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TED KOPPEL REPORTING: AMERTICAN FEQERATION OF TEACHERS

If the issue of tuition tax cregits i1s one that lsaves you stightly
glassy—eyedsy hang in theres It is one of the more fascinating and
thereforesy emotional issues of cur time. An issue on which
intelligent men ano women can and do Uisagree with some heat.
What does today's Supreme Court decision mean? [t aepends very
much on where youfre coming froms. We have tour people coming at
this issue from Tour agistinct vantage pointse. Rabbi Menachen

mi>}ubensky is director of an Ortncoox Jewish social action group

Zwiich has lobbied 1n favor cf a tuition tax credits

KOPPEL: sacsuccinctlys Rabbis why?

LUBENSKY: Tuition tax credits 15 jUStewns tuiticon Tax
credits '1s fresadom of choice in gducation. Tuition tax
credits says that there can pe two strong school systems
in this countrys one public and one private.

KOPPEL: Atlpert Shankers president of the american Fegeration of
Tzachers opposes the tax credite

KOPPELT Becauses Mre SHankeress

SHANKER:T Public schools in cur country have Served to Bbring
people of very diverse packgrounds togetner. We'r2 not
Germanys we're not Japans we're not a singlie peopler we
come from many different placese The punlic schoois have
brought us together. Now with thnis ¢g=cision 1 think that
what's threatenea here is the possibility that w211 have
separate schools for ali of our new immigrants and tor
penble who have peen here pefore and it couid very well
tear the country apart in the long run ang pring what
Quenec has done to Lanada tc the United Srat@ss

IN ADDITION:
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ROM MILEER:T The ultimate question about tuition tax
SINCE 1888 credits is are they fair?
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SHANKER: Nobogy can come to me as a taxpayer and says *1
don*t like your public facility so give me the money to
get something elsee?® If I ocon't like the drinking water I
can’t ask you to pay tor ay Perriers

MILLER: But a Perrier diet isn't what most parents are loocking for
in a private schools These children at Holy Angels are singing
Famesy a song ot seif-worthe. And that®s realiy what all parents
want their youngsters to get from their educations pudlic or
privatees A sense of setf-worth. and if not fawmey, at least a
chnancee.

IN AUCITION:

KOPPEL: Joining us tive once again now from New Yorks Albert
Snankers president of the American Federation ot Teacherss ang
Rapbi Menachem Lubenskys representing Hevrew private day schoots
in the unitec Statese From {hicagos Sociologist Father Andrew
Greeley and here in Washingtons Ure. Mary frances derrys a memper
of the US Civil Rights Commission and a former Assistant
Secretary ot EQucationes

KOPPEL: Mr. Shankers let me begin with you since you're
representing the teachers. What are you scared of?

SHANKER: ['m scaren about what's going to hapoen 1o
American punlic education. wWe're going to organize the
teachers wharever they ares whether they®re in private
schools or public schoolss We d0 that nowe Wherever
they're working they're going to want higher salaries,
they*re going to want pensiony theydre going to want oD
secturitye I don't think the teachars are the i1ssue heras
I think tne real question is that just vefore the Supreme
Cotirt decisiony thnis country was on the road to
rebuilding its public schoolse We were talking about
excellence in sducations We were telking about stancaras
in education. And all of 3 sudden with this Supreme Lourt

SINCE 1388 decisiony the issue 135 ¢oing £t b2 in the Longress and In
NEW YORK 53 states and the lss (00 school districtss not the
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quality of our public schoolss DUt the question of
whether the 10% of the parents whe can aiready affora to
sana their chiloren to private schosl shoulo get
taxpayer's money to help them d¢o thate

IN ADUDITION:

KOPPEL:T Mre. Shankers

SHANKER: [ want o forget atout this pusiness of whether it
goes to higher or lower income peopies. I wWas a teacher
for many years in New York City*s public schools ang I
can tell you that the toudghest kids I had tu handle were
kids who were kKicked out of parochial schools becausse
they couldn®t handle thams we in tne public schools
gidn*t have that cholces. IY you really want tgo creats
competitions i*11 make a proposal to Ur. Lubensky and to
Reve Gresley and that 1s instead of picking 0ff the pest
kiose the kias who are making it in pupliic school end
taking the tax credit and moving them over to privats
schools which witl even lcower the ygrade averages and
Tearning atmosphere in puctlic schogissy wny dontt you try
something like this? Why don®t you take those kids who
are three or four yzars behind in rzading and mathe wWno
are terrible in tarms of attengancay and who nave a
terrinte discipline record? In other worgdsy the kKids who
are really faiting in pubiic schoolss and tet?s give thanm
a scholarship and let*s send tnem to your scheols Ore
Lubensky anda Jet?s s2nd them to parochial schoclse. Let's
take the xids who avren*t making its That's not what's
pbeing proposeds. They don't want real competition. Real
competition means that they woulgd pa working on the same
kioss with the same kidss that the pubtltic schools are
WOr King ons
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KOPPEL: A ccuple of minutes ago Atlbert Snanker issued a
interesting challenge to Reve Greetey ana to Rapbi
Lubenskys namely taxe scme of the rough problems that
we*ve got in the putlic schools anda hanule them in your
schooise What avout that? Take some of the kids who are
the eoucational prodltemss who have reacing problamss wnd
have attendance problemss

KOPPEL:D wWhat woula you sayes Rabui?

LUBENSKY: 1 woulg say first we're doing ite hWe?re setting
up special programse we have modais in all our schools,
in all different denominaticnss. dut seconaglys I can't
understand how it is that Mrs Shanker can®t see his way
to 2 $300 tuition tax credits but suddenly he?®s offering
us full scholarships which amounts to apout $2+200. And
let®s not forget the fact that private school students
save the taxpayer %11 billion by not going to the public
schoolss at a time when public education 1s receiving
apout thirteen and a nalf biliion from the feoeral
government alonea

KOPPEL: Father Greeley.

GREELEY:z If there was a full tulition for a {atholic school
student it would only te a $400 & year schotarshipe. The
results of cur research show tnat it is precisely among
tne very poor and among those that have the worse
‘eaqucational beckgrounds that thne Latholic scnoocls have
the nighest effects IFf your father went to college or if
you?re in the acadewic courses you might just as well oe
going to the public high schoolts It*s the young people
whose parents didn't go to colliege and whose own
educational background is weak that penefit ircst in the
Catholic school. And to repeat wy earlier points they are
not isolateg from the rest of society as Mr. Shanker
suggestss The evicence against that nonsense is5 just
overwhelminge.

KUPPEL: It seems to me that both yous Fathers sna rRabdi
Lubensky are ignoring the central issug in Mre Shanker?®s
cnallange and that is you can throw themw cut of school.

SINCE 1888 They can'te What do you do about that?
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GREELEY: First of glis the pnumber of
out of the (atholic schoolsy ang 1
thise each year is very small. Thne
was tess than 40 a couple of years
that many thrown out and [ suspect
problems in the public school take

an upper timit to Now Mmuch you can
and expect the educational process

{These Teleclips are extractionss)
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people that are thrown
did not research on
Archdiocese of Chicago
agecs 50 there's not
that the discipliinary
care of themselves

eventuallys toos. People simply drop ocute. Finallys therets

accaept in a classroom
tOo g0 ¢Cns



