
DEC2@ 

IrrJM£W1rf- ff-/Ilr-: ~'f ~ /VI-- lit 
"''/tie toc4- ttfl'VrniC CJ7I'~~- : 

MR. I=ILSe;BT SHANKER. I=lMERICPIN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS: GoveY'Yoor 
Clinton. Si/Yoator C3ori/, you'r. c&llil"'; 1'01" a tl"t!!m&ndous amount of' change, 
change which I strongly support, I think the country n&l!d~. But I don't 
think the country will support thi/ ehang~ unless th.y reali:e the 
~erious~~ss of the problem. W. may have this business cycle upturn and 
maybe quite a -riIW pi/ople will think the prc:.blel1l is !!\Colved, so at least with 
respect to 1i1'e-1ong lea~ing they ought to look at a~ b.come 1".ami1iar 
with .OMi/ o-r the aehievem.nt r.sults in this country. 

voungst.~ who gradu«t. high ~hoQl -- Wi/ ean't test tho.e who quit. 
w. ca~, only t_t thc:. .... ho are .. t i 11 thffr., but yourlglitwrs who are st i 11 
there and about t~ gradu«te, only three percent who graduate are able to 
write a good letter or essay. Only .. i~ percer~ are able to re4d any 01" the 
bQek. you talkild about ilnd it'. going to be great to have a president who 
reads !ilood books. And only l"iv. pffrc .. rot of' th.1ft c;an p.,..t'orm th .. 
mathematies which is required for college entry in any other indu.tri.l 
eountry in the world. 

So we've got. lot o-r very 5i1tis~i.d p~rwnt_ out th..,. .. b9C~US. th&ir 
kids are gcin; to eOllege and they don't ~alize that their kids are going 
to ~oll.gR and gettin9 an .du~~tion whion in Rvery other industrial country 
would be tneir high school i/dueation or thair junior high .~hool aducAtion. 
So we'v. kind 0' 1'ound _ way to make pi/opls h;appy by chang i rlU the 
.. tand.ards. 

And I think th;at the5. achi~vvm.nt results point out that while we 
h.ve very special aYld very di fricul t pl"oblltflls with yoUy,gst.rs ",ho ...... i1'\ 
poverty, and I think everything that's been said today abc:.ut the special 
things that nRed to be do~ 1"01" them and their communities and their 
familie5 and th.i~ sehool. ar. c.rtAinly true, th~t this .hows that w. h.~. 



a.n overall problem with .. lmost all th~ kid~ i'l"l this, eou~try whc. ~rl!i 

studfiints .. 

Now what'!So gC10d about wh .. t yo!.!.' re proposil"lg is thilt it' 5 'l"'lot a magic: 
b~llet, just do this and it·s going to handte all the problem5. If we ware 
busirlfii!»5m...". and w.. wer-. losing to !10m. competitor!!., th. fiY'!lt thing we'd 
probliilbly do is takt! a look at what at'1! they doing that we'l""e nc,t Ooil"',g. 
And it"' ........ to '0" th.t that' ~ p,.etty ..... sy to ...... 

Oth .. ,. indu~t"ial ~ount"'i~s do not have the ehildh"~d poverty that we 
have in this ~ountry. The •• oth.r ~ountri •• have • .arly ohildhood and day 
carR systema ~nd thwy'~s not targ~&d only to poor young~t.r5. Th@y are 
fo ... all parents. I thir.k it· s tim .. that ... h.ad a ... inte;rat.d high ~u ... lity 
e~rly childhood system, and p.opl. who e&n afford to pay ought to pay. I'm 
not .... yi .. ; that th .. whol .. thi!"'!;) ought to .... a gov .. rnm .. nt-"inane .. d prog.-am. 
r think that' .. one of t-n. 'thing. tnat edueatiot"'l i!5 about., i. havir"fg all 
kinds of kids be ~ith .aen other, from a v.ry early ag... While He .. d Start 
has; b ... m ;r .... t. I think it's; about tim .. that 10" m .. d" it g.-... t.,.. by g .. tting 
iI"erybody into it ar,d having kids .. tal""t witn eaeh otht!r. Kid5 il"', thf!o!\8 
otn.~ eount~i.s don't ".\le to wcr~y .bout mRdieal earQ. TnQr~ .~w polieia~ 
which don't fore. wom.n esp.cially to mak. th. horribl. cnoie.5 that they 
h&",. to between es't"i'l"'tg tel"" fardily al"'ld WQ\""k. 

Th.se are some of the thi";5, but there Are oth .. r thing., tQO. All 
th~SQ countriQ& havR n~tionQl stand.rda in ~lAca 50 that every t •• ch~ and 
ev.~ youngster &nd every parent and every em~loy.rl th.y All know what 
you·r. suppolMtd to know wh.n )'clu'r .. 18 or 19 years of' age. 

Sy the ""y, thOse figll .. es 0'" three P"""I!!T.1:, "ive pe~ent, siH p",-o"nt, 
reaching those .tand .. rds in the United St .. t.s, in G ... many it'" OVii" 3(' 
I'wrcii'nt who l"'9ac=h thilt top .t_rtdard.. It F~i\nC'G it'li 25 perc_rlt, ar,d 
they'r. not thro"'ir." th.ir oth~r kids ..... ay. These ar~ the =11." .. entry 
kids. Most of those ~o\mtrhts, .. "o .. pt "or th .. E!nlll i5h-sp ... king countri ... , 
ara raally doing .. good job For all the kids. 

Th"y h~v .. national high standards 
achieve th~M. Un\i1 ~ d ... l ",ith th .. t 
now w. c:an't: h_v~niltloY'hiil:l st._nd~rd •• 
mar.dated .. t ..... d .... ds. Pili talking about 
to .,,~.pt, .... d I think i." you put good 
lot of stat.s that .. ,,~pt them. 

so that everybody work. h .. rd to 
-- and th .. ra's; a lot 0" talk about 
P,o not t .. lking about "ed ..... lly 
standa~ds which ~ •• nation w. g~w 
st .. ,.,dard. out th.,.. thwre'll be a 

But thwy have ....... m.nt Sy!Si:f!f45. They have teacMars. who hava 
different status th .. n ou .. t ... "h ...... do. Sy th .. way, part of th .. t .. t.tus has 
to do with 'noom .. di.t .. ibution in tho .. ~ountrie5. I" you look .t it in 
dolla~ tanas, their t •• Qh~. may ma~. ~bo~t wha~ ta&ch.rs mcke he~ • ., bu~ i~ 

the Un:i.tliid St.t •• YQu'r. looking !It wh.ai; oth.,... C'oll&'gQ graduilt ... miiake aYld 
so that M.kQS & di'¥.rence. 

Th.Y~VR ;o~ textbooks that are geared to tn. Qu~1culum and th.y'~. 
abl. to have ve\""Y ;ocd on •• ~~A~a. thvy"vw thought about -tn. cu~~iQuluM 
over a p.,.iod o~ ti~e and t.xtbook publish~~s i~ this Oountry t,.y to sell 
in eight or 10 ~t.te$ so they·v. got to have a bi; fat, boring. unfocus.d 
book tn.;:, eorrespOl'lds to whAt 10 different stata& thinK should hilpp.r,. 



,·ni1 o~n."'" ~nl.ng ttulty'V6i' got thfitl"'. i5 that th.y havii got very cl •• r .and 
visibl~ eo~saquwncms for you~gster~ ~nd teachers and others. Th~t is. a 
youngster knows ~nat i~ he do.~n't re.ch a eertai~ standard, he doesn't go 
t-=- collt!'ge. I'f he do-sn" t milk .. anothel"" .toandard, ne doesr," t qual i 'fy 1'0.,.. 
the a.ppr.nticeship: prograM or he d0e-5l"'1· t qua.lify for something elsa oiITfd 
that makes j:)t!Cfpl. wOr"'k hards?'" and make!!! th.m achiwve. 

What w.'v. bean doinQ in this eount~y for _ good ma~y years~ which i$ 
&ssant1~11y feeling ~ee~l. and giving tnem p.eee~ of ~PQr th.t don't ~tand 
for anything., lIIIe'l""R not helpil"'l; the kid!l b.CilUSiW eventually tI"U!¥"t!'t 5 it 

m~rkstpl.c. out there that sorts the kids out i~ t.rma of wh.t thQy really 
know and ar~ abl& to do. 

Th.$R othwr countri.s do have this wide$pread appr@n~ie~~hip program 
and I want to say something th.t otner$ n~v. ~aid. I don't think it's 
going to WQ~k en a volunt~ry ba5i~. I think you n~ad .emetning like pay O~ 
play. The,..' .. no re .. sOYl why l. f I _ ..... ay, employe,.. I sneuld trai n lets of 
p"'Q~l'" who would then be .. tQl1m by ao",irbe.dy nl!xt - tak.n ...... y by ""m .. body 
down th .. road whe isn't making that sort of inv ... tment. SQ it'. the kind 
of thing wher. th. whole eQuntry and .. 11 em~loyer5 ought to make tn.t 5ert 
of • eentribution. And tney nave systems ef lif .. len; retr.ining. 

I'd lik. to just say on~ or two otha~ thing~ and e~clud. quickly* 
Soh~ Scully t&lk~ about • new tyP& o~ wc~kpl~~.. Well, the ~ehool is a 
workplace. It's a wcrkplae@ for student. ~nd it'. ~ workpl~c& 'Qr 
teache~. And i~ w.'~ going to wdyc~tQ .tydent. te wo~k in ~ew types of 
workpl.ow.. the ~hool ha. ~~ b& a new typ. of workplace because the 
senools that we have today rR5Qmbl~ tn. old-~ashio~ed faetorie~ a~d if 
we're going te nay. new tyPQ. ef workplael!5, tne senoel h •• to ~.fleet that 
and yQU~g~t~~s nAVe to .t.rt working in ~ very di~f~rent e~viro~e~t. 

1 toe wa,r-,t t.o und.-rlin • .Ion.tn_" Kozol's "S.v"g_ Inlfqua11til!Ps." We 
talk abe~t equality ef fi/d~eatienal epp~unity. I don't ••• what w. ean 
pessibly mean by tnat phr~ .. if we taka the youngsters whe start with tne 
grl!at.~t h.ndieapst tne ;,....t .. t dif~ieulti •• and giv .. th .. m 1 ••• of .. 
ehane .. in .. 11 .ert ... ef w.y ... iY, hOW we dist,.ibute books and ,.onll)' and 
te.ehers and buildings and ev&ryth1ng .. 15a. W& ne.d to do semething abeut 
tn.t. ;!. 

!"inally, in th1 •• udi.nee, Erni. Boy..,.. is h.re ."'''' .. beu;; e:O years age 
Me gay. a spe.ch which h~ 9ent to me at that time. H ••• id, w. now have 
M .. die ...... in th1 .. ee~ntry ~nd <:.1oh..,. ceuntrl. .. ,. h.v. h .. d th .... sy .. t .. m. of 
earing for tne bQdy freM the eradle te tn~ grave. He ~&id, well it'5 abcut 
time we had ... imil .. r "etien fer .. dueaticn beeause edueation i .. net 
scm&t.hinQ th.t j1.u.t .. t ...... ta when YOU'1"'. 1"ive 0'" .ix ilnd .Tld .. whwn you'r-. 18, 
and h_ said w. n •• d to hav. & co~cept of edueAtion wnieh goe5 ~rOM the 
cradle to th. grave, which ha in th~t sP&filch eall .. d Eduear ... 

I'm sure tn.t _. he' •• itting i~ thQ audianeu and li&t~ning to your 
~opo~&ls fo~ this gr •• t new vision o~ what ~ueatic~ is about, it'. too 
bad we had te wait all tn.s. y.ars but th~nk God it's fin~lly h~ppmning_ 

PRESIDENT-ELECT CLINTON. Let me just say one o~ tn. things -- r weuld 
il"fVit. particularly these wno' eaY't! about this educa'tiol"tAl equality is!h.ue, 
aqu ... lity of' fu.nding, to give m. Any sugg.st-iema that. th.y think ar. 



a;lPt"'"oprLiitte~ for 'flildgral iYlc&tmiv". at lalas.t, to tl""'y tes gltt st4tes to 
equalize ~unding. 

You know, over 90 percent of the fund~ for publie @dueation eome from 
the state and loeal level. Th. f.d.r~l ;ov~nmwnt !ihar. used to b~ about 
10 pare .. ,..t. It' 5 no .. 1 thi,.,k lior • .,thi,.,g just .. .,.,d.,r seven. w .. ' re ;Oi"'9 to 
try to g_t it .,p allain. Keith says it'so less th .. n that. But our·l.v."' .. g .. 
is ~ little less. 

aut I'11 'Say this. It' 'S intti>",estil".g to "'e. A lot of th .. s;arne peopl .. 
WhO will tell you th .. t it's not a money problem .. 11 o~ a ~udden ehange 
their opinion if you ... nt to redistribute the way th .. mo,.,ey's spent. And 
it's one of my rule. of politie» is when somti>body tells you it's not .. 
rnor,.y probht"" they're t .. lking about 50mti>body els.' Ii problltlll. 

Sut it isn't entir .. ly a mon.y problem but there is the reSouree 
relation5hip. Ther.'s no Qu~tion about it. 

REP. PAN~TTA: No, I'm glad you 5aid what you ,. .. id, bti>~.use I think a 
word 01' eaut ion i!!l .::.rd..... We've talkllld .. bout .. lot of p ... 05j"' .. III .. al'ld .. ~, ve 
talked about a lot of ef~orts that have to b. made, .. ",d mo~t or these 
progra",.. I th i l'1k ,nost 01' us ,"0\,11 d 5U1'1'0 ... t 5t,..<:.ng 1 y, 

But as you do it with limited .... sourees. it's going to be very 
irnl'ortar.t that we target this ",,.si5ta,.,e& te the pro!ilram,. that work and l"lot 
simply think that ... ean shoot money at a whole sphere of other programs. 
We're going to have to be ve1"'y targeted. 

w. did this last y.ar ... a matter of fa~. Evvn .. e tried to fully 
f ...... d Head Start, Wlil recognized th.t in funding Head Start w ..... l"Ited to 
tral'lsitiol'l it il'l b.~a\,lsw ... e didl'l't .. ant to just throw a lot of rnor .. y O\,lt 
there so that people as_\olmwd that they co\,lld just start a Head Start 
wi thc:.ut Makin; !!lUre that that progra,n worked. 

So I guess j~ .. t several c.u~io,.,"'ry l"lote,. h~re. One, it ought to b. 
highly targeted to th. prog ... ",m .. that work. Secondly, we ought to 
transition some of' thts lIIonRY in, l!t!!l ... 11. •• that it'. able to pe ... 1''::'),,111 
acec:'l)"dil".g to the standill"'d. that we want, and thirdly, I would hope that 
l:)eop1e w.::.uld use th.ir imilgination in terMS of' fur.ding bite. use .. ith the 
kind 01' limited r ... ourcsos ill'".d the other eonst,.. .. int. _'r&< fileing, _'re 
going to have to u!&e c<u .... imagi1"lilt ion about how ... OIl!=)!=)l"Oach "Olll&< 01' the.e 
progr .. r45. 

PRES!DENT-E~ECT CLINTON: You know, I think w~ ought to quit, unlQs~ 
"om&<body el .. around the table who hasn't talked warts to say anything. 
It's a.oo o'elock and ... all have got to ge OV.'" to tne ~rts Cer~ .... and 
have d1nn..... Hillary doesn't wa,.,t to talk. She already said th.t. 

This has b •• n a fascinating •• "siQn, 
.noth .... hand. Th.y ....... great. 

END OF DAY ON~ CONFERENCE ~CTIVITIES 


