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The papers of Edward A. Wieck were placed in the Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs
in February of 1964 by his widow, Agnes Burns Wieck, and opened for research in June
of 1965. In November of 1992 David Thoreau Wieck placed correspondence he received
from his father while imprisoned as a conscientious objector during World War II in the
Archives, which was opened for research in October of 2004.

Edward Wieck was born in Staunton, Illinois on October 15, 1884. After receiving his
education in the public schools of Staunton, Wieck went to work in the coal mines of
Illinois at the age of 19. He was employed as a miner in Illinois and the western United
States until 1928, except for two short periods: from 1905 to 1906 Wieck served as a
mine payroll and billing clerk and he spent 1915 to 1916 as assistant secretary-treasurer
of District 12 (Illinois) of the United Mine Workers of America. Wieck held the position
of secretary-manager of the Illinois Coal Sales Association, a statewide organization
promoting the sale of Illinois coal, from 1928 to 1930.

From the time he became a miner, Wieck was active in miners' unions. He served as pit
committeeman and held offices in locals of the United Mine Workers of America. Wieck
attended several district and international conventions of the United Mine Workers as a
delegate. In 1925 John L. Lewis named Wieck as an official guide and interpreter for a
party of German mine union officials visiting the United States.

In January of 1934 Wieck was appointed Research Associate in the Department of
Industrial Studies of the Russell Sage Foundation. While with the Sage Foundation,
Wieck compiled many reports on labor and industry, particularly in the field of coal
mining. In 1948 the Department of Industrial Studies was disbanded and Wieck retired.

The Wieck Collection contains many original documents relating to the early attempts to
unionize the coal mining industry. Among these papers are circulars, membership lists
and letters of the Knights of Labor and the Progressive Miners of America. The bulk of
the collection, including clippings, interviews, correspondence and proceedings, is
concerned with the coal mining industry and the history of the miners' unions. Items
relating to T. L. Lewis, John Mitchell and John L. Lewis make up part of this mining
material.
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In addition to the coal mining material, there are items on union activity in the

automobile, steel and other industries. There is also extensive material on government
agencies in the labor field.
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Important correspondents in the collection:

Louis Brandeis

James B. Carey

Samuel Gompers

Max Lerner

John L. Lewis

T. L. Lewis

Robert M. Lovett

H. L. Mencken
Theodore Roosevelt
Oswald Garrison Villard

Important subjects in the collection:

Automobile industry workers--Michigan
Coal mines and mining--Safety measures
Coal mines and mining--United States
Knights of Labor

Progressive Miners of America

Russell Sage Foundation

Steel Workers Organizing Committee
United Mine Workers of America
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Contents

18 manuscript boxes
1 oversize folder

Part 1

Series I, Original Union Documents, Boxes 1-3:
Handbills, correspondence, proceedings, etc. relating to the early history of
miners' unions and the Knights of Labor collected and cataloged by Mr. Wieck.
Also included are minutes of the UMW A executive board and Dodge Main plant
Work Council.

Series II, Reports and Articles by Edward Wieck, Boxes 4-6
Published works by Wieck and reports prepared for the Russell Sage Foundation.
Files are arranged alphabetically by title.

Series 111, Office File, Boxes 7-9
A wide variety of material, including correspondence, AFL and CIO convention
reports and reports covering labor conditions in various industries and
governmental activities in t he labor field. Files are arranged alphabetically.

Series IV, Auto Industry/UAW and Steel Industry/Steel Workers Union, Box 10:
Correspondence, interviews, minutes, reports, etc., including extensive material
on the sit-down strikes of 1937 as well as notes on the Steel Workers Organizing
Committee and steel production. Files are arranged alphabetically by subject or
correspondent.

Series V, Mining, Boxes 11-18:
Correspondence, clippings, reports, notes, interviews, etc. on coal mining and coal
miners' unions, including UMWA convention material and histories of the miners'
unions. Files are arranged alphabetically by subject or correspondent.

Part 2

Box 19
Correspondence from Edward Wieck to his son, David Thoreau Wieck, 1943-46
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Part 1

Series I
Original Union Documents, 1886-1928
Boxes 1-3

Box 1 [See document lists at end of finding aid]

1. Lists of numbered documents

2-9. Book No. 1: Documents 1-46, 1886-1903

10-18. Book No. 3: Documents 52-136, 1899-1928
19-29. Book No. L-1: Documents L-7—IL-35, 1892-1908

Box 2

Coal field maps

Knights of Labor; circulars, 1886-89

Knights of Labor; lists of locals, district assemblies
Knights of Labor; miners

Knights of Labor; miscellaneous

Knights of Labor; Trade Union Treaty, 18 May 1886
Martial Law Proclamation (Idaho), 8 May 1899

Miners' Union; miscellaneous

Miscellancous

10. United Mine Works of America; affidavits and brief, 1933
11. United Mine Works of America; circulars, 1897-1930

12. United Mine Works of America; District 12 executive board minutes,
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1916
13. United Mine Works of America; miscellaneous
14.  United Mine Works of America; wage agreements, 1898-1910

Box 3

United Mine Works of America; IEB minutes, 16 Mar 1910
United Mine Works of America; IEB minutes, 23 Mar 1910
United Mine Works of America; IEB minutes, 28 Mar 1910
United Mine Works of America; IEB minutes, 30 Mar 1910
United Mine Works of America; IEB minutes, 31 Mar 1910
United Mine Works of America; IEB minutes, 2-3 Feb 1911
United Mine Works of America; IEB minutes, 27 Mar 1911
Dodge Main plant Works Council; minutes, 19 Feb 1935-2 Mar 1937
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Box 4

Box 5

Box 6
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Series 11
Reports and Articles by Edward Wieck
Boxes 4-6

Published articles by Edward Wieck

"The Automobile Workers under the National Recovery Administration"
(2 cc.)

"The Miners' Case and the Public Interest"

"Miners' Collective Action for National Stability"

"The Miners' Union in the Steel Industry" (first draft—2 cc.)

"The President's Labor-Management Conference," Nov 1945

"Rise of the Progressive Miners' Union"

"The Rubber Workers under the National Recovery Administration," 1936
"Sit-Down Strikes," 1933-37

"Six Months on the Pit Committee"

"The Steel Workers under the National Recovery Administration," 1936

"Wage Controls in Wartime" Pt. I, 1945 (draft)
"Wage Controls in Wartime" Pt. II (draft)
"Wage Controls in Wartime"



Box 7

Box 8
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
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Series I11
Office File, 1915-1950
Boxes 7-9

AFL convention (Atlantic City), 1935

AFL convention (Tampa), 1936

AFL convention (Boston), 1943

AFL Postwar labor Forum (New York City), Apr 1944
AFL wage formula, 1925

British Trade Disputes Act; report, 1938

Building Service Workers' Union, Russell Sage Foundation, Aug 1938-
Apr 1948

Carey, James, and Oswald Villard; corres., 1944

CIO, 1935-45

CIO convention (Atlantic City,) 1940

CIO convention; clippings, 1940

CIO convention (Detroit), 1941

CIO convention (Boston), 1942

CIO convention (Philadelphia), 1943

Clippings, misc., 1915-55

Correspondence, misc., Nov 1922-Mar 1952

Fiscal planning for World War II

Hosiery industry, 1933-34

Incentive wage, 1937-49

Incorporation of unions, 1941

Industrial studies; index of subject file, 1948

Industrial unionism; "Trends Toward Past and Present," 1936
Knights of Labor National District Assembly 135; microfilming
1885-90 proceedings

Kohler case, 1934-35

Labor conditions in World War II

Larkin, James; notes, corres., 1947

Leighton, George, corres., 1935-37

Locomotive Engineers, Brotherhood of; history

Management, Society for the Advancement of, May 1939, Nov 1945
Manpower, 1941, 1945

Marshall, General George, incident, 1944

Meetings attended; reports, Apr 1936-Jan 1947

Mencken, H. L. and American Mercury; corres., 1926
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Box 8 (cont'd)

Box 9

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
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Midgley, Wilson, corres., 1942

National Labor Relations Board, 1940-41

National Recovery Administration; chronology
National War Labor Board, World War |

President's Labor-Management Conference, Nov 1945
Production standards, 1938-48

Productivity, optimum, 1938

Railroad strike, 1946

Reviews by E. A. Wieck

Rubber industry, 1935

Russell Sage Foundation; corres. re disposition of research materials,
Sep 1948-Jul 1949

Russell Sage Foundation; monthly reports, Jun 1938-May 1948
Russell Sage Foundation; work chronology, Jan 1934-Sep 1947
Shipping, 1935

Sit-down strikes, 1936-37

Sit-down strikes, winter 1945-46

Slogans and industrial efficiency, World War II

Staunton; corres., Jun 1907-May 1950

Staunton; mining and labor, 1908-31

Staunton; personal items

Staunton; political, 1906-34

Textile industry, 1944, 1948

Trade union structure, 1936-47

Wage controls, postwar

Wage policy, Germany, 1944, 1948

War Manpower Commission, Sep 1942

Window cleaners' strike, New York City, 1935

Woman's suffrage
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Series IV

Auto Industry/UAW and Steel Industry/Steel Workers Union, 1935-1949

Box 10
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Box 10

Auto industry and the National Recovery Administration, 1935
Auto industry production standards, 1939-49

Brown, Joe; corres., Apr 1935-May 1944

Carrick, Louis; corres., Oct 1939-Jan 1940

Chrysler Jefferson plant Joint Council minutes, 2 Jan 1935
Correspondence, misc., Nov 1934-Nov 1939

Ford, Henry, and Ford Motor Company, 1935-49
International Moulders' Union—William H. Sylvis
Interviews, Detroit, Oct-Nov 1939

Miscellaneous

Reading notes, 1937

Steel industry, 1936-49

Steel production, U.S. and world, 1939-48

Steel Workers convention, Cleveland, 19-22 May, 1942
Steel Workers convention, Cleveland, 9-13 May, 1944
Steel Workers Organizing Committee, 1935-42

Sward, Keith; corres., May 1939-Apr 1948



Box 11

Box 12

Box 13
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Series V
Mining, 1880's-1952
Boxes 11-18

Accidents in mines; clippings, 1949-52

The American Miners' Association (first draft)

The American Miners' Association; corres., 1939-41, 1943
The American Miners' Association; material, 1937-40

The American Miners' Association; notes

The American Miners' Association; printing and distribution, 1940
The American Miners' Association; reviews

The American Miners' Association; source notes, 1940

Appalachian agreements, 1934

Autonomy and Self-Government Conferences UMWA, Jun-Jul 1944
Bibliography

Bradley, Alexander

Captive mines, 1933-45

Captive mines; notes, 1934-38

Collective bargaining in the coal industry, 1948

Conference, Gas and By-Products Coke Unions (Boston), Jul 1935
Convention, United Mine Workers of America, 1936
Convention, United Mine Workers of America, 1942
Convention, United Mine Workers of America, 1944
Convention, United Mine Workers of America, 1948

District 12, United Mine Workers of America, 1900, 1919-29
Explosion in Orient Number 2 Mine (Illinois), 21 Dec 1951
Farrington, Frank, 1937

German delegation, 1925

Great Britain coal report, Feb 1947

History of American Coal Miners' Union; outline

12-13. History of Miners' Union; notes
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Box 14

1-5. Interviews, 1934

Box 15
1-4.  Knights of Labor; coal
5. Knights of Labor; convention delegates, local assemblies, 1878-86
6. Knights of Labor; District Assembly 135 charter
7. Knights of Labor; Trade Union Treaty, 1886
8. Legislation to stabilize industry, 1938
9. Lewis, John L., 1910-52

10. Lewis, John L.; Ben Stolberg on, 1938

11. Lewis, John L.; clippings, 1933-49

12. Lewis, John L.; conventions, 1907-14

13. Lewis, John L.; corres., 1925-28

14. The Miners' Case and the Public Interest by E. A. Wieck, 1946

Box 16

Mine Workers notes, 1903-10

Mingo trial; clippings, 1922

Miscellaneous

Multiple shifts in coal mines

Operators' associations, 1910-39

Personalities; clippings, 1915-50

Pinkowski, Edward; corres., 1941-45

Preventing Fatal Explosions in Coal Mines

Preventing Fatal Explosions in Coal Mines; coal Age ads
Preventing Fatal Explosions in Coal Mines; publicity 2nd ed.
Pritchard, Paul; corres. re W. B. Wilson manuscript, 1941-44
Rock Dust Remedy; corres., review

Safety in mines, 1934-51
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Box 17

Students' advice and requests, 1948-49

Travel time in mines, 1943

Truman's advisors in 1946 coal disputes

United Electrical Red Ray Mine suit, 1936

United Mine Workers of America; clippings, 1914-49
United Mine Workers of America; World War I

-8.  "Wage Controls in Wartime"; notes
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Box 18

Part 2

Box 19

1-9.
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"Wage Controls in Wartime"; notes
Wage disputes; clippings, 1943, 1946
Wage negotiations, May-Jul 1947

Correspondence; Edward Wieck to David Thoreau Wieck, Aug 1943-
Apr 1946



