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Papers, 1959-1973
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11 1/2 linear feet

Accession No. 606

The papers of William L. Kircher were placed in the Archives of Labor
History and Urban Affairs in June, 1973, by Mr. Kircher.

William L. Kircher, a native of Athens, Ohio and a graduate of Ohio
University, went to work in a defense plant in Cincinnati in 1941 and
helped organize UAW Local 647. Subsequently he held a number of staff
positions with the UAW until 1955 when he became assistant director of
organization of the AFL-CIO. From 1956 to 1964, Mr. Kircher served as
assistant director of Region 1X of the AFL-CIO. After returning to his
former position as assistant director of organization (1964-65), Kircher
was appointed to succeed John W. Livingston as director of organization
of the AFL-CIO, a position he held until his resignation in 1973. The
collection relates to Kircher's activities with, and on behalf of, the
United Farm Workers Organizing Committee (UFWOC) . Included is informatim
on the Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee (AWOC), contract negoti-
ations, grape and lettuce boycotts, national and state legislation re-
garding farm labor organizing and the importation of foreign farm workers,
organizations supporting and opposing UFWOC, Teamsters organizing farm
workers, UFWOC finances, and representational elections.

Important subjects covered in the collection are:

AFL-CIO support of farm worker labor movement

Boycott activities

Disputes with Teamsters

Immigration of Mexicans as agricultural workers
Legislation, state and federal, relating to farm labor
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Among the correspondents are: (an index to the location of these letters
will be found on the last page of the guide)

Cesar Chavez Irwin L. DeShetler
George Meany C. Al Green
Larry Itliong

Contents
23 manuscript boxes

Series I, Boxes 1-4, Correspondence
Correspondence, clippings, and financial information relating
to AWOC, the UEWOC, and their support by the AFL-CIO,
1965-1972.

Series II, Boxes 4-16, Collective Bargaining
Correspondence of Mr. Kircher, Director of Organization, AFL-CIO,
touching organizing farm workers, negotiations and contractual
agreements with growers, and strikes. Several files relate to
legislation and to UFWOC's dispute with the Teamsters.

Series III, Boxes 17-20, Boycott Activities
Correspondence but mainly clippings of union and non-union support
of UEWOC's boycott activities, its lettuce boycott campaign, 1970-72,
and its boycott of particular growers.

Series IV, Boxes 20-23, Regional Organizations
Organizing activities in various states and regions. Mainly
clippings but some correspondence, and both reflect strong
AFL-CIO support.

Non-manuscript material
Twelve photographs have been placed in the Archives' Audio-Visual
Collections. Three photographs are those of Ramona Bannelos (see
Box 9, folders 8-10); the other nine are for Mr. Kircher's article
prepared for the American Federationist (see Box 8, folder 14).




4:5-6, 6:3, 6:5, 6:7-8, 8:1, 13:2,
13:9. (See also Right-to-work move-
ment) ; defense fund, 7:2-6, 7:13;
financial records, 7:7-13; Freedom
Bell, 3:11; labor school, 3:14;
legal matters, 9:18-24; merger of
NFWA and AWOC, 1:9-10; 2:3; Texas,
2:4-5, 8:15; union label, 3:11; use
of radio, 3:1, 6:10

William L. Kircher
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Series I: Correspondence
Boxes 1-4

This series contains mainly correspondence, some clippings, reports, and
other items relating to AWOC and UEFWOC organizing activities from 1965
to 1972. They were the administrative files of both organizations and
are arranged in two sub-series: AWOC activities and UFWOC correspondence.

Sub-series 1, Box 1, AWOC
These are AWOC records, reflecting the AFL-CIO's efforts to
organize farm workers before AWOC's merger with UEWOC in
1966. They contain correspondence, financial records, and
organization support, 1965-66.

Sub-series 2, Boxes 2-4
All files are the correspondence of UFWOC revealing the
AFL-CIO's support of the organization from 1966 to 1972,
and Mr. Kircher's role as Director of Organization, AFL-CIO.

Sub-series 1

Box 1 AWOC
1-2. AWOC Correspondence, November, 1965 - September, 1966
3-5. AWOC Financial, May - September, 1966
6-9. AWOC-UFWOC Assistance, August, 1965 - November, 1966
10. AWOC-NFWA Relations, May - September, 1966

Sub-series 2

Box 2 UFWOC
1-14. Correspondence, February, 1966 - October, 1968

Box 3 UFWOC
1-15. Correspondence, October, 1968 - July, 1971

Box 4 UFWOC
1-3 Correspondence, August, 1971 - October, 1972

Series II: Collective Bargaining
Boxes 4-16

Concerned with the specific functions of UFWOC, from 1965 to 1973. This
series includes general problems of finance, personnel, relations with
other unions, and immigrant workers as well as the more primary activities
of negotiations, contracts and strikes. The files are arranged in two
sub-series: general information and individual growers.
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Sub-series 1, Boxes 4-14

Arranged alphabetically by topic, these general information files
cover such topics as anti-union propaganda, braceros, contracts,
financial records, legal files, legislation, negotiations, strikes,
and Teamster disputes, as well as correspondence and other items
concerning Chavez, Huerta, Kircher, and Meany.

Sub-series 2, Boxes

14-16

These files cover UEFWOC's disputes, negotiations, and settlements
with individual growers and are arranged alphabetically by grower.

Box 4

10.
11.
12.
13.

Box 6
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12-14.

15-17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

General Information
Agricultural Workers Freedom to Work Association; 1968-69

Anti-Union

Propaganda; 1969

AFL-CIO: Policy Statements and News Releases; 1965-9
AFL-CIO: Executive Council Statements; February 25, 1967
AFL-CIO: Executive Council Statements; February 17, 1969
AFL-CIO: Executive Council Statements; May 15, 1969
Braceros; March, 1966 - May, 1969

General Information
Braceros; July, 1969 - May, 1972

Braceros:
Braceros:

Depositions; 1967
Brief and Documentation Requiring Withdrawal of California

Braceros: 1967

Braceros:
Braceros:
Braceros:
Braceros:
Braceros:
Braceros:
Braceros:
Panel, 1968

U.S. Immigration Service, Mexican Border, October 18, 1967
Mexican-American Affairs, 1967-69

Mexican-American Affairs, Cabinet Hearings, October, 1967
Joint U.S.-Mexico Trade Union Committee, 1968

Mexican Border Conference, November, 1970

Labor Department, "Task Force", 1968

Labor Department, Foreign Farm Labor Procedures Review

General Information

Chavez: Press Conference, October 3, 1966

Chavez: Appointment as Director of UFWOC, October 11, 1966
Chavez: Mothers Against, 1967

Chavez: Statement, April 9, 1969

Chavez: Letter, re: Anti-Union Propaganda, June 25, 1969
Chavez: Press Conference, May 13, 1970

Chavez: "Little Cesar", 1971

Chavez: Articles About, 1971-72

Chavez: Plot Against, 1971-72

Church Support: United Church of Christ, 1970-72

Church Support: California Migrant Ministry, 1969

Contracts:
Contracts:
Contracts:
Contracts:
Convention:
Convention:

1970
Samples, 1970
Samples, 1970-71
Status, 1971

1967

1969
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11.
12.
13.

Box 8
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5-11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Box 9
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General Information

Council of California Growers' Newsletter, 1966

Defense Fund: 1966-69

Defense Fund: Financial, 1967

Defense Fund: Financial, 1968

Financial: Correspondence, 1966 - September, 1969

Financial: Statements, February, 1967 - September, 1969
Financial: Contributors and Receipts, 1967

Financial: Contributors and Receipts, 1968

Financial: Receipts, 1967

Financial: Defense Fund Report on Contributing Unions, 1967-69

General Information

Free Marketing Council, 1970-71

Huerta: Press Conference, December 3, 1968

Humphrey Campaign, 1968

Information Requests, 1966-71

Kircher: Correspondence, July, 1966 - July, 1973

Kircher: Article for American Federationist (unpublished)
Kircher: Testimony, Sacramento, March 14, 1966

Kircher: Press Conference, re: Delano strike, May 9, 1966
Kircher: Press Conference, re: Texas Rangers, July 5, 1967
Kircher: Testimony, re: Braceros, September 22, 1967
Kircher: "Brooklyn Tablet" Article, 1968

Kircher: Press Conference, re: NLRA, July 31, 1968

Kircher: Press Conference, re: Boycott, September 11, 1968
Kircher: Address to Industrial Relations Research Associates,
November 20, 1968

Kircher: Letter to Clergy re: "Battle for the Vineyards" by Rev.
Healy, 1969

General Information

Kircher: Milwaukee Firefighter - Smerz, 1969

Kircher: Kilpatrick - Washington Star, 1969

Kircher: Matt Triggs - Washington Post, 1969

Kircher: Chavez and Sisk Articles in Washington Post, February 9, 1969
Kircher: "Labor Press Conference," February 19, 1969

Kircher: Press Conference, re: Farm Labor Legislation, July 2, 1969
Kircher: Johnny Carson Letter, July 8, 1969

Kircher: Ramona Banuelos, January, 1971 - March, 1972

Kircher: Testimony, re: Migratory Labor, July 15, 1969

Kircher: Testimony, re: HR12667, July 16, 1969

Kircher: Presentation at Michigan State University, July 22, 1969
Kircher: Press Conference, re: Boycott and Contract Negotiations,
October 1, 1969
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15.
16.
17.
18.
19-21.
22-23.

24.

Box 10
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9-12.
13.
14-16.

William L. Kircher

Kircher: Article Drafts for Farm Quarterly, October, 1969

Kircher: Press Conference, re: Contract Settlements, April 15, 1970
Kircher: Press Conference, re: Contract with Growers, July 22, 1970
Legal: Cases Current, 1970-72

Legal: Van Bourg Correspondence, August, 1966 - November, 1967

Legal: California Rural Legal Assistance, September, 1967 - September,
1971

Legal: California Supreme Court Decision (Several Growers v. Chavez),
December, 1972

Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:
Legislation:

Legislation:
Legislation:
Meany:

Congratulatory Telegrams to Chavez,

General Information

Am. Farm Bureau and Right-To-Work Committee, 1968-71
Background, November, 1969 - July, 1971
Correspondence, 1969

NLRA Coverage, 1966

NLRA Coverage, 1967-68

NLRA Action re: Boycott, 1972

NLRB, the Mayfair Case, 1969

State, 1973

State, California, 1968-72

State, California, Government, 1966-68

State, California, Proposition 22, 1972

HR13981, Proposed Agricultural Labor Relations Board, 1972
HR4769, "Bill of Rights", 1967-71

SB2203, "Murphy Bill", 1969-70

Statements and Testimony, 1959-63

General Information

Statements and Testimony, 1965-68
John Tunney, 1970

September 1, 1966, April 3,

Meany: Address to R.C.I.A. Convention, July 17, 1967

Meany: Testimony before Senator Williams' Subcommittee, May 16, 1969
Meany: Testimony before Labor Subcommittee, July 29, 1970

National Advisory Committee on Farm Labor, June, 1965 - August, 1971

National Campaign for Agricultural Democracy, March, 1967 - February,

1968

General Information

National Campaign for Agricultural Democracy, March, 1968 - September,

1970

National Campaign for Agricultural Democracy: Writers,

Speakers and

Coordinators Tool Kit

National Commission on Food and Fiber, November, 1966 - January, 1967
Negotiations: 1969 - June, 1970

Negotiations: Bishops' Committee, April, 1969 - December, 1972
Negotiations: Congratulatory Messages, 1970

Negotiations: Clippings, 1967 - May, 1971

1967
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General Information

Personnel:
Personnel:
Personnel:
Personnel:

Pesticides:
Relations with Other Unions:
1965-70

San Ysidro Situation:
Southwest Council of La Raza:
Statistics:
Strike: Coachella Valley,
Imperial Valley,
Vegetable,

Research:

Strike:
Strike:

1968-69

Fred Hirsch, 1968-69
David McCain, 1966
Pending, 1967-68
1969-71

1966

1966-67

1969
1963-71

1968-69
1970
1970-71

General Information

Sub-series 2

Box 14

S.

10-14.

15.

Box 16
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Teamsters: No-Raid Pact, 1966-71

Teamsters: Meany-Fitzsimmons Meeting, December 3, 1970
Teamsters: Jurisdictional Agreement, 1970-71
Teamsters: Conflicts after Agreement, 1970-71
Teamsters: Farm Bureau Legislation, 1972-73
Teamsters: Clippings, 1966

Teamsters: Leaflets, 1966

Individual Growers

Basic Vegetable Products, Inc., 1971

Bud Antle: Strikes, 1959-70

Bud Antle: Teamster Dispute, 1971

Individual Growers

Coit Ranch: 1971

Del Monte: 1970

Digiorgio: Work Notes, 1966

Digiorgio: Election, August 30, 1966
Digiorgio: Settlement, 1966-67

Digiorgio: Arvin-Maryville Campaign, 1966
Digiorgio: D.A.L.U. 3037, 1969

Digiorgio: Clippings, 1966

Mel Finerman Co., Inc.: 1971

Jewel Food Stores: 1970

Paul Masson: 1968

Individual Growers

Perelli-Minetti: 1966-68

Salinas: Negotiations, 1970

Salinas: Strike, 1970

Salinas: Teamster Dispute, 1970-71
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10-12.

13.
14.
15.

Schenley

-8- William L. Kircher

: Negotiations, 1966-68

Tannehill: 1966-67

Tenneco:

1971

Vintner Employers Association: 1969-70

Series III: Boycott Activities
Boxes 17-20

Arranged alphabetically by topic, this series contains correspondence,
clippings and other items describing UEFWOC's boycott activities against
individual companies, the organization and financing of the boycotts, and
its support by various union and non-union organizations.

Box 17
1-4.
5-6.
7-12.
13-14.
15-16.

17.
18-19.

Box 18

10-12.
13-14.
15-17.
18-19.

Boycott Activities

Companies:
Companies:
Companies:
Companies:

Lettuce:
Lettuce:
Office:

Giumarra, May, 1966 - September, 1968
Giumarra, AFL-CIO Responses to, November, 1967 - April, 1968
Giumarra, New York Area Support, January - March, 1968
Heublein, December, 1968 - September, 1971

1970 - December, 1972

Leaflets, 1973

New York, June, 1968 - May, 1972

Boycott Activities

Office:

Office:

Support:
Support:
Support:
Support:
Support:
Support:

Philadelphia, 1968-70

Washington, D.C., 1970-71

AFL-CIO, February, 1966 - December, 1971
Background, January, 1968 - November, 1969
Catholic Church, August, 1969 - June, 1972
Financial, February, 1967 - August, 1970
Non-Union, June, 1959 - June, 1969

Union, March, 1966 - April, 1967

Boycott Activities

. Clippings, April, 1965 - April, 1969

Boycott Activities

. Clippings, May, 1969 - January, 1973
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Series IV: Regional Organizations
Boxes 20-23

Arranged alphabetically by state and region, correspondence, clippings
and a variety of other items depict UFWOC's regional organizations,
their local problems, and their support, 1966-72.

Box 20

6.
7-9.
10-13.

Box 21

11-15.
16.
17.
18.

Box 22

1-8.

10-12.
13.
14.

Box 23

1-8.
9-13.
14.
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Regional Organizations

Arizona: 1967-72
Colorado: May, 1966 - February, 1972
Florida: May, 1966 - November, 1969

Regional Organizations

Florida: December, 1969 - March, 1973
Florida and Texas: 1969-71

Hawaii: December, 1968 - July, 1969
Illinois: Tomato Growers' Organization, 1969
Iowa: 1967

Michigan: 1967-70

Mid-West: November, 1966 - April, 1971
Missouri: 1967

New Jersey: 1966-69

New Mexico: 1966

Regional Organizations

New York: February, 1966 - June, 1972
North Carolina: Transient Labor Community Centers, Inc., 1968
Ohio: January, 1966 - June, 1970

Pacific Northwest: November, 1966 - April, 1971
South: 1969-70

Regional Organizations

Texas: June, 1966 - June, 1972
Wisconsin: July, 1966 - August, 1970
Miscellaneous States: 1969-72
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Index to Correspondents

Chavez, Cesar: 2-1, 2-4, 2-¢, 2-9, 2-12, 3-¢, 3-7, 3-13, 4-1,
Box #6 through Box #9, 13-1, 13-4

DeShetler, Irwin L.: Boxes 2-4, 20-7

Green, C. Al: 1-2, 2-4

Itliong, Larry: 2-1, 2-3, 2-5, 2-7, 3-3, 3-9, 4-2
Kircher, William L.: Boxes 1-4, 8-5 through Box 11
Meany, George: 11-5, 11-6, 11-7, 11-8
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Subject Index*

Agricultural Workers Freedom to Work
Association, 4:4

Agricultural Workers Organizing Com-
mittee (AWOC), 1:1-10; finances,
1:3-5

Alma den Vinyards, Inc.: "Protocol for
Peace", 2:13

AFL-CIO: policy statements on agricul-
tural workers, 4:7-10; role in
organizing farm workers, 8:8-9

Anti-boycott proposition (Calif.), 4:3

Bianco Fruit Corp.: collective bar-
gaining agreement, 6:13

Bishops' Farm Labor Committee, 6:13,
12:7-12, 13:14, 16:5-9

Boycott offices, 17:18-19, 18:1-2

Boycott support, 15:16, 18:1-19

Boycotts, 3:13-15, 13:15, 15:16, 17:
15-17, 20:6-13, 21:1-18, 22:1-14,
23:1-14 passim. See also Anti-
boycott proposition and Delano
Grape Strike

Braceros and alien farm workers, 2:2-
4, 2:9, 2:11, 2:13, 3:1, 4:11-15,
5:1-13, 8:16, 9:8-10, 9:22, 11:10,
11:13

Brown, Gov. Edmund G.: agricultural
policy, 2:1

California Migrant Ministry, 6:11,
14:15

Cal-Mission Orchards: collective bar-
gaining agreement, 6:13

Chavez, Cesar, 6:1-8; assassination

plot, 6:9; biographical information,

4:6, 6:8; fasts, 2:11, 17:16
Council of California Growers, 7:1

Delano grape strike, 1965-70, 1:2, 1:
7-10, 2:1-14, 3:1-15; 12:15, 16:
10-12; boycotts, 2:10, 2:13-14, 3:
2, 3:5-6, 3:8-11, 8:7-14, 8:19-20,
9:2-5, 9:14, 9:17. (See also Boy-
cotts and names of individual
vinyards) ; growers' position, 2:1,
2:14, 3:5; UAW support, 2:2-3, 3:
6; use of strikebreakers, 2:12

DeShetler, Irwin L., 2:4, 20:7

Farm labor legislation: Chavez state-
ment, 6: 4; federal, 8:13, 9:0,
10:2, 10:4, 10:13-16, 11:1-4; 11:
7-8, 11:14-15, 12:3 (See also
National Labor Relations Act) ;
state, 1:06, 10:3, 10:9-12

Farm workers: Canadian Indian wor-
kers, 4:1; child labor, 11:14;
education, 1:6-7; Filipino wor-
kers, 3:9; government policy, 1:
8, 2:13; history of unionization,
3:1, 8:5-6, 8:12, 11:9, 12:3, mi-
grant workers, 9:11, 12:3, 20:10-
13. (See also Senate Subcommittee
on Migratory Labor); organizing
outside California, 3:4, 11:11-
12, 12:5, 20:6-13, 21:1-18, 22:
1-14, 23:1-14; service centers,
3:13; statistics, 2:8, 2:10, 3:7,
3:13, 6:20, 8:1, 12:4, 13:9, 13:
11-12; working conditions, 2:3,
11:3

Farm Workers Opportunity Project: sta-
bilization of workforce demonstra-
tion, 1l:6, 1:8-9

Finerman, Mel, and Co.: recognition
agreement, 15:15

Free Marketing Council, 8:1

Freedman, David, and Co., Inc.:UFWOC
contract, 6:12

Gallo, E. and J., Winery: UFWOC con-
tract, 2:7, 2:9, 6:12
Green, C. Al: reassignment, 1:2

Higgins, Msgr. George G.: writings
on farm labor, 2:1, 4:5, 6:7, 8:
21, 12:3, 12:10-12, 1l4:6, 17:17.
See also Bishops' Farm Labor Com-—
mittee

Heublein Corp.: UFWOC recognition,
17:13-14

House of Representatives Special Sub-
committee on Labor, 9:12

Huerta, Dolores, 3:12, 8:2

Itliong, Larry: resignation from
UEWOC, 4:12

International Brotherhood of Team-
sters: jurisdictional agreement

*Key to numbers: 5:3-18 = Box 5, folders 3 through 18.

This selective index is intended as a supplement to the series descriptions
and folder headings to indicate the location of material on subjects which
might not be apparent from the folder designations.



with UFWOC, 14:1-5; rivalry with
UEWOC, 2:4, 2:6-7, 3:13, 8:10-11,
12:14, 14:6-9, 14:12-13, 14:15, 16:
5-9

Kircher, William L.: writings and
statements, 8:5-6; 8:12, 8:20, 9:
14-17

Lettuce industry: organizing, 15:15,
16:5-9, 17:15-17
Labor violence, 16:13

Macchiaroli, James, Fruit Co.: UFWOC
contract, 6:12

El Malcriado: finances, 3:4

Martinez, Fred: AWOC charges against,
1:2; resignation, 2:6, 13:10

Masson, Paul, Inc.: UFWOC contract,
15:17

Meany, George: statements on farm
labor, 11:5-8, 11:11

Murphy, Sen. George: criticism of
UFWOC, 9:7; farm labor legislation,
10:15

National Advisory Committee on Farm
Labor, 11:9-13

National Campaign for Agricultural
Democracy, 11:14-15, 12:1-3

National Farm Workers Association
(NFWA) : consumer co-ops, 2:3;
march to Sacramento, 2:1-2; Office
of Economic Opportunity grant, 1:1;
relations with Agricultural Wor-
kers Organizing Committee (AWOC),
1:2, 1:7-10, 2:1-2; use of radio,
2:3

National Labor Relations Act: ex-
clusion of farm workers, 4:3, 8:6-
7. 8:18, 10:5-8

National SharecroppersFund, 11:13

1968 election: farm worker support
for Robert Kennedy, 8:6; UFWOC op-
position to Richard Nixon, 4:3, 8:
8; UEWOC support of Hubert Humph-
rey, 8:3

Non-violence, 3:13

Operation Buenaventura: poverty pro-
ject, 1:6-7

Operation Harvest Hands: farm worker
education project, 1:7

William L. Kircher

Pesticides and worker safety, 8:9-10,
13:5-7

R and L Farms: UFWOC contract, 6:13

Reagan, Gov. Ronald: agricultural
policy, 17:4

Right-to-work movement, 3:3, 3:8, 3:
15, 4:3, 6:7, 8:1, 8:10, 10:1.
See also Agricultural Workers Free-
dom to Work Association

Roberts' Farms: UFWOC contract, 3:12,
6:13

Roman Catholic Church: and the farm
worker labor movement, 8:11, 18:
10-12. See also Higgins, Msgr.
George and Bishops' Farm Labor
Committee

Salandini, Rev. Victor, 1:1, 3:3,
12:2

Schenley Industries, Inc.: NFWA
recognition, 2:1, 2:11, 16:10-12

Senate Subcommittee on Migratory
Labor, 2:1, 9:11

Sisk, Rep. B. F.: criticism of grape
boycott, 9:4

Strikes: Antle, Bud, 1959-71, 14:10-
14, Coachella valley (Calif.),
1968-69, 13:13. (See also Table
grape strikes infra); DiGeorgio
Fruit Corp., 1966-67, 2:1-3; 2:
7-9, 3:13, 15:3-14; Giumarra Vin-
yards, 1965-70, 3:7, 17:1-12,17:
18-19; Imperial Valley (Calif.),
1970, 13:14; Perelli-Minetti Vin-
yards, 2:4, 2:7-8, 16:1-4; Sal-
inas Valley (Calif.), 13:15, 16:
5-8; San Luis Valley (Colo.), 1970,
20:9; Table grape strikes, 1967-71,
12:6-16, 13:13. See also Delano
grape strike

Teamsters. See International Bro-
therhood of Teamsters

Trefethen Vinyards, Inc.: UFWOC
contract, 4:1

United Church of Christ: support for
farm worker unionization, 6:10

United Farm Workers Organizing Com-—
mittee (UFWOC) : Arizona, 3:9, 20:
6; boycotts. (See Boycotts and
Delano grape strike); criticism of,



