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The papers of Tom Myerscough were placed in the Archives of Labor and Urban
Affairs in October of 1973 by his stepson, Nathaniel Brooks and were opened
for research in April of 1986.

Tom Myerscough was born in 1891 in Lancashire, England.  He emigrated to the
soft coal mines of Western Pennsylvania where he worked for more than thirty
years as a miner, organizer and president of the National Miners Union. The
National Miners Union, formed in 1928, was organized by a group of militant
dissidents who had become disenchanted with leadership of John L. Lewis and
his United Mine Workers.  The National Miners Union led a rank-and-file strike
in 1931 for higher wages, better working conditions anti-Jim Crowism, and
recognition of the National Miners Union.  The strike was broken, but the
militancy of the National Miners Union pervaded miner's union for a number of
years.

The papers of Mr. Myerscough consist primarily of a series of memoirs relating
to the dispute of the dissident coal miners of the National Miners Union until
John L. Lewis and the United Mine Workers and with their conflict with the
coal mine operators in Western Pennsylvania and Kentucky in the late twenties
and early thirties.  Included in the papers is "Bloody Hell in Kentucky," a
manuscript by Mr. Myerscough which is a factionalized account of the violence
in Harlan County, Kentucky between the miners and the coal companies.
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1-9.  "Bloody Hell in Kentucky"
10. Clippings, Sept. 1971
11. "Company Town"  (2 versions)
12. Correspondence, 1969-1970
13. "Retributive Justice"
14. "This is Lewis Territory"  (3 versions)
15. "Where Were the Communists?"  (2 versions)

Non-manuscript material

A tape interview with Tom Myerscough has been placed in
the Archives Audio-Visual Collection.  Two pamphlets about
John L. Lewis and three volumes of the United Mine Workers
Proceedings are available in the Archives Library.


