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Summary Information

Repository: Walter P. Reuther Library

Creator: Glotta, Ronald D.

Title: Ronald D. Glotta Papers

ID: LP000867

Date [inclusive]: 1956-2007

Physical Description: 17 Linear Feet (14 SB, 1 OS) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Language of the
Material:

Material entirely in English.

Abstract: Ron Glotta is a Detroit lawyer, who specializes in working with
workers compensation and social security law. In addition to his active
practice of law, Glotta was a member of the Motor City Labor League,
a group that supported the League of Revolutionary Black Workers and
Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement, and other organizing efforts.
He is also a long-time member and Board Member of the National
Lawyers Guild, Michigan Chapter. The Ronald D. Glotta Papers
comprise primarily materials related to his legal career. The collection
contains material related to his legal cases on the topics of workers
compensation, tenant rights, and prison conditions. The primary cases
consist James Johnson Jr. v. Chrysler Corporation, the Ann Arbor Rent
Strike, and Wayne County Jail, though there are others. Outside of
legal case files materials include correspondence, documents pertaining
to the legal firm Glotta, Adelman, and Dinges, a few speeches given
by Glotta, material related to Glotta's work with the National Lawyer's
Guild - Detroit Chapter, and subject files on topics ranging from 1972
elections to the Law Student Civil Research Council (LSCRRC). The
Glotta papers also include a book he wrote in 2007, The Road to Hell
is Not Paved with Good Intentions and its corresponding 18 volume
commentary.

Citation Style

"Ronald D. Glotta Papers, Box [#], Folder [#], Walter P. Reuther Library, Archives of Labor and
Urban Affairs, Wayne State University"
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Biography

Ronald Glotta was born in Colorado in 1941 and grew up in Kansas. He obtained a bachelor's degree 
from the University of Kansas before attending the University of Michigan Law School. After graduating 
law school and gaining admittance to the bar in 1966, Glotta accepted a position working at a law firm in 
Muskegon that specialized in workers compensation cases.

Since 1968, Glotta has lived in Highland Park and practiced law in Detroit, particularly in the areas of 
workers compensation and social security law.

In addition to his active practice of law, Glotta was a member of the Motor City Labor League, a group 
that supported the League of Revolutionary Black Workers, Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement, and 
other organizing efforts. He is also a long-time member and Board Member of the National Lawyers 
Guild, Michigan Chapter.

In 2007, he wrote a book entitled The Road to Hell is Not Paved with Good Intentions about oppressive 
societal structures in the United States.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content

The Ronald D. Glotta Papers comprise primarily materials related to his legal career. Series 1 contains 
material related to his legal cases on the topics of workers compensation, tenant rights, and prison 
conditions. The primary cases consist of James Johnson Jr. v. Chrysler Corporation, the Ann Arbor Rent 
Strike, and Wayne County Jail, though there are others. Additional materials falling outside the scope of 
case files are found in the second series. In series 2, correspondence, documents pertaining to the legal 
firm Glotta, Adelman, and Dinges, a few speeches given by Glotta, material related to Glotta's work with 
the National Lawyer's Guild - Detroit Chapter, and subject files on topics ranging from 1972 elections to 
the Law Student Civil Research Council (LSCRRC). Additionally, found in this series is the book Glotta 
wrote in 2007, The Road to Hell is Not Paved with Good Intentions and its corresponding 18 volume 
commentary.

Series 1: Case files Series 2: Correspondence, subject files, and organizational involvement

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Arrangement

The collection is arranged into 2 series.

Folders in Series 1 - Case Files, are simply listed by their location within each box. The files in this
series are not fully arranged, so any given subject may be dispersed throughout several boxes within this
series. Folders in series 2 - Correspondence, subject files, and organizational invovlement, are arranged
alphabetically.

Series 1: Series 1: Case Files (Box 1-12; 15) Series 2: Series 2: Correspondence, subject files, and
organizational invovlement (Box 13-14; 15)

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Walter P. Reuther Library

5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
URL: https://reuther.wayne.edu

Acquisition
Donated to the Walter P. Reuther Library by Ron Glotta between 1978 and 2018.

Processing History
Processed and finding aid written by Shae Rafferty on October 10, 2018.

Access
Collection is open for research, except Box 11 - Folder 4 which is closed.

Use
Refer to the Walter P. Reuther Library "Rules for Use of Archival Materials." Restrictions:
Researchers may encounter records of a sensitive nature – personnel files, case records and those
involving investigations, legal and other private matters. Privacy laws and restrictions imposed by the

https://reuther.wayne.edu
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Library prohibit the use of names and other personal information which might identify an individual,
except with written permission from the Director and/or the donor.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
Detroit Revolutionary Movements Records (LR000874)

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Labor lawyers
• Landlord & tenant relations
• Workers' compensation
• Chrysler Corporation
• National Lawyers Guild

Collection Inventory

Series I: Case files
Title/Description Instances

Ann Arbor rent strike, 1966-1975 Box 1 Folder 1

Ann Arbor rent strike, September-October 1968 Box 1 Folder 2

Ann Arbor rent strike, January-February 1969 Box 1 Folder 3

Ann Arbor rent strike, March 1969 Box 1 Folder 4-5

Ann Arbor rent strike, April 1969 Box 1 Folder 6

Ann Arbor rent strike, May 1969 Box 1 Folder 7

Ann Arbor rent strike, October 1969-March 1970 Box 1 Folder 8

Ann Arbor rent strike, undated
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Box 1 Folder 9

Ann Arbor rent strike and rent strike law, 1968 Box 1 Folder 10

Mitchell rent strike (Detroit), 1968-1970 Box 1 Folder 11

Muskegon rent strike, 1967-1968 Box 1 Folder 12

Rent strike - law, 1966-1968 Box 1 Folder 13-17

Rent strike case law, undated Box 1 Folder 18

Civil Rights material unequal housing - Law Students Civil Rights
Research Council (LSCRRC), 1967

Box 1 Folder 19

Tenants rights, 1968-1969 Box 1 Folder 20

Tenants rights - case law, undated Box 1 Folder 21

Tenants rights - general file Box 1 Folder 22

Tenants rights legislation, undated Box 1 Folder 23

Tenant's Rights - Reality or Fraud, 1968 Box 1 Folder 24

Common pleas court - tenant/landlord rules, 1969 Box 1 Folder 25

Detroit housing, 1968-1969 Box 1 Folder 26

National tenants organization, 1968-1970 Box 1 Folder 27

National tenants organization, 1969 Box 1 Folder 28

National tenants organization, 1970 Box 1 Folder 29

National tenants organization, 1971 Box 1 Folder 30

Landlord tenant reference materials, 1974 Box 1 Folder 31

Rodney Bloss et al v Chrysler Corporation - File 1, 1975-1978

Scope and Contents

Inj case, notes from inj case, publicity, Gateway Coal
material

Box 2 Folder 1

Rodney Bloss et al v Chrysler Corporation File 2 Box 2 Folder 2

Rodney Bloss et al v Chrysler Corporation File 3 Box 2 Folder 3

Al Gardner et al v UAW Local 600, 1976 Box 3 Folder 1

Al Gardner et al v UAW Local 600: Pleadings, 1976-1978 Box 3 Folder 2

Al Gardner et al v UAW Local 600: Law and authority, 1976 Box 3 Folder 3

John Littlejohn v Ford Motor Company, 1969-1984 Box 3 Folder 4

Mack Ave stamping unemployment transcripts, 1974-1975 Box 3 Folder 5

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Supreme court
application, publicity, etc., 1975-1979

Box 4 Folder 1
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James Johnson Jr v Chrylser Corporation, 1971-1980 Box 4 Folder 2

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Letter from Dr.
Schmitz, Frederick Wiseman, news articles, 1971-1976

Box 4 Folder 3

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Advertisement,
application to court, and Robey, 1970-1976

Box 4 Folder 4

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Tom Rickey material,
1976

Box 4 Folder 5

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Motion to strike, 1976 Box 4 Folder 6

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation, 1975-1976 Box 4 Folder 7

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Atherton v Fawcett case
history, June 1941

Box 4 Folder 8

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Motion for new trial,
TT's response, 1975-1977

Box 4 Folder 9

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Robey, 1975, 1979 Box 4 Folder 10

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Model for leave to
appeal, 1972-1973

Box 4 Folder 11

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation, 1975-1976 Box 4 Folder 12

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Briefs motion for new
trial, 1976-1977

Box 4 Folder 13

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Cockrel document,
1973-1976

Box 4 Folder 14

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Affidavits, 1976-1977 Box 4 Folder 15

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Brief, 1976 Box 4 Folder 16

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Brief of Defendant-
Appellant, 1978

Box 5 Folder 1

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Conley's opinion, D's
and TT's briefs on appeal, 1974-1975

Box 5 Folder 2

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Notice of hearing and
leave to appeal, 1980

Box 5 Folder 3

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Exhibits and notes
medical info regarding JJ, 1971-1979

Box 5 Folder 4

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Medical, 1970-1971 Box 5 Folder 5

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Civil Rights materials,
1971-1976

Box 5 Folder 6

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Petitiotns for additional
testimony, 1974

Box 5 Folder 7

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Workmen's
Compensation, 1973, 1975

Box 5 Folder 8
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James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Trial book, November
22 and 24, 1971

Box 5 Folder 9

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Trial book, November
29, 1971

Box 5 Folder 10

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Trial book, March 23,
1976

Box 5 Folder 11

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Trial book, March 24,
1976

Box 5 Folder 12

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Trial book, April 26,
1976

Box 5 Folder 13

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Trial book, May 12,
1976

Box 5 Folder 14

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Trial book, June 9, 1976 Box 5 Folder 15

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Ionia State Hospital
record Section A Volume I, 1971-1975

Box 6 Folder 1-2

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Ionia State Hospital
record Section A Volume II, 1971-1975

Box 6 Folder 3-4

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Ionia State Hospital
record Section B, 1971-1973

Box 6 Folder 5

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Ionia State Hospital
record Section C Volume I, 1971-1974

Box 6 Folder 6

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Ionia State Hospital
record Section C Volume II, 1971-1974

Box 6 Folder 7

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Appeals, 1975-1980 Box 6 Folder 8

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: News articles, 1973,
1980

Box 6 Folder 9

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Press, 1973, 1979 Box 6 Folder 10

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Press and
miscellaneous, 1973-1979

Box 6 Folder 11

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Publicity, 1973, 1979 Box 6 Folder 12

James Johnson Jr v Chrysler Corporation: Newspaper clippings,
1973, 1975

Box 15 Folder 1

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: 1975-1976

Scope and Contents

Detroit Forge Plant

Box 6 Folder 13

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Stepanski, 1974, 1977 Box 6 Folder 14

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Stepanski workers
comp case, 1975-1976

Box 6 Folder 15
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Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Testimony-MESC,
1974

Scope and Contents

Rodney Bloss

Box 7 Folder 1

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Depositions Scott and
Williams, 1977-1981

Box 7 Folder 2

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Discovery and
documents, 1979

Box 7 Folder 3

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Depositions company
people, 1977

Box 7 Folder 4

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Master, 1976-1982 Box 8 Folder 1

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Deposition union
people, 1977-1979

Box 8 Folder 2

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Federal court
proceeding, 1974-1976

Box 8 Folder 3

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Health and safety file
and miscellaneous material, 1971-1974

Scope and Contents

Includes document on hourly absenteeism at Detroit Forge
Plant

Box 8 Folder 4

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Conferences notes,
1973-1981

Box 8 Folder 5

Jerome Scott et al v Chrysler Corporation: Law research,
1959-1981

Box 8 Folder 6

Social Security complaint, 1972 Box 8 Folder 7

UAW local 961, 1972-1988 Box 8 Folder 8

Wayne County Jail, 1984-1989

Scope and Contents

Puchasing and budget; bunkmate mismatches; court
documents; jail regulations

Box 9 Folder 1-4

Wayne County Jail, 1970-1981; 1989-1991

Scope and Contents

Medical director; Wayne County Jail Inmates v Wayne
County Board of Supervisors; Jail Monitor's Report
appendix (3 Books); Appeal brief and appendix in support

Box 10 Folder 1-3



Guide to the Ronald D. Glotta Papers LP000867

- Page 11-

of defendant (3 books); compliance and court monitoring;
motion for disqualification

Wayne County Jail, 1968-1989

Scope and Contents

File 1: Abortion - Beebe v. Calahan, other case law; Police 
report on Students for a Democratic Society Ypsilanti File 2: 
1988-1989 Compliance and briefs File 3: 1988 Compliance, 
improvements, and proof of service File 4: ClOSED

Box 11 Folder 1-4

Wayne County Jail, 1976, 1985-1989

Scope and Contents

Judgements, court orders, court monitoring

Box 12 Folder 1-3

Wayne County Jail rehabilitiation old section building plans, July
1971

Box 15 Folder 2-3

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series II: Correspondence, subject files, and organizational involvement
Title/Description Instances

Correspondence, 1969, 1973 Box 13 Folder 1

Correspondence, 1970 Box 13 Folder 2

Correspondence, 1971-1973 Box 13 Folder 3

Correspondence, 1975 Box 13 Folder 4

Correspondence, undated Box 13 Folder 5

Credit problems, 1966-1967 Box 13 Folder 6

Glotta, Adelman, and Dinges, 1975 Box 13 Folder 7

Glotta, Adelman, and Dinges - employment, 1971-1975 Box 13 Folder 8

Economic crisis news clippings and notes, 1971 Box 13 Folder 9

Election, 1972 Box 13 Folder 10

Election (J. Ravitz), 1972 Box 13 Folder 11

Integration material, 1975 Box 13 Folder 12

Land purchase and American Bar Association Labor Relations
Law directory, 1970-1971

Box 13 Folder 13

Law Student Civil Rights Research Council (LSCRRC),
1972-1973

Box 13 Folder 14

Law Student Civil Rights Research Council (LSCRRC), 1974 Box 13 Folder 15
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Michigan Coalition to Stop S-1, 1976 Box 13 Folder 16

Miscellaneous, 1965-1976 Box 13 Folder 17

Miscellaneous, 1966-1974 Box 13 Folder 18

National Lawyers Guild: American Indian Movemnt (AIM)
Wounded Knee Benefit, 1973 (1 of 2 folders)

Box 13 Folder 19

National Lawyers Guild: American Indian Movemnt (AIM)
Wounded Knee Benefit, 1973 (2 of 2 folders)

Box 14 Folder 1

National Lawyers Guild: Defense Office, 1970-1971 Box 14 Folder 2

National Lawyers Guild: Labor seminars, 1973 Box 14 Folder 3

National Lawyers Guild - Detroit Chapter, 1970-1974 Box 14 Folder 4

National Lawyers Guild - Detroit Chapter: Annual Dinner file,
1970

Box 14 Folder 5

National Lawyers Guild - Detroit Chapter: Finances, 1956-1972 Box 14 Folder 6

National Lawyers Guild - Detroit Chapter: Finances, 1963, 1967 Box 14 Folder 7

National Lawyers Guild - Detroit Chapter: Finances, 1968-1971 Box 14 Folder 8

National Lawyers Guild - Detroit Chapter: Finances, 1970-1971 Box 14 Folder 9

Professional Skills Alliance - Model Cities and Woodward East,
1971-1972

Box 14 Folder 10

Regional Skill Committee National Bank of Detroit record,
September 1974

Box 14 Folder 11

The Road to Hell is Not Paved with Good Intentions: How we got
there... how we get back: Book, 2007

Box 14 Folder 12

The Road to Hell is Not Paved with Good Intentions: How we got
there... how we get back: Audio commentary, 2007 (18 CDs)

Box 14 Folder 13

Speaking engagements, 1969 Box 14 Folder 14-15

Speaking engagements - University of Pennsylvania, 1969 Box 14 Folder 16

Harvard speech, 1970 Box 14 Folder 17

Unemployment, 1974 Box 14 Folder 18

Winfield Foundry, 1973 Box 14 Folder 19

^ Return to Table of Contents
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