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The papers of Francis Heisler were placed in the Archives of Labor and Urban 
Affairs in March of 1981 by Mr. Heisler. 

Mr. Heisler was born in Hungary in 1895. Educated in Switzerland, he worked as an engineer in 
Germany and Chicago (after coming to the United States in 1924). After receiving his law degree in 1929, 
he worked briefly as both an engineer and attorney in the 1930s before engaging solely in the practice of 
law. Mr. Heisler served as national counsel for the Workers Defense League and was a board member as 
well as an organizer of the Chicago Division of the American Civil Liberties Union. During his legal 
career, Mr. Heisler maintained law practices in Chicago and Carmel and Monterey, California. His law 
practice included representation of numerous labor unions, conscientious objectors and draft resisters, and 
the handling of many civil rights and civil liberties cases. Mr. Heisler died in 1984. 

The papers of Mr. Heisler reflect his legal career with primary emphasis on labor-related cases. 

Important subjects covered in this collection are: 

Labor Relations 
Conscientious Objection 

An index to subjects will be found on pages 6-7. 

An oral history of Francis Heisler and his wife, Friedy Baumann Heisler, M.D. is 
on file with the Regional Oral History Office of The Bancroft Library, University of 
California, Berkeley. 
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Contents 
5 manuscript boxes 

1 storage box (7 scrapbooks) 

Series I, Legal Career 1936-1976 

Subseries A: Client Files, 1936-1976, Boxes 1-5 
Legal documents and other materials relating to Mr. Heisler's 
law practice. 

Subseries B: Personal Papers, 1937-1976, Box 5 
Publications by Mr. Heisler and other personal material. 

Subseries C: Scrapbooks, 1936-1958, Box 6 
Seven scrapbooks of clippings relating to legal cases handled by 

Mr. Heisler and subjects of interest to him. 

Non-manuscript Material: 
One photograph has been placed in the Archives Audio 
Visual Collection. 

Series I 
Legal Career, 1936-1976 

Boxes 1-6 

Files relating to Mr. Heisler's legal careeer. 

This series is divided into the following three subseries: 

Subseries A: Client Files, 1936-1976, Box 1-5 

Legal documents, transcripts, and other items relating to Mr. Heisler's 
law practice. Files are arranged alphabetically by client and then 
chronologically. 

Subseries B: Personal Papers, 1937-1976, Box 5 

Publications by Mr. Heisler relating to legal issues and program for 
award dinner. Materials are arranged chronologically. 

Subseries C: Scrapbooks, 1936-1958, Box 6 

Seven scrapbooks containing newspaper clippings relating to legal cases 
handled by Mr. Heisler or subjects of interest to him. 
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Box 1 

1-2.  Bash, Douglas; US vs Bash, Brief [c. 1967] 
3. Bash, Douglas; US vs Bash, Petition [c. 1967] 
4. Chavez, Felix, Jr.; US vs Chavez, Brief [c. 1967] 
5. Chicago Moving Picture & Machine Operators Union Local No. 110 

[CMPMOU]; Correspondence, 1945 
6. CMPMOU, Proceedings of International Alliance, 1936 
7. CMPMOU, Proceedings of International Alliance, 1938 
8. Davenport, Wesley L., Jr.; US vs Davenport, Brief [c. 1967] 
9. Dudley, Robert G. and Mari A; Dudley vs Grut, Petition, 14 Jan 1975 
10. Gurs, Gay; Gurs vs Gurs, Jurisdictional Statement, 22 Oct 1976 
11. Heisler, Friedy B. and Francis; Heisler vs USA, et al, Petition, 

14 Nov 1972 
12. Lofther, Frank; Lofther vs First National Bank of Chicago, 

Transcript, 6 Mar 1943 
13. McGuire, Gregory J.; US vs McGuire, Brief [c. 1967] 
14. Pauling, Linus C; Pauling vs McElroy, Brief for Appellants [c. 1958] 
15. Pauling, Linus C; Pauling vs McElroy, Brief for Appellees [c. 1958] 
16. Pauling, Linus C; Pauling vs McNamara, Brief for Appellants [c. 1963] 
17. Pauling, Linus C; Pauling vs McNamara, Reply Brief for Appellants 

[c. 1963] 

Box 2 

1. Parker, Malcolm Lebert; USA vs Parker, Appellant's Brief [c. 1961 ] 
2. Parker, Malcolm Lebert; USA vs Parker, Appendix [c. 1961] 
3. Parker, Malcolm Lebert; USA vs Parker, Brief for Appellee, 18 Apr 1962 
4. Parker, Malcolm Lebert; USA vs Parker, Reply Brief, 3 May 1962 
5. Parker, Malcolm Lebert; USA vs Parker, Opinion, 20 Aug 1962 
6. Parker, Malcolm Lebert; USA vs Parker, Petition for Writ, 11 Oct 1962 
7. Parker, Malcolm Lebert; USA vs Parker, Brief for the U. S., Nov 1962 
8. Parker, Malcolm Lebert; USA vs Parker, Supplemental Transcript 

[c. 1963] 
9. Parker, Malcolm Lebert; USA vs Parker, Brief of Petitioner, 13 Feb 1963 

10-12. Seymour, James F. and Steven D. Anderson; US vs Seymour and 
Anderson, Brief [c. 1968] 

13-15. Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 30 Jun 1941 
16-19. Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 8 Jul 1941 
20-22. Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 9 Jul 1941 



4 

Box 3 
  1-3.    Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 10 Jul 1941 
  4-5.    Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 15 Jul 1941 
  6-8.    Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 21 Jul 1941 
 9-10.   Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 22 Jul 1941 
11-15.  Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 24 Jul 1941 
16-17.  Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 14 Jan 1942 
18-21.  Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 16 Jan 1942 

22. Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 23 Jan 1942 
23. Socki, Frank, et al; Socki vs Caldwell, Hearing Testimony, 13 Feb 1942 
24. Stolte, Kenneth W., Jr. and Daniel F. Amick; US vs Stolte and Amick, 

Petition [c. 1968] 
25. Stolte, Kenneth W., Jr. and Daniel F. Amick; US vs Stolte and Amick, 

Brief [c. 1968] 

Box 4 

1. Track Layers Union Local 1009; Correspondence, 1943 
2. Track Layers Union Local 1009; Flyers, 1943 
3. Track Layers Union Local 1009; Receipts, 1943 
4. United Grocery and Produce Employees Union Local 329 [UGPEUJ; 

Agreement between American News and United Cigar, Drug and Food 
Workers Union, 9 Jun 1946 

5. UGPEU; Agreement with Hillman's, 10 Jul 1945 
6. UGPEU; Bank Account, 1946 
7. UGPEU; Correspondence, 1945-1946 
8. UGPEU; Credentials, 1946 
9. UGPEU; Newspaper Clipping [c. 1946] 
10. UGPEU; National Labor Relations Board, 1946 
11. UGPEU; Notes, 1946 
12. UGPEU; Statement, 1 Sep 1946 
13. United Mail Order, Warehouse & Retail Employees Union Local 20 

[UMO]; Montgomery Ward [Ward] vs UMO, Answer to Petition, 
20 Jan 1947 

14. UMO; Ward vs UMO, Brief and Argument, 13 May 1947 
15. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Brief for Appellant [c. 1954] 
16. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Brief for Appellees, 17 Sep 1954 
17. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Reply Brief for Appellant [c. 1954] 
18. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Petition for Leave to Appeal, 29 Jul 1955 
19. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Answer to Petition [c. 1955] 
20. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Abstract of Record [c. 1955] 
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Box 5 

1. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Brief and Argument, 20 Dec 1955 
2. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Brief for Appellee [c. 1955] 
3. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Reply Brief, 13 Feb 1956 
4. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Petition for Rehearing, 11 Jun 1956 
5. UMO; UMO vs Ward, Petition for Writ, 12 Dec 1956 

6-7.  Washington, Minor, Jr.; US vs Washington, Brief [c. 1967] 

Box 5 

8. Publications; The First Two Moscow Trials. Why?, 1937 
9. Publications; The Law Versus the Conscientious Objector, 1953 

10. Workers Defense League; Program, 40th Anniversary Dinner, 8 Jun 1976 

Box 6 

Scrapbooks 1-7; 1936-1958 
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Index to Subjects 

American Coating Mills Strike, 6:Scrapbook 1 
American Commonwealth Party, 6:Scrapbook 3 
Avery, Sewell; 6:Scrapbooks 4, 5 
Caldwell, Max, 2:13-22, 3:1-23, 6:Scrapbooks 2, 3 
Community Property, 1:10 
Conscientious Objection, 1:1-4, 2:1-12, 5:9, 6:Scrapbooks 1, 3, 6, 7 
Draft Counseling, 6:Scrapbook 6 
Draft Resistance, 6:Scrapbook 1, 6 
Due Process, 1:1-4, 2:10-12 
Elevator Operators & Starters Union Local 66,6:Scrapbook 3 
Fair Labor Standards Act; violations of, 1:12 
Fargo Coal Workers Strike, 6:Scrapbook 1 
Freedom of the Press/Freedom of Speech, 3:24-25, 4:13-20, 5:1-5; 

6:Scrapbook 3 
Gara, Larry. See Draft Counseling 
Hillman's, Inc., 2:13-22, 3:1-23,4:5,4:7-10, 6:Scrapbooks 1, 2, 3 
Kirov, Sergei; murder of; 5:8 
Illinois Workers Alliance, 6:Scrapbook 1 
Labor Health Institute, 6:Scrapbook 7 
Marshall Field's, 6:Scrapbook 3 
McCarthy, Joseph, 6:Scrapbook 7 
Monterey Peninsula Forum, 6:Scrapbook 7 
Montgomery Ward & Company: 
    lawsuits with union, 4:13-20, 5:1-5, 6:Scrapbooks 3, 4, 5, 7; 
    seizure by U.S. government, 6:Scrapbooks 4, 5; 
Moscow Trials, 5:9 
National Tea Co. Strike, 6:Scrapbook 1 
Nitti, Frank, 6:Scrapbooks 2, 3 
Nuclear Weapons Testing; ban, 1:14-17, 6:Scrapbook 6 
Peonage; 6:Scrapbook 6 
Pollack, Max. See Max Caldwell 
Rapid Roller Co., 6:Scrapbooks 1, 3 
Retail Clerks Protective Association, 2:13-22, 3:1-23, 6:Scrapbooks 2, 3 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union. See United Mail Order, 

Warehouse & Retail Employees Union 
Revere Copper and Brass Strike, 6:Scrapbook 1 
Slave Labor. See Peonage 
Soldiers Voting Act of 1944, 6:Scrapbook 3 
Trotsky, Leon, 5:8; 6:Scrapbook 3 
Trotskyite-Zinovievite Terrorist Centre, 5:8 
Union Newspaper; ]freedom to publish, 4:13-20,5:1-5 
Unions; control by organized crime, 6:Scrapbook 3 



7 

Unions; allegations of corrupt leadership, 2:13-22, 3:1-23, 6:Scrapbooks 2-3 
United Mail Order, Warehouse & Retail Employees Union; 4:13-20, 5:1-5, 

6:Scrapbooks 1, 3,4, 5, 7 
United Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Employees of America. See 

United Mail Order, Warehouse & Retail Employees Union 
War Labor Board, 6:Scrapbooks 4, 5 
War Resisters League, 6:Scrapbook 6 
Wellman, Charles, 6:Scrapbookl 
Workers Defense League, 5:10; 6:Scrapbook 1 
Zinoviev, G. E, 5:8 


