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Bernard Firestone was secretary-treasurer of the Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers
Union’s Chicago and Central States Joint Board, the union’s eight-state Midwest region, when he
was killed by a disgruntled ACTWU retiree at his office in September of 1989.

A Detroit native, he received undergraduate and law degrees from Wayne State University and
had been a member of ACTWU, which represents workers at tailor shops, laundries, dry cleaners
and clothing stores, for thirty years.  A staunch labor activist, Mr. Firestone served as vice-
president and on the Labor Crisis and Good Government Committees of the Metro Detroit AFL-
CIO.

Mr. Firestone also served as a Central Michigan University trustee and was active in Democratic
Party politics and community affairs generally, working with United Way, the Michigan
Coalition for Human Rights and numerous other civic organizations.

The papers of Bernard Firestone consist of correspondence, newsletters, minutes, publications,
and other material relating to his work in the labor movement and his involvement in community
activities.

A few audio tapes of memorial tributes to Bernard Firestone have been placed in the Archives
Audiovisual Collection.

Important subjects in the collection:

ACTWU
Collective Bargaining-Clothing Store Employees
Democratic Party Politics
Labor Mediation
Metro Detroit AFL-CIO

Important correspondents in the collection:

Ossie Davis
David Hecker
Jack Scheinkman
Ed Scribner



Tom Turner

PLEASE NOTE:  Folders are computer-arranged alphabetically in this
finding aid, but may actually be dispersed throughout several boxes in the
collection.  Note carefully the box number for each folder heading.
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Box-folder Folder heading

16-1 A.C.C.E.S.S., 1988-91
1-10 ACTWU Region 5 Community Directory and By-Laws, 1988

1-11 thru 14 ACTWU Region 5 Minutes, 1971-75
8-21 ACTWU; report of GEB, 1990

2-1 ACWA; corres. and minutes, 1963
14-1 Addresses of Candidates, n.d.
17-9 Affiliation Committee, 1989
9-15 Appointment Books, 1961-87
8-22 Appointment Books, 1962-89

1-1 thru 1-7 Appointment Books, 1982-88

11-14 Belle Isle News, 1985-89
15-1 Boycott Action Committee, 1989

17-6 C.O.P.E., 1983
9-7 Celebration for "Bernie" material, 1989

16-10 Central America, 1984-87
15-5 thru 7 Central America, 1985-86, 1988

16-9 Central America, 1987
9-13 Certificate of Death, 1989

17-15 Constitutions, n.d.
10-1 thru 62 Corres., 1960-67

11-2 Corres., 1962-83
7-1 thru 12 Corres., 1963
2-2 thru 13 Corres., 1964

7-13 thru 24 Corres., 1966
3-1 thru 25 Corres., 1968-70 Jun
5-1 thru 42 Corres., 1970 Jun-1973

2-16 thru 26 Corres., 1974 Feb-Dec
7-25 thru 31 Corres., 1975 Jan-Jul

10-63 thru 68 Corres., 1975 Jul-Dec
7-32 thru 43 Corres., 1976
11-9 thru 13 Corres., 1976-89

2-27  thru 46 Corres., 1977 Apr-1978
10-69 thru 72 Corres., 1977 Jan-Apr

13-1 thru 32 Corres., 1979-81
12-1 thru 18 Corres., 1981-Dec-1983

6-1 thru 23 Corres., 1984-85
3-26 thru 31 Corres., 1986 Jan-Jun

9-1 thru 6 Corres., 1986 Jul-Dec
8-1 thru 12 Corres., 1987

3-32 thru 36 Corres., 1988 Aug-Dec
8-13 thru 20 Corres., 1988 Jan-Aug
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11-8 Corres. and reports, n.d.
2-15 Corres.; misc., 1965 -79
6-24 Corres.; misc., 1981-89

15-11 Eastern Airlines, n.d.
16-8 El Salvador, 1984-87
14-5 El Salvador, 1988
14-2 Election campaign, 1982

14-11 Election campaign, 1986
14-10 Election campaign, 1988
17-14 Election Committees, n.d.
11-16 Election Material, 1970

4-7 thru 8 Firestone, Bernard; corres., 1978-88
11-4 Firestone, Bernard; eulogies, n.d.

11-15 Firestone, Bernard; Memorial Conference, 1991
11-1 Firestone, Bernard; memorial tributes, n.d.

4-9 thru 11 Firestone, Bernard; misc., 1981-88
11-7 Firestone, Bernard; misc., n.d.
11-5 Firestone, Bernard; speeches, 1982-89
2-14 Firestone, Bernard; tribute by Michigan Senate, 1973

14-7 Good Government Committee, n.d.
17-12 Good Government. Committee, n.d.

17-5 Good Government Lansing Trip, 1989

17-8 Henderson, Erma; bio, n.d.
17-2 Histadrut, 1981

14-4 "Inside Sweden", 1989
17-4 Instructions for Telephone Volunteers, n.d.

9-10 Japan Trip Information, 1985

15-4 Labor Crisis Support Committee, 1989
17-13 Labor Crisis Support Committee, 1989

9-9 Labor mediation; Firestone, 1968
4-12 thru 16 Labor newspaper coverage of Bernard Firestone's interests, n.d.

1-9 "Labor Notes", 1989
14-3 Labor Studies Center, 1986

17-1 Mandatory Medicine Assignment, 1987
9-8 Memorial tributes, 1989
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14-9 Metro Detroit AFL-CIO; Con. Conv., 1988
17-10 Mich AFL-CIO Con. Conv., 1989

1-8 Michigan Council for the Humanities, 1978-86
15-3 Michigan Labor Committee, 1989

16-2 thru 5 Midwest Labor Song Exchange, 1987
16-11 thru 12 Midwest Labor Song Exchange, 1987-88

16-7 Nicaragua, 1984-89

9-12 Pay Increase Notices, 1969-81
16-6 Philippines, 1984-88
15-9 Pittston Co., 1989
11-6 Political Office Races, Bernard J. Firestone, 1973

14-12 thru 15 Politics, 1984-86, 1989
17-3 Postponement of Metro Det. Convention, 1988

17-11 Precinct Delegates, 1988
15-8 Public Relations, 1985-86
14-6 Publications and correspondence, 1987

15-12 thru 16 Qualifications Adsvisory Committee, n.d.
15-2 Qualifications Advisory Committee, 1989
11-3 Quotes and proverbs, n.d.

16-13 Spanish language publications, 1987
9-11 State mediator resignation, 1968

15-10 TV2, 1989

17-7 UAW 11th Con. Conv., 1984
9-14 Union membership cards, n.d.

4-1 thru 4-4 Univ. Dist Community Assn. Block Clubs, 1972, 1974, n.d.
4-20 Univ. Dist. Community Assn. Misc., n.d.

4-5 thru 6 Univ. Dist. Community Assn. Newsletter, 1983-88
4-17 thru 19 Univ. Dist. Community Assn. Newsletters, 1978-89

14-8 Washington march, 1987 Apr


