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Abstract 
Joe	
  Felmet	
  participated	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  “freedom	
  ride”	
  of	
  the	
  civil	
  rights	
  movement.	
  This	
  
1947	
  trip,	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  “Journey	
  of	
  Reconciliation,”	
  was	
  meant	
  to	
  test	
  the	
  Supreme	
  
Court’s	
  ruling	
  that	
  banned	
  segregation	
  on	
  interstate	
  travel.	
  The	
  sixteen	
  riders	
  were	
  
arrested	
  multiple	
  times	
  along	
  the	
  way	
  and	
  Felmet	
  was	
  sentenced	
  to	
  three	
  weeks	
  on	
  
a	
  chain	
  gang	
  in	
  North	
  Carolina.	
  	
  
	
  
Felmet	
  was	
  a	
  lifelong	
  peace	
  activist	
  and	
  an	
  advocate	
  for	
  civil	
  liberties.	
  He	
  was	
  a	
  
conscientious	
  objector	
  during	
  World	
  War	
  II	
  and	
  refused	
  to	
  be	
  inducted	
  into	
  the	
  
military.	
  He	
  went	
  on	
  to	
  become	
  an	
  active	
  leader	
  of	
  the	
  Southern	
  chapter	
  of	
  the	
  
Workers’	
  Defense	
  League	
  (WDL).	
  He	
  later	
  ran	
  for	
  the	
  US	
  House	
  in	
  1974	
  and	
  the	
  US	
  
Senate	
  in	
  1978.	
  	
  
	
  
His	
  papers	
  consist	
  of	
  articles	
  and	
  personal	
  remembrances	
  of	
  his	
  civil	
  rights	
  and	
  free-­‐
speech	
  activism	
  and	
  copies	
  of	
  FBI	
  files	
  on	
  the	
  WDL.	
  	
  
	
  
	
   Important	
  Subjects:	
  

Congress	
  of	
  Racial	
  Equality	
  
Fellowship	
  of	
  Reconciliation	
  (U.S.)	
  

	
   Journey	
  of	
  Reconciliation,	
  1947	
  
	
   National	
  Association	
  for	
  the	
  Advancement	
  of	
  Colored	
  People	
  
	
   Workers’	
  Defense	
  League	
  
	
  
	
   Important	
  Names:	
  
	
   Houser,	
  George	
  
	
   Houston,	
  Charles	
  
	
   Lynn,	
  Conrad	
  
	
   Marshall,	
  Thurgood	
  	
  
	
   Peck,	
  James	
  
	
   Rustin,	
  Bayard	
  
	
   Watts,	
  Rowland	
  
	
   Worthy,	
  William	
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Arrangement	
  	
  
Material	
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  been	
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  arranged	
  and	
  reflects	
  its	
  original	
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  as	
  acquired	
  by	
  
the	
  Archives.	
  Subjects	
  may	
  be	
  dispersed	
  throughout	
  the	
  entire	
  collection.	
  	
  


