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In 1956, UAW President Walter Reuther enlisted community support for a prepaid group
medical practice approach to health care.  The purchase of Metropolitan Hospital on
Detroit’s west side was the first major step taken to start the plan.  The plan was received
with great skepticism by many Detroit area physicians, who considered the new approach
“socialized medicine,” but the controversy ended in 1959, when the American Medical
Association dropped its longstanding ban against prepaid group medical plans.
Community Health Association (CHA), Michigan’s first official prepaid health care
program based on preventive medicine, opened in December of 1960.  In 1972, Blue
Cross Blue Shield acquired CHA and renamed it Metro Health Plan; a few years later,
Henry Ford Hospital, Metropolitan Hospital and Health Centers and Metro Health Plan,
Inc. merged to become Health Alliance Plan, currently Michigan’s largest HMO.

The UAW Social Security Department: Community Health Association Collection
contains minutes, correspondence and reports pertaining to the founding and development
of Detroit’s first health maintenance organization.

PLEASE NOTE:  Folders are computer-arranged alphabetically in this
finding aid, but may actually be dispersed throughout several boxes in the
collection.  Note carefully the box number for each folder heading.

Important subjects in the collection:

Automobile industry workers--Medical care
Detroit (Mich.)--Hospitals
Detroit (Mich.)--Medical care
Health maintenance organizations--Michigan--Detroit
Insurance, Health
Metropolitan Hospital--Michigan--Detroit

Important correspondents in the collection:

Dr. Caldwell B. Esselstyn Dr. Frederick Mott
Melvin Glasser Walter P. Reuther
Marvin Meltzer Henry Warren
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Non-manuscript material:

A few photographs have been placed in the Archives Audiovisual Collection.
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3-4 Board and committee lists, 1959-65, 1970
6-3 Budget reports, 1959-65

2-1 thru 2 Building Committee, 1959-62
1-20 thru 21 Building Committee, 1959-65

2-3 Building dedications, 1961-62

1-14 Cases, 1955-67
2-26 CHA administrative manual, 1963
8-14 CHA annual meeting, 1958
7-11 CHA annual meeting, 1959
7-18 CHA annual meeting, 1960
8-13 CHA annual meeting, 1960

7-4 CHA annual meeting, 1962-71
9-4 CHA annual report, 1968-69

9-13 CHA, articles re, 1957-71

4-4 thru 5 CHA Board of Directors; corres., reports, 1956-67
7-8 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1958 Jun 26
7-9 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1958 Jul 18

7-10 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1958 Nov 19
7-12 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1959 May 15
7-13 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1959 May 25
7-14 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1959 Jun 22
7-15 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1959 Sep 9
7-16 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1959 Sep 30
7-17 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1959 Nov 3
7-19 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1960 Jun 1
7-20 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1960 Sep 7
7-21 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1960 Nov 10
7-22 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1961 Feb 2
7-23 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1961 Apr 19
7-24 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1961 Jun 19
7-25 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1961 Oct 4
7-26 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1962 Feb 13
7-27 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1962 Jun 20
7-28 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1962 Nov 7
7-29 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1963 Apr 17
7-30 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1963 Nov 4
7-31 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1963 Nov 25
7-32 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1964 Feb 27
7-33 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1964 May 25
7-34 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1964 Nov 9
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7-35 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1965 Jan 21
7-36 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1965 Mar 11

8-1 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1965 Aug 3
8-2 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1965 Sep 8
8-3 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1966 Jul 28
8-4 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1966 Dec 6
8-5 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1967 Jul 27
8-6 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1967 Aug 17
8-7 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1968 Jan 10
8-8 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1968 Mar 4
8-9 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1968 Jun 26

8-10 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1968 Sep 11
8-11 CHA Board of Directors meeting; agenda book, 1968 Nov 20

4-1 thru 3 CHA Board of Directors; meeting minutes, 1956-70
9-10 thru 11 CHA Board of Directors meetings, 1969

9-8 thru 9 CHA Board of Directors meetings, 1970
9-6 thru 7 CHA Board of Directors meetings, 1971

5-7 CHA Building and Hospital Corporations, 1960-69
7-3 CHA computer services, 1967-71

8-24 CHA Conference on Quality of Medical Care, 1957
8-25 CHA constitution and by-laws, 1958-60
8-12 CHA Executive Committee meeting, 1959 May 15

6-15 thru 16 CHA Executive Committee; minutes and meeting material, 1963-
68

4-6 thru 7 CHA executive directors, 1957-68
9-5 “CHA Health Care Study,” 1970
7-7 CHA; Health Maintenance Organization, 1971

5-5 thru 6 CHA history, 1954-70
7-6 CHA; Medicaid, 1967-72

6-17 CHA Membership Committee, 1966-70
2-25 CHA pamphlets, 1961-71

6-18 thru 19 CHA Personnel Committee, 1966-69
9-12 CHA; press releases, ads, promotional speeches, 1957-64
6-20 CHA psychiatric, drug, and nursing home programs, 1966-70
6-13 CHA rates, 1963-70
6-21 CHA reorganization, 1967-71

7-1 thru 2 CHA reorganization, 1967-71
4-8 CHA staff, 1956-70

3-1 thru 3 CHA-Metropolitan Hospital Joint Committee, 1957-68
2-8 CHA-Metropolitan Hospital Joint Committee, 1960-66
9-1 CHA-Metropolitan Hospital Joint Committee, 1964, 1968
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9-2 CHA Progress Reports, 1961-62

6-10 Clinics in metropolitan area, 1964-70
6-11 Complaints and grievances, 1965-70

3-5 thru 16 Correspondence, reports, misc., 1954-72

1-12 Diagnostic programs, 1956-64
2-4 Finance Committee, 1961-69

5-1 thru 3 Finance Committee; minutes, 1964-70
4-12 thru 15 Finance Committee; minutes, correspondence, 1966-71
1-16 thru 17 Financial arrangements, 1955-56

4-9 thru 11 Financing, 1957-69
1-15 Financing, 1958-64
9-14 Group medicine and hospital planning, articles re, 1959-71
2-23 Hospital privileges with metro area hospitals, 1960-70

5-9 thru 10 Hospitals in the metro area, 1957-67
2-5 Joint Conference Committee minutes, 1959-66

1-19 Legal material, 1955-60

5-8 "Medical Care Notes,” 1958-59
5-12 thru 13 Member enrollment, 1960-70

6-1 thru 2 Member enrollment, 1961-71
5-17 Member enrollment; Big Three, 1965-69
5-15 Member enrollment; Chrysler, 1961-71
5-16 Member enrollment; Ford, 1961-71
5-14 Member enrollment; General Motors, 1966-70
5-18 Member enrollment; UAW staff, 1961-71

6-9 Member utilization rates, 1961-68
6-5 Membership analysis, 1961-63

6-12 Membership and community relations, 1963-67
6-4 Membership and future projections, 1961-63

6-6 thru 7 Membership status, 1963-70
1-1 thru 3 Metropolitan Hospital, 1959-67

2-22 Metropolitan Hospital, 1966-69
8-27 “Metropolitan Hospital and Health Centers, Analysis of,” 1976
9-34 Metropolitan Hospital annual meeting, 1960, 1974-75
9-37 Metropolitan Hospital annual reports and newsletter, 1960s-1970s

1-4 Metropolitan Hospital Board, 1960-69
1-7 Metropolitan Hospital Board and Committees, 1960-69

9-16 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1963 Jul 16
8-15 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1968 Dec 11
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8-16 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1969 Jan 8
8-17 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1969 Feb 12
8-18 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1969 Mar 19
8-19 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1969 May 13
9-17 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1969 Apr 16
8-20 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1969 Jun 12
8-21 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1969 Aug 13
8-22 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1969 Oct 29
8-23 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1969 Dec 10
9-18 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1970 Jan 29
9-19 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1972 Jun 14
9-20 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1973 Apr 19
9-21 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1973 May 12
9-22 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1973 Oct 24
9-23 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1974 Jan 23
9-24 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1974 Feb 20
9-25 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1974 Jun 26
9-26 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1975 Feb 26
9-27 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1975 Aug 20
9-28 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1976 Apr 7
9-29 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1976 Jul 14
9-30 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1976 Dec 15
9-31 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1980 Jul 9
9-32 Metropolitan Hospital Board meeting; agenda book, 1980 Oct 8
9-35 Metropolitan Hospital Board; meeting minutes, 1973-76

1-6 Metropolitan Hospital Board; meeting minutes, corres., 1955-60

1-5 Metropolitan Hospital budget, 1969-70
2-18 thru 19 Metropolitan Hospital by-laws, 1960-68
2-12 thru 13 Metropolitan Hospital director and staff, 1959-68
2-10 thru 11 Metropolitan Hospital Executive Committee minutes, 1960-69

1-8 thru 10 Metropolitan Hospital finances, 1955-69
2-21 Metropolitan Hospital Long Range Planning Committee, 1965
9-33 Metropolitan Hospital Long Range Planning Committee, 1973-76
2-16 Metropolitan Hospital medical staff, 1960-69
9-36 Metropolitan Hospital medical staff reorganization, 1970
1-11 Metropolitan Hospital Mental Health Center, 1955-69
2-17 Metropolitan Hospital proxies, 1958-59
2-20 Metropolitan Hospital reorganization, 1965
2-14 Metropolitan Hospital Reorganization Committee of Medical

Groups,  1968-69
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2-15 Metropolitan Hospital salaries, 1963-65
8-26 “Metropolitan Hospital Survey” by Paul Lembcke, 1963
9-15 Michigan HMO’s, descriptions of, c. 1976

1-18 Nationwide Insurance Company, 1955-60
5-4 Nationwide Insurance Company, 1958-61
9-3 Northeast Medical Center proposal, 1959

2-24 Nursing Committee, 1963-67
9-38 “The Outlook for Group Practice-Prepayment, Direct Service Plans

During the Next 20 Years” by Caldwell B. Esselstyn, M.D., 1966
2-9 Patient Relations Committee, 1963-64
2-6 Personnel Committee minutes, 1960-64

5-11 Physicians’ income, 1957-60
2-7 Planning Steering Committee, 1969

6-14 Program Development Committee, 1964-66
1-13 Quota enlargements, 1955-61

6-8 Service statistics, 1961-63
7-5 West Coast health plan comparison, 1963


