
Walter P. Reuther Library 
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs 

Wayne State University Archives 
 
 

 
American Federation of Teachers: International Affairs 

Department Records 
 12 linear feet 

1980-2000 (bulk 1990-1999) 
 

 
Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University, Detroit, MI 
 

Finding aid written by Daniel Golodner 2009. 
 
Accession Number: 348 
 
Creator:  American Federation of Teachers 
 
Acquisition: December 1997 and August 2003 by the American Federation of 

Teachers. 
 
Language: Materials are in English, Polish, Russian, Czechoslovakian, Ukrainian, 

Hungarian, and Spanish. 
 
Access:  Papers are open for research. 
 
Use: Refer to the Walter P. Reuther Library Rules for Use of Archival 

Materials. 
 
Notes: Citation style: “AFT International Department, Box, Folder, Archives of 

Labor and Urban Affairs, Wayne State University” 
 
Copies: 
 
Other Access Aids: 
 
Related Material:  AFT President’s Office: Albert Shanker, AFT President’s Office: Al 

Lowenthal and Selma Borchardt collections 



Walter P. Reuther Library 
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs 

Wayne State University Archives 
 
 

 
 
History 
The AFT has always maintained a close relationship with unions from across the globe.  The 
AFT was very active with the World Federation of Education Association and the International 
Federation of Free Teacher Unions.  By the 1970s with the election of Albert Shanker as 
president of the AFT; the international affairs department took a more prominent role in 
international activities particularly in Eastern and Central Europe, Central America, Africa and 
Asia.  The AFT worked with various teacher unions around the world to start training programs 
for teachers and unionists that established a presence in countries to educate about free trade 
unionism and democracy.  The department also increased its presence in various human rights 
campaigns as well as worked on strengthening the anti-child labor laws.  
 
 
Scope and Content: 
The majority of the collection deals with AFT’s activities via various non-government 
organizations that worked in Poland and Russia.  Documentation and reports about the activities 
of various unions in other countries as well as their governments are scattered through out this 
collection especially in the files of countries.  There is valuable information on the development 
and creation of various organizations, such as Education for Democracy International and the 
International Civic Education Exchange Program.  Some AFL-CIO files contain insight on day-
to-day operations right before the fall of the Soviet Union.  Most of the organizations files 
contain grant and reports and updates of projects. The collection consists of some of the issues 
surrounding Central American during the 1980s as well. 
 
Papers consist of reports, grant proposals, emails, drafts and final papers, articles and academic 
publications, memos and correspondence in variety of languages.  There are conference planning 
and conference packets from international events, guests lists and lists of participants in 
workshops, US visits as well as teacher to teacher programs.  
 
 
Abbreviations used 
 
F.E.N. – French Teachers Union 
IFFTU – International Federation of Free Trade Unions 
NASUWT – National Association of School Masters Union of Women Teachers 
NEA – National Education Association 
USAID – U.S. Agency for International Development 
FTUI - Free Trade Union Institute 
 
 

Important Subjects:  
Czechoslovakia 
Democracy--Former communist countries 
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National Endowment for Democracy (U.S.) 
Poland 
Polish teachers 
Russia 
Sandinista 
Solidarity (Labor Organization) 
Nicaragua 
Teacher Unions 
Free Trade Unions 
 
Important Names: 
Albert Shanker 
Chester Finn, Jr. 
David Dorn 
Diana Ravitch 
Eric Chenoweth 
Matthew Gandal 
Paul Somogyi 
Time Shea 
Zhenya Belyakov 
 
 

Series I AFT, 1981-2001 
Activities generated from the AFT that concerned the International Affairs Department.  
Correspondence, reports and other items related to education reform and international issues 
from the AFL-CIO.  The AFL-CIO files do contain very detailed communication with the fall of 
the Soviet Union. 
 
Series II Subject and Organization Files, 1981-1998 
Correspondence with other organizations and actual actives of the International Affairs 
Department in participation with other organizations.  The series contains communications, 
reports, subject materials, information about various projects and reports. 
 
Series III Countries, 1981-1996 
Correspondence and factual information about teacher unions in these countries.  The files on 
Poland are a great insight on the activities that the AFT took in assisting the Solidarity movement 
in Poland. 
 
Series IV Groups and AFT sponsored projects, 1987-2000 
Series is made up of grant packages to create non government agencies that the AFT was 
involved with, the formation of these groups and yearly reports.  They consist of correspondene 
with author who wrote various essays on democracy that were used through out eastern eupore 
and Russia.  This series has very detailed information on the creating Education for Democracy 
nationally and internationally.  
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Series V Publications 
Various publications published by Democracy for Education or the National Endowment for 
Democracy in Polish, Ukrainian, Russian and other languages. 
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Arrangement 
 
Series I – III are arranged in alphabetical order.  Series IV is alphabetical by organization.  
Within each organization the series is broken down alphabetically as well.  Series V are 
publications in no order. 
 
 
Series I 
Box 1 
 

1 Action Bulletin; correspondence, 1989-1990  
2 Action Bulletin, 1989 
3 American Educator; Emerging From Democracy, Fall 1990 
4 American Institute for Free Labor Development; Salvadoran guerrilla leaders, 1987 
5-6 Amnesty International 25th Anniversary at AFT, 1987,  2 folders 
7 Amnesty International 25th Anniversary at AFT, invitation list, 1987 
8 AFL-CIO; Reports on Eastern Europe, 1990 
9 AFL-CIO; Reports on the Strategic Defense Initiative, 1987 
10 AFL-CIO; Report on Hungary, 1989 
11 AFL-CIO International affairs conference, 1988 
12 AFL-CIO; Soviet Union delegation, 1989 
13 AFL-CIO Convention, 1989 
14 AFT activities in Central and Eastern Europe, 1990 
15 AFT activities in Mexico and Central America, 1980 
16 AFT and the CIA, 1978 
17 AFT and Labor’s Stake in 21st Century international affairs, 1998 
18 AFT to AFT Moscow, 1996 
19 AFT correspondence, 1989 
20 AFT correspondence, 1990-1991 
21 AFT correspondence, 1996 
22 AFT convention International affairs program, 1990 
23 AFT convention; speeches, 1986 
24 AFT delegation to Chile, 1987-1988 
25 Advertising 1990-1991 
26 Education for Democracy Statement of Purpose, 1990 
27 Education Reform; International Scene, 1985-1990 
28 Education Reform; Local initiatives, 1988-1989 
29 Education Reform; Articles, 1986-1991 
30 Education Reform; National Scene, 1987-1991 
31 Excellence Committee, 1985-1986 
32 Excellence Committee, 1986 
33 Higher Education Legislation Assistance, 1990 
33 Higher Education legislation assistance, 1990 
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Box 2 
 

1 International Affairs briefing at State Department, 1989 
2 International Affairs correspondence, 2000-2008 
3 International Education, 1987-1988 
4 International Salary Survey, 1990 
5 Meeting with Central European Civic Leaders, 1992 
6 Merit Pay, 1989-1991 
7 Merit Schools, 1988 
8 National Service, 1989 
9 Newspaper articles, 1990 
10  Staff Retreat and AFT restructure, 1985 
11  Shanker Speeches, 1985-1987 
12  Shanker correspondence; international, 1990-2001 
13  Positions on International Issues and Foreign Policy 
14  QuEST and State Department Briefing, 1987 
15  Reports on NEA Conventions 1984-1988 

 
Series II 
 

16 Asian-American Free Labor Institute, 1987-1990 
17 Association for Civic Education, 1997 
18 Bridges, 1986 
19 Carnegie Report; A Nation Prepared, 1986 
20 Center for Democracy, 1991-1992 
21 Children at Work: Peril or Promise, 1991 
22 Council of Washington Representatives on UNA/USA, 1988 
23 East Europe Correspondence, 1990-1991 
24 East Europe Software Tech project, 1990-1991 
25 Education Ministers Dinner, 1991 
26 F.E.N., 1982-1986 
27 F.E.N., 1986-1987 
28 Freedom of Association Conference, 1988 
29 Historical Lessons of Labor Diplomacy, 1995 
30 International Civic Education Exchange; Budget, 1997 
31-32 IFFTU planning committee; Technology Conference, 1987 

 
Box 3 
 

1 IFFTU National situation reports on Technology, 1987 
2 IFFTU Technology conference speakers, 1987 
3-4 IFFTU Congress, 1988 
5 Interview; Weiner, Herbert E., Marshall Plan, 1993 
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6 Interview; Forgacs, Pal; Democratic League of Independent Trade Union of 
Hungary, 1989 

7 Jewish Labor Committee, 1987-1990 
8 Madison Center for Educational Affairs, 1992 
9 NASUWT, 1989-1990 
10 National Board of Professional Teachers Standards, 1986-1987 
11 NEA, 1981-1986 
12 NEA and Unesco, 1984 
13 NEA; differences with AFT, 1981-1989 
14 NEA nuclear freeze and peace, 1981-1983 
15 NEA on Central America, 1982-1987 
16 NEA on Defense and National Security, 1986-1987 
17 NEA; Racism, Anti-Semitism, Apartheid teaches guide, 1987 
18 NEA; reports on convention by AFT, 1981-1991 
19 NEA; Third International Conference on Racism, Anti-Semitism and Apartheid, 

1990 
20 Partners in Economic Reform, 1992-1994 
21 Problems of Civic Education, November 1989 
22 School Committee on Civic Forum, 1990 
23 Second International Human Rights Conference, 1990 
24 Teacher Solidarity, 1989 
25 Teacher Solidarity; Education for Democracy, 1989 
26 Teaching Opportunities Abroad, 1990-1993 
27 UN Conference; planning, 1989 

 
Box 4 
 

1 UN Conference, November 9-11, 1989 
2 UN Correspondence, 1988-1990 
3 USAID, 1993 
4 USIA; What is Democracy, 1991 
5-6 USIA reports; Russia, 1998 
7 US Trade Representative office; Shanker Testimony, 1988 
8 “ “ “ “      correspondence, 1988 
9-10 World Summit for Children, 1990 

 
Series III 
 

11 Albania, 1994-1996 
12-13 Bosnia, 1996 
14 Chile, 1988 
15-16 Chile, 1988-1989 
17 China Pro-Democracy, 1989-1990 
18 Germany; Holweide, 1988-1989 
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Box 5 
 

1 Italy, 1989-1991 
2 Nicaragua, 1989-1990 
3 Panama, 1989-1990 
4 Philippines, 1986 
5 Poland, 1982-1985 
6 Poland, 1986-1989 
7 Poland; AFT Polish Workers Fund, 1981-1984 
8 Poland; Adopt A Family, 1980-1986 
9 Poland; Adopt A Family, 1983-1985 
10 Poland; Adopt A Family, awaiting responses, 1983-1984 
11 Poland; Adopt A Family media file, 1981-1984 
12 Adopt A Family; participating locals, 1983-1984 
13 Poland; Education Reform, 1989-1993 
14 Poland; Solidarity Petitions,  
15 Sierra Leone Labour Congress, 1995 
16 South Africa, 1983-1990 
17 South Africa; Educational Opportunities, 1987-1988 
18 AFT South Africa Programs, 1983-1985 
19 Thailand, 1988-1989 
20 Ukraine Program; request, 1996 
21 Ukraine, 1996 

 
Box 6 
 

1 Ukraine publications 
2 Vietnam and Cambodia, 1983-1984 

 
Series IV  
 

Center For Civic Education/Civitas 
 
3 Center for Civic Education Directors, meeting, February 1998 
4 Civic Education articles, no date 
5-6 Civitas: A Framework for Civic Education, 1991 
7-8 Civitas; Buenos Aires, 1996 
9 Civitas; conference information, 1991 
10 Civitas; Panamericano Conference, 1997 
11 Civitas; General correspondence, 1988-1999 
12 Civitas; correspondence, 1992-1999 
13-14 Civitas; Prague, 1995 
15-16 Civitas; Provisional Steering committee; correspondence, 1996 
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Box 7 
 

1 Civitas provisional steering committee, March 1996 
2 Civitas publications, no date 
3 Civitas Russia Tour, 1998 
4 Civitas; Ukraine Conference, 1997 
5 Civitas Washington visit, 1996 
6 Partners in Education for Democracy, 1998-1999 
7 Chile AFT Exchange, 1989 
8 Hungary Project, 1991 
9 Nicaragua Civic Education Conference, 1991 
10 Greater Volga Program, 1997 
11-12 National Conference on Civics Education; Russia, November 1994 
13 Nizhny Novgorod Civic Learning, 1996 
14 Poland; Classroom-to-Classroom; Anchorage High School, 1990 
15 Russia, 1995-1996 
16 Russia, 1996-1999 
17 Russia; Black Sea Conference, 1998 
18 Russia; Center For Civics, 1995-1996 
19 Russia; Center for Civics, 1996 
20 Russia; Civitas Evaluation, 1999 
21 Russian Civic Education, 1996 
22-23 Russian Civic Education; Narrative Report, 1996-1997 

 
Box 8 
 

1 Russian Delegation, 1999 
2 Russian Civic Education; Report, 1997 
3 Russian Civic Education Training, 1996-1997 
4 Russian Delegation, 1997 
5 Russian Peer Project, 1993 
6 Russian Regional Conferences, 1997 
7 Russian Winter Training, 1996 
8 St. Petersburg Seminar, November 1997 
9 Troy Civic Education in NIS, December 1996 
10 Ukraine; Democracy and Education, 1997 
11 Uzbekistan Program, 1999 

 
Education for Democracy 
 

12 Americanization: Immigrant Education, 1992 
13 Banaszak, 1990 
14 California Framework, 1990 
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15 Center for Democracy, 1992 
16 Central and East European Teachers Delegation to Washington, 1990 
17 Democracy Articles, 1979-1991 
18 Democracy Curriculum; old, 1991-1992 
19 Democracy Curriculum, 1992 
20 Democracy Reader, 1989-1990 
21 Democracy Leadership Training; Poland, 1993 
22 Eastern Europe articles, 1991-1992 
23-24 Education for Democracy materials 
25 Education for Democracy multicultural tolerance, 1995 
26 Education for Democracy packet 

 
Box 9 
 

1 Education for Democracy Project and Education International, 1990 
2 Education for Democracy International, 1990 
3 Education for Democracy International; Action, 1991 
4 Education for Democracy International; Advisory Committee and Project 

Committee, 1990 
5 Education for Democracy International; correspondence, 1991 
6 Education for Democracy International; Cuomo English Language Teachers 

Exchange Project, 1990 
7 Education for Democracy International; Introduction to Teaching Democracy 

briefing packet, 1997 
8 Education for Democracy International; Joyce Foundation Proposal, 1990 
9 Education for Democracy International; Free Society Papers, 1990 
10 Education for Democracy International; Free Society Papers Financial Activities 

Report, 1990 
11 Education for Democracy International; Free Society Papers in Czech language 
12 Education for Democratic Citizenship in Poland, 1991 
13 Free Society Papers, 1990 
14 Foundation for Education for Democracy 
15 Foundation for Education for Democracy booklets 
16 History Standard Forum, 1992 
17 International Contacts 
18 International Correspondence, 1991 
19 Learning about the World Democracy Movement conference, 1990 
20 Nicaragua, 1992 
21 Nicaragua, 1993 
22 Nicaragua articles, 1989-1991 
23 Nicaragua Conference materials, 1991 
24 Nicaragua Conference reports, 1991 
25 Nicaragua speech, 1991 
26 National Endowment for Democracy reports, 1991 
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27 Problems of Civic Education: Principals and Practices of Democracy 
28 Russia Proposals, 1994, 1 of 2 

 
Box 10 
 

1 Russia Proposals, 1994, 2 of 2 
2 USIA Freedom Papers; drafts, 1992 

 
International Civic Education Exchange Program 
 

3-6 ICEE; establishment, 1995-1996 
7 ICEE; Budget Partners, 1996 
8 ICEE Finances, 1996 
9 ICEE year II, 1996-1997 
10 ICEE; budget, 1997 
11 ICEE year II program and budget, 1997 
12 ICEE, 1998 
13 ICEE, 1998-1999 
14 ICEE; correspondence, 1998-1999 
15 ICEE curriculum development workshop, 1996 
16 ICEE quarterly reports, 1997-1998 
17 ICEE, 2000 
18 ICEE delegation visit; Czech itineraries, 1997 
19 ICEE delegation visits; Florida Laws, 1998 
20 ICEE delegation visits; Latvia, 1998 
21 ICEE delegation; Russia itineraries, 1997 
22 ICEE delegation visits, 1998 
23 ICEE Washington visit, 1996 
24 ICEE Russia; budget, 1996 
25 ICEE Russia, September 1997 

 
Box 11 
 

1 FTUI activities, 1995 
2 FTUI correspondence, 1993-1995 
3 FTUI East European Teachers Training, 1990 
4 FTUI East European Exchange Program, 1988-1989 
5 FTUI Grant Agreements 
6 FTUI Hungary Seminar, 1989 
7 FTUI Hungary Teacher Union Training Program, 1990 
8 FTUI Trade Union History Interview with Pal Forgacs 
9 FTUI Hungary delegation to the US, 1989 
10 FTUI Poland Hungary Teacher Union, 1990 
11 FTUI Poland Hungary Training, 1991 



Walter P. Reuther Library 
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs 

Wayne State University Archives 
 
 

12 FTUI Poland Teacher Union Training Program, 1990 
13 FTUI Poland Alaska Federation of Teachers Book Drive 
14 FTUI Poland Education for Democracy Project 
15 FTUI Poland Grudziadz Project, 1989 
16 FTUI Poland Wiktor Kulerski Trip to US, 1990 
17 FTUI; proposals, 1990 
18 FTUI; proposals, 1993 
19 FTUI reports, 1989-1991 
20 FTUI reports, 1994-1995 
21 FTUI reports Democratic Institution Building, 1990-1991 
22 FTUI Romania; Robert Allen Report, 1991 
23 FTUI Romania Training materials, 1990 
24 FTUI; Russia reports, 1993 
25 FTUI; Russia reports, 1994 
26 FTUI; Russian Supporting Democratic, 1992-1995 
27 FTUI; Teachers under dictatorships, 1989-1991 
28 FTUI; Teachers Solidarity Grant, 1989-1990 
29 TUD; Poland, 1988-1989 
30 TUD; Czechoslovakia, 1989 
31 TUD; South Africa, 1987-1988 

 
Box 12 
 
Human Rights in Nicaragua under the Sandinistas: From Revolution to Repression 
Nicaraguan Elementary school math and language books 
Przeglad Oswiatowy Journal, 1993 
Jak Prowadzic Zebranie Zwiazkowe,  
Confrontations Vol 6-10,  Institute for Democracy In Eastern Europe, 1989 
Niezalezna Encykopedia Powszechna A-Z.  Zeszyty educkacji narodowej, 1986 
Edukacja I Dialog number 4-5, rada edukacji narodowej - zespol oswiaty niezaleznej, 1987 
Demokracja w zasiegu reki.  By Julian Radziewicz.  Issue 9 
Ekonomia w wolnych spoleczenstwach. By Ezra Solomon.  
Spoleczenstwo Otwarte,  Issues 1-2, 4-8 
Solidarnosc I Samotnosc By Adam Zagajewski, 1986 
Jeszcze Rosja ni zginela by Andrzej Drawicz 
Komitet Helsinski w Polsce “Rozprawa Gdanska, vol 1-2 
Ruch Pokojowy w panstwach komunistycznych, 1986  
Dysydenci w zsrr, 1986 
Wolna Literaturea Rosyjska by Andrzej Drawicz. 1986 
W Kregu Nieprawdy, by Andrzej Grzegorzewski 
Kryzysy w bloku radzieckim I ich przezwyciezanie by Zdenek Mlynar 
Konferencja jaltanska w polskiej perspektywie, 1987 
Literatura wolnego slowa; 1939-1986. Maria Danilewicz-zielinska 
Samorzqd szkolny fikcje, warunki, szanse. Julian Radziewicz 
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Materialy z dziejow polski 1945-1980 Od Pazdziernika 1956 Do grudnia 1970  Mala Stabilizacja 
1958-1967.  Vol 2-3 

Rzecz o samorzadnosci.  By Jerzy dorycki, 1986 
Anty Semityzm bez Zydow number 1. by Paul Lendvai, 1987 
Powszechna Deklaracja Praw Czlowieka 
International Human Rights Conference, Cracow August 1988 
Solidarnosc: Komisja d/s Interwencji I Praworzadnosci, Pazdziernik 87-Kwiecien 88 
Mysli Lekarskiei Zeszyty niezaleznej, 1988 
DWA Komitety 1920-1944. Tadeusz Zenczykowski 
Krzysztof Czabanski ABC Przedswit 1985 
Stare Grzechy by Tadeusz Sobolewski 
Sztuka Negocjaowania by Waldemar Kozlowski 
Proces Josifa Brodskiego 
Edukacja I Dialog number 26-27.  Spoleczne Towarzystwo Oswiatowe 
Civil Society. Vol 1-4. 1993-1996 
Foundation for Education for Democracy publications, five folders 
Uczenie Demokracj  and Model Demokratycznego Rzadu, Wielkacra vol 8 
Polityka w wolnym spoleczenstwie, Wielkacra vol 11 
Svobodna spolecnost, sbornik prednasek, American Federation of Teachers 
 
 
 

 
 


