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The papers of UAW Local 78 were placed in the Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs in May of 
1974, by Local 78 President Edward Tillis and were opened for research in August of 1984. 
 
UAW Local 78 was chartered September 5, 1947, from Detroit's UAW Amalgamated West-Side 
Local 174 to represent the hourly workers of the Kelsey-Hayes Wheel Company who had 
previously been within Local 174 since 1937. 
 
The papers of Local 78 reflect the efforts to secure wage increases from the War Labor Board 
during World War II, its acquisition of a charter as an independent local and its participation in 
the Civil Rights movement. 
 
Important subjects covered in this collection are: 
 

Civil Rights    Labor During World War II 
Cold War    Women's Concerns 
 

Among the important correspondents are: 
 

Emil Mazey    Victor Reuther 
Roy Reuther    Walter Reuther 
 

An index to subjects and correspondents will be found on pg. 7 
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Contents 

21 manuscript boxes 

Series I, UAW West-Side Local 174, 1938-1947, Boxes 1-2: 
Announcements, arbitration records, bargaining committee reports, 
correspondence, and other items relating to Kelsey-Hayes workers while 
represented by Local 174. 

Series II, UAW Local 78, 1947-1968, Boxes 3-21: 
Agendas, announcements, bargaining committee reports, correspondence, and 
other items relating to Kelsey-Hayes during the period of the Cold War 
and of the Civil Rights movement. 

 

 

 

Non-manuscript Material: 
Received in this collection were 40 published 
pamphlets concerned various subjects relating to 
the Local's and other union activities. These 
pamphlets are available in the Archives Library. 
In addition, 5 photographs have been placed in the 
Archives Audio-Visual Collection. 
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Series I 
UAW West-Side Local 174 

   Boxes 1-2 

Announcements, arbitration, bargaining committee, and other items concerning the UAW at 
Kelsey-Hayes just before, during, and after World War II. The files are arranged alphabetically 
by subject or type of material. 

Box 1 

1.  Announcements, May - July 1945 
2.  Arbitration, May 1944 

3-9.  Bargaining Committee, Feb 1941 - Aug 1947 
10-11.  By-Laws, Jan 1941 - July 1943 

 12.   Constitution, n.d. 
13-14.  Correspondence, Jan 1940 - Mar 1941 

Box 2 

       1. Education Committee, Mar - Oct 1942 
       2. Election Committee, Feb 1939 - Mar 1944 
       3. Entertainment Committee, Dec 1938 - May 1941 
       4. Foundry, Dec 1938 - July 1940 
       5. International Hdqrs. Correspondence, Apr 1947 
       6. Jackson Plant, May - Dec 1940 
       7. Job Description, Jan 1944 
       8. Kelsey-Hayes Council, Apr - Aug 1947 
  9-11. McGraw Plant (Seniority), Dec 1939 - July 1945 
12-14. Military Plant (Seniority), Dec 1939 - Dec 1944 
      15. Monroe Plant, June 1947 
      16. Picnic, Nov 1948 
      17. Plant Meeting, Jan 1941 - Aug 1942 
      18. Plaza, Joseph (President), Aug 1945 
      19. Plymouth Plant, Aug 1945 
      20. Recreation Committee, Apr 1942 - Aug 1943 
      21. Various Committees, Jan 1941 - June 1943 
      22. War Labor Board, Dec 1943 - June 1944 
 
Series II 
UAW Local 78 

Boxes 3-21 

Agendas, announcements, bargaining committee reports, correspondence, and 
other items relating to the UAW at Kelsey-Hayes after 1947. This material 
pertains to subjects, such as: the Cold War, the Korean War, the Taft Hartley 
Act, the merger of the AFL with the CIO, Civil Rights concerns, and other 
issues that had an affect on the UAW at Kelsey-Hayes. The files are arranged 
alphabetically by subject or type of materials. 
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Box 3 

        1.  Agendas, Oct 1947 - Sept 1949 
     2-6. Agreements, July 1955 - Jan 1959 
   7-10. AFL-CIO (Mich.), Jan 1954 - Sept 1961 
      11. Ammunition, May 1949 
1 2-18. Announcements, Oct 1947 - July 1955 
Box 4 
    1-9. Announcements, Oct 1948 - Oct 1951 
10-11. Arbitrations, Aug 1948 - Oct 1959 
      12. Auditor's Report, Aug 1948 
      13-16. Bargaining Committee, Nov 1948 - Jan 1967 

Box 5 

      1-15. Bargaining Committee, Oct 1947 - Apr 1957 

Box 6 

      1-14. Bargaining Committee, Sept 1947 - Mar 1957 

Box 7 

       1-18. Bargaining Committee, Jan 1950 - Mar 1964 

Box 8 

      1-15. Bargaining Committee 
         16. Bay Ridge Case, July 1948 
         17. Building Committee, Mar 1954 - July 1957 
    18-20. By-Laws, 1947, May 1962, & n.d. 

Box 9 

          1. Christmas Committee, Oct 1951 - Oct 1959 
       2-6. CIO (Mich. and Wayne Co.), Apr 1951 - July 1958 
       7-8. CIO (Wayne Co.), Nov 1949 - Jan 1956 
          9. Community Services, Feb 1951 - Oct 1961 
        10. Conference Reports, Mar 1953 - Jan 1954 
        11. Constitution (Wayne Co. CIO), July 1947 
        12. Contract (Information), Feb 1955 - Dec 1960 
        13. C. 0. P. E., Feb 1960 
  14-19. Correspondence, Dec 1948 - June 1962 

Box 10 

    1-19. Correspondence, Sept 1947 - Dec 1955 

Box 11 

    1-18. Correspondence, July 1953 - Dec 1958 
                                                                                                            



  UAW Local 78 Collection 
 

- 5 - 

Box 12 

    1-20. Correspondence, Jan 1952 - May 1964 

Box 13 

1-19. Correspondence, Jan 1957 - July 1966 

Box 14 

    1-10. Correspondence, June 1958 - Dec 1963 
        11. Council Reports, Feb 1956 - May 1957 
        12. Departments, July 1949 - Jan 1961 
  13. 13. Editorial Committee, Oct 1949 - Jan 1961 
    14-21. Election, May 1949 - Sept 1960 

Box 15 

1. Election, May 1959 - May 1963 
2. Election (AFL-CIO merger), (N. D.) 
3-14. Executive Board, Nov 1947 - Aug 1962 
15. Fair Practices, May 1951 - Oct 1955 

Box 16 

    1-10. Financial Reports, May 1948 - Dec 1963 
        11. Flag (Design), (N. D.) 
        12. Foundry Council, Nov 1957 - June 1963 
        13. Grievances, Aug 1949 - Jan 1967 

Box 17 

    1-10. Grievances, Feb 1954 - Nov 1962 
        11. Insurance, Dec 1947 
        12. International Hdqrs (Convention), Mar - Apr 1955 
  13-17. International Hdqrs. (Correspondence), Mar 1954 - Sept 1964 

Box 18 

      1-3. International Hdqrs. (Correspondence), June 1956 - Apr 1965 
      4-7. International Hdqrs. (Executive Board), June 1949 - Feb 1951 
          8. International Hdqrs. (Recreation Committee), Apr 1951 - Dec 1952 
          9. International Hdqrs. (Secretary-Treasurer), Apr 1951 - Dec 1952 
        10. International Hdqrs. (Wage, Hour, and Foundry), Aug 1951 - Dec 1952 
  11-13. Kelsey-Hayes (Corporation Council), July 1959 - Apr 1964 
        14. Kelsey-Hayes (Insurance Information), Sept 1962 
        15. Job Classification, Oct 1966 - Dec 1968 
        16. Journeymen's Letters, Feb 1955 
        17. Labor Day Committee, July 1954 - Aug 1959 
        18. Maintenance Committee, Sept 1947 - July 1954 
   19-20. Membership Committee, Sept 1947 - June 1954 



                                                                                                               
UAW Local 78 Collection 

 
- 6 - 

Box 19 

    1-10. Membership Committee, Dec 1947 - Apr 1964 
  11-18. Memos, June 1953 - Mar 1964 
       19. Michigan State Legislature, June 1955 
  20-23. National Labor Relations Board, July 1948 - May 1958 

Box 20 

      1-2. National Labor Relations Board, Dec 1952 - June 1959 
          3. Officers Meetings, July 1953 - Aug 1958 
          4. Overtime Plans, Feb 1961 - Aug 1962 
          5. Pensions, Jan 1953 - Feb 1959 
          6. Personal Letters from the Membership and the International Hdqrs., 
              Oct 1953 - Mar 1955 
          7. P. A. C. Committee, Dec 1953 - May 1962 
      8-9. Production, Sept 1948 - Apr 1963 
  10-12. Recreation Committee, Jan 1950 - July 1964 
        13. Rehabilitation, Mar 1962 
        14. Resolutions, June 1949 - Apr 1957 
        15. Seniority, Apr 1958 
        16. Severance Pay, May - Aug 1949 
        17. Shop Rates, Dec 1947 - June 1948 
  18-19. Skilled Trades, Dec 1950 - Sept 1964 

Box 21 

         1. Small Parts Conference, Dec 1962 - Jan 1963 
         2. Springfield Matter (specific wage rates), July 1955 - July 1956 
     3-4. Stewards Council, Sept 1947 - May 1964 
         5. Trial Committee (committee to inquire into members misconduct), 
             Apr 1952 - May 1958 
     6-7. Wage Rates, June 1948 - Oct 1962 
         8. Washington, D. C, June - Sept 1954 
         9. Welfare, Sept 1954 - Oct 1957 
       10. White Collar, May 1959 - Apr 1962 
       11. Women's Lay-Off Cases, Apr 1958 
 12-13. Unemployment Compensation Cases, Oct 1947 - Aug 1956 
       14. Union Hall Committee, Sept 1950 - Nov 1959 
       15. Union Picket, Nov 1955 - Mar 1961 
  16-17. Various Documents, Dec 1948 - Jan 1964 
  18-19. Veterans Information, Nov 1954 - Jan 1964 
  20-22. Young, George (President), Jan 1960 - Feb 1963, & n. d. 
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Index to Subjects and Correspondence 
(correspondence is indicated by an asterisk) 

 
Civil Rights, 3:8, 8:18, 9:8, 14:5, 
15:6, 15:15, 17:18, 18:1 Cold War, 
2:5, 9:14, 12:3, 19:20-23, 
20:1-2, 21:9 
*Mazey, Emil, 9:13, 10:2, 10:6 
*Reuther, Roy, 3:9, 9:13, 10:17 
*Reuther, Victor, 2:2, 11:4, 11:6, 
13:4, 14:13 
*Reuther, Walter, 1:13-14, 8:20, 15:15, 
17:17, 18:1-2 
*Scholle, August, 3:7, 3:9, 9:2 
Women's Concerns, 19:19, 21:11 
World War II 2:7, 2:22 
*Young, George, 21:20-21 


