
http://reuther.wayne.edu


Guide to the Michigan Labor History Society Records LR000847

- Page 2 -

Table of Contents

Summary Information  ....................................................................................................................................   3
History  ............................................................................................................................................................   4
Scope and Content  .........................................................................................................................................   4
Arrangement  ...................................................................................................................................................   4
Administrative Information  ............................................................................................................................  5
Related Materials  ...........................................................................................................................................   6
Controlled Access Headings  ..........................................................................................................................   6



Guide to the Michigan Labor History Society Records LR000847

- Page 3-

Summary Information

Repository: Walter P. Reuther Library

Creator: Michigan Labor History Society

Creator: Michigan Labor Legacy Project

Title: Michigan Labor History Society Records

ID: LR000847

Date [inclusive]: 1981-2013

Date [bulk]: bulk

Physical Description: 5 Linear Feet 2 MB, 3 SB, 1 OS 

Physical Description: 193.2 Megabytes 9 Folders 

Physical Location: 2S-H-13(9-10)

Language of the
Material:

English

Language of the
Material:

Material entirely in English.

Abstract: The Michigan Labor History Society, founded in 1977, is a local
organization committed to fostering interest, understanding, and
research regarding the contributions of the working men and women
of Michigan. This collection consists of records relating to MLHS
research, events, and commemorative efforts, with the bulk of the
records pertaining to the Michigan Labor Legacy Project, an art
installation commemorating worker contributions to Detroit and
Michigan.

Citation Style

"Michigan Labor History Society Records, Box [#], Folder [#], Walter P. Reuther Library,
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Wayne State University"

^ Return to Table of Contents
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History

The Michigan Labor History Society, founded in 1977, is a local organization committed to fostering
interest, understanding, and research regarding the contributions of the working men and women of
Michigan. To that end the MLHS works to disseminate labor history information, collaborate with
Michigan’s archival institutions, and host events and tours to celebrate labor history. One of their
most elaborate commemorative endeavors was the Michigan Labor Legacy Project, which led to the
organization and creation of the Michigan Labor Legacy landmark in downtown Detroit. "Transcending,"
the art installation ultimately produced, was donated to the city for it’s 300th birthday as a gift from
Michigan’s working men and women, commemorating their many contributions to the city and state.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content

This collection consists of materials generated by the Michigan Labor History Society including its
constitution and bylaws, advertising materials for events such as the Annual Labor Day Mobilization
Luncheon and website and research materials. The largest portion of the collection consists of records
generated by the Michigan Labor Legacy Project, including fundraising materials, financial records,
building contracts, media coverage, artist submissions, and numerous photographs.

Series 1: Michigan Labor History Society Files, 1981-2013,

Series 2: Michigan Labor Legacy Project Files and Photos, 2000-2005,

Series 3: Digital Files, 2000-2011

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The collection is arranged into 3 series.

Folders in each series are simply listed by their location within each box. They are not arranged, so any
given subject may be dispersed throughout several boxes within each series.

Series 1: Michigan Labor History Society Files, 1981-2013 (Box 1),
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Series 2: Michigan Labor Legacy Project Files and Photos, 2000-2005 (Box 2-6),

Series 3: Digital Files, 2000-2011

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Walter P. Reuther Library

5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
URL: http://reuther.wayne.edu

Acquisition
Materials were donated to the Reuther Library by the Michigan Labor History Society and Michigan
Labor Legacy Projects in 2006, 2011 and 2015.

Processing History
Processed and finding aid written by Kris Kniffen on April 19, 2016.

Access
Collection is open for research.

Use
Refer to the Walter P. Reuther Library "Rules for Use of Archival Materials." Restrictions:
Researchers may encounter records of a sensitive nature – personnel files, case records and those
involving investigations, legal and other private matters. Privacy laws and restrictions imposed by the
Library prohibit the use of names and other personal information which might identify an individual,
except with written permission from the Director and/or the donor.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Related Materials

Related Materials
Related material can be found on the society's website at http://mlhs.wayne.edu

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Labor history
• Monuments
• Fund raising
• Community organization
• Michigan Labor History Society
• Michigan Labor Legacy Project
• Barr, David, 1939-
• De Giusti, Sergio
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Series 1
Box 1

1 Michigan Labor History Society Bank Records, 2000-2001
2 Michigan Labor History Society Constitution and Bylaws, 2000
3 Annual Labor Day Mobilization Luncheon, 2011
4 Annual Labor Day Mobilization Luncheon, 2010
5 Annual Labor Day Mobilization Luncheon, 2009
6 Annual Labor Day Mobilization Luncheon, 2008
7 Annual Labor Day Mobilization Luncheon, 2007
8 Annual Labor Day Mobilization Luncheon, 2006
9 Website Materials, 2009-2010
10 Annual Meeting Flyer, 2007
11 May Day to Labor Day Events, 2000-2001
12 Monroe Labor History Museum, 2007
13 Union Histories, Examples and How to, 1995-1999
14 Dave Moore, Biographic File, 2007
15 Detroit Tricentennial Newspaper Coverage, 2001
16 Local Labor History Research, 2007
17 Detroit Labor History, Events and Commemorative Works, 2004-

2007
18 Southwest Detroit Auto Heritage Virtual Tour, 2011
19 Detroit Labor History, Events and Commemorative Works, 2000-

2012
20 Detroit Labor History, Events and Commemorative Works, 1981-

1989
21 Labor History Commemoration in Other States, 1997-2013
22 Ford Hunger March Research
23 Michigan Labor Legacy Project and Michigan Labor History Society 

Meeting, Aug. 24, 2004
Series 2

24 Michigan Labor Legacy Project Contributions, 2002-2003
25 Publicity Works, Inc. Media Placements, 2003
26 Publicity Kit Materials, 2001-2002
27 News Clippings, 2001-2003
28 News Clippings, 2003-2004
29 Call for Competition, 2001
30 Prospectus

Box 2
1 Design Competition Artist Registration Forms, 2001 (1 of 3)
2 Design Competition Artist Registration Forms, 2001 (2 of 3)
3 Design Competition Artist Registration Forms, 2001 (3 of 3)
4 Artist Mailing Lists
5 Finalists
6 Site Plan
7 Artist Ideas and Planning, 2001
8 Design Competition Jury, 2001
9 Groundbreaking, 2002
10 Fliers, 2001
11 Promotional Video Script, 2001
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12 Reports and Agendas, 2000-2001
13 Binder (1 of 2)
14 Binder (2 of 2)
15 Building Contracts/Contractors, 2002-2004 (1 of 2)
16 Building Contracts/Contractors, 2002-2004 (2 of 2)
17 Artist Contracts, 2001-2003
18 Budgets, 2001-2003
19 Engineering Study, 2001-2002
20 Contractor Problems, Paving, 2003
21 Construction Work, 2002-2003
22 Contractor Problems, Lighting, 2003
23 Pewabic Pottery Contract, 2002
24 Labor Day Sign, 2002
25 Merz and Associates Inc. (architects) Correspondence, 2002-2003
26 Donor Walls, 2003
27 Fundraising Notes, 2001-2003
28 Endorsement Letters, 2001
29 Audits and Legal Reports, 2001-2003
30 Bills, 2001-2003
31 Financial Reports, 2001-2003
32 Insurance Policies, 2002
33 Board of Directors, 2002
34 City Council Planning Commission, 2001
35 Community Outreach, 200
36 Dedication Day, 2003
37 Union Contributions, 2003
38 Committee Meeting Notes, 2001
39 Engravings, 2002
40 Themes for Sculptures, 2001
41 Phase Two, Remaining Tasks, 2004
42 Labor Legacy Landmark Storytelling Project, 2004

Box 3
1 Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs Grant Assessment, 

2002-2003
2 Labor Legacy Benefit Invitation, 2002
3 Phase Two Fundraising, 2004
4 Historic Names for Wall of Honor, 2000-2003
5 Individual Contributors List, 2003
6 Fundraising Committee Minutes, 2000-2002
7 Michigan Labor Legacy Project, Inc. Tax Documents, 2000-2001
8 Michigan Labor Legacy Project, Inc. Insurance, 2002-2003
9 Michigan Labor Legacy Project, Inc. Bank Records, 2002-2005
10 Michigan Labor Legacy Project, Inc. Audit, 2001
11 Michigan Labor Legacy Project, Inc. Financial Report, 2001-2002
12 Michigan Labor Legacy Project, Inc. Constitution and Bylaws, 2000
13 Michigan Labor Legacy Project Merchant Account, North American 

Bancard, 2002
14 Michigan Labor Legacy Project, Inc. Financial Report, 2002-2003
15 Project Planning and Correspondence, 2000-2002 (1 of 2)
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16 Project Planning and Correspondence, 2000-2002 (2 of 2)
17 Labor Legacy Sculpture Announcement Speech
18 Project Planning and Correspondence, 2003
19 Detroit 300 Materials, 2001
20 Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs Final Grant 

Assessment, 2003
21 Expenses, 2001-2002
22 Aristeo construction Revised Estimate, 2003
23 Michigan Labor History Society Labor Legacy Calendar, 2001-2002
24 Michigan Labor History Society Labor Legacy Calendar, 2000-2001
25 Project Fundraising, Donations and Calendar Sales, 2000-2001
26 Michigan Labor Legacy Project Certificates, 2001
27 Site Plan, 2002
28 Invoices and Payments, 2002-2003
29 Invoices and Payments, 2000-2001
30 Invoices and Payments, 2003-2005
31 American Labor Landmarks, 2004
32 Michigan History for Kids, Summer 2003
33 Donations, 2004-2005
34 Donations, 2002-2003 (1 of 3)
35 Donations, 2002-2003 (2 of 3)

Box 4
1 Donations, 2002-2003 (3 of 3)
2 Winning Artist Submission, "Transcending" Sculpture
3 Design Competition Artist Submissions (1 of 7)
4 Design Competition Artist Submissions (2 of 7)
5 Design Competition Artist Submissions (3 of 7)
6 Design Competition Artist Submissions (4 of 7)

Box 5
1 Design Competition Artist Submissions (5 of 7)
2 Design Competition Artist Submissions (6 of 7)
3 Design Competition Artist Submissions (7 of 7)
4 Labor Legacy Landmark Banner
5 Labor Legacy Meeting Notes
6 May Day to Labor Day Poster, 2001
7 Original Discs, 2003-2011

Box 6
1 Labor Legacy Landmark Photos (1 of 4)
2 Labor Legacy Landmark Photos (2 of 4)
3 Labor Legacy Landmark Photos (3 of 4)
4 Labor Legacy Landmark Photos (4 of 4)
5 Labor Legacy Landmark Negatives and Proofs
6 Michigan Labor Legacy Project Press Conference Photographs, 2001
7 Labor Monuments in Other Cities, Photographs

Series 3
Reuther Digital Repository
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CD01 Labor Legacy Landmark Photographs, Completed Monument (1 of 2)

CD02 Labor Legacy Landmark Aerial Photographs
CD03 Labor Legacy Landmark Photographs, Sept. 4, 2003
CD04 Labor Legacy Landmark Photographs, Construction and Planning
CD05 "A Labor Legacy for Detroit" Book Cover
CD06 Labor Legacy Landmark Photographs, Completed Monument (2 of 2)

DVD01 Michigan Labor History Society Administrative Files, 2005-2011
PH01 Labor Legacy Landmark Photographs, Promotional Displays
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