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Emerging from the Foundry Council established in 1946, the UAW Foundry Department was
organized in 1949 to provide industry wage data and other technical information to local unions
representing foundry workers and their servicing representatives and to address health and safety
issues of special concern to foundry workers, whose jobs exposed them to more danger than
other autoworkers. The department also sought to improve working conditions through support
of federal legislation and civil rights initiatives.

In 1970, the Forge Department, which addressed similar concerns for forge workers, was set up
under the direction of Nelson Jack Edwards, the UAW’s first African-American vice president,
who had become head of the Foundry Department in 1962. He was succeeded by Marc Stepp in
the mid-seventies, and the two departments merged in 1991.

The UAW Foundry and Forge Departments Collection consists of correspondence, reports,
minutes, publications, wage rate schedules, and other material pertaining to foundry and forge
workers and the foundry and forge industries and to non-UAW organizations in which Nelson
Jack Edwards participated.

Important subjects in the collection include:

African American Autoworkers National Safety Council
Automation South African Politics & Economy
Detroit Labor Action Committee UAW Eaton Council

Forge Industry Workplace Health & Safety Issues
Foundry Industry

Metropolitan Detroit Labor and Community Association

Important correspondents in the collection include:

Nelson Jack Edwards Emil Mazey
Douglas Fraser Marc Stepp
William Humphreys Horace Sheffield
Paul Kiel Walter Reuther

Non-manuscript material:

A number of photographs and audio tapes documenting Foundry and Forge Department
conferences and Council meetings as well as events in the civil rights movement have been



placed in the Archives Audiovisual Collection. Contracts and serial publications pertinent to
foundry work have been transferred to the Archives Library.

PLEASE NOTE: Folders are computer-arranged alphabetically in this
finding aid, but may actually be dispersed throughout several boxes in the
collection. Note carefully the box number for each folder heading.
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Folder heading

8-5

13-1 thru 2
12-3

12-16 thru 17
4-1 thru 5
5-17 thru 18
3-1 thru 18
5-8 thru 16
7-3

1-11

6-16

4-24 thru 34
2-11 thru 14
1-3

11-19 thru 21
14-7
14-8

14-21
14-25
14-9
2-7
10-11
2-2
2-3
2-8

12-19

14-1 thru 2
14-3 thru 14-5
12-8

12-18
14-32
6-22

6-21

6-24

14-31
14-16
14-17
14-30
14-15
14-14

AFL-CIO; national health speaker’s manual, 1972

Alcoa and Eaton depts; correspondence, 1968

Allen Industries; correspondence, 1972

Aluminum companies; arbitration and grievance, 1966-71
AMC; clips, 1986 Jul-Jan 1987

Auto; clips, 1984 Nov-Dec

Auto; clips, 1985 Jan-Aug

Auto; clips, 1985 Sep-Dec

Automation; course materials and articles, 1955-60
Automation; effects on foundry workers, 1970

Bendix negotiations; notes, 1964

Chrysler clips, 1987 Nov-Sep 1988
Chrysler; Kenosha News clippings, 1987-88
Contract proposals, costs, 1960s-1970s

Detroit; city charter commission, 1971-72

Die Cast Council; special meeting, Solidarity House, 1972

Die Casts and Plastics Conference; minutes, correspondence, 1972
Die Casts and Plastics Council Conference, 1969

Die Casts and Plastics Council Conference; correspondence, 1969
Die Casts and Plastics; special meeting, minutes, 1973

DLAC (Detroit Labor Action Council), 1970

DLAC; activities, 1969-72

DLAC; expenses, 1974

DLAC; reports, 1972

DLAC; reports, 1972

Eaton and Alcoa depts.; correspondence and misc., 1968-1971
Eaton Corp. and UAW; correspondence, 1971 Jul-Dec

Eaton Corp. and UAW; correspondence, papers, 1970

Eaton Corp.; insurance proposal, 1976

Eaton Corp.; pension plan; materials, notes, 1971

Eaton Council; arbitration, 1971

Eaton Council; correspondence, 1957

Eaton Council; correspondence, 1961

Eaton Council; correspondence, 1961

Eaton Council; correspondence, 1969-70

Eaton Council; correspondence, arbitration, affadavits, 1967
Eaton Council; correspondence, grievances, agreements, 1968
Eaton Council; minutes, 1969-71

Eaton Council; minutes and negotiations (shorthand), 1970
Eaton Council; minutes, arbitration, 1967
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Folder heading

12-12 thru 15
6-27
6-30
12-1
6-13
6-25
8-12
6-23

1-7
6-15
2-28

5-4

10-23 thru 24
10-8 thru 10
10-14
14-24
14-23
13-3
10-17
12-7

1-5

2-19

2-18

12-5 thru 6
1-2

7-4

9-21

7-2

7-6 thru 8
7-9

2-34

7-1

1-6

2-39

6-4

9-22

9-18

2-9

2-27

1-4

11-10
11-11
10-20

Eaton dept.; negotiations, 1970

Eaton manufacturing; 60 day notice to terminate contract, 1961
Eaton manufacturing; clips, 1956-62

Eaton manufacturing; correspondence re: negotiations, 1960
Eaton manufacturing; grievances, 1955-56

Eaton manufacturing; job descriptions, 1959

Eaton manufacturing; letters of understanding, 1964-71

Eaton manufacturing; pension and benefits, 1962

Eaton Manufacturing; UAW research, 1957-63

Eaton manufacturing; wage rates, 1955-56

Economic package, summary, 1970

Edwards, Nelson J.; awards program and New Light speech, 1975

Fenton's Foundry List, 1955-56

FEPC/Civil Rights; letters, memos, clips, 1963-69

First GM Agreement (commemorative), 1937

Forge Council; correspondence, Canton, Ohio, 1971
Forge Council; credentials and attendance record, Canton, Ohio, 1971
Forge information; minutes, 1968-1972

Foundry; apprenticeship, 1963-82

Foundry Christmas card list, 1957

Foundry classifications and wage rates, 1961-67

Foundry Conference Executive Board; correspondence, 1972-85
Foundry contract survey letters, 1977

Foundry correspondence, 1972

Foundry Council staff; meetings, notes, 1971

Foundry department automation reports, 1955-67
Foundry dept.; documents, 1934-72

Foundry equipment, 1966

Foundry equipment; brochures, information, 1960-66
Foundry equipment; brochures, information, 1972
Foundry executive board; minutes, 1982-85

Foundry health and safety; memos, articles, 1966-72
Foundry; health; Marcus, B., attny., correspondence, 1967
Foundry industry; background, hazards, 1966

Foundry minutes, 1946

Foundry minutes and documents, 1946

Foundry minutes; telegrams re: negotiations, 1970
Foundry newsletter; misc., 1963, 1966, 1970-75

Foundry report; convention, 1980

Foundry status and misc., 1962-71

Foundry Wage and Hour Conference, 1971

Foundry Wage and Hour Conference, 1972

Foundry Workers' Conference; Stockholm, Sweden, 1963
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Box-folder  Folder heading
10-16  Foundry workers; government benefits; health care, 1965-71
10-15  Foundry workers; sick leave; background; resolution, 1969
1-12 thru 13 Foundry working conditions and health hazards, 1970s
13-4  FWHC (Forge Wage and Hour Council), 1971
13-7  FWHC; minutes, 1962, 1966
13-5 FWHC; minutes, 1969
13-8 thru 10 FWHC; minutes and materials, 1968-71
13-6  FWHC; minutes, wage rates, 1967
11-9  Humphreys, W.; correspondence, 1968-69
11-7 thru 8  Humphreys, W.; correspondence, notes, memos, 1960-72
10-19  IFWHC (International Foundry Wage and Hours Conference), 1963
1-24  IFWHC, 1969-74
6-3 IFWHC, 1971
1-23  IFWHC, 1971
1-14 thru 15 IFWHC, 1971-72
11-23  IFWHC, 1973
1-28 IFWHC, 1974
1-22  IFWHC, 1976
1-25 IFWHC, 1976-85
1-10  IFWHC,; by-laws, 1968-74
2-41  IFWHC; by-laws, revisions, 1968
2-26  IFWHC,; financial reports, 1981-88
10-6 thru 7  IFWHC; minutes, 1946-50
10-4 thru 5 IFWHC; minutes, 1956-63
2-38  IFWHC; minutes, 1962
2-37  IFWHC; minutes, 1966
2-35thru36  IFWHC; minutes, 1968-69
1-27  IFWHC; sub councils, 1976
2-10  IFWHC; sub-council #1, 1972-74
2-5  IFWHC; sub-council #2, 1976
2-4  IFWHC; sub-council #3, 1976
2-6  IFWHC; sub-council #4, 1972-74
12-4  Indian Head Council Minutes, 1972
8-9 thru 10  Industrial safety and health; publications, 1950-54
5-21  Jefferson Assembly, clips, 1986-1988
4-7  Jefferson Assembly, Trenton, Huntsville, AMC; clips, 1986 Sep-Feb 1987
4-13 thru 23 Jefferson Assembly, Trenton, Huntsville, AMC; clips, 1987 Mar-Aug
5-19 thru20  Jefferson Assembly, Trenton, Huntsville, AMC; clips, 1988 Oct-Dec
4-6 thru 12 Jefferson Assembly, Trenton, Huntsville, AMC; clips, 1986 Jun-Aug
13-19 thru 22  Kiel, P., asst. director Forge dept.; correspondence, 1969-72
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Folder heading

6-26
2-29

11-14 thru 18

9-1 thru 4
9-20

1-9

9-19

13-11
11-24

11-1

8-6 thru 8
11-5 thru 6
5-1 thru 3
6-28

1-20

1-21

10-1 thru 2

2-30
6-1 thru 2

10-12 thru 13
7-5

1-19

1-18

12-20 thru 21
10-22

10-18

5-6 thru 7
1-16

2-20

2-22

2-21

2-17

2-23

2-15

2-16

2-25

2-24

1-1

Labor Mediations Board; UAW/Eaton, 1961
Labor representatives; community service,

MDL (Michigan Dept. of Labor); FAC (Foundry Advisory Committee);
health and safety, 1969-72

MDLCA (Metro Detroit Labor Community Association), 1964-68
MDLCA; membership, 1967

National Castings Council, 1961

National Castings; personnel, n.d.

National Die Casts and Plastics Council; minutes and misc., 1968-1973
National Foundry Association; wage survey, 1969
National Foundry Dept.; local union officers, 1958-67
National Safety Council, 1968-70

National Safety Council, 1969-71

National Safety Council, 1971-72

NLRB case; Local 196, aircraft and valve division, 1958
Occupational safety; accidents, fatalities, 1970-83
Occupational safety; high blood pressure, 1976
On-the-job training/retraining, 1966

Per capita letters, 1982
Piecework; job descriptions, Farmall works, Local 1309, 1950-1955

Sand preparation machinery, n.d.

Shell molding; shell core making; pamphlets, 1956

South Africa; U.N. symposium, union remarks, 1981
Speeches; political and social issues, 1978

Staff itinerary, 1970-1973

Steel's specifications handbook, 1953

Strike assistance and statistics, 1971

Strike Assistance Program, 1960-68

Strike information; class handbook, 1968

Sub council #1 financial record, reports, 1987

Sub council #1; general correspondence, 1986

Sub council #1; per capita reports and correspondence, 1987
Sub council #2; financial record, reports, 1984-85

Sub council #2; per capita reports, 1979

Sub council #3; general correspondence, 1978-85

Sub council #3; per capita reports, 1979

Sub council Canada; per capita reports, 1969-84

Sub council Canada; per capita reports, 1979
SUB(Supplemental unemployment benefits) plan , 1956-62
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Folder heading

9-23 thru 26
9-27 thru 28
13-16 thru 18
13-14

8-18

8-22 thru 25
9-29

12-11

13-15

14-11

10-21

11-22

6-14

6-5 thru 12
2-32

8-19

14-22

8-27

6-50

6-47

6-32 thru 41
6-46

6-43

6-45

6-48

8-1

6-31

6-18

6-44

14-28 thru 29
13-12 thru 13
8-20

12-9 thru 10
8-30 thru 33
8-17

6-29

14-33

14-12

1-8

2-40

8-16

8-26

14-27

UAW administration; correspondence from, 1965-68
UAW administration; correspondence from, 1973-74
UAW Alcoa dept.; correspondence, 1969-1970

UAW Alcoa dept.; correspondence and misc., 1971
UAW Alcoa Dept.; correspondence, grievance, 1973
UAW Alcoa Dept.; correspondence, McCullough, R., 1972-73
UAW Alcoa Dept.; correspondence, McCullough, R., 1974
UAW Alcoa dept.; grievances, 1972

UAW Allen Industries; correspondence and misc., 1971
UAW and Alcoa, Cleveland; wage freeze, 1971

UAW and misc.; newsletters and magazines, 1970-81
UAW,; Contract clause manual, 1957

UAW,; contract proposals, 1958

UAW correspondence; Eaton manufacturing, 1955-62
UAW department of conservation, 1970

UAW Die Cast and Plastics Council; minutes, 1974
UAW Die Cast Council Meeting; Flint, 1971

UAW Donaldson Council; newsletters, 1974-1975
UAW Eaton Council; clips and publications, 1959-63
UAW Eaton Council; contract changes, 1957

UAW Eaton Council; correspondence, 1955-64

UAW Eaton Council; financial reports, 1959-63

UAW Eaton Council; grievances, 1955-61

UAW Eaton Council; insurance, health, 1959-62

UAW Eaton Council; Matthews, Norman, 1951-59
UAW Eaton Council; minutes, 1973-74

UAW Eaton Council; minutes, correspondence, 1956-61
UAW Eaton Council report, 1962

UAW Eaton Council; wage rates, 1954-63

UAW Eaton Dept.; correspondence, 1969

UAW Eaton Dept.; correspondence, 1971

UAW Eaton Dept.; correspondence and memos, 1973
UAW Eaton Dept.; correspondence and memos, 1973
UAW Eaton Dept.; correspondence, Eck, K., 1973
UAW Eaton Dept.; dental plan, misc., 1973-75

UAW Eaton Spring Council; audits, 1957-61

UAW Electric Storage and Battery; arbitration, announcements, 1970
UAW Electric Storage Battery dept.; grievances, 1970
UAW Fair practices and anti-discrimination, 1974
UAW First National Foundry Conference; minutes, 1946
UAW Forge Council; minutes, 1973-74

UAW Forge Locals, 1972

UAW Forge Wage-Hour Conference, 1972



Box-folder

Folder heading

11-12 thru 13
10-25
11-26

10-26 thru 27

9-7

9-5 thru 6
9-8 thru 9
9-10 thru 16
9-17

8-3 thru 4
10-28
1-26

14-6

8-29
14-13

8-2

8-11

11-4

6-17

6-19
14-18
6-20

6-49
14-19
6-42
14-20
11-25
10-3

8-21

2-33

2-31

2-1

12-2
14-10
8-15

8-14

5-5

8-13
14-26
11-3

11-2

1-17
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UAW Foundry; arbitration, 1948-70

UAW Foundry Dept.; correspondence with locals, 1950s-1960s
UAW Foundry Dept.; correspondence with locals, 1968-74
UAW Foundry Dept.; correspondence with locals, 1970s
UAW Foundry Dept.; memos, correspondence, 1949-52
UAW Foundry Dept.; memos, correspondence, 1959-69
UAW Foundry Dept.; memos, correspondence, 1963
UAW Foundry Dept.; memos, correspondence, 1967-72
UAW Foundry Dept.; memos, correspondence from Humphries, W., 1970
UAW Foundry; expenses, 1952-57

UAW Foundry; wage and contract surveys, 1968

UAW; health and safety, 1984

UAW Hoover Ball Division; meeting announcements, 1970
UAW; insurance and benefits, misc., 1970s

UAW International officials; correspondence, 1967-68
UAW International Representative reports, 1957

UAW International representatives; expenses, 1960s
UAW Legal Dept.; memos, 1971-72

UAW Local 196; grievances, agreements, 1960-61
UAW Local 196; grievances and appeals, 1955-56
UAW Local 196; grievances, Eaton, 1970-71

UAW Local 278; Dole Valve, 1964

UAW Local 307; skilled trades and apprenticeship, n.d.
UAW Local 368; grievances, Eaton, 1971

UAW Local 407; 25th Anniversary speech, 62

UAW Local 467; grievances, Eaton, 1972

UAW Local 1222; contract notes and proposals, 1966(?)
UAW parts and supplier plants; problems, 1969

UAW proposals; Eaton corp., 1972

UAW publications; education, 1969-73

UAW publications; grievances, bargaining, 1976

UAW retirees’ benefits, 1965-1970s

UAW Staff Council; correspondence, 1973

UAW Truck-Trailer Conference; minutes, 1968

UAW v. Eaton; grievance, 1975

UAW v. Eaton; post-hearing statement, 1974

UAW Women’s Biennial conference, 1971

UAW-Eaton corp.; mailing list, 1974

UAW-Eaton inter-corp. council, 1972

Wage-Price Freeze, 1972

Workers' issues; negotiations materials, 1962-65
Workers’ issues; pensions, job design, 1973-82



