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Summary Information

Repository: Walter P. Reuther Library
Creator: Sperka, Schlomo
Title: Schlomo Sperka Papers
ID: UP002676
Date [inclusive]: 1958-2015
Date [bulk]: bulk
Physical Description: 2.5 Linear Feet (2 SB, 1 MB)
Physical Location: 4S5-G-3(1)
Language of the English
Material:
Language of the Material mainly in English, some Hebrew present.
Material:
Abstract: Schlomo “Sol” Sperka (1933-2015) was a Detroit lawyer and

arbitrator. He was educated at Wayne State University (1952-1954)
and Brooklyn Law School (1958). Upon obtaining his degree Sperka
returned to the Detroit area, first working for the National Labor
Relations Board and then moving on to the Michigan Employment
Relations Commission (MERC), where he served first as an
Administrative Law Judge and then as director. After retiring from
state employment in 1998, Sperka spent several years in academia,
teaching at the Wayne State University Law School and serving

as the interim Director of the Master of Arts Program in Industrial
Relations. Sperka also served as an arbitrator from 1998 until 2011.
Throughout his career, he published a number of works on labor

law and public sector labor relations, and he was an active member
of a number of professional organizations, including the American
Arbitration Association. In addition to his legal career, Sperka was an
active member of the Detroit Jewish community and had a particular
interest in and expertise in Talmudic Law. The bulk of the material
in this collection is from the 1980s forward and relates to Sperka’s
work at the MERC, as a Professor at Wayne State, and as an arbitrator.
Types of materials include correspondence, case notes, lectures and
speeches, continuing education materials, and information from
various professional organizations in which Sperka was involved.
Also included is a small quantity of material from Sperka’s personal
files, which primarily reflect his involvement in Detroit’s Jewish
community.
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Citation Style

"Schlomo Sperka Papers, Box [#], Folder [#], Walter P. Reuther Library, Archives of Labor and
Urban Affairs, Wayne State University"

A Return to Table of Contents

Schlomo “Sol” Sperka (1933-2015) was a Detroit lawyer and arbitrator. Educated at Wayne State
University (1952-1954) and Brooklyn Law School (1958), upon obtaining his degree Sperka returned
to the Detroit area, first working for the National Labor Relations Board and then moving on to the
Michigan Employment Relations Commission (MERC), where he served first as an Administrative Law
Judge and then as director. After retiring from state employment in 1998, Sperka spent several years
in academia, teaching at the Wayne State University Law School and serving as the interim Director
of the Master of Arts Program in Industrial Relations. Sperka also served as an arbitrator from 1998
until 2011. Throughout his career, he published a number of works on labor law and public sector
labor relations, and he was an active member of a number of professional organizations, including the
American Arbitration Association. In addition to his legal career, Sperka was an active member of the
Detroit Jewish community and had a particular interest in and expertise in Talmudic Law.

A Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content

The bulk of the material in this collection is from the 1980s forward and relates to Sperka’s work at the
MERGC, as a Professor at Wayne State, and as an arbitrator. Types of materials include correspondence,
case notes, lectures and speeches, continuing education materials, and information from various
professional organizations in which Sperka was involved. Also included is a small quantity of material
from Sperka’s personal files, which primarily reflect his involvement in Detroit’s Jewish community.

Series 1: Teaching, Research, and Professional Involvement, 1958-2011
Series 2: Arbitration Cases, 1983-2011

Series 3: Personal Files, 1999-2015
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Arrangement

The collection is arranged into 3 series.

Folders in each series are simply listed by their location within each box. They are not arranged, so any
given subject may be dispersed throughout several boxes within each series.

Series 1: Teaching, Research and Professional Involvement, 1958-2011 (Box 1-2)
Series 2: Arbitation Cases, 1983-2011 (Box 2-3)

Series 3: Personal Files, 1999-2015 (Box 3)

A Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Walter P. Reuther Library

5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
URL: http://reuther.wayne.edu

Acquisition

Materials donated to the Walter P. Reuther Library by Deanna Sperka in 2015.

Processing History

Processed and finding aid written by Kris Kniffen on February 11, 2016.

Access

Collection is open for research.

- Page 5-


http://reuther.wayne.edu

Guide to the Schlomo Sperka Papers UP002676

Use

Refer to the Walter P. Reuther Library "Rules for Use of Archival Materials." Restrictions:
Researchers may encounter records of a sensitive nature — personnel files, case records and those
involving investigations, legal and other private matters. Privacy laws and restrictions imposed by the
Library prohibit the use of names and other personal information which might identify an individual,
except with written permission from the Director and/or the donor.
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Controlled Access Headings

*  Grievance arbitration

*  Arbitration, Industrial

e Jewish Law

*  Law -- Study and teaching

*  Sperka, Schlomo

*  American Arbitration Association

*  Michigan Employment Relations Commission

Other Access Aids

Finding aid also available as a pdf file. https://www.reuther.wayne.edu/files/UP002676.pdf
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Box 1
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Lecture Notes, Labor Law Course, 1958

Articles by S. Sperka, 1984-1993

Lecture - MERC Conference, Jun. 2000

Arbitration and Mediation Literature, non-labor, 1983-1996 (1 of 2)
Arbitration and Mediation Literature, non-labor, 1983-1996 (2 of 2)

State of Michigan Employment Relations and Labor Mediation
Publications, 1978-1993
American Arbitration Association, 1968-1990

Arbitration and Mediation Literature, grievance, 1973-1986

Individual Employment (non-union) Arbitration, 1993-1997

Collective Bargaining Ethics Literature, 1981-1982

UAW Guide to Representation Cases before the MERC, 1988

"How to Win Before the ALJ" workshop, MERC Conference, Jun. 1998

Selected Proceedings of the 35th Annual Conference of the Association of
Labor Relations Agencies, 1986

Selected Proceedings of the Annual Conference of the Association of
Labor Relations Agencies, 1987

Selected Proceedings of the 28th Annual Conference of the Association of
Labor Relations Agencies, 1979

State of Michigan Tribute to S. Sperka, 1998

"Roumell's Primer on Labor Arbitration," 1980

ALRA speech "How to Win Before the ALJ," Jul. 1988

CUPA speech "How to Persuade the ALJ," Feb. 1982

MERC Conference Keynote Address, Jun. 1998

"Decision Writing for Administrative Law Judges" article, S. Sperka
"Rights, Right, and Academe - Ethical Considerations in Collective
Bargaining" article, S. Sperka, 1982

Guest lecture, E. Savoy's class, WSU, 1999-2000

Ohio-Michigan Labor-Management Conference, 2001

"Structure of Jewish Law" Lectures, 1959-1987

Michigan Labor Law Precedents, 2003-2005

Jewish Law and Union Membership, 2004

Student Papers, Jewish Law Course, 1993

Exams, Jewish Law Course, 1978-1986

National Academy of Arbitrators Membership, 2005(1 of 2)
National Academy of Arbitrators Membership, 2005(2 of 2)
Rabbinical Court of Greater Detroit

Correspondence, 2011

Collaborative Bargaining in Academia sources, 1997-2001

City of Detroit, Permanent Umpire Appointment, 2001-2002
"Ethical Aspects of Union Policy and Conduct," article, E. Stein, 1966
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service Panel, 1998-2011
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Iowa Public Employment Relations Board Neutral List, 1998-2002
The Internet for Lawyers Continuing Education, 1996-1999
Industrial Relations Research Association, 2001-2004
Employment Arbitration Article, Mailin and Ladenson, 1993
MERC Administrative Law Judge Cases, 2003

MERC Appointment Application, 2004

MERC Public Sector Labor Law Conference, 2002

MERC Advisory Committee, 1998-2004

MERC Grievance Arbitrators Panel, 1998-2005

Michigan State Bar, Emeritus, 2006

Association of Labor Relations Agencies 50th Anniversary, 2002
AAA Certificate of Training, S. Sperka, 2003

AAA Correspondence, 1999-2005

Bureau of National Affairs Labor and Employment Law Library, 2001
Ohio Arbitrator Symposium Articles, 2003

Wayne State University Appointments, 1998-1999

Wayne State University Correspondence, 1999-2000

National Center for Dispute Settlement Application, 2000-2001
Law School Books and Publications, 2001-2002

Public Sector Labor Law Conference Workshops, 1999

Public Sector Labor Relations Guides, 1981, 2002

Institute of Continuing Legal Education Arbitration Seminar, 1979
Center for Dispute Settlement Mediator Training Program
National Judicial College Civil Mediation Course, 1997 (1 of 2)
National Judicial College Civil Mediation Course, 1997 (2 of 2)

Arbitration Fees, Sperka, 1998-2010
S. Sperka Arbitration Decisions, 1983-1999

Warren Police Command Officers Association Vehicle Use Arbitration,
Ciy of Warren, 2010-2011
Termination Arbitration, Warren Police, 2009 (1 of 2)

Termination Arbitration, Warren Police, 2009 (2 of 2)

Layoff Arbitration, City of Pontiac, 2009

Suspension Arbitration, Oakwood Hospital, 2009

Withdrawn cases, Oakwood Hospital, 2008-2010

Layoff Arbitration, Otis Elevator Company, 2009

Holiday Pay Arbitration, Omni Convalescent Center, 2009-2010
Arbitration, Pontiac School District, 2008-2009

Science Teachers class sizes Arbitration, Wayne County Community
College, 2008-2009

Suspension Arbitration, Saginaw County Mental Health Authority, 2010-
2011
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Discipline Arbitration, City of Marine City, 2010

Termination Arbitration, Oakwood Hospital, 2007

Benefit Payment Arbitration, Kingsford Police, 2010

Arbitration, Kentwood Police, 2010-2011

Firefighters Sick Leave Arbitration, City of Madison Heights, 2010-2011
Wages Arbitration, Oakwood Hospital, 2010-2011

Termination Arbitration, Oswego Police, 2010

Termination Arbitration, Lansing Community College, 2009

UAW Region 1A Arbitration, Logistics Insight Corp., 2008-2009
Termination Arbitration, Livingston County, 2009-2010

Termination Arbitration, Luther Manor, 2010

Arbitration, Firefighter, City of Madison Heights, 2009

Monroe Employee Association Arbitration, City of Monroe, 2008-2009
Arbitration, County of Muskegon, 2008

Fire Fighters Class Action Arbitration, City of Warren, 2009-2010
Termination Arbitration, Way Bakery, 2004

Monroe County Community College Faculty Association Arbitration,
MCCC, 2011
AAA Voluntary Labor Arbitration cases, 2010-2011

Reprimand Arbitration, City of Milan Police, 2011

Michigan Education Association Arbitration, Lansing Community
College, 2011
Retirement Payout Arbitration, City of Dearborn Heights Police, 2011

Detective Assignment Class Action Arbitration, City of Madison Heights
Police, 2011

Sterile Processing Clerks Class Action Arbitration, West Shore Medical
Center, 2009-2011

Arbitration Bills, 1999-2003

United Mine Workers of America Arbitration, Bituminous Coal Operators'
Association, 2010
IUOE Arbitration, Detroit Zoological Society, 2011

S. Sperka Resumes

Biographies, S. Sperka and Others, 1999-2002

Remembrances, Ehrenpreis Family, 2010

New Approaches to the Hebrew Bible Conference, 2007

Hip Fracture Research Study, 2008

Jewish Genealogical Society of Michigan, 2008-2011

Kollel Institute, "The Journal of Talmudic Studies," 2009

Jewish Community Archives, 2006-2009

Kosher/Passover diet concerns, Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak, 2005
S. Sperka, in Memory of, 2015
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