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History

The Jewish Centers Association was formally organized in 1926, located on Melbourne Street
near Woodward Avenue in Detroit. Its purpose was to provide recreational, cultural, and
informal educational activities for the Detroit Jewish community. In 1933 the Young Women’s
Hebrew Association merged with the Jewish Center to form the Jewish Community Center of
Detroit and moved to Woodward at Holbrook Street, which was the site of the old Frazer farm.
This newly renovated building was possible through the efforts of the Detroit Jewish
community and the Allied Jewish Campaign. In 1939 the building was enlarged with a
gymnasium and swimming pool through generous donations by Mrs. Aaron DeRoy and the
Carrie Sittig Cohen Estate. The building became known at the Aaron DeRoy Memorial
Building. In 1955 the building was leased to the Detroit Department of Parks and Recreation,
and the offices were moved to Bradstreet near ElImhurst. Programming was shifted to the
Davison Branch.

From 1928 to 1954, the Jewish Center had many branch activities. The Fenkell Branch at
Fenkell near Parkside operated from 1934 to 1937. The Dexter Branch on Dexter near Lawrence
was in operation from 1940 to 1942. The Northwest Branch at the Rose Sittig Cohen Building
of the United Hebrew Schools ran from 1944 to 1955 and was used jointly with the United
Hebrew Schools. The 12" Street Council Center at 12" and Blaine operated from 1950 to 1951.
The Northwest office on Livernois near Seven Mile Road operated from 1949 to 1950. A
Dexter-Davison temporary office was opened in 1950, and the Dexter-Davison building was
completed and opened on January 15, 1952. It closed in November 1960. The D.W. Simons
Branch, which was run out of the D.W. Simons Hebrew School at Tuxedo and Holmur, began
programming around 1946, and the Ester Berman Branch at 18945 Schaefer near Seven Mile
Road opened in October 1954.

The Oak Park branch of the Jewish Community Center, located on Ten Mile Road east of
Greenfield Road, was opened in November 1956. It was named in memory of Jimmy Morris
Prentis. At this time JCC membership was about 3,800 with more than half being young people
under the age of 18. By February 1960, the new main branch was opened at Curtis and Meyers
in Detroit. At that time, it was decided to close the Davison branch and transport senior adults
to the new main branch. By 1961, due to budgetary factors, most of the JCC programming at
the Oak Park branch was moved to the Curtis and Meyers building, except for the large day
camp program. A contributing factor was that the United Hebrew Schools was using the Oak
Park branch extensively. By 1964, United Hebrew Schools had drastically reduced its use of the
branch and the Center reinstituted children’s programming. This was a priority because of the
growth of families in the Oak Park-Huntington Woods-Southfield area.

The Jewish Community Center on West Maple Road at Drake Road in West Bloomfield was
dedicated in 1975 to serve the growing population in the West Bloomfield/Farmington Hills
area. The campus is known as the Eugene and Marcia Applebaum Jewish Community Campus.

It opened with the same purpose and objectives as the first JCC in 1933: to provide leisure-
time recreation, informal education, and meet the cultural needs of the Jewish community.
Housed within the D. Dan and Betty Kahn building are many community organizations and
services including a fitness center, the Janice Charach Gallery, the Pitt childcare center, JCC
camps, the Berman Theater and the Frankel Jewish Academy.



In March 2015, the Jewish Community Center board, as well as the combined boards of the
Jewish Federation and United Jewish Foundation, approved a recommendation to close the Oak

Park branch at Ten Mile Road due to large annual deficits in the budget. Operations ceased later
that year.

Scope and Content:

The bulk of the materials relate to programming and internal operations at all branches of the
Jewish Community Center (JCC). Box 5 mainly relates to the building of the West Bloomfield
campus of the JCC.

Arrangement
The collection is loosely arranged in alphabetical order by subject, then in reverse chronology.



Box 1
Annual Meetings, 2003-2004

Annual Report. 75" Anniversarv. 2001

Annual Report. 75™ Anniversarv. 2001
Annual Meetings, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001

Annual Meeting, 1999-2000

Annual Meeting Programs, 1954-1958

Awards for Achievement, 2000

Board/Committee Assignments, 2001-2005

Board Committees/Assignments, 2001-2005

Board of Directors — Minutes/Memorandum, 2005
Board of Directors — Minutes/Memorandum, 2004 (May—Dec)
Board of Directors — Minutes/Memorandum, 2004 (Jan-May)
Executive Committee Minutes, 2004

Executive Committee Minutes, 2004

Board Meetings, 2003

Executive Committee Minutes, 2003

Executive Committee Minutes, 2003

Board Mentor, 2000-2003

Board Minutes, 2002

Executive Committee Minutes, 2002

Board Minutes, Sept 2001 — Dec 2002

Board Manual, 2001-2002

Exec Committee, Jan — March, 2002

Board Minutes, 2000-2001

Executive Committee, Oct — Dec., 2001

Executive Committee Meetings, July 2000-June, 2001
Executive Committee, July-September, 2001
Executive Board Meetings, 2000

Board Minutes, 1999-2000

Board Minutes, 1999

Executive Committee, Jan — May, 1999
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Box 2

Executive Board Meeting, 1999

Board Minutes, Jan — Dec, 1998

Exec. Committee, July — Dec., 1998

Exec. Committee, Jan — June, 1998

Executive Committee - July 1997-July 1998

Board Minutes — Jan—Dec 1997

Exec Committee (Note: Charach Fund: Revision of Purpose, June — Dec, 1977
Exec Committee, Jan — May, 1997
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Exec Committee Nov, 1996 — June, 1997
Board Minutes, Sept — Dec 1996

Exec. Committee, July — Dec, 1996

Board of Directors, May 1995 — June 1996
Executive Committee, June 1995 — March 1996
Board of Directors, June 1994 — March 1995
Executive Committee, July 1994 — May 1995
Board of Directors, Sept 1993 — June 1994
Executive Committee, July 1993 — June 1994
Board of Directors, Sept 1992 — June 1993
Executive Committee, June 1992 — June 1993
Board of Directors, 1991 — 1992

Executive Committee, 1991 — 1992

Board of Directors Mtgs, 1990-1991
Executive Committee, 1990 - 1991

Board of Directors, Sept 1989 — July 1990
Executive Committee, June 1989 - June 1990
Board of Directors, Sept. 1988-May, 1989
Executive Committee, June, 1988-May 1989
Board of Directors Mtgs, 1987-1988
Executive Committee, 1987-1988

Board Minutes, 1986-1987

Executive Committee, 1986-1987

Board Minutes, 1985-1986

Executive Committee, 1985-1986

Board Minutes, 1984-1985

Exec. Committee Mtgs, 1984-1985
Executive Committee Mtgs, Jan—June, 1984
Board of Directors, 1983-1984

Executive Committee, 1983

Board of Directors, 1982-83

Executive Committee, 1982

Board of Directors, 1981

Executive Committee (Proposal on Intermarriage/Capital Needs/Senior Citizens, Jan —
Dec. 1981

Board of Directors, 1979, June 1980-May, 1981

Executive Committee, 1979-1980

Board of Directors, 1978-1979

Executive Committee, 1978-1979

Board of Directors, Roster, Minutes, 1977-1978



Executive Committee, 197-1978

Board of Directors, Roster, Minutes, 1976-1977
Executive Committee, 1976-1977

Board of Directors, Roster, Minutes, 1975-1976
Executive Committee Minutes, 1975-1976

Board of Directors, Roster, Minutes, 1974-1975
Executive Committee Minutes, 1974-1975

Board of Directors, Minutes, Roster, Annual Mtg, 1973-1974
Executive Committee Minutes, Maple/Drake Project Bldg. Committee, 1973-1974
Dues Revision Committee, 1974

Board of Directors, Roster, Minutes, 1972-1973
Executive Committee Minutes, Budget Report, 1972-1973
Executive Committee Minutes, 1971-1972

Board of Directors Minutes, 1970-1971

Board of Directors, List of Names, 2000-2005
Board of Directors, List of Directors, 1995-2000
Board of Directors, List of Names, 1989-1999
Board of Directors, List of Names, 1980-1989
Board of Directors, Lists, 1979-1976

Board of Directors, List of Names, 1975-1970
Board of Directors Roster, 1969 — 1972

Board of Directors, List of Names, 1969-1965
Board of Directors, List of Names, 1964-1960
Board of Directors, List of Names, 1951-1959
Board of Directors, List of Names, 1951-1959
Board of Directors, List of Names, 1930s, Past Presidents 1925-1967
New Board Training, 2001-2003

Board Nominations, 2002-2005

Book Fair, 2000 — 2005

Book Fair, 1999-1996

Book Fair, 1990- 1995

Book Fair, 1981 — 1989

Book Fair, 1960-1964

Book Fair, 1961

Book Fair, 1959

Book Fair, 1957

Business Plan, Overview of Programs, 1997 — 1998
Business Plan, Mission Components, 1997
Business Plan, 1997

Business Plan Overview, 1997

Butzel Camp Notes

Capital Needs, 2003
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Capital Needs, 2002
Capital Needs, 2001
Capital Needs, 2000
Capital Needs, 1999

Camp Brochures

Camp Tamarack Folk Song Book (Meyers Rd)

Capital Funding Proposal, 1993

Capital Needs, 1998

Capital Needs, 1996-1997

Capital Needs, 1940-1997

Catalogs, 1999-2002

Center Theater — Jet

Committee Chair Section, 1997-2004

Building Committee Minutes, Roster, Floor Plans Curtis-Meyers, 1955
Real Estate Committee — Curtis-Meyers Bldg. Sale, 1970-1974

Space Requirement-Analysis Workbook — Curtis-Meyer, 1953
Davidson Community Center Valuation Report, 1958

Dedications, 1935- 1993

Department Work Plans, 1996-2006; Action Plan, Work Plan, 1996-1997
Dept. Plan — Child Development, 1970-1998; Recreation Services, 1977; Health Club,
1996

Dept. Work Plan — Day Camp, 1996-1967

Dept. Work Plan — Judaic Education, 1967 — 1998

Dept. Work Plans — Membership 1966-1997; Policies, Fees, Scholarships, Expenditures
Dept.

Work Plan — Marketing, 1996

Contract for New United Jewish Charities; Aaron Deroy Bldg, 1938
Endowment/Naming Opportunities

Endowment/Steering Committee/Florida Mtg, 1999
Endowment/Steering Committee, 1999

Endowment/Staff Mtg., 1997-1999

Endowment/Steering Committee, 1998

Festival Dancers “Art Moves” 1974-1975

Festival Dancers, 1970

Festival Dancers, Newspaper Clippings

Festival Dancers, Programs

Financial Report, 1877-1978

Health Club

History of J.C.C., 1964

Historical Brochures



Box 5

35
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42
43
44
45
46
47
48
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52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
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Intergenerational Program, 1990s

Institute for Retired Professionals

Janice Charach Epstein Gallery

JET (Jewish Ensemble Theaters)

Jewish Parents Institute — Background and History
J.P.M. Awards

J.PM. Capital Endowment, 1992-1993

J.P.M. Construction

J.P.M. Construction Notes, 1967-1989

J.P.M. Expansion/Dedication, 1987-1993
Family Concerts, 1970-1980s

J.P.M. Fundraising, 1991-1997

J.P.M. History

J.P.M. Minutes Activity Committee, 1986-1991
Multi-Service Center, 1983

Playground Project, 1993-1994

J.P.M. Pool and Track Construction, 1981-1985
J.P.M. Renovation, 1989-1993

J.P.M. Seder for New Americans, 1990-1994
J.P.M. Security, 1994

Senior Adult Activities, 1981-1988

Senior Adult Program Proposal, 1980s

Wally Straus Recreation Wing, 1993

Judiac Chair Endowment Fund, 1999

League of Detroit Jewish Youth, 1941

Maccabi Games, Signs and Security Handbooks, 1998
Maccabi Games, 1998

Maccabi Youth Games, 1998

Maccabi Youth Games, 1997

Maple-Drake, Ad Hoc Maple/Drake Review Committee, Communal Maintenance of
Property, 1982-1983

Maple-Drake, Ad Hoc Coordinating Committee, 1981-1982
Maple-Drake, Ad Hoc Committee Re: site Development, 1969-1970
Maple-Drake, Acoustics, Other Problems, 1976

Maple-Drake, Agencies Request for JCC Space, 1971

Maple-Drake, Appraisal of Assets, 1976

Maple-Drake, Architect’s Drawings of JCC

Maple-Drake, Architectural & Landscape, Building Materials, 2002
Maple-Drake, Architectural and Landscaping Campus Signage
Maple-Drake, Architectural and Landscape Guardrails, 2002
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14
15
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19
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24
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33

34
35
36
37
38

39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

Maple-Drake, Architectural and Landscaping Hardscape, Curb and Gutter, 2002
Maple-Drake, Architectural and Landscape Lighting, 2002

Maple-Drake, Architectural and Landscaping and Plants, 2002

Maple-Drake, Architectural and Landscaping Guidelines, Standards and Procedures, 2002
Maple-Drake, Architectural and Landscape, Street Furniture, 2002

Maple-Drake, Authority — Creation of Authority, Agency Usage, 1971

Maple-Drake, Authority Land Site, 1976-1978

Maple-Drake, Authority Wetlands, 1991

Maple-Drake, Substantial Completion, Building House Committee, Indoor, Outdoor
Projects, May-Oct, 1976

Maple-Drake, Budget Comparisons, 1972, 1973, 1974

Maple-Drake, Budget Info/Comparison of seven cities, 1971-19072

Maple-Drake, Budget Summary, 1974

Maple-Drake, Building Committee, 1972-1973

Maple-Drake, Capital Needs to Oversight Committee Re: Budge Overruns, Problems and
Needs, May, 1976

Maple-Drake, Redstone Certification of Completion (1971-1975), 1978

Maple-Drake, Certificate of Occupancy, Addition to JCC, Racquetball Courts (1976),
1979

Maple-Drake, Construction — Administrative Procedures, 1973

Maple-Drake, Barton Marlow Construction Management. Fees, 8-31-75 and 5-13-76
Maple-Drake, Construction, Article on JCC in “Michigan Contractor & Builder”, 1974
Maple-Drake, Cost List (JCC), 1994

Maple-Drake, JCC Construction Costs, (including completion of Phase II and 11, 1977,
1981

Maple-Drake, New JCC Construction, Complaints, Responses, Special Meetings, 1975-
1976

Maple-Drake Coordinating Committee (Communal Maintenance, Security 1983-1984
Maple-Drake Cornerstone Laying, 1975

Maple-Drake, Cost Reduction Alternates, 1971

Maple-Drake, Exterior Signage, 2003

Maple-Drake, Fed. Health and Welfare Division, Discussion of Plans for Development,
1970, 1972-1973

Maple-Drake, Funding Request to Fed. Capital Needs Div., 1990

Maple-Drake, Five Year Projection, Executive Director’s Report, 1963

Maple-Drake, Fundraising, Library, 1974-75

Maple-Drake, Naming Opportunities, Advance Gifts, Policies, 1971-1977
Maple-Drake, Furniture Budget, 1974k 1975

Maple-Drake, Groundbreaking, 9/23/73

Maple-Drake, Health Club - Boards(Men and Women), 1976

Maple-Drake, Health Club — Profit Analysis, 1973



48
49
50

51

52

53

54
55

56
57
58
59

60
61
62
63

64
65

66

67
68
69
70
71

72
73
74
75
76
77
78

Maple-Drake, Fed. Health & Welfare Div., Budget, Staff Analysis/Comparative Costs with
other Cities, 1973

Maple-Drake, Holocaust Memorial Center-Security proposal, 1985, 1987

Maple-Drake, Insurance Re-inspection, New Construction Follow-up, 1983
Maple-Drake, Interior Renovations, Requests, Proposals, (Rec. Complex, Lobby,
Shiffman Hall, Health Clubs, J.P.M., 1986-1988

Maple-Drake, Jewish Welfare Board Observations on JCC Plans, Federation’s Response to
Observations, 1972

Maple-Drake, Jewish Welfare Board Observations on JCC Plans, Federation’s Response to
Observations, 1972

Maple-Drake, Landscaping, Snow Removal, Parking Lots (Capital Needs Approval of
Request 1986 (1984-1987

Maple-Drake, Landscaping, 1972 & 1976

Maple-Drake, Land Survey Certification to United Jewish Charities, 4-11-73; Bloomfield
Twp. Requirements for Building Permit, 5-30-73

Maple-Drake, Master Plan Visions, Prepared by Alan E. Schwartz, 1970

Maple-Drake, Master Site, Plan Study — Redstone Architects, 1970

Maple-Drake, Membership Recap, 1958-1973

Maple-Drake, Oakland County Water Conservation Plan (with United Jewish Charities)
1970-1972

Maple-Drake, Operating Budget, Aug,1976

Maple-Drake, Outdoor Site Proposal, 1977

Maple-Drake, Oversight Committee: The Move, Startup Cost, 1975-1976

Maple-Drake, Performing Arts Facility Consultations, Ideas from Young Adults, 1969,
1971

Maple-Drake, Why a New J.C.C? Q & A, Press Announcement, 1973

Maple-Drake, Parents Assn. for Jewish Residential Care (JARC), Request for Occupancy,
1971

Maple-Drake, Parents Assn. for Jewish Residential Care (JARC), Request for Occupancy,
1971

Maple-Drake, Progress Report, August 1976

Maple-Drake, Property — Usage, 1993-1994

Maple-Drake, Proposals for Development of Site, 1968, 1969, 1979

Maple-Drake, Redstone, Modifications to JCC, 1976

Maple-Drake, Redstone Proposal — Communications/Report to Dept. of Commerce, 1972-
1974

Maple-Drake, Redstone Schematic Design Plan — Master Plan Study, 1971-1970
Maple-Drake, JWV Request for memorial, 1972

Maple-Drake, Selection of Redstone Architects, 1969-1970

Maple-Drake, Signage, 1983-1984

Maple-Drake, Drake Road Site Building Committee, 1971

Maple-Drake, Site Development, 1981
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Box 6
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Maple-Drake, Site Development (plus Johnson & Roy Report) (Apts, Home, Sinai, 1979-
1981

Maple-Drake, Site Development: Family Park, Architectural, Planning Services, Stage 1
and 2, 1970

Maple-Drake, Soil Test Borings, 1971

Maple-Drake, Tour of JCC, 1983

Maple-Drake, Township Discussion — JCC Apts, 1991

Maple-Drake, Vital Statistics (Size of Site & Bldg, Activity, Operation Plans), Nov. 1975
Maple-Drake, Dealings with W. Bloomfield Twp. Planning Commission, 19711, 1972,
1973, 1975

Maple-Drake, Zoning of Site — Changes, Comminications,1969-1971

Phase II, Agenda for Acton, 1996-2006

Phase II, Jewish Academy Proposal, 1998

Phase II, Floor Plans, 1991

Phase II, Renovations Consultants, 1996

Phase II, Renovations Foundations, 1997-1999

Phase II, Renovations, Hall Names, 1989

Phase II, Renovations, High School, Maple and Drake, 1997

Phase II, Renovations, Holocaust Center, Maple and Drake

Phase II Renovations, Holocaust, etc., 1996-1999

Phase II Renovation, Invoices Fred Leeb & Asso., 1997-99

Phase II Renovations, Invoices, 1988-1999

Phase II Renovations, Jewish War Veterans, 1998-2000

Phase II Naming Opportunities, 1997-98

President's Advisory Committee, 1998

Phase II Renovation Overview,1998-2003

Phase II Renovation, 1998

Phase II Renovation, 1997

Phase II Renovation, 1996

Phase II "Shaping our Future," 1997-98

Phase II Renovation, Special Needs, 1998

Marwil Film Festival, 2003

Marwil Film Festival, 2000

Matzoh Factory, 1990

Nov. 1983 - Memorandum - Kosher Nutrition - Services to the AGED, 1983
Music Dept. Symphony Concerts/Recitals, 1979-1984

Music Dept. Symphony Orchestra, Minutes/Steering Committee, 1975-1982
Music Dept. Symphony Orchestra, Minutes/Steering Committee, 1965-1974
Music Dept. Symphony Concerts/Recitals, 1972-78

Music Dept. Concerts/Recitals, 1967-71
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21 Music Dept. Concerts/Recitals, 1962-66
22 Music Dept. Symphony Concerts/Recitals, 1959-1961
23 Music Dept. Symphony Concerts, 1956-59
24 Music Dept. Symphony Concerts, 1949-1955
25 Music Dept. Concert Series, 1941-48

26 Network for Jewish Singles, 1980s

27 Centerline Catalogues, 2002

28 Centerline, 2001

29 Centerline, 2000

30 Centerline, 1997

31 Newsletters, 1993-94

32 Center News, 1987

33 Center News, 1973

34 Center News, 1972

35 Center News, 1971

36 Center News, 1970

37 Center New,1969

38 Center News, 1968

39 Center News, 1967

40 Center News, 1966

41 Center News, 1965

42 Center News, 1960-61

43 Center News, May-Dec 1959

44 Opening of Curtis/Meyers, Jan-Apr 1959
45 Center News, 1958

46 Center News, 1955

47 Center News, 1954

48 Center News, 1953

49 Center News, 1951-52

Box 7

Center News, 1944

Plans for Expansion, 1948

Security Management, 6 Nov 2001

Senior Adult Camp, 1984-1985-1991

Senior Adult Committee Meetings, 1989-1992
Senior Adult Russian Advisory Workshop, 1986
Senior Adult Summer Outdoor Program, 1983
Senior Adult Dept. Proposal, 1982-83

Senior Adult Program Statement, 1974
Shlicha Program, 1990-91

Sholem Aleichem Institute, 1967-68
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13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49

Sholem Aleichem Institute, 1954-1965
Sholem Aleichem Institute Song Sheets

Social Committees Departed Members Rosters

Strategic Planning, Mail Surveys, 1997

Strategic Planning, Publicity, 1997

Strategic Planning Commission Report - Bloom Report, Jun 1997

Strategic Planning, 1997-99

Strategic Planning, Program Analysis, circa 1996-97
Strategic Planning, Key Informants, 1996-97
Strategic Study Commission, 1996-97

Strategic Study Focus Group, 1996-97

Strategic Study, Draft Study - Long Range Plan, 1997
Strategic Study Planning, Mission Statement
Program Description by Dept., Task Force, 2000-2001

Task Force, 2001

Task Force, 2000

Task Force, 1999-2000

Task Force Budget, 1999-2000

Task Force Business Projections, 1998

Task Force, 1992-98

Warsaw Ghetto Commemoration, 1955

Young Actors Guild

Young Dancers Guild, 1968
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 2005
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 2004
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 2003
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 2001
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1999
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1998
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1996
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1994
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1991
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1990
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1989
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1987
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1986
Writers Journal, Book Fair, 1981
Writers, Journal, Book Fair, 1971
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