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The papers of Dr. Alexander J. Walt were
placed in the Wayne State University Archive
in April of 1996 by Mrs. Irene Walt.

Dr. Walt received his medical degree from
the University of Cape Town in 1948, and
completed his residency training at The
Royal College of Surgeons in London and the
Mayo Clinic in

Rochester, Minnesota. He served as chief of surgery at Detroit
Receiving Hospital and Harper Hospital from 1965 to 1988. Dr. Walt
was chairman of the Surgery Department at Wayne State University
School of Medicine from 1966 to 1988, and he served as assistant
and associate dean from 1965 to 1970.  Following a sabbatical at
Oxford University, Dr. Walt returned to Detroit to establish the
comprehensive breast center which now bears his name. He was named
distinguished professor of surgery at Wayne State University in
1990. In 1994, Dr. Walt was elected 75th president of the American
College of Surgeons. He was the second Michiganian and the first
foreign medical graduate ever to receive this honor. Dr. Walt died
in 1996.

The papers of Dr. Walt primarily reflect his work with the Wayne
State University School of Medicine.



Alexander J. Walt Collection

Dr. Alexander J. Walt Collection

Series I: Office files of Dr. Walt, 1964-1996, Boxes 1-10.
Files are arranged alphabetically by subject or type of material.

Series II: Publications of Dr. Walt, as well as contributions to
books and other publications, 1984-1996, Boxes 10-12. Files are
arranged alphabetically and chronologically.

Box 1

1. Abstracts, 1990-1995
2. Academy of Scholars, 1990-1996
3. Academy of Surgery of Detroit, correspondence, 1965-1995
4. Administration, 1968
5. Alpha Omega Alpha, 1965-1989
6. American Association for the Surgery of Trauma; Constitution

and by-laws, 1978-1984
7. American Association for the Surgery of Trauma; Committee

on Issues, 1978
8. American Association for the Surgery of Trauma; minutes,

1974-1980
9. American Association for the Surgery of

Trauma; International Symposium, 1975-1978
10. Affiliated Surgeons, P.C., financial statements, 1977-1979
11. Affiliated Surgeons, P.C., financial statements, 1974-1976
12. American Association for the Surgery of Trauma, 1968-1981
13. American Association for the Surgery of Trauma, 1982-1992
14. American Association of Colon and Rectal Surgeons, 1970-

1995
15. American Association of Endocrine Surgeons, 1980-1993
16. American Board of Colon and Rectal Surgery, 1971-1983
17. American Board of Medical Specialties, 1992-1994
18. American Board of Medical Specialties, 1993
19. American Board of Medical Specialties, 1982-1991
20. American Board of Medical Specialties, 1990-1991
21. American College of Surgeons, 1986-1991
22. Audio-Visual Department (WSU), 1974-1983
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Box 2

1. American College of Surgeons; 1992-1996
2. American College of Surgeons; Board of Governors, 1975-

1995
3. American College of Surgeons; Board of Regents, 1985-1993
4. American College of Surgeons; Ethics Committee, 1989-1995
5. American College of Surgeons; international relations, 1984-

1993
6. American College of Surgeons; manpower; articles and

correspondence, 1990-1993
7. American College of Surgeons; resident hours, 1991-1993
8. American College of Surgeons; Society for General Surgery,

1992-1995
9. American College of Surgeons; Surgical Technology &

Education, 1993-1995
10. American Surgical Association, 1972-1983
11. American Surgical Association, 1984-1995
12. American Thyroid Association, 1965-1995
13. Animal Care Facilities, 1964-1988
14. Association for Academic Surgery, 1966-1994
15. Association of Program Directors, 1995-1985
16. Associations and Organizations, 1965-1984
17. Barnard, Christiaan; protest at Eastern Michigan University,

1982
18. Bethune, Norman, (Dr.), photos & negs.
19. Bicentennial Committee, 1986
20. Cardiothoracic Surgery, 1985-1993

Box 3

1. Central Surgical Association, 1995
2. Central Surgical Association, correspondence, 1967-1992
3. Central Surgical Association, council minutes, 1969-1977
4. Charles G. Johnston Memorial Dinner, correspondence and

photos, 1971
5. Charles G. Johnston Memorial Fund, correspondence, 1973-

1980
6. Children's Hospital of Michigan, 1969-1971
7. Children's Hospital of Michigan, 1984-1985
8. Children's Hospital of Michigan, 1966-1987
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9. City of Detroit; Mayor's Committee to Study Medical Care
of the Indigent and Medically Indigent and Hospital
Emergency Service, minutes, 1969-1972

10. Clinical Programs Task Force, 1993
11. C.M.E.; programs
12. College of Surgeons of South Africa, 1988
13. Correspondence; general, 1974
14. Correspondence; memberships, 1980s
15. Correspondence; personal, 1964-1984
16. Correspondence; personal, 1968-1985
17. Council of Medical Specialty Societies,

1991 Department of:
18. Anesthesiology, correspondence, 1965-1977
19. Family Medicine, correspondence, 1965-1983
20. Internal Medicine, correspondence, 1964-1987
21. Neurology, activities report, 1970-1975
22. Neurology, correspondence, 1970-1982

Box 4

Department of:
1. Obstetrics and Gynecology, annual reports and

correspondence, 1967-1980
2. Oncology, 1966-1985
3. Otolaryngology, 1969-1972
4. Otolaryngology, 1962-1988
5. Otolaryngology, 1972-1982
6. Photography, photographs of Cape Town, 1980s
7. Radiology, Internal Review-Executive Summary, 1994
8. Surgery, correspondence, 1964-1967
9. Surgery, correspondence, 1968-1970
10. Surgery, correspondence, 1971-1973
11. Surgery, correspondence, 1974-1978
12. Surgery, correspondence, 1979-1985
13. Surgery, correspondence, 1979-1985
14. Surgery, correspondence, 1985-1988
15. Surgery, correspondence, 1987-1990
16. Surgery, correspondence, 1991-1993
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Box 5

Department of:
1. Surgery, correspondence, 1994-1996
2. Surgery; Endoscopy, 1984-1985
3. Surgery, five year review, 1986
4. Surgery, future planning, 1972
5. Surgery, hand surgery, 1977-1987
6. Surgery; Head & Neck Service, 1972-1987
7. Surgery, history, activities of, 1967-1986
8. Surgery, plastic, 1966-1974
9. Surgery, plastic, 1974-1994
10. Surgery, plastic surgery residency review, 1982
11. Surgery; Thoracic, 1986-1987
12. Surgery, transplantation, 1964-1978
13. Surgery, trauma centers, 1985-1986
14. Surgery, vascular, 1982-1986
15. Departments; Basic Science, 1991
16. Departments; Clinical, 1970-1972
17. Detroit Academy of Medicine, 1967-1995
18. Detroit Cancer Club, 1965-1976
19. Detroit General Hospital, 1967-1995
20. Detroit Medical Center, 1970-1990
21. Detroit Medical Center, Committee on Transplantation, 1968-

1990
22. Detroit Medical Center Corporation, 1974-1981
23. Detroit Medical Society, 1975-1992

Box 6

1. Detroit Surgical Association, 1968-1995
2. Detroit Surgical Society, 1965-1977
3. Doctors of Osteopathy, 1968-1970
4. Editorial Board; Annals of Surgery, 1982
5. Editorial Board; Archives of Surgery, 1985-1996
6. Editorial Board; Journal of Clinical Surgery, 1981-1982
7. Editorial Board; Journal of Trauma, 1982-1995
8. Editorial Board; Journal of Clinical Surgery, 1981-1982
9. Editorial Board; Review of Surgery, 1978-1983
10. Editorial Board; Selected Letters in Surgery,
11. Editorial Board; Society of Surgeons, 1978
12. Editorial Board; Surgical Gastroenterology, 1981-1985
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13. EMS Legislative Issues, 1987-1995
14. Faculty Practice Plan Coordinating Committee, 1978-1979
15. Faculty Practice Plan Coordinating Committee, 1978-1979
16. Faculty Practice Plan Coordinating Committee, 1979-1980
17. Frederick A. Coller Surgical Society, 1973-1994
18. Gastroenterological Society, 1965-1980
19. Graduate Medical Education, 1984-1993
20. Halsted Society, 1984-1993
21. Harper Hospital, correspondence, 1967-1995
22. Health Care Reform, 1994
23. Hutzel Hospital, 1965-1989
24. Huron Valley Hospital, 1985-1986
25. International Society of Surgery, 1968-1988
26. Invitation Memberships, cards, 1977
27. Laboratories—Mullett Street, 1963-1995
28. Library and Archives, 1969-1986
29. Mammography, 1987-1995
30. Mayo Alumni Association, 1965, 1976
31. Mayo Clinic, 1971-1986
32. Meetings attended, 1965-1970
33. Michigan Chapter—American College of Surgeons, 1972-1996

Box 7

1. Michigan Chapter—American College of Surgeons Credentials
Committee, 1965-1992

2. Michigan State Medical Society Committees, 1966-1987
3. Michigan State Medical Society Memberships, 1970-1992
4. Midwest Surgical Association, 1988-1993
5. Molecular Biology and Genetics Program Action Plan, 1984
6. Mount Carmel Hospital, 1974-1986
7. Non-affiliated hospitals, 1978
8. North Central Clinical Society, 1965-1966
9. Nu Sigma Nu, 1967-1968
10. Oakwood Hospital, 1974-1976
11. Pancreatic Club, 1974-1994
12. Physicians Technical Services, Inc., 1985-1992
13. Pontiac State Hospital, 1968-1973
14. Providence Hospital, 1975-1982
15. Public Relations, 1968-1995
16. Rehabilitation Institute of Metropolitan Detroit, 1985-1991
17. Reprints—Robert S. Marx Labs., 1961-1965
18. Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons, 1966-1989
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19. Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, 1992-1994
20. Royal College of Surgeons of England, 1994-1996
21. Sabbatical Leave Advisory Committee, 1988
22. School of Medicine; history, 1992
23. Second Consultation, 1970s
24. Section 227—Public Law 92-603, 1972-1978
25. Sinai Hospital, 1987-1989
26. Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract, 1969-1996
27. Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Tract; program

committee, 1977-1979
28. Society of American Gastrointestinal Endoscopic Surgeons,

1882-1993
29. Society of Clinical Surgery, 1995
30. Society of Critical Care Medicine, 1984-1985
31. Society of University Surgeons, 1971-1986
32. Southern Surgical Association, 1991-1996
33. Southwestern Michigan Surgical Society, 1967-1973
34. Thyroid Workshop, 1975-1985
35. Trauma Day, 1977
36. Trauma Symposium, 1965-1969
37. Trauma Symposium, 1976
38. Trauma Symposium, 1974-1975
39. Trauma Symposium, 1967-1973
40. Travel, 1960s-1971
41. Travel, 1971-1973

Box 8

1. Travel, 1974
2. Travel, 1975
3. Travel, 1976
4. Travel, 1977
5. Travel, 1978
6. Travel, 1979
7. Travel, 1980
8. Travel, 1981
9. Travel, 1982
10. Travel, 1983
11. Travel, China, 1983
12. Travel, 1984
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Box 9

1. Travel, 1985
2. Travel, 1986
3. Travel, 1987
4. Travel, 1988
5. Travel, 1989-1990
6. Travel, 1991
7. Travel, 1992
8. Travel, 1993
9. Travel, 1994
10. Travel, 1995
11. University Association for Emergency Medical Services,

1974-1980
12. University Health Center Committee, 1980s
13. University Health Center Committee, 1980s
14. University Health Center Committee, survey responses, 1980s
15. University Health Center Dean's Committee, 1982
16. Veterans Administration Hospital, correspondence, 1965-1967
17. Walt—Biographical, 1960s-1990s
18. Walt—Biographical, 1960s-1990s
19. Walt—Talks, 1960s-1990s

Box 10

1. Walt—Talks, 1960s-1990s
2. Walt—Talks, 1990s
3. Wayne County Medical Society Committees, 1967-1993
4. Wayne State Surgical Society, 1980-1993
5. Western Surgical Society, 1980s-1990s
6. Western Surgical Society, 1991
7. William Beaumont Hospital, 1988-1989
8. William Beaumont Society, 1966-1978
9. Wisconsin Surgical Club, 1982-1983
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Series II
Publications

10. Walt—Publications, 1951-1967
11. Walt—Publications, 1968-1971
12. Walt—Publications, 1971-1975
13. Walt—Publications, 1975-1977
14. Walt—Publications, 1977-1981
15. Walt—Publications, 1982-1985
16. Walt—Publications, 1985-1987

Box 11

1. Walt—Publications, 1988-1990
2. Walt—Publications, 1993-1996

Contributing Chapters and Reviews:
3. "Pancreatic Ascites and Pancreatic Pleural Effusions,"

Current Surgical Therapy , John Cameron
4. "The Acute Abdomen," Principles & Practices of Medical

Intensive Care, Geheb & Carlson,
5. "Trauma to the Colon and Rectum," Operative Colorectal

Surgery , Block & Moossa
6. "Overview of Surgery," Surgery Annual, 1992 , Nyhus,

Appleton & Lange
7. "Septicemic Shock," Emergency Abdominal Surgery,

Williamson, Robin
8. "Hepatic Trauma," Surgery of the Liver, McDermott and Al

Bothe
9. Current Therapy of Trauma - 2 , Trunkey & Lewis (review)
10. "Management of Colonic Trauma," Current Therapy in Colon

and Rectal Surgery, Levison & Walt
11. "Excision of Cysts and Cystic Neoplasms of the Pancreas,"

Mastery of Surgery, Nyhus & Baker
12. "Liver Injuries," Trauma Management, Kreis & Gomez
13. "Retrocaval Hepatic Injuries," Operative Surgery,

Butterworths
14. "The Organization of a Trauma Center," Trauma and Critical

Care Surgery, Delaney
15. "Liver Trauma," Advances in Trauma, Vol. II, Maull (ed.)
16. "Liver, Blunt & Penetrating Injury," Gastrointestinal

Emergencies, Moossa & Imrie
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17. "Graduate Medical Education at the Turn of the Century,"
West Virginia Chapter of the American College of
Surgeons

18. "Liver Injury," Common Problems in Trauma, James Hurst
19. "Trauma to the Liver," The Surgical Treatment of Digestive

Disease, Moody & Carey
20. "A General Surgeon's Word: or Daniel in the Lion's Den,"

A.Walt
21. "Training and the Role of the Surgeon in the ICU," Surgical

Clinics of North America, William Shoemaker
22. "Operative Care of Stomach and Pancreatico-Duodenal

injuries," Total Care of the Severely Injured, John
Border

23. "Trauma of the Pancreas," Basic Principles of Pancreatic
Surgery, Walt & Nelson for Toledo-Pereyra

24. "The Carotid and the Eye: Their Historical Connection," A.
Walt, (Berguer)

25. "Management of Hepatic Trauma," Clinical Surgery
International, Churchill Livingstone, Inc.

26. The Developing History of Breast Cancer, R. Blarney
27. "Complications of Gastrointestinal Trauma," Complications

in Surgery and Trauma, Lazar Greenfield
28. "Injuries to the Colon and Rectum," Gastroenterology, W.

Haubrich
29. "Appendix," Operative Surgery, Paul Nora
30. "Injuries to the Liver," Abdominal Operations, Seymour

Schwartz
31. "Erosive Gastritis," Textbook of Surgery, David Sabiston
32. "Upper GI Bleeding," Current Problems in Surgery, Mark M.

Ravitch
33. "Massive Upper Gastrointestinal Hemorrhage," Surgery of the

Stomach and Duodenum, Nyhus
34. "Injuries of the Pancreas," Textbook of Gastroenterology,

William Wolvey
35. "Implications of fragmentation in surgery on graduate

training and certification," Bulletin,
36. "Shock," General Surgery Therapy Update Service, Oliver

Beahrs
37. "Tutorials in Graduate Medicine: The Pancreas,"
38. "Liver Trauma," Wright's Liver and Biliary Disease, Karran
39. Management of Trauma: Pitfalls and Practice, Walt & Wilson
40. Management of Trauma: Pitfalls and Practice, revised.

10



Alexander J. Walt Collection

Box 12

       1. Harper-Webber Medical Center Project, grant application, 1967
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