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Albertus Darnell was born on a farm near Aurora in northern Illinois on
October 21, 1868.  He entered the University of Michigan in 1894 and
graduated with Phi Beta Kappa honors in 1898. Darnell began his career as
a teacher of mathematics and physics at Bay City High School, 1898-1900.

In 1900 Darnell came to Detroit to teach mathematics at Central High
School and in 1902 became head of the mathematics department. When
the Detroit Junior College was organized in 1917, Darnell was named
to head the mathematics department.  He continued in this capacity
for the College of the City of Detroit until 1924.

Darnell became Assistant Dean of the College of the City of Detroit when
it was established in 1923. As a result of Dean David D. Mackenzie's
death on July 16, 1926, Darnell became Acting Dean. He continued in
this position until Wilford L. Coffey was appointed Dean in 1928.
Darnell then resumed his work as Assistant Dean until 1933. He became
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts of Wayne University in 1933 and
maintained this position until his retirement in 1939. Darnell remained
in Detroit until his death on June 19, 1955.

In addition to his work with the College of the City of Detroit,
later Wayne University, Darnell was a member of numerous state and
national professional organizations. He was at one time president
of the Michigan Schoolmaster's Club and a life member of the Central
Kiwanis Club.

The Detroit Junior College was authorized by the legislature in 1917.
Replacing that school was the College of the City of Detroit, established in
1923. The College of the City of Detroit (CCD) occupied a structure which
previously was the site of Central High School and subsequently renamed Old
Main.  Detroit Teachers College (DTC) moved into Old Main and merged with
the College of the City of Detroit in 1930.  Known as
the Colleges of the City of Detroit it was later organized into a
university in 1933.  The new university was named Wayne University in
1934.
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The papers of Albertus Darnell reflect his work with the College of the
City of Detroit and Wayne University. They also reflect the growth of
an institution from its inception to a municipal university.

Important subjects covered in the collection are:

Budgets
College Reorganization
Community Colleges
Educational Associations
Enrollment Statistics
Faculty Meeting Notes
Housing Plans for Wayne University
Library Report for July 1, 1936 - June 30, 1938
Medical Technology Program
Public Health Nursing
School of Public Affairs and Social Work
Wayne University - Origin of Name

Among the Correspondents are:  (an index to the location of these
letters will be found on the last
page of the guide)

John W. Baldwin Edwin L. Miller
Frank Cody Lawrence H. Seltzer
Wilford L. Coffey Charles L. Spain
Katharine E. Faville John F. Thomas
Charles E. Gadd Lent D. Upson
David D. Henry Edna Noble White
Louise Knapp George F. Zook
David Mackenzie

Contents

7 manuscript boxes

Series I, Boxes 1-3
Correspondence, reports, records and other materials relating to the
office of assistant dean and dean for the period 1923-1933.

Series II, Boxes 4-7
Correspondence, reports, records and other materials relating to
the office of dean for the College of Liberal Arts, 1933-1939.
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Series I
Boxes 1-3

Correspondence, reports and other material which deal with the office of
assistant dean and dean. Much of the material concerns a period when the
college was trying to achieve a reputable position in the field of
education.  There was much interest in the college during the early
development, as can be seen by the numerous questionnaires and employment
applications.  Obtaining membership in many educational associations was an
important step towards achieving recognition on a national level. The files
are arranged alphabetically by subject and cover the period 1923-1933.
Correspondence relating to members of high schools, colleges and
universities is filed with the institution.

Box 1
1. Adcraft Club of Detroit, 1925
2. American Association of Junior Colleges, 1925
3. American Council on Education, 1927
4. American Institute of Banking, 1923-1927
5. Annual Reports - College of the City of Detroit, 1926-1932
6. Association of American Colleges, 1927-1929
7. "B"
8. Barston School, 1927
9. "C"
10. Cass Technical High School, 1924-1929
11. Chicago, University of, 1924-1927
12. Cody, Frank - Superintendent of Detroit Public Schools, 1924-1926
13. , 1927-1928
14. Coffey, Wilford L. - Dean, College of the City of Detroit, 1927-1932
15. Collegian Articles, 1926-1933
16. "D"
17. Darnell, Albertus - Appreciation of his Administration, 1927
18. Dartmouth College, 1927
19. Davidow Prize, 1926
20. Detroit College of Medicine and Surgery, 1925-1929
21. Detroit Teachers College, 1925-1930
22. Donnelly Award, 1929-1933
23. "E"
24. Emmanuel Missionary College, 1932
25. Engineering School, 1927
26. Evening School, 1924-1925
27. "F"
28. Faculty Meeting Notes, 1927-1929
29. Ferris Institute, 1926
30. "G"
31. Gadd, Charles E. - Business Manager, Detroit Public Schools, 1924-1928
32. Griffin Article, 1928
33. "H"
34. Harvard University, 1927-1931
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Series I
Box 2

1. "J"
2. Job Applications, 1923-1925
3. , 1926
4. , 1927, A-G
5. , 1927, H-Z
6. , 1928-1930
7. "K"
8. "L"
9. "M"
10. Mackenzie, David - Dean, College of the City of Detroit, 1923-1925
11. Merrill - Palmer School, 1926
12. Michigan High Schools -Miscellaneous, 1925-1927
13. Michigan, University of, 1922-1925
14. , 1926-1929
15. Miller, Edwin L.-Assistant Superintendent of Detroit Public Schools,

1923-1926
16. January - June 1927
17. July 1927 - February 1928
18. Minnesota, University of, 1927
19. "N"
20. New York Regents Board - College of the City of Detroit Registration,

1926-1927
21. New York, University of the State of, 1926
22. North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools,

1925-1928
23. Northern High School, 1927-1932
24. Northwestern High School, 1931
25. "P"
26. Pennsylvania, University of, 1927
27. Public Health Nursing - Attempts to Establish Program at the

College of the City of Detroit, 1923-1927
28. Public Instruction, Department of - State of Michigan, 1923-1927

Box 3
1. Questionnaires - The American Annual, 1926-1932
2. - World Almanac, 1928-1931
3. - Miscellaneous, 1925-1926
4. - , 1927
5. - , 1928
6. - , 1929
7. - , 1930
8. "R"
9. "S"
10. Scholarship Honor Society, 1925-1930
11. Schoolmasters Club, 1927
12. , 1928
13. Southwestern High School, 1928
14. Summer School, 1922-1926
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Series I
Box 3 (continued)

15. "T"
16. Thomas, John F. - Assistant Superintendent of Detroit Public

Schools, 1923-1925
17. , 1926
18. , 1927-1928
19. Transfer of Students - Committee Report
20. Tuition - Rates and Fees Revisions, 1925
21. U.S. Bureau of Education - Survey Reports, 1927-1932
22. "W"
23. Western Reserve University, 1927
24. Zook, George F. - President, University of Akron, 1927
25. - Report on College of the City of Detroit

and Detroit Teachers College, January, 1927
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Series II
Boxes 4-7

Correspondence, reports and other material concerning the office of
dean of the College of Liberal Arts. Most of the materials are con-
cerned with expansion and development of new areas in a growing muni-
cipal university. Budget material, enrollment statistics, and the
development of a community college system reflect aspects of expansion
of the university. The files are arranged alphabetically by subject
and cover the period 1933-1939. Correspondence relating to members of
high schools, colleges and universities is filed with the institution.
Materials concerning appointments, promotions, and transfers were sent
to the office of the Executive Vice-President, Charles L. Spain, but
are found under "Appointments, Promotions, Transfers."

Box 4
1. "A"
2. Accident Reports, 1933-1936
3. Albion College, 1936, 1939
4. Allen, Raymond B., M.D. - Dean, College of Medicine, Wayne University,

1939
5. American Council on Education, 1935
6. Appointments, Promotions, Transfers, 1933
7. , 1934
8. , 1935
9. , January - June, 1936
10. ,July, 1936
11. ,August - December, 1936
12. ,January - March, 1937
13. ,April - May, 1937
14. ,June 1 - June 18, 1937
15. ,June 19 - June 30, 1937
16. ,July - December, 1937
17. ,1938
18. Association of American Universities, 1934-1935
19. Association of Urban Universities, 1935-1936
20. "B"
21. Baldwin, John W. - Registrar, Wayne University, 1936-1938
22. Band, 1937-1938
23. Basilius, Harold A. - Chairman, German Department, Wayne University,

1936-1937
24. Black Students, 1934-1938
25. Budget, 1934-1935
26. , 1935-1936
27. , Student Activities Requests, 1939-1940
28. , Student Activities, Summary Reports of Expenditures and

Encumbrances, July 1, 1936-February 28, 1938
29. , Itemized Report of Expenditures and

Encumbrances Thru August 31, 1937
30. , Itemized Report of Expenditures and

Encumbrances Thru October 31, 1937
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Series II
Box 4 (continued)

31. Budget, Student Activities, Itemized Report of Expenditures and
Encumbrances Thru November 30, 1937

32. , Itemized Report of Expenditures and
Encumbrances Thru December 31, 1937

33. , Itemized Report of Expenditures and
Encumbrances Thru January 31, 1938

34. , Itemized Report of Expenditures and
Encumbrances Thru February 28, 1938

35. , Itemized Report of Expenditures and
Encumbrances Thru March 31, 1938

Box 5
1. "C"
2. Chicago, University of, 1933-1939
3. Clinical Laboratory Technician Program, 1937
4. Committee Reports - Miscellaneous, 1933-1935
5. Community Colleges, 1935-1939  (see also Freshman Colleges)
6. Cranbrook Institute of Science, 1936
7. "D"
8. Darnell, Albertus - Personal, 1936-1939
9. Detroit High Schools - Miscellaneous, 1935-1938
10. Detroit Institute of Arts, 1934-1936
11. Detroit, University of, 1938
12. Donnelly Award, 1933-1937
13. "E"
14. Education Committee, 1934-1935
15. Enrollment Statistics, 1933-1934
16. , 1935
17. , 1936-1937
18. , 1938
19. Erichsen, Hugo, M.D., 1934-1938
20. "F"
21. Faculty Council, 1933-1937
22. Faculty Council Committee on Academic Ranks and Promotions, 1933
23. Faculty Meeting Notes, 1933-1934
24. , 1935-1936
25. , 1937-1938
26. Faville, Katharine E. - Director, Department of Nursing, 1933-1934
27. Henry Ford Hospital - Graduate Work Agreement, 1934-1935
28. Foremanship Conference Service, 1937
29. , 1938-1939
30. Freshman Colleges, 1934-1937  (see also Community Colleges)
31. , Course Outlines
32. "G"
33. General Studies, School of, 1938
34. Grand Rapids College of Applied Science, 1936-1938
35. Grand Rapids Junior College, 1935
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Series II
Box 6

1. "H"
2. Harvard University, 1935-1939
3. Henry, David D. - Assistant to Executive Vice-President, 1935-1936
4. , 1937
5. , 1938
6. , 1939
7. Housing Plans - Reports, 1938
8. "I"
9. "J"
10. "K"
11. Knapp, Louise - Director, Department of Nursing, 1934-1936
12. "L"
13. Layton, Warren K. - Director, Student Personnel Division, 1935-1938
14. Liberal Arts, College of - Constitution
15. - Report for Three Year Period, 1939
16. "M", 1934-1936
17. , 1937-1938
18. Medical Technology Program, 1937-1938
19. Michigan Association of Junior Colleges
20. Michigan Association of North Central Colleges, 1936-1937
21. , 1938-1939
22. Michigan Council on Education, 1937
23. Michigan State College, 1937
24. Michigan, University of, 1933-1936
25. , 1937-1939
26. Minnesota, University of, 1934-1938
27. "N"
28. Neef, Arthur F. - Dean, Law School, Wayne University, 1936-1939
29. New York University, 1937
30. New York, University of the State of, 1939
31. North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, 1934-1936
32. "0"
33. Ohio State University
34. Order of the Gaels Resolution, 1935
35. "P"
36. Pennsylvania State College, 1937-1939
37. Pennsylvania, University of, 1933-1939
38. Pittsburgh, University of, 1938
39. Progressive Education Association, 1934
40. Purdy, G.Flint - Report of the Librarian, 1938
41. Questionnaire - The American Annual, 1933-1934
42. Questionnaires - Miscellaneous, 1933-1938

Box 7
1. "R"
2. Radio Speech, October 6, 1935
3. Religion, 1937
4. Requisition Forms, 1938-1939
5. Research and Finance, Division of University, 1935-1936
6. , 1937-1938
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Series II
Box 7 (Continued)

7. Rhodes Scholarship Information, 1938-1939
8. Rich, L. H. - Secretary, Detroit High School and College

Scholarship Association, 1933-1934
9. Richards, John R. - Admissions Officer, Wayne University,

1938-1939
10. Robinson vs Great Lakes College, 1939
11. "S", 1934-1937
12. , 1938-1939
13. Seltzer, Lawrence H. - Assistant Director, Research and Statistics,

Treasury Department, 1933-1938
14. Spain, Charles L. - Executive Vice-President, 1933
15. ,1934
16. ,1935
17. ,1936
18. ,1937
19. ,1938
20. Stapleton, William J. Jr., M.D. - Associate Dean, 1936
21. "T"
22. University Council, 1933-1938
23. Upson, Lent D. - Director, School of Public Affairs and Social

Work, 1934-1937
24. U.S. Office of Education - Wayne University Fiscal Report, 1933-1934
25. "V"
26. "W", 1934-1937
27. , 1938-1939
28. Wayne University Foundation - First Draft Proposal, September 1937
29. Wayne University Library and Detroit Public Library, 1934
30. Wayne University - Origin of Name, 1933
31. Western Reserve University, 1939
32. Wisconsin, University of, 1937-1938
33. Woman's Hospital, 1937-1938
34. "Y"
35. Yale University, 1933-1936
36. "Z"
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Index to Correspondence

Baldwin, John W., 4:21
Cody, Frank, 1:12-13

Coffey, Wilford L.,  1:14
Faville, Katharine E.,  5:26
Gadd, Charles E.,  1:29
Henry, David D.,  6:4-7
Knapp, Louise,  6:11
Mackenzie, David,  2:10
Miller, Edwin L.,  2:14-16
Seltzer, Lawrence H.,  7:14
Spain, Charles L., 7:15-20
Thomas, John F.,  3:17-19
Upson, Lent D.,  7:24

White, Edna Noble,  2:27
Zook, George F., 3:24-25


