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Summary Information

Repository: Walter P. Reuther Library

Creator: Wayne State University

Creator: Wayne State University. Folklore Archives

Title: Folklore Archive: Studies and Research Projects Records

ID: WSR001731

Date [inclusive]: 1968-1995

Physical Description: 2 Linear Feet (2 SB) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Language of the
Material:

Material entirely in English.

Abstract: The Folklore Archive, established in 1939, contains the oldest
and largest record of urban folk traditions in the United States. To
document these traditions, Wayne State University students conducted
field research projects covering a broad range of topics. The archive
is strong in modern industrial and occupational folklore, reflecting
the rich ethnic diversity and work-oriented heritage of Detroit and
southeastern Michigan. The Folklore Archive: Studies and Research
Projects Records contain transcripts and research studies related to
Greek-American family life, Southern upland migrant folk culture,
traditional medical beliefs and American folk music.

Citation Style

"Folklore Archive: Studies and Research Projects Records, Box [#], Folder [#], Walter P. Reuther
Library, Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Wayne State University"

^ Return to Table of Contents

History

The Folklore Archive, established in 1939 by WSU English professors Emlyn Gardner and Thelma
James and contains the oldest and largest record of urban folk traditions in the United States. To
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document these traditions, Wayne State University students conducted field research projects covering a
broad range of topics. The archive is strong in modern industrial and occupational folklore, reflecting the
rich ethnic diversity and work-oriented heritage of Detroit and southeastern Michigan.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content

The Folklore Archive: Studies and Research Projects Records contains scholarly papers documenting 
Greek-American family life, the migration of Southern Appalachian whites to the metropolitan Detroit 
area, traditional medical beliefs and American folk music.

Transcripts complemented by audio recordings are so indicated in the inventory. Greek-American 
Family project oral histories, 1983-84, listed by family name all have recordings available in the Folklore 
Archive: Greek-American Family Life Oral Histories, unless otherwise noted.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Arranged alphabetically by project title.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Walter P. Reuther Library

5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
URL: https://reuther.wayne.edu

Revision Description
Description edited to reflect new arrangement. 2019-07-08

https://reuther.wayne.edu
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Acquisition
Selected materials from the Wayne State University Folklore Archive were transferred to the
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs in July of 1999 by the Archive's director, Professor Janet
Langlois.

Processing History
Processed and finding aid written by Walter P. Reuther Library in March 2000. Revised in 2019 by
Deborah Rice.

Access
Collection is open for research.

Use
Refer to the Walter P. Reuther Library "Rules for Use of Archival Materials." Refer to the Walter
P. Reuther Library  "Rules for Use of Archival Materials." Restrictions: Researchers may encounter
records of a sensitive nature – personnel files, case records and those involving investigations, legal
and other private matters. Privacy laws and restrictions imposed by the Library prohibit the use
of names and other personal information which might identify an individual, except with written
permission from the Director and/or the donor.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
Folklore Archive Collections: Bruce L. Harkness Poletown Photographs, Student Field Projects
Oral Histories, Student Field Projects Records, Student Field Projects Photographs Greek-American
Family Life Oral Histories, Southern Upland Folklife in the Midwest Oral Histories

Transfers
A number of reel-to-reel and cassette audiotapes of oral interviews have been transferred to the
Archives Audiovisual Department (see related materials note). A microfilm copy of a Master's thesis
by Margaret T. Buchanan entitled "Migration of Workers from Tennessee to Michigan" has been
placed in the Archives Library.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Working class--Songs and music
• Transcripts
• Urban legends
• Families -- United States
• Greek Americans
• Greek language -- Dialects
• Manners and customs
• Religious life
• Appalachians (People)
• Rural-urban migration -- United States
• Traditional medicine
• Detroit (Mich.)
• Immigrants -- United States
• African Americans -- Medical care
• Ethnic groups -- United States
• Folk songs
• Seeger, Pete, 1919-2014
• Silber, Irwin, 1925-2010

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Great Lakes Arts Alliance Regional Folklife Project on Southern
Upland Folklife in the Midwest (GLAA RFP); corres., 1980-82

Box 1 Folder 1

GLAA RFP; Donor Cultures and the Behaviors of Southern Whites
in Cities: Overview and Critique of Research Literature, 1973

Box 1 Folder 2

GLAA RFP; Field Research Summary, 1982 Box 1 Folder 3

GLAA RFP; Southern Whites in Detroit, final report by Patricia
Radecki, 1981

Box 1 Folder 4

GLAA RFP; Southern Whites in Detroit, interview tapes index,
1981

Box 1 Folder 5

Greek-American Family project; corres., publicity, reports, 1983-84 Box 1 Folder 6

Greek-American Family project; exhibit corres., background
material, 1983-84

Box 1 Folder 7
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Greek-American Family project; Michigan Council for the
Humanities grant, 1983

Box 1 Folder 8

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Anton, Gus Box 1 Folder 9

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Asim, Despina Box 1 Folder 10

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Athans, Aristea and
John

Box 1 Folder 11

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Bachakes, Pat Box 1 Folder 12

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Bassaras, Sam Box 1 Folder 13

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Becharas, Mr. and
Mrs.

Box 1 Folder 14

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Blond (Xantheas),
George

Box 1 Folder 15

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Cartsonis, Krystalia Box 1 Folder 16

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Christides, Despina Box 1 Folder 17

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Demos, Anna Box 1 Folder 18

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Dionysopoulos,
Vasilios

Box 1 Folder 19

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Dritsas, Vasilios Box 1 Folder 20

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Filippou, Stavroula Box 1 Folder 21

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Garyet, Stella Box 1 Folder 22

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Gelassakis, Jim Box 1 Folder 23

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Georgakas, Dan Box 1 Folder 24

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-George, Alex and
Mary

Box 1 Folder 25

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Haggis, Alexander Box 1 Folder 26

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Haggis, Donald Box 1 Folder 27

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kaliarekos, Kali Box 1 Folder 28

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kappas, Dennis Box 1 Folder 29

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Karademos,
Theodore

Box 1 Folder 30

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Karakostas, Kostas Box 1 Folder 31

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Karay, Judge E. N. Box 1 Folder 32

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Karniotis, Steve Paul Box 1 Folder 33

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Karra, Maria Box 1 Folder 34

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Katsis, Nick Box 1 Folder 35
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Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kirkos, Angelo Box 1 Folder 36

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Koklanaris,
Alexandra and Nick

Box 1 Folder 37

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kondos, Katherine Box 1 Folder 38

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kondos, Nicholas Box 1 Folder 39

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Konstandopoulos,
Chrysanthi

Box 1 Folder 40

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kouskoulas, Anna Box 1 Folder 41

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kouskoulas, Jimmy Box 1 Folder 42

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kouskoulas, John Box 1 Folder 43

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kouskoulas, Niko Box 1 Folder 44

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Kouskoulas,
Nikolitsa

Box 1 Folder 45

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Lamberis, Christine Box 1 Folder 46

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Lecoudis, Andrianna
and Constantinos

Box 1 Folder 47

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Liakakos (Lukos),
Basil

Box 1 Folder 48

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Loridas, John Box 1 Folder 49

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Loridas, Nick Box 1 Folder 50

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Makris, George Box 1 Folder 51

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Mandas, Peter Box 1 Folder 52

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Margaritis, Maria Box 1 Folder 53

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Markus, Alex Box 1 Folder 54

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Markus, George Box 1 Folder 55

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Matrousias, Pete Box 1 Folder 56

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Mighion, Areti
Arlene

Box 1 Folder 57

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Mihalis, Alexandria Box 1 Folder 58

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Mihalis, Effie Box 1 Folder 59

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Mollasis, Gus (no
tape)

Box 1 Folder 60

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Mourselas, John Box 1 Folder 61

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Mourselas, Katherine Box 1 Folder 62

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Pantelides, Despina Box 1 Folder 63
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Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Papadogianis, P. and
Hailer family

Box 1 Folder 64

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Pappas, Athanasios Box 1 Folder 65

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Pappas, Dino and
Anastasia

Box 1 Folder 66

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Pulos, Harry Box 1 Folder 67

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Simopoulos, Isaac Box 1 Folder 68

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Sotir, Helen Box 1 Folder 69

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Tangalos, Spiros Box 1 Folder 70

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Teknos, Nicholas Box 1 Folder 71

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Teknos, Theodoros Box 1 Folder 72

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Tjavaras, Dimitrios Box 1 Folder 73

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Tjilos, John Box 1 Folder 74

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Tjilos, Pete Box 1 Folder 75

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Vlahantonis, Peter
(no tape)

Box 1 Folder 76

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Voudoukis, Ignatios Box 1 Folder 77

Greek-American Family project; oral histories-Zervos, Stella Box 1 Folder 78

Greek-American Family project; Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek
Orthodox Church 50th anniversary album, 1980

Box 1 Folder 79

Greek-American Family project, Grand Rapids, 1982 Box 1 Folder 80

Lore and history of Detroit; A Preliminary Investigation of Urban
Local Place Legends, 1968

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #29-40 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 1 Folder 81

Lore and history of Detroit; A Preliminary Investigation of Urban
Local Place Legends, 1969

Box 1 Folder 82

Lore and history of Detroit; A Preliminary Investigation of Urban
Local Place Legends,1968

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #29-40 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 1

Lore and history of Detroit; A Preliminary Investigation of Urban
Local Place Legends,1968

Box 2 Folder 2
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Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #29-40 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Lore and history of Detroit; A Preliminary Investigation of Urban
Local Place Legends,1968

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #29-40 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 3

Lore and history of Detroit; A Preliminary Investigation of Urban
Local Place Legends,1968

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #29-40 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 4

Lore and history of Detroit; A Preliminary Investigation of Urban
Local Place Legends,1968

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #29-40 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 5

Negro medicine, 1971

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #17, 132-136 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 6

Negro medicine, 1971

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #17, 132-136 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 7

Occupational/Organizational Folklore student projects, 1994 Box 2 Folder 8

Occupational/Organizational Folklore student projects, 1995 Box 2 Folder 9

Occupational/Organizational Folklore student projects, 1996 Box 2 Folder 10

Polish American Folk Theatre, 1973 Box 2 Folder 11

Seeger, Pete, interview with Dick Reuss, Apr 1968 Box 2 Folder 12
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Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #42-43 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Seeger, Pete, interview with Dick Reuss, Apr 1969

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #42-43 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 13

Seeger, Pete, interview with Dick Reuss, Apr 1970

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #44-50 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 14

Seeger, Pete, interview with Dick Reuss, Apr 1971

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #44-50 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 15

Seeger, Pete, interview with Dick Reuss, Apr 1972

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #44-50 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 16

Southern medical beliefs; Ellen Stekert interview with Dorothy
Gray, 1969

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #94-100 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 17

Southern medical beliefs; Ellen Stekert interview with Sarah Ogan
Gunning, 1969

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #94-100 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 18

Southern medical beliefs; Ellen Stekert interview with Joyce
Rigney, 1969

Box 2 Folder 19
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Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #94-100 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Southern Upland Folklife in Greater Detroit student projects;
ethnographic interviews, 1995 [tapes of interviews with Millie
Marshall, Frona Lucas, Richard Gentry and Irene King]

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #64-67 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 20

Southern Upland Folklife in Greater Detroit student projects;
evaluation of WSU Folklore Archive collections, 1995

Box 2 Folder 21

Southern Upland Folklife in Greater Detroit student projects;
published works survey-craft culture, 1995

Box 2 Folder 22

Southern Upland Folklife in Greater Detroit student projects;
published works survey-foodways, 1995

Box 2 Folder 23

Southern Upland Folklife in Greater Detroit student projects;
published works survey-literature of Southern whites, 1995

Box 2 Folder 24

Southern Upland Folklife in Greater Detroit student projects;
published works survey-medicine, 1995

Box 2 Folder 25

Southern Upland Folklife in Greater Detroit student projects;
published works survey-musical forms, 1995

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recording 2:15 (C-468) in the Southern Upland
Folklife in the Midwest Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 26

Southern Upland Folklife in Greater Detroit student projects;
published works survey-settlement and migration patterns, 1995

Box 2 Folder 27

Southern Upland Folklife in Greater Detroit student projects;
research papers and creative writing, 1995

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recording 2:16 (C-471) in the Southern Upland
Folklife in the Midwest Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 28

Urban Experience and Folk Tradition Symposium (WSU), May
1968 [tape # 442-445]

Scope and Contents

Corresponds to recordings #94-100 in the Student Field
Projects Oral Histories.

Box 2 Folder 29

Urban Experience and Folk Tradition Symposium; papers-Country-
Western Music and the Urban Hillbilly

Box 2 Folder 30
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Urban Experience and Folk Tradition Symposium; papers-Focus for
Conflict: Southern Mountain Medical Beliefs in Detroit

Box 2 Folder 31

Urban Experience and Folk Tradition Symposium; papers-Is There a
Folk in the City?

Box 2 Folder 32

Urban Experience and Folk Tradition Symposium; papers-The
Negro Stereotype, Negro Folklore and the Riots

Box 2 Folder 33

Urban Experience and Folk Tradition Symposium; papers-The
Process of Cultural Stripping and Reintegration: The Rural Migrant
in the City

Box 2 Folder 34

Zak, Mayor Albert J., of Hamtramck; A Legend in His Own Time,
1979

Box 2 Folder 35
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