














National Association of
Letter Carriers

The Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs is
pleased to announce that the National Association
of Letter Carriers (NALC) has agreed to designate the Walter
P. Reuther Library as the official repository for its historical
records. The archives will begin processing the collection in
April 2000 and anticipates opening the collection within one
year. This collection will be the first federal employee union
collection housed at the Reuther Library.

The NALC was founded on August 30, 1889 in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin by 100 letter carriers representing 13
states. At that time, Congress oversaw the operation of what
was then the Post Office Department, an arm of the executive
branch of the federal government. An early dispute with the
post office revolved around the interpretation of the eight-hour
workday law. Postal officials said it constituted a 56-hour
workweek. The NALC fought this interpretation to the U.S.
Supreme Court winning the case and $3.5 million in overtime
claims. The NALC continues to lobby before Congress in all
matters of employment conditions and wages and continues to
seek better wages and benefits for its 315,000 active and
retired letter carriers.

Patrice Merritt

The Albert Shanker Fellowship for
Research in Education

The Reuther Library is pleased to announce that the
American Federation of Teachers (AFT) has established two

ry of Albert Shanker, president of the AFT

from 1974-1997. Shanker was a fiery
union leader, a defender of public schools,

United States.

graduate students and/or junior and senior

Albert Shanker, 1986. i
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Wall.

union. The fellowship is also available to those who are inter-
ested in resources at the Reuther Library that pertain to educa-
tional issues during the 20th century.

Applications will be accepted beginning March 1, 2000 and

must be postmarked no later than May 30, 2000. Applications

are available on the archives Web site at ww.reuther.wayne.edu.

For further information, please contact Daniel Golodner, AFT
Archivist at (313) 577-4024 or daniel_golodner@wayne.edu.

awards in the amount of $500 in the memo-

a fighter for worldwide democracy and the
elder statesman of educational reform in the

The fellowship 1s intended for advanced

Library’s collections pertaining to the AFT,
affiliates of the AFT or those individuals who were active in the

Irving Bluestone Retires

Irving Bluestone, Wayne State University labor studies pro-
fessor since 1980, former United Automobile Workers (UAW)
Vice President, labor author and popular speaker, announced his
retirement from Wayne State in May 1999. By his own admis-
sion, Bluestone’s decision to retire and move away from Detroit
was very difficult but he added “You can bet your bottom dollar
we are going to keep in contact because memories never die.”
Bluestone and his wife, Zelda, have relocated to Massachusetts.

A farewell reception attended by many guests was held this
pasl spring in Bluestone’s honor at the Reuther Library. Wayne

wms o State University President Irvin D.
Reid and Stephen Yokich, President of
the UAW, were in attendance.

Wayne State labor studies professor
Douglas Fraser, former president of the
UAW and Bluestone’s colleague at
both the UAW and WSU said that
o Bluestone’s departure “is going to be a
Douglas Fraser (L) and Irv terrible void for me personally and for

Bluestone at retirement recep- the university."
tion, May 1999, Photograph by

Rick Bielaczye.

Associate/Interim Director Patrice Merritt (R) and American Federation of
Teachers Archivist Daniel Golodner (L) prepare jor their presentation in Geneva.

Geneva 1999

Geneva, Switzerland was the location for the annual
meeting of the Committee of Industrial Relations
Librarians (CIRL), May 11-14, 1999. Held at the head-
quarters of the International Labour Organization,
Associate/Interim Director Patrice Merritt, and archivists
Carrolyn Davis, Kathleen Schmeling and Daniel Golodner
presented a session on the development of and outreach
potential for archival exhibits. The session focused on “La
Causa: A History of the United Farm Workers Union,” an
exhibit created by the Reuther Library and displayed in its
gallery, September 1998-June 1999. The session was con-
ceived and moderated by Carrolyn Davis.




1999 Ruth and Nat
Weinberg Award

Frank Musick, United
Automobile Workers (UAW)
director of special projects, is
the recipient of the 1999 Ruth
and Nat Weinberg Award.
Musick was first appointed to
this postion in —
December 1986 by
then President
Owen Bieber, and
reposted to that
position in June
1995 under current
President Stephen
P. Yokich. He
began his career
with the UAW in
1969 as an econo-
mist and financial
analyst with the UAW
Research Department, serving
as the assistant director begin-
ning in 1984,

Musick has been involved
in each round of negotiations
at the Big Three auto compa-
nies for nearly two decades,
and has also participated in
numerous sets of negotiations
at other major UAW employ-
ers in the agricultural/con-
struction equipment and aero-
space industries, focusing pri-
marily on issues of job securi-
ty, profit sharing and the eco-
nomic value of the agree-
ments. As a member of the
UAW Research Department,
he prepared numerous industry
and company-specific finan-
cial analyses for internal UAW

Frank Musick, 1999.

use, many of which were
developed from direct exami-
nation of the private financial
records of small to medium
sized auto parts suppliers.

Prior to joining the UAW,
Musick worked in the
research department of the
International Union of
Electrical Workers (IUE) for
two years. He
received a mas-
ter’s degree from
Cornell
University’s
School of
Industrial and
Labor Relations
in 1967. He had
previously
received a bache-
lor’s degree in
labor economics
from the University of Akron
in 1965.

The Nat Weinberg Award
is given each year to a person
who has made a significant
contribution to the American
labor movement. Established
in 1987 by Ruth Weinberg,
this award was originally cre-
ated to honor Nat Weinberg,
who was director of the UAW
Research Department until
1957, and then Special
Projects and Economic
Analysis until his retirement
in 1974. After Ruth
Weinberg’s death, her family
added her name to the award.

Patrice Merritt

TALKING SHOPS:
DETROIT’S
SOULFUL SIGNAGE

Photographs by David
Clements

Seventy color photographs by
David Clements showing commercial
signage are featured in the Reuther
Library’s current exhibit Talking
Shops: Detroit’s Soulful Signage. Clements’ street photography
reveals that signs, murals or entire buildings send messages that
seem to talk to the passerby. He captures suburban as well as
urban street art, and compares and contrasts high art forms with
their folk equivalents. The exhibit is organized by types of sig-
nage and types of shops, including traditional architectural sig-
nage, storefront religious signage, car and beauty shops, neon
and electric signage and theater marquees. Attention is given to
artistic details as well as com-
positions that encompass
entire buildings. In Ethels
Cockiail Lounge the viewer
glimpses African-American
musicians in action, decorating
the plaster and brick of one of
Detroit’s major venues for
1998, rhythm and blues performers
during the 1950s through 1980s. While in Bray s Hamburgers,
the sculpture of a braying donkey holding a hamburger beckons
the hungry in the suburb of Hazel Park. The design of the
entire restaurant calls to the customers. Clements has amassed
an archive of more than 3,000
images during this decade. He
believes that although street art is
often overlooked and short-lived,
it is an important indicator of our
way of life worth preserving.
The exhibit continues through
June 2000.

Photographer David Clements,
1997,

Ethel s Cocktail Lounge, Detroit,
Michigan, 1992.

Douglas M. Haller, Exhibit Curator

“Forjando Una Comunidad,”
a documentary on the history
of Mexicans in Detroit will
debut on WTVS-Detroit PBS
on March 26th at 1:30 p.m
and can be seen at different

times throughout the year.

The initial phase of the
Detroit Latino Humanities
Project (DLHP) was completed
with the closing of the “La
Causa” exhibit and the produc-
tion of a video documentary
“Forjando Una Comunidad: A
History of Mexicans in Detroit.”
The “La Causa” exhibit will now
travel to the George Meany
Center in June 2000 and to the

The Detroit Latino Humanities Project

National Labor Museum in
November 2000. The video
documentary aired on WTVS-
Detroit PBS on March 26 at
1:30 p.m. and is also available
from the Michigan Humanities
Council, which partially funded
the project. For details, contact
Mike Smith at (313) 577-0415.




2000

JANUARY
Jerome P. Cavanagh Exhibit
Reuther Library Atrium
Gallery, until July 2000.

Talking Shops: Detroit’s
Soulful Signage
Photographs

by David Clements
Reuther Library Woodcock
Gallery, until July 2000.

MARCH

26 Forjando Una Comunidad:
A History of Mexicans in
Detroit.
A co-production of the
Reuther Library and Wayne
State University Television
will air on WTVS-Detroit PBS
at 1:30 p.m.

Calendar

APRIL
7-8 “Michigan in Perspective”
42nd Annual Conference on
Local History
McGregor Conference Center.

28  Detroit 300 Workshop:
“Preserving Your Institutional
History”

Reuther Library Conference
Room.

JUNE
16  Detroit 300 Workshop:
“Preserving Your Institutional
History”
Reuther Library Conference
Room.

The Reuther Library Newsletter is published each year to inform those interested in the library s

collections, exhibits, and special projects. It is written by members of the library staff. This issue

was edited by Mike Smith, Bill Gulley and Mary Wallace and designed by Mary Wallace.

SEPTEMBER

21 Focus: HOPE Exhibit Opens
Reuther Library Atrium
Gallery, until June 2001.

OCTOBER

19 Ruth and Nat Weinberg
Award, 5-6:30 p.m. Reuther
Library Conference Room.

19-21 North American Labor
History Conference
McGregor Conference Center.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Reading Room hours:
Monday-Tuesday — 11a.m.-6:45 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday — 9 a.m.-4:45 p.m.

Business hours:
Monday-Friday — 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Phone: (313) 577-4024
Fax: (313) 577-4300

Web: www.reuther.wayne.edu

Walter P. Reuther Library
5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, M1 48202
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