- agrinst inflation while oll c&rporgi.iéns reap massive pmfits;

Our'gﬁthering hefe today i8 a massive testimony to |
the fact that the American worker is fed up with the polities of
deceit and the economics of scarcity. He wxll have nothing whalso-
aver tp 4o v:nth the notion thst the way to pull this country out of
its economic troubles is to run the economy through the wringér

5

of a major depresgion, He will not, under sny circumstances, £

passiveiy submit to being the sacrificial lamb in the crusade ‘ !-

and mwitinational firms sond jobs abrosd, and businesses pass

on the rising cost oi living to the consumer,

" The Ameriﬁan \aorker wants equxts' The Ameacan

worker wan:cs rustzce. And he mn seﬁle for nothmg Iess. . '

There are now well over 10 million péople:-i:\ziempidi?éc'i“ . .
in Americ_:-;a,\ if we mclﬁde those who sre left ou?.:o'f’tixé;‘c;méiél'f’ S
statistics because théy' re either underemplqug._.of_hax{g,‘_:given up
lookiﬁcr for work. Desi:lite what can only be dosari.bed 83 an'. |
economic catastmphe, we read reports in the papers that Preex-

dent Ford and his zstmt;e;:'.x-atza are wﬂljng to accept over the long

nm 3 state of high joblessness because this would supposedly

dampen inflation and becavse they believe that many of the unemployed o

_are women and youth who do not reatlly need jobs. | 3

Then we have our city governments which are trying

to bala.nco budgets by creating more unemployment But all this
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‘will do is lead to more wnemployment payments and lower tax

receipts —- hardly a good way to balance a budget.

V'i‘he simple fact is that unemployment makes bad economic
gense, aside from all the humza costs of wasted lives and social
uprept. Each 1% of wnemployment costs the Fedgral Government
" $16 billion in taxes and $5 billion are lost to state and local govern-

menis as well,

This is the ﬁme fora change in naﬁonal directien. We
now pay $8, 000 in vnemployment compens'mon, welfare aﬁd food
gtamps and medical aid to each person unemployed. \-;’hy not .
gpend this money to keep people working?  Why not put those 10

million people to work proﬁding health care, decent education,

proteciion against fire and crime and other vitally necded social

gervices? Why not make them productive, and thus make life
petter for all? Why not let them work to rebuild our cilies and

strengthen the American economy?

The result will not just be a healthier society with maore
soclal justice angd less human misery, It will algo leadto
restoraiion of America's sonse of confidence and national purpose

_which today is also in a depression,

No force in Amearican life has done more to achieve

economic justicé, or has a better sense of what the national
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pliarposev should be, than the American labo£~ movemeont.

Today's ralfy is a ringing confirmation that labor's on-going
struggle for jusiice is the bast 5ope we have for getting America
moving once again. '
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