
· IN DEFENSE OF THE UNIVERSITY ~,/ ~/11 ! ~,,-- ¥/;;~ 
BY ALBER~ 

VICTOR HUGO ONCE \~ROTE TH.~T "NOTHI1!G Irl THIS \'IORLD IS SO 

POWERFUi_ AS AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME." TO THIS I WOULD ADD THE 

THOUGHT THAT THERE IS ALSO POWER, AS HELL AS PROVEN WISDOfL Hl Ail 

IDEA '!'IHOSE TH'1E HAS COi'lE AGAIN. THE IDEA OF A Ui'HVERSITY -- JOHN 

HENRY rlEWf1AN'S I DEA OF A SECULAR UN IVERS ITY DED I CATED TO THE TRAIN I NG 

OF THE MIND AND THE PURSUIT OF KrW~ILEDGE -- IS AN EXAi1PLE OF AN IDEA 

4HOSE TIME HAS COME AGAIN. 

t'!ElIiW1 DEVELOPED HIS CONCEPT OF A SECULAR UNIVERSITY OVER r~ 

CE:JTURY AGO; A TIf'lE HHEN HIGHER EDUCATION HAS STILL UNDER THE H[~VY , 

IiJELUEiJCE OF THE RELI G IOUS AUTHORITI ES • THE PURPOSE OF THE UN IVERS ITY, 

HE \iROTC i'IAS TO TRAIN THE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT TO PURSUE KNOI-ILEDGE AN;) 

TO ;WPRECIATE THE PURSUIT OF KNONLEDGE FOR ITS mm SAKE; THAT IS, FOD 

THE SAKE OF DISCOVERING TRUTH. NEWMAN WAS AN EARLY ADVOCATE OF WHAT 

TODAY \'IE HOULD CALL A LIBERAL OR HUMMl I STI C EDUC.~ TI ON. HE BEll EVED 

THAT THE INDIVIDUAL SHOULD BE TRAINED TO SEE THE WORLD WHOLE, TO 

APPREHEND THE V/\RIOUS DISCIPLINES NOT AS SEP,~R,~TE ArlD DISTIiKT ISLANDS 

OF STUDY, BUT AS PART 01= A UdIFIED UNDE~STANDINr; OF THE \IORLD Ii'l 1!!IICH 
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\·/E LIVE. IN SHORL A LIBERAL EDUCATION SHOULD TEi~CH AN INDIVIDUAL 

HOI'I TO THINK. IT GIVES HIrt IN NEVIMAWS HORDS, "A CLEAR) CONSCIOUS 

V IEt4 OF Ii I S OHN OP I N IONS AND JUDGf'lEfHS, A TRUTH I N DEVELOP I NG THEi-L 

AND ELOQUENCE IN EXPRESSING THEft AND A FORCE IN URGING THEft IT 

TEACHES HI;1 TO SEE TlWlSS .~S THEY .4RL TO GO RIGHT TO THE POINL TO 

DISENTANGLE A SKEIil OF THOUGHL TO DETECT ImAT IS SOPHISTI(;~L AND 

TO DISCARD v/H,H IS IRRELEVANL" 

THIS IS AN IDEAL TO rlHICH I!E l10ULD ALL GIVE OUR ASSENT. BUT 

VlHO .4i10NG US BELI EVES THAT TH IS I S REALLY THE PURPOSE OF OUR SCHOOLS 

TODAY? NEImAN'S IDEA OF A UNIVERSITY i·lAY OCCASIONALLY BE INVOKED I~~ 
, 

A Cor'1:"lEfJCE~1ENT ADDRESS OR AT A CO:1FERENCE DEVOTED TO EXPLOR I NG THE 

PURPOSES OF HIGHER EDUCATION. BUT ONE DOUBTS TH.~T IT IS TAKEN MN 

f10RE SERIOUSLY THAN THIS. IN AN ESSAY PUBLISHED IN THE CURRENT ISSUE 

OF THE Ar1ER I CAN SCHOLAR, EDl'IARD SH I LS HR ITES OF "THE NEGLECT OF THE 

AC.4DEt-1IC ETHOS, OF THE OBLIGATION TO TE4CH .Af'JD LEARN AT THE HISHEST 

LEVEL OF WHICH THE TEACHER AND STUDENT ARE CAPABLE," ACCORDING TO 

SHILS STAtlDARDS HAVE BEEN RELAXED, urmERGRi~,DUATE EDUCATION IS HELD 

IU LO"! ESTEE;L STUDENTS .4RE NOT BEWG TAUGHT !1HAT THEY ARE C,!lY/\B'_E 

UF LEARNHJG, ACADEiHC CIVILITY AiJD WTELLECTUAL EXCELLENCE' HWE 
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DECLINED ;iHILE INVOLVH1ENT IN POLITIc'~L AND PARTISAN C,4USES HAS 

I NCREASED, DEVOTION TO TRUTH I S REGARDED AS ELI TIST SELF- INDULGENCE 

WHILE SOf'lE EVEN DENY THE VERY POSSIBILITY OF OBJECTIVITY IN SCHOLAR-

SHIP) AND THE SCRUPULOUS CARE GIVEN TO THE TRAINHlG OF THE NEXT 

GENERATION OF SCIENTISTS Arm SCHOLARS IS DISPARAGED AS A SELF-SERVING 

EFFORT TO PRESERVE A GUILD MONOPOLY. THIS IS A STRONG CRITIQUE OF 

THE STATE OF THE UNIVERSITY TODAY. CERTAINLY ONE CArl FIND EXCEPTIONS 

TO THE TRENDS DESCRIBED BY SHILS. SOl'1E UNIVERSITIES AND f'1.4NY PRO-

FESSORS ARE DOING AN EXTRAORDWARY JOB UNDER DIFFICULT CIRCUMSnNCES. 

STI LL, THE TRENDS ARE THERL AND THEY ARE DISTURB I NG • 

;~E HAVE, HIDEED, COME A LaNG HAY SINCE NEYif'IAN HROTE THE IDEA OF 

A UNIVERSITY. NEW1AN, AS I HAVE SAID, SPOKE OF THE NEED TO REU;'HTE 

I-IHAT HAD "BEEN PUT ASUNDER/' TO SEE THE INTER-REL4TEDNESS OF ,4LL IiJ-

TELLECTUAL PURSU ITS ,4ND THE NECESS ITY TO PROV IDE THE INTELLECT 14 ITH 

A F I Rf.1 GROUim I NG IN r'10RAL PH I LOSOPHY • TH I S CONCEPT OF I rJTELLECTU,4L 

viHOLENESS HAS UNDERGONE A STRANGE TRANSFORtt4 TI Qij I N THE HANDS OF SDr1E 

CONTErWORARY CRITICS OF THE UNIVERSITY. IF f'jElmMJ HAD v!ANDERED BY 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY A DECADE AGO) HE MIGHT HAVE PICKED UP 0 LEAFLET 

OF THE STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY CLAIMING THAT THE UNIVERSITY 
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IS A PLURALIST I NSTITUTIOfl ONLY IN THE SEr~SE "THAT STUDIES ARE DI-

VIDED INTO DEPARTf'iC:NTS} COURSES} IIHICH IN TURI·J ARE CHOPPED INTO 

TESTS AND GRADES, PLURALI Si1} VlHEREBY THE DOf1AIr1S OF THOUGHT ARE 

I SOLA TED FROI'l EACH OTHER} I S A I'IETHOD OF CONTROL. THE UN IVERS ITY 

IS CONSTRUCTED IN SUCH A HAY AS TO PREVEiH COMPREHENSIVE UimERSTAND-

ING,I/ SUCH CGr'lPREHENSION} THE LEAFLET CONTINUED} HOULD REVEAL THE 

UNIVERSITY TO BE NOTHING BUT "A PROPOrJEiH OF THE ['lOST VIOLEfn SYSTEil 

THE CEfnURIES HAVE CREATED -- HIE SYSTEJvl OF CAPITAL," 

. I DOUBT STRONGLY THAT NEImAN HOULD HAVE RECOGNIZED ANY OF HIS 

IDEAS IN THIS VULGAR-j·1ARXIST RUBBISH HHICH PASSED FOR RADICAL CRIT-

ICISi1 DURING THE HEYDAY OF THE NEH LEFT, HAD HE BE::]~ AROUND TO 

FORf.1ULATE A RESPONSL HE mGHT HAVE SAID THAT IT IS ONE THING TO 

SECULARIZE THE UNIVERSITY AND QUITE AfiOTHER TO POLITICIZE IL ES-

PECIALLY IF TIlE POLITICS IN QUESTION ~lAKE IT If1POSSIBLE TO CONDUCT 

RATIGrJAL DIALOGUE, IT HILL BE SAID THAT I Af1 SETTING UP A STRAI/-

i'lArL THAT THE HELL -HEELED YOurJG REVOLUTI OiJARI ES HHO HAf'lTED TO 

TRAflSFORfl TI!E ;·iODERi·j UN I VERS I TY I HTO A' BASE -CAf1P FOR A PEASMH 

UPRISING liERE NOT THE ONLY CRITICS OF THE urHVERSITY AND CERTMf'lI .. Y 

NOT THE MOST SERIOUS ONES, 
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\'IH,IIL THEIL HAS THE p'lESSAGE OF THE IIf,10DERATE" CRITICS? THE 

PRESIDENT OF A DISTINGUISHED CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY, A MAN WITH IM-

PECCABLE LIBERAL CREDEi'HIALS, ATTRIBUTED THE CArlPUS VIOLENCE TO 

THE "f'lORAL CONCERW' OF STUDENTS ABOUT "HAR, V IOLEICE, R,IIC I S11, POV-

ERTY, POLLUTION, HUrlAN DEGRADATION ON A LIIRGE SCALE. II THE [HI RE 

FACULTY, ,~Di'iIfJISTRATIO;L Aim STUDEiJT BODY OF Mlf1ERST COLLEGE ISSUED 

A STATEflEilT TO THE EXTENT THAT CA~lPUS VIOLENCE WOULD CONTI;WE UNTIL 

THE POLITI CAL LEADERSH I P OF ,'illER I CA ADDRESSED ITSELF TO THE PROBLEV1S 

OF EXCESS IVE ill LITARY SPEND lNG, Af'l UNEQUAL DRAFT SYSTEfl, THE i'IEEDS 

OF THE POOR, AND RACIAL DIVISIOiL A PROFESSOR AT HARVARD, A NOBEL 

LAUREATE, OBSERVED THAT EDUCATION HAD "BECOf'lE I RRELEVANL II AS INDEED 

IT HAD. FOR HHAT PLACE COULD THERE BE FOR EDUCATIOil IF A i~INORITY 

, OF THE CAf1PUS POPULATION HAS PREPARED TO TERKORIZE THE U['HVERSITY 

rrlTOSUBf1ITTlilGTO ITS POLITICAL DE~WlDS, HHILE THE r'lAJORITY \1AS PRE-

PARED TO OFFER HORAL JUSTIFICATION FOR SUCH BEHAVIOR? HOH COULD 

AfWTHING RESEf'1BLH1G NEImAN'S IDEA OF A UNIVERSITY FUNCTIOi~ IF STU-

DENTS, FACULTY, AND AmHNISTR,~TORS HERE READY TO BURDEN THE UNIVERSITY 

H ITH THE RESPONS Il3 I LI TY FOR SOL V rr~G ALL OF SOC I ETY' SILLS J DOTH REi'lL 

AND I ~'1AG I flED? 
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I RECALL EVENTS FRO~l HHAT NO\'J SEEt1S LIKE THE DISTANT PAST. THE 

CAf1PUS IS QUIET TODAY. THERE IS fl0RE STUDYIijG THAfl PROTESL AND 

STUDENTS ARE [10\4 f·10RE LI I<EL Y TO VlANT TO GET I NTO "THE SYSTEM" THAN 

TO DROP OUT OF IT. STI LL THE UfHVERSITY HAS NOT RETURNED TO fWRf'1AL 

I F BY NORf'lAL \'IE ~1E,4N A S (TUA TI ON I-IHERE TEACH I NG AND LEARN I NG ARE HELD 

iN THE HIGHEST ESTEHL HHERE STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE ARE MAINTAIrJED, 

Aim I..fHERE STUDY IS INFOR.'1ED BY ETH I C,~L VALUES, ON THE CONTRARY, 

THERE IS I'lIDESPREAD CONCERN OVER THE DECLINE OF AC.~DEf1IC PERFORi'lArJCE 

AND COLLEGE ENTRANCE SCORES. THERE ARE EFFORTS TO SUBSTITUTE RACIAL 

FOR ACADEmc CRITERIA IN ADf1ISSIONS POLICIES, THE GOAL OF OFFERING 

ALL STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE A LIBERAL EDUCATION IS DE-

CRIED AS I NPRACTI CAL. INCREASINGLY, ADMINISTRATORS MID PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS ARE APPLYING CRUDE FISCAL STANDARDS TO f1EASURE "ACADEmc 

PRODUCTIVITY/' AS IF HIGHER EDUCATION HERE NO DIFFERENT FROM STEEL 

PRODUCTION OR THE BUILDING OF HIGHHAYS. 

THERE IS, I AM AFRAID, A DISTURBI:IG CONTINUITY BETVJEEN THE PO-

LITICIZATION OF THE UNIVERSITY DURING THE ERA OF VIETNAf1 AND THE 

AMORAL UTILITARIArJIS~1 HIHCH PREVAILS TODAY. THE UNIVERSITY AS A 

RALLYInG porrn FOR POLITICAL ACTIO;! !'lAY SEEjil LIKE A FAR CRY FRDr1 TI-IE 
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UN IVERS ITY AS A VOCfI TI OIIAL TRA I N I rJG CENTER. BUT THEY ARE UN ITED BY 

A Corl~lor~ DISREGARD FOR nlE CONCEPT OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND A SHARED 

WILLING,'IESS TO SACRIFICE ACADEmc STANDARDS AND V,~LUES FOR EXPEDIENCY 

OF OHE KI ND OR MIOTHER. 

AUTHORITY ONCE SHAKEN IS NOT EASILY RE-ESTABLISHED. I SPEAK 

NOT OF THE AUTHORITY OF ADrUNISTRATORS} OR PROFESSORS} OR OTHER 

LEADERS OF OUR SOCIETY. RATHER} I SPEAK OF THE AUTHORITY OF VALUES} 

OF STANDARDS} OF GUIDIilG PURPOSE. THE CRISIS OF THE UNIVERSITY IS 

ESSENTIALLY A CRISIS OF VALUES} A Syr'lPTor·i OF A DEEPER r11~LAISE THAT 

AFFECTS THE ImOLE SOCIETY. THERE IS A FEELING TIIAT DEiil0CRACY AND 

EDUCATION CANNOL AS JOHN DEI4EY BELIEVED} GO TOGETHER. IT IS SAID 

THAT EXCELLElJCE IS AN ELITIST COilCEPL THAT ST.4NDARDS ARE INHEREi'JTLY 

DISCRH1INATORL .4ND THAT TESTS CAW'IOTPROVIDE AN OBJECTIVE ~lEASURE-

flE:ITOF ACHIEVH1Ei-IL LET ALONE OF APTITUDE ANJ ABILITY. THESE VIE~IS 

ARE SOf\lETIf1ES DEFEilDED IN EGALITARIft,f'.J Aim DErl0CRATIC TERr·1S} BUT m 

FACT THEY REPRESENT A F,~LSE EGALITARIANISN Aim A THREAT TO DEf·l0CRACY. 

THEY ,~RE EVIDEi~CE THAT MANY OF US HAVE FORGOTTEN !1HAT DENOCRACY AND 

EDUCATION ARE ALL ABOUT. 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT HE CLARIFY THE r'lEANHlG OF FREEDor'l AND 
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FOR i'lAtN PEOPL2 TODAY} FREEDm1 HAS CO~lE TO rlEMl THE SANE TH I NG AS 

"DOD!G ONE'S mIN THING." IT IS TIlOUGHT TO ENTAIL FREEDOM FROi·1 ALL 

SOCIAL CONSTRAIfHS} Aim TO SAiKTION THE INDULGENCE OF EVERY HHIi1 OR 

PLE~.SURE. Tl1 IS CONCEPT OF FREEDor'l IS FUNDAflENTALLY Aim -SOC IAL. 

IT VIE\4S SOCIETY AS OPPRESSIVE BY ITS VERY iJATURE IN THAT SOCIETY 

IS GOVERNED BY RULES HHICH LHiIT 'rIHAT AN INDIVIDUAL CAN DO. THOSE 

\/HO HOLD THIS VW:; ARE HOSTILE TO ,4LL SOCL4L HJSTITUTIO:JS} BUT 

SCHOOLS ARE THE OBJECT OF PARTICULAR SCORH BECAUS2} AS ONE CRITIC 

H/~S ;'JRITTEiL THEY PREVEJT "PERSONAL} CRE.~TIVE AND AUTONOi'iOUS U!TER-

ACTION" AMONG LEARNERS AND TEACHERS. 

CARRIED TO ITS EXTREf~L AS IT HAS BEEf! BY THE \'/RITER IVAN ILLICH 

, .Aim SOf'iE OTHERS} THIS VIEH C.ALLS FOR THE ABOLITION OF ALL FORr'l.~L 

SCHOOLING A~m ITS REPLACEi'1ENT BY ISELF-r'10TIVATED" LEARiWJG THROUGH 

VOLUiHARY {ISSOCIATION vIIT!·! THOSE I/HO ALREADY POSSESS SKILLS OR 

i(;'J0l1LEDGE OR \HIO HANT TO COOPERATE IN ACQU I R HJG THEft I NSTEAD OF 

HAVING TEACHERS DETERf'1IiJE THE CURRICULU~1 AilD TEACH SKILLS} THE LEARN-

HlG OF THE YOUNG \1ILL BE GUIDED BY THEIR ovm SPOIJTAi'JEOUS DESIRES. 

PRESUf'lABLY YOUi'IG PEOPLE I,-II LL LE.~RN ALGEBRA} H I STORY I fiND PHYS I CS IN 
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THE SM1E I'JAY THEY LEARr~ HOH TO I'IALK OR TALi<. 

HHAT IS REf'lARKABLE IS NOT THAT THIS VIEH HAS ITS PROPONENTS --

IN OUR FADDISH CULTURL AU/lOST ANY FAR-OUT VIEH CAN ATTRACT SOi'lE 

BELIEVERS --BUT THAT IT IS TAKEN SO SERIOUSLY BY EDUCATIONAL REFORM-

ERS AND HAS HAD SO f1UCH I NFLUENCE OVER EDUCA TI Oi~AL POLI CY • THE TREND 

HI COLLEGES Aim HIGH SCHOOLS IN RECEnT YEARS HAS BEEN To\~ARD REDUC I NG 

EDUCATI ONAL REQUI REr1ENTS AND I NCREAS I NG THE NUi·1BER OF OPTIONS FOR 

STUDENTS. IN PARTI CULAR) STUDENTS HAVE BEEN OFFERED ~10RE IIRELEVANTII 

COURSES - RELEVMKE HAVING flORE TO DO IHTH TOPICAL WTEREST THAN 

ACADEf'lI C SUBSTANCE. ONE HIGH SCHOOL W NEH YORK) FOR EXAr1PLE) Hl\S 

A COURSE ON IIAMERICAN HANG-UPS)II AND THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE REPORTS 

TH.~T DEATH IS THE L~TEST IIHOT TOPICII Iil SCORES OF U.S. HIGH SCHOOLS. 

AS A RESULT OF THE INTRODUCTION OF ~10RE Aim f'lORE OPTIONAL COURSES) 
I 

A KWD OF GRESHAWS LAW HAS FUNCTIONED: BAD COURSES DRIVE OUT GOOD 

ONES. STUDENTS FLOCK TO THE EASY) IIRELEVANTII ELECTIVES AlJD SHY A\4AY 

FROfl THE [,lORE DEflANDI NG COURSES. NEEDLESS TO SAY) EDUCATI orlAL STAN-

DARDS HAVE DECLI NED. 

SDr1E EDUCA TI OflAL REFORflERS GO BEYOND S !11]PLY OFFER I NG STUDEiHS 

Ai~ ARRAY OF ELECTI VES • THE carlfH TTeE FOR ECONOf-1I C DE'JELOPflENL A 
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PRO-BUS I ilESS GROUP) HAS RECO;1~lEi'mED THAT GO'lERr1f'lE[H FUNDS BE G IVHJ 

TO STUDEiHS) [\IOT TO THE COLLEGES) SO THAT COLLEGES HOULD HAVE TO 

COf'iPETE FOR STUDEnTS BY DES I GNI fiG PROGRA~lS SU I T,4BLE TO THE I R TASTES. 

THE 11RITER CAROLINE BIRD THINKS THAT STUDENTS f1UST BE LIBERATED EN-

TIRELY FROf'1 liTHE ACADEmC YOUTH GHETTOS" (COLLEGE) AND RESTORED TO 

THE MAHJSTREAf1 OF M1ERI CAN LIFE. SHE HOULD \1ITHDR.~VI PUBLI C FUNDS 

FROi'1 COLLEGES WHERE "YOUNG PEOPLE ARE DEMEMED BY THE 'MAKE-HORK' 

OF ACADEfHA" AND INVEST THEf1 INSTEAD "I N THE 'REAL' flORI( AND LEARN-

ING STUDENTS HOULD CHOOSE IF IT HERE AVAILABLE." THE "REAL \~ORK AND 

LEARNING" HHICH HOULD TAKE THE PLACE OF A LIBERAL ARTS EDUCATIOiJ 

<DESCRIBED BY [·1S. BIRD AS "THE ESTABLISHED RELIGION OF THE RULInG 

ClJ\SS") INCLUDES CLEANING AND PATROLLING THE STREETS) TUTORING SLOI'i 

. LE.~RNERS IN GRADE SCHOOL AilSHERING CONGREsSf'lEN'S ~lAIL) PUTTING BOOKS 

BACK ON LIBR/~RY SIIELVES) AND PERFORr1ING SHlI LAR "ESSENTIAL SERVI CES." 

THESE IDEAS r'lAY SOUND A BIT FAR-FETCHED) YET PROPOSALS ARE NOW 

BEIIJG conSIDERED HH I CH \'iOULD WFLUEtlCE PUBLI C POLI CY ALONG THE LI NES 

SUGGESTED BY MS. BIRD. SPECIFICALLY) THERE IS THE POSSIBILITY THAT 

THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR) THROUGH THE COMPREHENSIVE Er1PLOYf1ENT AND 

TRM tl HJG ACT (CETA) III LL GIVE HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE CRED ITS FOR 
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OUT-OF-SCHOOL HORK EXPERIENCE. THUS, CETA HOULD BE USED TO REPLACE 

FORf1AL EDUCATION AS A f1EANS OF CREDENTIALLI NG YOUNG PEOPLE. THE 

!f'lPLICATIOilS OF THIS APPROACH FOR EDUCATIONt~L POLICY IN TI·IIS COurHRY 

ARE CONSIDERABLE, AND NOT AT ALL ENCOURAGING. 

THE REPLACH1EIH OF THE UNIVERSITY BY A MASSIVE, FEDERALLY-FUNDED, 

UP-DATED VERSION OF THE CIVILI.~N CONSERVATION CORPS IS NOT A TERRIBLY 

lj'JSPIRUG IDEAL. IT IS NOT LIKELY TO APPEAL TO TAX-PAYERS \'IHO HOULD 

HME TO PAY FOR IL OR TO ~IORKERS IIHOSE J03 SECURITY HOULD BE THREAT-

E:~ED BY IL LET ALONE TO STUDENTS HHO ARE I~l COLLEGE BECAUSE THEY 

\I!ANT TO BE THERL NOT BECAUSE THEY HAVE TO. IT SHOULD ALSO :10T APPEAL 

TO MlYONE HHO FEELS THAT EDUCATION HAS SO~1E INTRI;lSIC VALUE III THE 

DEVELOPf1ENT OF AN INDIVIDUAL'S rmm AND PERSONALITY. 

I NDEED, THE EFFORTS TO "LIBERATE" YOUflG PEOPLE FR0i1 SCHOOLI NG 

ARE MOTIVATED BY A FIERCE BIAS AGAINST EDUCATION AS SUCH. THE 

REBELLION AGAINST EDUCATION IS TRACEABLE TO THE CULTUR.Il.L REVOLUTION 

OF THE 1960's HHICH SAH THE "GREENING" OF A GOOD PART OF Af1ERICAH 

YOUTH. THE SO-CALLED "[lEI AND LIBERATED I ND IV IDUAL" HHOSE PR.ll.ISES 

HERE SUNG BY CHARLES REICH, Ml0NG OTHERS, HAS T~R:IED OUT IN ALL TOO 

11.4NY C~SES TO BE A RATHER CRIPPLED ADULL L~Cl(HJG INTELLECTUAL 



DISCIPLINE AND A CLEAR SET OF VALUES, M~lLESS, AND UMBLE TO COPE 

HITH LIFE'S CHALLENGES AND DIFFICULTIES. CLEARLY HE DON'T HELP 

YOUiJG PEOPLE BY DENYING THHl GUIDANCE- BY ABDICATING THE RESPONSI-

BILITy TO ESTABLISH STANDARDS, OR BY ENCOURAGING THE BELIEF THAT 

LEARNING IS SIMPLY A SPOiHANEOUS PROCESS OF SELF-DISCOVERY AND HAS 

NOTHItJG TO DO HITH THE I~CQUISITIOH OF SKILLS, KNO"lLEDGE- AND ~10RAL 

UiJDERSTANDING. THE QUALITY OF THEIR EDUCATION ~lUST INEVITABLY SUFFER 

IF THIS APPROACH IS CARRIED TOO FAR, MJD SO HILL THEIR CAPACITY TO 

BE FREE WDIVIDUALS. FREEDOM, AFTER ,4LL, IS NOT THE SAf!lE THING AS 

THE UNRESTRAINED ASSERTION OF ONE'S OHN WILL. IT REQUIRES A SENSE 

OF RESPONSIBILITY INFORf1ED BY A f'10RAL AND IrJTELLECTUAL A\~ARErJESS OF 

THE CONFLICTS BETIVEEN DIFFERENT FREED011S HHICH ALL OF US, AND SOCIETY-

~UST NEGOTIATE EVERY DAY. 

THE IfJEVITABLE REACTION AGAWST THE ANTI-EDUCATION REBELLION IS 

NOH, FI N.4LLY, TAKI NG PLACE. DEAN HENRY ROSOVSKY OF HARVARD, CONCERilED 

ABOUT THE "TENDENCY IN RECENT YEARS TO REDUCE REQUIRE~lENTS AND r'lUL-

TI PLY OPTI ONS /' HAS PROPOSED THAT EACH UNDERGRADUATE BE REQU I RED TO 

CDrlPLETE A REQUIRED "CORE CURRICULurt II THE PRESE:lT H,4RVARD UNDER-

GRADUATE CURRICULUM, WIICH IS MARKED BY A PROLIFERATION OF SOME L7 
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DIFFERENT COURSES, i10 LONGER EXPRESSES, ACCORD IflG TO DEArj ROSOVSKY, 

"OUR BASIC EDUCATIONAL AH1S AND IT DOES ilOT ESTABLISH AC0I1MON BASIS 

FOR rrnELLECTUAL DISCOURSE." NOR DOES IT ASSURE THAT THE STUDENT 

HILL BECOf1E TRULY EDUCATED. IN DEFINING HHAT IT ['lEAnS TO BE AN EDU-

CATED PERSON, DEAN ROSOVSI<Y OUTLINES A SET OF STANDARDS BY HinCH TO 

f'lEASURE AN I iWIVIDUAL' S INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPi'lENT. THE MOST If/1PORTAiH 

REOUIRH-1ENT IS TO BE ABLE TO THINK AND HRITE CLEARLY AND EFFECTIVELY. 

IN ADDITIOiL AN EDUCATED PERSON SHOULD HAVE A CRITICAL ,l\PPRECIATIOf'l 

OF PAST SCHOLARLY, LITERARY, AND ARTISTI C ACH I EVEi'lEilTS, A Kr~mILEDGE 

OF OTHER CULTURES, AND S011E UNDERSTAiWING OF nORAL AND ETHICAL PROBLH1S. 

HE SHOULD ALSO BE ABLE TO REJECT SHODDINESS IN HHATEVER FORM, AND 

SHOULD HAVE ACHIEVED DEPTH IiI S0i1E FIELD OF KNOVILEDGE. 

THIS IS A VERY HIGH STANDARD. BUT I DON'T SEE IIHAT HE ACCOf.1PLISH 

BY LO:1ERIilG IT- AS Sor'lE HOULD DO IN THE NA~lE OF EQUALITY, OR BY ABAN-

DONING IT ALTOGETHER, AS OTHERS HOULD DO IN THE r1A~1E OF FREEDDr1. 

f·1AINTAHHNG HIGH STANDARDS DOES NOT EtlFORCE CONFORf'lITY, BUT IT DOES 

PROf10TE EXCELLENCE. STUDENTS HOULD STI LL BE FREE TO DETERf1 I NE THE I R 

OHi'l POLITICAL, SOCI/-\L, OR CULTURAL OUTLOOK, ONLY THEY HOULD DO SO Ifi 

,1\ nORE I lIFOR~lED flArmER. 
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(\>IE SHOULD rIOT FORGET THAT IT IS KNOHLEDGE THAT NOURISHES INDEPErj-

DEiKE OF rHND AND CHARACTER, WHILE IGNORANCE BREEDS I-lEARY UNIFORf'lITY 

AND f'1INDLESS ZEALOTRY.) STUDENTS HOULD ALSO, IT IS TO BE HOPED, BE 

ABLE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEHS f10RE CLEARLY. 

THERE IS ALSO THE ARGUr-1ENL HITH (-IIHCH HE ARE ALL FAflILIAR, TH.~T 

HIGH STAiJDARDS IrJTERFERE IHTH EFFORTS TO PROMOTE GREATER SOCIAL AND 

ECONomc EQUALITY. THIS VW'I IS BASED ON THE FEAR THAT THOSE "1110 

CAWJOT f'lEASURE UP TO THE PREVAI LWG ST,~~DARDS HI LL BE PENALIZED HI 

TERr1S OF THEI R SOCIAL AND EcoHorn C ADV,l\NCEt:1ENT. HE ARE COI'IFRONTED 

HERE IIITH Ml If'IPORT,~NT QUESTION NOT JUST OF POLICY BUT OF SOCIAL 

PHILOSOPHY AS WELL. WHAT IS f'iEAiH BY EQUALITY? DOES IT REQUIRE, AS 

TOCQUEVILLE FEARED, A LEVELLING OF ALL MEr1BERS OF SOCIETY TO A SINGLE 

STMlDARD OF flEDIOCRITY? OR IS IT POSSIBLL AS DEHEY BELIEVED, FOR 

AN EG/~LITARIAN AND DH10CRATIC SOCIETY TO PRor~OTE EQUALITY AND ~lASS 

HIGHER EDUCATION \HTHOUT cor:1PRmlISING STM~DARDS OF EXCELLENCE? THE 

CONTROVERSIES RAGING TODAY OVER SUCH ISSUES AS QUOTAS Arm TESTING 

ARE CLOSELY RELATED TO THESE QUEST I orJS • 

HOW \'IE ANSHER THESE QUESTIONS DEPENDS VERY HEAVI LY ON OUR DEFI-

NITIoN OF EQUALITY. THERE IS TODlW NO AGREED-Urm! DEFIfHTION OF THE 
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TERn. HWEED, THE HEATED DEBATE ABOUT EQUALI TY IS RE.4LLY OVER HIO 

CONFLICTHIG DEFINITIONS: l'IAflELY, EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY AND 

EQUALITY OF RESULTS. THEY ilEMJ VERY DIFFERENT THIi'1GS, AND IT IS 

BEST THAT WE BE CLEAR ABOUT THE DIFFEREiKES. 

EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY rlEANS THAT EACH WDIVIDUAL SHOULD HAVE 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO REALIZE HIS OR HER FULL POTENTIAL UNWHIBITED 

BY SOCIAL OR ECONOMIC BARRIERS (SUCH AS DISCRIMINATION OR POVERTY). 

lflPLICIT W THIS CONCEPT OF EQUALITY IS THE BELIEF THAT INDIVIDUALS 

SHOULD BE REHARDED ACCORDING TO f1ERIL AS HELL AS THE BELIEF THAT 

SOCIETY IS OBLIGATED TO LIFT THOSE HHO ARE SOCL\LLY OR ECONmHc.~LLY 

DISADVANTAGED TO THE POINT HHERE THEY CAN COf'lPETE ON EQUAL GROUND 

IHTH THOSE HHO ARE f'lORE PRIVILEGED. HI THIS cornEXL AFFIR;nTIVE 

ACTION f1EANS INTERVENTION BY SOCIETY TO ELIMINATE THE SOCIALLY-

CAUSED OBSTACLES TO INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT. 

OBVIOUSLY, THE ACHIEVEflEfn OF EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY REQUIRES 

FAIRLY RADICAL FORMS OF SOCIAL HlTERVENTION TO IMPROVE THE ENVIRONrHIT 

(SCHOOLING, HOUSIilG, HEALTH CARL ECONm~IC l~ELL-BEING, AND SO FORTH) 

IN HH I CH CH I LDRErl GROH UP. TO USE THE ['lET.4PHOR OF A RACL THE GOAL 

OF EQUALI TY OF OPPORTurn TY I S TO GET EVERYBODY TO THE SAr~E STARTI tlG 
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LINE SO THAT THE COMPETITION IS FAIR. THAT, IN EFFECT, IS ABOUT 

AS FAR AS EQUALI TY OF OPPORTUN ITY GOES. IT REQU I RES THAT TilE RACE 

BE FAIR AND THAT THE RULES BE APPLIED EQUALLY TO .~LL, BUT IT DOES 

NOT GUARANTEE ANYONE A PARTICULAR PLACE AT THE FHlISH LINE. 

EQUALITY OF RESULTS IS NOT CONCERNED SO ilUC11 \~ITH HOH THE RACE 

BEGWS AS IHTH HOH IT ErlDS. AS CONCEIVED BY ITS ,~DVOCATES W THIS 

COUiHRY, EQUALITY OF RESULTS REQUIRES THAT ALL ETHNIC GROUPS, OR 

GROUPS DEFIiJED BY OTHER CRITERIA SUCH ,~S SEX, BE REHARDED EQUALLY 

ACCORDHlG TO THEIR PERCENT;\GC OF THE POPULATION, EVEN IF THERE ARE 

\'iIDE DISCREP.~NCIES IN THE QU,~LITY OF PERFORr.1ANCE BY INDIVIDUALS MD, 

COLLECTIVELY, OF THE GROUPS THAT THEY FALL UITO. SINCE ALL ARE RE-

\'lARDED EQUALLY, HlDIVIDUAL ~lr~IT BECDr'lES INSIGiHFICArH, IF [WT 

EfHIRELY IRRELEVANT. SO, TOO, DOES AFFIRr-lATIVE ACTION AS I HAVE 

DEFINED IT, FOR l'IHY IS IT NECESSl:"RY TO EQUALIZE THE START OF THE 

RACE WHEi~ WE HAVE EQUALI ZED THE FIN ISH? um IV I DU.~LS nAY OR plAY NOT 

HAVE TALEr'll J THEY f'lAY OR r'1.~Y NOT HORK HARD AND TRY TO If'lPROVE THEf1-

SELVES, THEY i,lAY OR f1AY NOT PERFOR~l \'JELL. BUT ACCORDING TO THE 

DOCTRHlE OF EQUALITY OF RESULTS, ALL OF THIS IS LESS It·1PORn:n THAi') 

GROUP IDEiHITY Hl DETERilINIiJG ~IHAT RH!ARDS HOULD BE AV.L\ILABLE TO THE 

I:mIVIDUALS. 
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CLEARLY THESE T'.10 DEFl!HTIOHS OF EQUALITY ARE WORLDS APART. 

THEY ARE BASED, FIRST OF ALL 01,1 T\'!O VERY D I FFEREiH CONCEPTS OF 

JUSTICE. ACCORDIfJG TO THE PRINCIPLE OF EQU,~LITY OF OPPORTUrHTY, 

JUSTICE PREVAILS IF ALL PEOPLE ARE TREATED FAIRLY, EVEN IF THEY 

ARE RE\~ARDED UNEQUALLY. BUT ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUALITY 

OF RESULTS, JUSTICE ONLY PREVAILS vlHEN PEOPLE ARE REI'IARDED EOU,~LLL 

EVEi'l IF THEY ARE TREATED UiiFP.IRLY. EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY DEf'lANDS 

TflAT SOCIETY [~OT DISCRIf'lINATE AGAINST AI'lYBODY. EQUALITY OF RESULTS 

REQUIRES THAT SOCIETY DISCRIf1HJATE IN FAVOR OF SOf'1E AND ,~GJ;INST 

OTHERS, FOR Of~LY IN THIS HAY C.411 THINGS BE EVENED OUT. 

THE KIND OF EQUALITY HE CHOOSE TO HORI< TO?IARD IN OUR COUiHRY 

HAS ENORf'10US H1PL!C/~TIorlS HI TERi'lS OF THE RIGHTS OF HlDIVIDU,4LS, 

. THE iMTURE OF SOCIETL AND THE ROLE OF GOVERNr1ENT. IF HE CHOOSE 

EQUAL! TY OF OPPORTUN ITY, IT MEANS THAT \iE HANT A SOC I ETY IN \'IH I CH 

THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL ARE CONSIDERED PARAf'10UNT. IT 110ULD 

BE AN OPEN SOCIETY IN WHICH INDIVIDUALS ARE FREE TO FIND THEIR 

PLACE VlITHIN IT AND ARE MOTIVATED IN THEIR EFFORTS Lll.RGELY BY THE 

DESIRE TO SECURE REWARDS, IN THE FORf·1 OF HEALTH, STATUS, POHER, OR 

SELF-FULFILU1EiH. GOVERN~lEtJT I:I0ULD HI\VE TO PLAY A LARGE Aim ACTIVr: 
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ROLE TO ELIrmlATE BARRIERS TO EQUALITY OF OPPORTUiHTY AND TO HELP 

TIlE VICTIMS OF PAST DISCRIMINATION OVERCOME THE EFFECTS OF PREJUDICE 

MID POVERTY. BUT THIS ROLE \10ULD NOT BE OVER-BE,~RING, AND IT rJOULD 

BE UNDERTAKEN TO DEFEND AND EXTEND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS. SUCH A SOCIETY 

I-IOU LD PROBABLY BE VERY DYNAfH C. 

UNDER EQUALITY OF RESULTS, THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS \,/OULD BE 

CONSIDERED LESS H1PORTANT THMl THE PRINCIPLE OF EQU,~L REHARD FOR 

GROUPS. THE If'lPOSITION OF UtHFORf'lITY \10ULD REQUIRE THAT SOCIETY 

BECOf'lE ['lORE CLOSED. IilDIVIDUAL RIGHTS \40ULD HAVE TO BE CURTAILED 

TO PREVENT S011E PEOPLE FR011 RIS I ilG ABOVE OTHERS. i'10REOVER, THE 

STATE ~'IOULD HAVE TO ASSUf1E AHESOf1E POHERS, SINCE IT ilOULD BE THE 

EQUALIZING AGEI-lCY THAT HOULD TAKE FROi'l SO~IE AND GIVE TO OTHERS TO 

. ASSURE THAT THEY ALL Ei'lDED UP IN THE SAf'1E PLACE. SUCH A SOCIETY 

PROI3,l\BLY HOULD NOT CONFORf'l TO OUR conCEPT OF DHlOCRACY. 

TO BE SURE. THIS IS A RATHER SCHEf1ATIC VIEH OF THE EQUALITY 

DEM TE, I DON' T ~1EMj TO If'lPLY THAT THOSE HHO HANT EQUALI TY OF RESU LTS 

HOULD LIKE TO ELIf1INATE ALTOGETHER EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY. AT THE 

SA[1E TmE, I DON'T THINK SUFFICIEiIT THOUGIIT !If,S BEEn GIVEN TO THE 

DISTINCTION BET\-IEEN THESE T\~O VIDIS OF EClUALITY, OR TO THE DIFFERE:H 
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POLICIES THAT HOUlD FlOY! FRO;'1 EACt OR FOR THAT il!1TTER, TO THE If1PACT 

THESE POLICIES 1,I0UlD HAVE ON OUR SOCIETY. THE DEBATE OVER QUOTAS, 

FOR EXArlPlL HAS BEEN GROSSLY fn S I NTERPRETED AS A DEBATE BEn/EEN 

THOSE .1;JHO ARE FOR OR AGAINST EQUALITY FOR BLACKS, WOr1EN, OR OTHER 

GROUPS I'IHOSE COllECTIVE REHARD IS NOT PROPORTIONAL TO THEI R NUf.1ERI CAL 

REPRESEJTATIO:1 HI TilE POPULATION. THE DEMTE IS REAllY OVER \'JHETHER 

VIE HANT TO HAVE EQU.4LITY OF OPPORTUNITY FOR .4ll INDIVIDUAL nEf1BERS 

OF THESE GROUPS, OR 11HETHER HE I'/Ain TO TIE GROUP REHARD TO ['Wf1ERICAl 

REPRESENTATIOiL REGARDLESS OF INDIVIDUAL f·1ERIT. 

,4S All POllS H,WE SHOH[L VERY FEI PEOPLE HI OUR SOCIETY, HJ-

ClUDING BLACKS, PREFER THE LATTER APPROACH, MID FOR GOOD REASON. 

FOR OIIE THING, IT RUBS AGAHJST THE GRMN OF TRADITIONAL Af'lERICM! 

VALUES SUCH AS INDIVIDUALISi'L FAIR PLAY, AND LIf·1ITED GOVERi'JME!lT. A 

SYSTEi'l HH I CH TAKES FRon SOP1E THEI R HARD-EARNED REI1ARDS AND GIVES 

TO OTHERS UNEARNED BENEFITS HIll INEVITABLY CREATE FEElIrlGS OF 

RESENTf1EiJT M10NG THE FORf1ER HITflOUT ENHANCING THE SElF-ESTEHl OF 

THE LATTER. IT \/Ill FOSTER AN ATTITUDE OF CYNICIsr·l TOl'/ARD TilE RIG-

SED SYSTEM ITSELF, AS l:iEll AS A SE:ISE OF POHERlESSNESS IN RELATION 

TO THE Of'1NIPOTENT CENTRAL AUTIIORITY ',mICH WOULD DETERf'1IrJE HHO GETS 
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ViHAT. IT HOULD J FOR OBVIOUS REASONS J BE SOCIALLY DIVISIVEJ SETTWG 

ONE GROUP AGAINST ANOTHER. IT HOULD ALSO TEND TO DAr1PEN Af1BITION 

AND DISCOURAGE ACHIEVEf1ENL LEADING TO AN OVERALL DECLINE IN STANDARDS 

OF PERFOR~WlCE ANDJ CONSEQUEfHLYJ IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE AS HELL. 

QUOTASJ IN SHORTJ GIVE THE CONCEPT OF EQUALITY A BAD NAf1EJ AND 

IT DOESWT SEEf1 11ISE TO LIi1I( THE FUTURE OF SOCIAL JUSTICE TO SUCH 

A QUESTIOiiABLE PROPOSITIOIL IT \'IOULD APPE,;R TO flAKE LEAST SENSE 

FROf'1 THE POINT OF VIE\4 OF THE POOR ¥lHO HAVE NOTHING TO GAHJ FR0i1 A 

DECLWE IN STAImARDS. WDEEDJ THE POOR HOIJLD BE f~OST If'l~lEDIATELY 

DISADVANTAGED BY SUCH A DECLWEJ SIrKE IT IS IN THEIR SCHOOLS TlIAT 

ST.4NDARDS \~OULD FIRST BE ALLO\1ED TO DROP. THE REASON IS SH1PLE: 

IT IS THERE THAT Slll,r,lDARDS ARE ~10ST EXPEiiSIVE TO flll,INTArr.!. 

Sor'lE PEOPLE ARE CONSTANTLY Oil THE LOOKOUT FOR CHEAP SOLUTIONS 

TO THE PROBLEf-1S OF THE POORJ THEIR 1'10TIVE BEING TO GET THE POOR OFF 

THEIR BACKS AT THE LEAST POSSIBLE COST TO THEr-1SELVES. IF THIS CAN 

BE DONE IN A I1AY THAT APPEARS TO BE "IN THE IrlTEREST" OF THE POORJ 

ALL THE BETTER. DURInG THE COrnROVERSY A DECADE AGO OVER COrQr·1UNITY 

CONTROL OF THE SCHOOLS IN NEH YORKJ A PRESTIGIOUS FOlJrmATION OFFICIAL 

ViHO POSED AS A DEFENDER OF THE POOR H{.I,S ASKED IF CO~li'1U~lITY CONTROL 



~'IOULD ACTUALLY IMPROVE THE EDUCATIONAL STAi'JD,qRDS OF POOR CH I LDREN 

HI GHETTO SCHOOLS. IT PROBABLY vJOULDN'L HE SAID, BUT AT LEAST 

WITH COf.1;'lUNITY CONTROL THE POOR HOULD HAVE ONLY THEMSELVES TO BLAME 

FOR THEIR FAILURE. AT THE TII1L SUCH CYNICIS~1 f'II~SQUER:~DED AS EDU-

CIH I ONAL REFOR11. WE SHOULD i(rJOH BETTER BY NOW. 

YET THE SMlE PHEfJOf'1EfWrL CALL IT THE LIBERAL COP-OUL EXISTS 

TODAY, I FIN A DIFFERENT FORi'1. f1ANY ldHO OPPOSE STANDARD I ZED INTEL-

LIGENcE TESTS CLqH1 TO SPEAK FOR THE POOR, BUT DO THEY REALLY? 

SUCH TESTS, HE ARE TOLD, ONLY MEASURE IIflIDDLE Cli~SSII SKILLS AND, 

THEREFORe DISCRHlINATE AGAINST THE LOl'lER CLASS. THE NATIONAL EDU-

CATION ASSOCIATION HAS TAKEN THIS VIHI - INDEED, IT HAS CALLED FOR 

A j"10RATORIUi\1 IN ALL TESTING. BUT HHAT ARE MIDDLE CLASS SKILLS? 

ARE THEY THE AB I LI TY TO HR ITE CLEARLY, TO TH WK LOG I CALLY, AND TO 

RE.qD H ITH COMPREHENS ION? PERHAPS THEY I NCLUDE THE f'1ASTER I NG OF THE 

USE OF LANGU,L\GE AT SOMETH I NG ABOVE AN 3TH-GRADE LEVEL OR BE I NG ABLE 

TO DEVELOP A COMPLEX THOUGHT. THESE ARE NOT MIDDLE CLASS SKILLS, 

BUT SKILLS THAT EVERY STUDENT SHOULD LE.~RN IN ORDER TO PREPARE TO 

FUrICTION AT I~ REASONABLE LEVEL OF COf1PETENCE AS AN ADULT MID TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THE POLITICAL AND CULTURAL LIFE OF THE SOCIETY. 

THOSE HHO SAY THAT THE POOR ~IEED NOT LEARiJ SUCH SKILLS BASE 
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THEIR VIHiS 011 GrlE OR f10RE PROPOSITIONS: (1) THAT THE POOR SHOULD 

STAY IiI THEIR PLACL A VIEH HHICH IS BLATANTLY ArHI-DEMOCRATIC; 

(2) THAT IT IS ['IORE IrlPORTANT TO REDUCE SOCIAL TENSIONS THAN TO 

EDUCATE YOUNG PEOPLE) A VIEH THAT IS CYNICAL; (3) THAT EACH THOUGHT 

OR USE OF LANGUAGE IS AS GOOD AS ANY OTHER) IN HHICH CASE ALL INTEL-

LECTUAL STANDARDS DISSOLVE UlTO A mST OF f'lINDLESS CULTURAL RELATIVISM; 

OR (4) THAT TEACHING THE OFFICIAL CULTURE IS REALLY AN ATTEr1PT TO 

"SOCIALIZE TO THE VALUES OF AN OPPRESSOR) "IN THE WORDS OF AN EDU-

C.~TIOljAL liRITER \1110 HON THE NATIONAL BOOK AlvARD) IN HHICH CASE SCHOOLS 

SHOULD DISPENSE \-lITH EDUCATION ALTOGETHER AND) IN THE \10RDS OF THE 

SAfE liRITER) "TOIL FOR THE LIBERATIOIl AI~D THE POTENCY OF THE OPPRESSED," 

SIG1'IIFICANTLY) SUCH VIEHS DO nOT mERGE FRar'1 THE LO\,!ER CLASS HHOSE 

['lEnBERS) GENERALLY SPEAKI NG) HAtH TO GET AHE/~D) BUT FROf1 THE r·l0RE 

AFFLUEfH ELErlENTS OF THE POPULATION HHICH HAiH TO HOLD ON TO THEIR 

PRIVILEGES OR TO USE THE POOR TO PLAY OUT THEIR REVOLUTIGrI/~RY 

FANll'IS I ES , 

IMPLICIT IN THE NOTIOiJ THAT STAflDARDIZED TESTS DISCRH1INATE 

AGAIfJST THE POOR IS THE r1ISTAKEn VIEH THAT THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF 

TESTS I S TO DETERf'll NE \fiJO HI LL GET AHEAD I i~ SCHOOL OR HJ Ef·1PLOYf1ENT. 

",. 



THIS IS orJE PURPOSE OF TESTS, TflOUGH THEY PROVIDE ONLY PART OF THE 

I NFORr'l~ TI ON THAT SCHOOLS Ai,JD ErlPLOYERS iJEED TO DETERflI NE THE QUALI F 1-

CATIONS OF APPLICANTS. BUT THIS IS nOT THEIR ONLY PURPOSE. "PROPERLY/' 

SIDNEY HOOK HAS YlRITTEN J "INTELLIGENCE TESTS SHOULD BE USED LIKE 

r1EDICAL TESTS TO LOC;UE PROBLHlS THAT nAY REOUIRE SPECIAL TRE,~mENT. 

THE PO liJT I S [JOT TO COf1P.ARE THE CH I LD vi ITti OTHERS BUT TO DETERrH NE 

\'IHETHER HE IS HORKING BELOH OR UP TO HIS Po\iERS, AND TO HELP fln1 

GROVI.:: TESTIUG, THEREFORL IS ONE TOOL TO FURTHER THE FULL REALI-

zATIoN OF EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY. ABANDONING IT I:JOULD BE AN lilSTANCE 

OF EDUCATIOrJAL NEGLECT AS H,~Rp1FUL TO A YOUNG PERSON'S UJTELLECTUAL 

DEVELOPflENT AS THE ELIf1INATION OF ~lEDICAL CHECK-UPS HOULD BE TO HIS 

HEALTH. 

THE DEBATE OVER QUOTAS AND TESTING Iimlc.~TES THAT THERE ARE 

STROflG PRESSURESI1J OUR SOCIETY TO SOLVE SOCIAL PROBLH1S BY CHIPPING 

AiiAY AT EDUCATIONAL STAND.ARDS. I SUBr1IT THAT CHEAP SOLUTIONS DON'T 

HORKj INDEED, THAT THEY HARM SOCIETY BY LOv.JERING PERFORiWJCE STANDARDS 

AND ALSO HARf:l THE POOR BY NOT PREPARING THEf"l ADEQUATELY TO FACE LIFE 

IN HHAT IS STILL A Cor·1PETITIVE SOCIETY. f.10REOVER, TO THE DEGREE 

THAT EDUCA TI OiJAL STAfJDARDS ARE ALL0\4ED TO DROP, THE FEELHJS IS BOU~lD 



TO SPREAD THAT SCHOOLING IS NOT SDr'lETHING HORTH PAYING ~lUCH FOR. 

HE SEE HERE A VICIOUS CYCLE: L0\1ER STANDARDS LEADING TO 

L 0 HER E X PEN D I T U RES. HHICH, IN TURN, CONTRIBUTE 

TO FURTHER DETERIORATION IN QUALITY OF EDUCATION. AT A TH1E OF CON-

SIDERABLE PUBLIC PRESSURE TO CUT BACK ON ALL GOVERrmEflT EXPENDITURES, 

THE TENDENCY HEREIN DESCRIBED COULD GATHER CONSIDERABLE ~10r1E;nUM. 

THERE ARE NO EASY ANSHERS TO THE PROBLEMS I HAVE DESCRIBED. IF, 

AS I HAVE SUGGESTED, THE PROBLENS ARE ROOTED IN A CRISIS OF BELIEF IN 

DH10CRACY, THEN THE BEGINNING OF AN ANSWER LIES IN THE REVIVAL OF 

THE DEMOCRATIC IDEA. IT IS NECESSARY TO AFFI~\l DEi'10CRACY NOT JUST 

AS A POLITICAL CONCEPL BUT ALSO AS A MORAL CONCEPT ~lEArlING, IN SIDi~EY 

HOOK'S WORDS, "DENOCRACY AS A WAY OF LIFE." IN NO FIELD OF ENDEAVOR 

IS THIS i10RE IMPORTANT THAN EDUCATION I'IHERE CORE VALUES ARE TRANS-

rUTTED TO NEH GENERATIONS IN A CONTINUAL PROCESS OF RENEHAL. 

TEACHERS HAVE AN ESPECIALLY HlPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN THE REVIVAL 

OF THE DEMOCRATIC IDEA IN EDUCATION. FOR THEM, DEMOCRACY AND EDU-

CATION ARE NATURALLY AND NECESSARILY LINKED TOGETHER. THEY, AFTER 

ALL, ARE THE ONES ~!HO HAVE CHOSEN THE TASK OF TEACHIi~G THE YOUNG. 

FOR THEf·L TIlEREFORL QUALITY EDUCATION IS A ~lATTER OF PROFESSIOij,~L 
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COf'lf'lITflENT. f10REOVER, SINCE IT IS THEI R JOB TO EDUCATE ALL YOUNG 

PEOPLE, THEY \~ILL WANT TO BE SURE THAT THEY CArl PERFORr1 THEIR TASK 

THOROUGHLY AND WELL. EVhl A PARTIAL FAILURE WILL AFFECT THEIR PRO-

FESSIONAL SELF-ESTEEf1, AS HELL AS THE ESTEEr'1 IN HHICH THEY ARE HELD 

BY SOCIETY. IT ALSO FOLLOHS THAT SINCE THEY ARE THE ONES RESPOiISIBLE 

FOR EDUCATING THE YOUNG, THEY HILL HANT A VOICE IN SHAPING EDUCATIONAL 

POLICY. IF TEACHING IS TRULY A PROFESSIOiL MID IF TEACHERS \JILL BE 

HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN OUR SCHOOLS, THEtl 

THEY OBVIOUSLY f1UST BE INCLUDED IN THE PROCESS OF EDUCATIO!tA.L DECISION-

f'lAKI NG. FOR TEACHERS, DE~10CRACY 11UST PREVAI L AT BOTH ENDS OF THE 

EDUCATIONAL PROCESS - IiI THE FOR~lATIOi'J OF POLICY AND IN THE PROVISION 

OF QUALI TY EDUCA TI Oil TO ALL YOUNG PEOPLE. 

INCREASINGLY, TEACHERS ARE SEEIflG THAT IN ORDER TO DEFEND THEIR 

PROFESSIONAL DIGNITY AS WELL AS THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN OUR 

SOCIETY, THEY f1UST BE ORGAfJIZED. SO FAR, UNIONIZATION OF THE TEACH-

IIlG PROFESSION HAS PROGRESSED i·l0ST RAPIDLY IN SCHOOLS BELOI'I THE COLLEGE 

LEVEL. BUT IT IS NOH EXPAf.lDING IN COLLEGES AS HELL AT TIr1ES TO THE 

DISf'lAY OF ADr1INISTRATORS AND OTHERS CONCERNED ABOUT THE FUTURE OF 

HIGHER EDUCATIOI'j IN A1-1ERICA. 
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i"lUCH OF THIS CONCERN SEEMS TO BE BASED ON TilE FEAR THAT UNION-

IZATION ,I.\;m COLLECTIVE BARGAINHIG HILL DESTROY THE ENVIRorl~lENT OF 

COLLEGIALITY THAT IS NECESSARY TO THE SUCCESSFUL FUNCTIONING OF THE 

UNIVERSITY. THIS FEAR IS GROUNDLESS. COLLEGIALITY, AS I UNDERSTAND 

THE TERf1, i1EANS A SHARING OF AUTHORITY N'101lG PROFESSIONAL COLLEAGUES 

HITHIN THE UNIVERSITY COr1flU~HTY. COLLEGIALITY REQUIRES AN APPROPRIATE 

DIVISION OF LABOR AiD AUTHORITY Afl0NG FACULTY Arm ,/J,DMINISTRATORS, VlHO 

TOGETHER SHARE THE RESPotlSIBILITY FOR f'lAHlTAHHiJG THE HELL-BEII'~G, 

INTEGRITY, Arm I iJDEPENDENCE OF THE UNIVERS ITY COf1f,lUNITY. FRANKLY, 

I DO NOT l<NOH OF A BETIER METHOD OF ACHIEVING TRUE COLLEGLI.\LITY THAn 

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING. WE SHOULD RE['1Er'lBER THAT COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 

IS NOT SIf1PLY A r'lETHOD OF DETERMINING ¥rAGES M1D HOURS OF H1PLOYEES. 

IT IS A SYSTE~l OF SHARED DECISIOrH1AKING, JOINT PLANrHNG, AND PROBLEf1-

SOLVING, A SYSTEf'l HHICH ENCOURAGES PARTICIPATION AND COOPERATION IN 

DOING THAT HHICH IS NECESSARY TO ~lAI<E THE UNIVERSITY A HEALTHY, 

VIABLE II~STITUTIOrL THE ALTERNATIVE IS A SYSTEr!l vJHEREBY DECISIONS 

ARE HANDED DOViN FRDr1 ON HIGH BY A BUREAUCRATIC AUTHORITY .I.\ND RECEIVED 

PASSIVELY, IF S011B~IIAT RESENTFULLY, BY THE F,I.\CULTY. I CAN THUIK OF 

rwlY HORDS TO DESCRIBE SUCII A SYSTEit BUT COLLEG IAL vlOULD [lOT BE ONE 

OF THEi'l. 
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THE VIE\~ THAT COLLEGIALITY AND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING ,~RE ANTI-

THETICAL IS BASED ON THE ASSurlPTION THAT THE FACULTY IS NOL IN 

f'lARTIN f'10RAND'S ¥lORDS, "PROFESSIONALS IHTH A STRONG VESTED EHPLOY-

~lEin INTEREST IN THE EDUCATIONAL FUNCTION OF THE INSTITUTION." IN 

FACL THAT IS EXACTLY W1AT THEY ARE. ONE CANNOT SIf'lULTANEOUSLY 

l'lAWTAIN THAT THE FACULTY li THE UNIVERSITY, A \~ELL-ESTABLISHED 

VIEI'L AND THAT A UNIOr'j OF THE FACULTY IS FOREIGN TO HIE UNIVERSITY 

AND HARf·IFUL TO ITS BEST INTERESTS AS A;j INSTITUTION. OF COURSE, IF 

ONE STRONGLY ADHERES TO THIS VIEH, IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE m~T COLLECTIVE 

BARGAINI1JG HILL RESULT IN Ml ADVERSARY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FACULTY 

Ai~D ADf'lINISTRATIOfL BUT IF IT IS ASSUMED THAT THE FACULTY VITALLY 

CARES ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY AND VlArHS TO DO HHAT IT CAI~,AS A PROFES-

. SIONAL BODY, TO flAKE THE UNIVERSITY AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION OF 

EXCELLENCE, THEN COLLECTIVE BARGAHHNG SHOULD BE I'JELCOMED. 

I SAY HELCQf'IED BECAUSL IN ~1Y VIE1tL FACULTY UNIONISt1 IS NOT ONLY 

INEVITABLE IN THE i'10DERIl UNIVERSITY, BUT ALSO NECESSARY FRor~ AN EDU-

CATIONAL POINT OF VIEW. IF THE FACULTY, AS A PROFESSIONAL GROUP, HAS 

A NATURAL DESIRE TO NAINTAIN HIGH EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS AND A HEALTHY, 

PROSPEROUS UNIVERSITY, IT FOLLo\~S THAT PROFESSORS HILL BE BETTER ABt: 
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TO REALIZE THIS DESIRE IF THEY ARE ORGANIZED. UNIONS ARE ESTABLISHED 

ONLY BECAUSE THEIR r1Ef·1BERS BELIEVE THAT IN ORGANIZATIOn THERE IS 

STREiJGTH. I DON'T THINK THERE IS ANYTHING THE UNIVERSITY nEEDS i'10RE 

TODAY THAN A STRONG, ORGANIZED VOICE TO SPEAK IN ITS INTEREST. F,~CULTY 

UNIONISM CAN PROVIDE SUCH A VOICE. 

liE SIMPLY CANNOT RELY UPON THE ADMHIISTRATION TO RESIST PRESSURES 

THAT EXIST TODAY TO HATER DOW~ ACADEfvlIC STANDARDS. WHATEVER ITS PRO-

FESSIOIIAL COf1l'lITf'lENTS, AND I Nl NOT QUESTIONING THErL THE ADMIiHS-

TR.~TIOrj IS FREQUENTLY TOO READY TO ACCOMODATE TO POLITICAL PRESSURES 

TO ENFORCE QUOTAS, OR RELAX STANDARDS, OR CUT BACK ON ACADEf1I C PROGRAr'lS. 

I SHOULD THINK THAT IT HOULD I~ELCO~lE A STROi~G FACULTY VOICE HHICH S.WS 

THAT IT IS POSSIBLE TO EXPAND EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL OUR 

YOUNG PEOPLE HHIlE PROTECTING THE INTEGRITY OF THE UNIVERSITY. 

THE STRENGTH OF FACULTY UNIONIsrl LIES NOT JUST IN THE FACT THAT 

IT IS AN ORGANIZED SOURCE OF ADVOCACY FOR THE UNIVERSITY. AS AN 

ORGANIZED FORCE, IT HOULD ALSO BE IN THE POSITION TO FORf1 COALITIONS 

\'HTH OTHER GROUPS IN THE INTEREST OF STRENGTHENING THE POLITICAL 

SUPPORT FOR GOVERr~MENT POLICIES HELPFUL TO THE UNIVERSITY. THERE IS 

A SEE~lHIG PARADOX HERL SINCE I HAVE SPOKEN OF THE NEED TO KEEP 
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POLITICS OUT OF EDUCATION. BUT IT IS REALLY flO PARADOX AT ALL FOR 

THE nHERVENTI O:~ BY EDUCATIONAL ORGAN I ZA TI ONS IfHO POLI TI CS TO PROf10TE 

THE WELL-BEING OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IS QUITE A DIFFERENT THING 

FRO~l THE POLITICIZATIGrJ OF EDUCATION. TODAY IT IS nECESSARY FOR 

EDUCATORS TO DEVELOP POLITICAL POWER OUTSIDE THE unIVERSITY IN ORDER, 

ON THE Of'JE HAND, TO RES I ST THE I NTRUS IO[~ OF POLI TI CAL POHER \'I ITH HJ 

THE UNIVERSITY AND, ON THE OTHER, TO SECURE FOR THE UNIVERSITY THE 

FFJMCIAL SUPPORT THAT IS NEEDED IF IT IS TO DO ITS JOB l'fELL. CLEAR-

LY THESE HIO OBJECTIVES ARE IrlTERDEPEiJDENL FOR IF THE UNIVERSITY 

IS POLITICIZED AiID EDUCATIONAL STAiJDARDS DECLINE, THERE IHLL BE LESS 

INCENTIVE FOR THE PUBLIC, AND PUBLIC OFFICIALS, TO PROVIDE THE UNI-

VERSITY WITH INCREASED ASSISTANCE. THE UNIVERSITY f1UST BE CREDIBLE 

. AS AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION IF IT IS TO RECEIVE ArID HARRArH PUBLIC 

. SUPPORT. AN ORGAN IZED FACULTY, Hill CH HAS A PROFESSIONAL Cor'lf'lITr-1ENT 

TO ACADEmc CREDIBILITY, HOULD SEEM A ill IDEAL VOICE TO TAKE THE CASE 

FOR THE UNIVERSITY BEFORE THE PUBLIC. 

MOREOVER, IT IS THE NATURE OF FACULTY UNIONIS~l TO SEEK THE EX-

PANSION OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUtHTIES. IT IS, FIRST OF ALL ,n, PART 

OF THE LABOR NOVEf1ENT I'IH I CH CRUSADED FOR FREE SCHOOLI UG I N THE 19TH 
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CErnURY Arm HAS BEEN AND REf'lAINS TODAY A STRONG ADVOCATE OF ~lASS 

HIGHER EDUCATIOtl. FACULTY UNIONS NOT ONLY SHARE THESE COM['1IH1ENTS 

\'lITH THE LABOR MOVEf'lErn AS A HHOLE) BUT FIND IN OTHER UilIOiIS AH IN-

DISPENSABLE SOURCE OF SUPPORT FOR POLICIES OF IIKREASED ASSISTANCE 

TO HIGHER EDuc/mON AND FOR PROGRA~lS OF CAREER AND ADULT EDUCATION. 

SO~lE MIDDLE CLASS CRITICS OF EDUCATION IN Af'lERICA ['iAY HAtH LESS FORMAL 

SCHOOLING AND f10RE 'dORK EXPERIENCE. HORKERS) \'IHO !(NOH sm'lETHING 

ABOUT \WRK VlANT [-lORE SCHOOLIi'IG. THEY HAVEN'T GIVEN UP ON THE SCHOOLS, 

AND THEY PROVIDE VALUABLE ALLIES TO FACULTY UNIONISTS IN THE EFFORT 

TO PRonOTE GRE.~TER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY. 

['lOREOVER) AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FACULTIES OF PUBLI C 

UtlIVERSITIES, FACULTY Ut'IIONS ViOULD BE At'lorlG THE STRONGEST ADVOCATES 

. FOR SUPPORT TO THESE Ii'lSTITUTIONS. THEY HOULD BE NATURALLY INCLINED 

TO VIEH HIGHER EDUCATION NOT AS A PRIVILEGE FOR A sr1ALL ELITE. BUT 

AS A RIGHT FOR ALL YOUNG PEOPLE. AS TilE REPRESENTATIVES OF THOSE 

VlHO TEACH IN THESE INSTITUTIONS) FACULTY UNIGrIS I-WULD INSIST THAT 

PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION BE ADEQUATELY FUNDED) SO THAT EQUAL EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITY DOES rlOT BECOf>lE A EUPHEI1ISM FOR LOHERWG EDUCATIONAL 

STANDARDS Arm ,i\cHIEVErlENT. ,~S I POWTED OUT EARLIER, EQUAL EDUCATIONAL 
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OPPORTUNITY) IF IT IS TO BE HEANINGFUL vJILL REQUIRE A PUBLIC Cor1~lIT-

f1EiH TO i'10RE .~ND BETTER EDUCATION FOR r'10RE YOUNG PEOPLE. Itl THE 

PROCESS OF HELPING THE UNIVERSITIES DO THIS JOB I'JELL FACULTY UNIONS 

HOULD FE BROADENING THE CGriSTITUEfiCY IN THE COUNTRY THAT SUPPORTS 

INCKEASED AID TO HIGHER EDUCATION. 

THE COMf'10N INTEREST ImICH FACULTY UNIONS HAVE vHTH OTHER TRADE 

UNIONS AND HITH THE BROADER PUBLIC IS EVIDENT IF HE CONSIDER THE 

DEGREE TO HHICH EDUCATIONAL POLICY IS INFLUENCED BY THE OVERALL SOCIAL 

MID ECONor-1IC CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY. IF THERE IS HEAVY UNH1PLOY-.. 
f'lENL THE GOVERN~lEI'lT SmPLY HILL NOT HAVE THE TAX r'10NIES TO FUND 

ADEQUATELY HIGHER EDUCATION. IT IS ESTH1ATED THAT EVERY PERCENTAGE 

POINT OF UNH1PLOYf·1ENT COSTS THE GOVERrlr~mT SO~1E $16 BILLION IN TAX 

. REVENUES. NO HONDER THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT FUNDS 

FOR SOCIAL PROGRAMS) GIVEN THE OFFICIAL LEVEL OF UNEf·1PLOyr1ENT TODAY 

AND THE LEVEL OF H IDDEN UNEf~PLOYnEtIT THAT NEVER GETS RECORDED. IN 

SOf'lE RESPECTS) THE FATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION IS ~10RE CLOSELY TIED TO 

PREVAILING ECONOflIC CONDITIONS THAN IS THE FATE OF OTHER SERVICES 

REQUIRING PUBLIC EXPENDITURES. IF FUNDS ARE SHORL CUTS ARE FAR 

110RE LIKELY TO BE MADE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION THAN FOR POLlCE OR FIRE 
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PROTECTION. HIGHER EDUCATION IS NOT. IN THIS SENSE. AN ESSENTIAL 

SERVICE BUT WILL BE FUNDED ACCORDING TO THE AVAILABILITY OF RE-

SOURCES AND THE EXTENT OF POPULAR DEI'lAND. FOR THIS REASON) TEACHERS 

AND COLLEGE FACULTY NEt'lEERS ~lUST PARTICIPATE Hl BROAD COALITIONS 

HHICH SEEK TO INFLUENCE THE SOCIAL Arm ECONor1IC POLICIES OF GOVERN-

NENT. THEY CANNOT RETREAT INTO AN INDEPENDENT PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION) 

AS THE riEA ADVOCATES, BUT MUST BE ACTIVELY INVOLVED \~ITH THOSE OUTSIDE 

THE EDUCATIOri PROFESSION WHO SHARE VlITH TEACHERS A Cor1HON INTEREST IN 

FULL H1PLOY~lENT AND ECONOMI C GROHTH. 

AS WE HAVE SEEN, OPPOSITION TO THE IDEA OF A DEMOCRATIC UNIVERSITY 

PROVIDING A LIBERAL EDUCATION TO HlCRE.~SING NUi'1BERS OF YOUNG PEOPLE. 

~lEETS HITH OPPOSITION TODAY FROM f1ANY SOURCES: FRot1 EDUCATIONAL CON-

·SERVATIVES WHO WANT TO RESTRICT HIGHER EDUCATION TO A SMALL ELITE OF 

THE POPULATION, FROM FISCAL CONSERVATIVES WHO DOWT v/ANT TO PAY FOR 

PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION, FROM Sot1E LIBERALS WHO FEEL THAT EDUCATIONAL 

STANDARDS MUST BE SACRIFICED TO ADVANCE SOCIAL CAUSES, AND FRor1 A 

HOST OF EDUCATIONAL REFORf1ERS \</HO ARE CONVINCED THAT FORMAL SCHOOLIilG 

IS EITHER OPPRESSIVE OR A \~ASTE OF TIME. BUT IF AMERICA IS TO RU11i,l;; 

A STRONG AND VIABLE DEMOCRACY, IT NEEDS A SYSTEf1 OF DEMOCRATIC 
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EDUCATION THAT ALLOHS ALL PEOPLE THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN AND TO 

DEVELOP THEMSELVES TO THE FULLEST. FOR TEACHER UNIONISTS, THIS IS 

NOT A GOAL RECENTLY DISCOVERED OR NEWLY ESPOUSED. THE FIRST ISSUE 

OF THE Af1ERICAN TEACHER, PUBLISHED BY TEACHER UNIONISTS IN 1912, 

CARRIED ACROSS ITS MASTHEAD THE 110RDS: "DEMOCRACY IN EDUCATION; 

EDUCATION FOR DEf10CRACY." THIS IS STILL THE GOAL OF TEACHERS: DEMO-

CRACY IN THE GOVERNANCE OF OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEN, AND EDUCATION AS 

THE PREREQUISITE FOR A HEALTHY DH10CRATIC SYSTEf1. TODAY, THE QUESTION 

IS NOT HHETHER THE DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLE WILL BE APPLIED TO HIGHER 
• 

EDUCATION, BUT HOI., THIS HILL BE DONE •. IT CArL IN MY VIEW, BE DONE IN 

A \1AY THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH NEWMAN'S VISION OF WHAT A UNIVERSITY 

SHOULD BE. THE POINT IS NOT JUST TO PRESERVE THIS VISION, BUT TO 

·;WPLY IT TO UNIVERSITY EDUCATION IN A SOCIETY THAT IS TRULY DEMOCRATIC. 


