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TELEPHONE

g SHEPHERD'S BUSH
SPCE?::I:::(RV 2020 (12 LNES)

EXTN. NoO. _l.(.l l

LONDON"

93-95 WOOD LANE

(OPPOSITE WOOD LANE TUBE STATION)

SHEPHERD'S BUSH
LONDON'W:12

OUR R YOUR REF DATE

ALL OFFERS ARE SUBJECT
TO BEING UNSOLD

JMB/VEG,

Miss Elsie Eaves,

¢/o The McGraw-Hill Publishine Co.,Inc., 20th,
320, West 42 Street, December,
New York City, U.S.A,. 1 955,

T

Dear Miss Eaves,
I have just received your name and address from

Miss Heneker who, as you probably know, is a director

of the International Federation of Busineas & Professional

Women .

I have been worrving her for some considerable time
to try and put me in touch with women who are engaged on
work similar to mine 2nd she has at last given me vour name
28 being the nearest to it.

I happen to be Sales Manager of a Structural Engineering
firm in London and I never realised how odd this job is
until I tried to join a few structural societies and asso-

ciations. An application seems to creste 2 minor earth-
gueke wherever ‘it is sent and the replies received are a2lmost
inevitable. All the man-made institutions tell me in fact,

that a woman connected with structurael engineering in a
responsible wav is such an exception that it does not werrant
making special regulations for thelr benefit, and I am told
that 1f I can find one or two women emploved in a similar
capacity, they will be very pleased to reconsider the decision.
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I am writing to vou because I should verv much like to
know whether women in your country are experiencing the same
difficulty and if so, whether ttle united action would
help.

Ybhars very
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Jamaary 15, 1936

Mrs, Jeanne Savage,

7. C. Jones & Co. Ltd-‘
93-956 Wood Lane,
Shepherd®s Bush,
London, %.1l2, England.

Dear Mrs. Savage:

Your letter of December 20 srrived during one of those periodic
peaks of activity that the publishimg business is heir to and I
have not beem able %o give it the thought that I should like to
before replying to you.

I regret that I did not know of your interest in women in structural
engineering activity when I was in London this spring, for we might
have found it more satisfactory to discuss the subject tham %o corre-
spond over ii. :

I cannot tell from your letter whether you are trained im eivil
engineering and sre practicing the technieal side of struetural
engineering or whether you are more interested in the business émd
of this work. A

There are a number of women in this country who have graduated from
engineering colleges and have held or are holding positions in engi-
neering offices. Unfortunately, they are so scattered that I do

not know any of them personally and only know of them through news-
paper clippings which people see and send me or which I pick up my-

" gelf. I graduated in civil engineering from the University of

Colorado, specializing in structural engineering. For several years
1 wes & combination seeretary amnd office engineer in the office of
Herbert S. Crocker, consulting engineer of Demver, Colo. Colonel
Crocker is an eminent engineer in this country; is a past president
of the American Society of Civil Engineers. Since I left Denver in
1926 I have been employed by Engineering News-Record, first as
Director of Market Surveys and now in addition as Manager of the
Business News Department, which gathers through 125 field reporters
the news of construction activity throughout the country; reportis
that news in classified items published in a report section of the
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magazine and develops from that news the Engineering News-Record
construction statistics. :

I do not remember the date, but I think it was 1927,1 was admitted
to the Amerie=n Society of Civil Engineers as an associate member
which is a corporate membership carrying voiing powers and requires
at the time of admission ®responsible charge of work as principal
or assistamt for at least one year and shall have beem in the active
practice of his profession for at least eight years.® Since that
time Miss Jane Rider has been admitted to corporste membershin in
the American Society of Civil Engineers. Her branch of the profes-
gion, however, is sanitary engineering and she was for several years
acting in the capacity of State Sanitary Engineer for the State of
Arigona., There are several Junior members of the Society. Those
with whom I have beem in touch have specialiged in esanitary engineer-

ing or work in hydraulics. :

It is a 1. ttle hard right now to judge what kind of a reception women
engineers are getting in this eountry. Unfortunately, the eivil
engineering profession has beem very seriously affected by the de-
pression, from which we apparemtly are now begimming to emerge, and
as nearly as T cam tell from observations the girls who have had
engineering training have fared meither better nor worse than the
men who are their contemporaries. I think the girk wundoubtedly have
a handiésp in overcoming the sheer forece of habit of thinking in terms
of men for an engineering Jjob.

Do you know Miss Hazlitt in London, and are you familiar with her
activities and the work she has dome for the Women's Engineering
Society, Ltd.? !

I am afraid I have not been very helpful. Perhaps you will tell me
more about yourself and give me another chance.

Cordially yours,

Elsie Baves
Manager, Business News Depariment

ENR.VV
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525 College Station
Pullman, Washington
March 20, 1929

Miss Klsie BEaves

Director of Market Surveys
Engineering News Record

MeGraw-Hill Publishing Company, Inc.
New York, New York.

Dear liiss Haves:

Professor Phelps kindly gave me tThe
letter you wrote him concerning my obtaining a job in
the field of engineering, and I want to express my
gratitude to you for your kindness.

You offered to send names of some
structural engineers and architects on the Pacific
Coast with whom I can get in touch. I will certainly
appreciate it for the only omes I have found are in the
eastern part of the country, and although if I get a
chance I will gladly go Hast, I believe I would prefer
to stay out here.

I thenk you for your offer, sand for
your adviece. I have had some experience in office work,
but had not thought of it as a wedge until I read your
letter.

Yours very truly,

(Pea) Wlakel Cedrsors
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