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July 12, 1932

Miss Helen Bonand;
171-A Mclean Ave,,
Yonkers, N. Y.

Dear Miss Desmond:

Your letter of June 5 was forwarded to me by
Mr, Bernays, and I am sorry to have kept you waiting so long
for a reply.

'ily philosophy of women entering the engineering profes-
sion is very well set forth in the article you vead in an outline
of careers for wamen,

I believe that an engineering education is an exception-
ally fine foundation for a business or professional career. I
think that any girl who tackles the job of cutting out an engin-
eering career for herself has tackled a hard Job, and she will
face many discouragements. Now is a particularly tad time %o look
for employment in this field.

The work, however, is pleasant and more remunerative than
positions for which less training is vequired, It is not as well
paying, however, as many of the other fields in which women are
working in larger mmbers,

As to sthools, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
bas graduated women engineers and architects. I am acquainted with
one civil engineering graduate, Miss Mary Soroka, who held a number
of engineering positions, including a position with Stone 2 Webster.
She is, or was, the last time I talked to her, one of the many en-
gineers out of work because of the severe decline in engineering
activities during present business conditions.

From my own point of view, I would recommend a co-educa-
tional school. You would find a wvery sympathetic faculty, as well
as an excellent faculty, at the University of Illinois. The dean
of the College of Engineering there, Milo M. Ketchum, and the head
of the Civil Engineering Department, W. C. Huntington, guided me
through my work at the University of Colorado. Cornell has an
excellent engineering college. A few yoars age it had the reputa-

tion of not being particularly friendly to feminine engineers,
but it may have reformed, :
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lMiss Helen Desmond--2

¥hen I planned to study engineering practically every-
body advised against it. I believe this is an excellent plan
for advisers to pursue., I would mot recommend that you go ahead
with engineering unless you want to so much that you can over-
come every objection that anybody could raise.

With best wishes.

Sincerely yours,

Director of Market Survepp

Elsie Eaves
ENRsMAC
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Hunteville, Ohio,
October 18, 1935.

Elsie Eaves,
54 West 51 &t. Street,
New York, New York.

Dear Madame:

In Business Science class I have to give a report on some vocation
and as I am very interested in Civil Engineering 1 have chosen it.

‘x I read your article on this subject in "Careers for Women".
Atwanswered some of my questions there are still some which I am in
the dark about. I am enclosing a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
Will you please write giving me the following informations

Does any college give Civil Engineering? How many years of college
Wwork are necessary and approximately what is the cost? Will you
recommend one good college? What are the chances of finding employ-
ment when you are through college? What are the chances of advancement?
And last, on an average, how much money can the civil engineer expect
during his first years out of college? His second? Ten years later?

I will appreciate it very much if you will send me thésedata.
It will help me with the report and will play an important part in my
deciding whether or not to take up civil engineering as a life worke.

Respectfully yours,

Helen Tracey.

e




October 30, 1935

Dear Miss Tracey:

Your letier of October 18 has beem forwarded to me and I shall
attempt to answer your ouestions as followss:

First, you ask if any collerc gives civil engineering, Yo, mot
necessarily, although most engineering colleges do have s eivil
engineering course. Your State University no doudt offers a
course in civil engineering, snd Purdme is a very well knowm
college of engineering.

Mozt engineering courses are four yesrs, although rome colleces
confer thelir degreee on o five year course. I am not strictly
up %o date on coste of college training these days end mugzest
that you write te the school you have in mind. The eost depends
largely on your living arrangements, of course, You will find
an sngineering course more expensive gemerally tham = straight
1liberal arts course since there are umally laboratory fees amd
the text bocks recuired memally averase slightly more than the
texte used in the gemersl course., Antioch College offers a com-
bination study and work plan shich reduees the cost materially :
and gives the studonts an opportunity ‘e gain nractiesl -mrim-
along with their wniversity tralning.

You ask what are the chances of finding employment whem you are
through college. This is impossible to ansscr aince there are
s0 many differemt paths thot you cam follow thromsh a civil engi-
neering course that the answer would depend entirely upon the
courges you pursue, your ability in handling the work, and the
economic situation at the time you fimish your course. Civil
engineers have smaffered severely during the depression and have
not yet fully recover~d their normal employment, although condi-
tions are much better than they were three years ago.




Miss Helen Tracey-- 2 October 0, 1925

As to civil engineers' earning capacity, I am sending you a re-
port on salaries prepared by the CommiS$tes on Salaries of the
American Society of Civil Engineere as it’m Mm& -
mmm ’de
B G S TP

- @ivil enginecering is prndndmtly a man's profnsion nd is set
up and orgenized to employ mem.. There are many functions in
eivil engineering that a girl ¢=n handle with ability, but she
should have such a genmuine liking for the work and such a gemuine
interest in what she wants to do that she will be able to over-
come the handieap of the habit of thizking of men as the only ones

trained for that tyre of work. Unless you have exceptional talent
in mathematics, mechanics and amslytical sbility together with a
Mn!muamudimo!harﬁmﬂ. I suggest that you would
ﬂ:ﬁ casier mmwmz dwad in than civil, mm-m.

!_'mr-a very. trmly,

Plsis Naves
mr. m&mu lam mt

r






