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| Miss Tirginia A, Swaty, L
| 725 Buclid Ave.,
. Syracuse, N.T.

Ll

.'f;-..imﬂ"ﬁu Swaty: .' i v il ‘ i
.-" ; ‘I u very interested in learning from your letser p" }Bm 25 that ‘ i
you have completed a course in civil qngineari.ng and are. getting ready
*Gmupon the task of using your training.

You ael: what I think about a woman's chence im thls so~called m‘
_profession and what I consider the best way to enter the field.  Before
1 try to answer this, I suggest that you read: the chapter on Givil
lngmating which I prepared for "An Outline of Careers for Women , "

| which was' eddted by Doris B, Flieschman and published vy muw Dorsn,
Ion will ilnd some of the apswers to your quesﬁions. o i

I llicht wam you that I am very radical on the aubjeot! I think that

. women should enter the fisld of civil enginsering snd advance in it

'+ through their ability and without benefit of ballyhoo. Due to the fact
fhat so few women enter the field, the ballyhoo is easier to get some-
tius than to avoid. A slower start means a nmch ‘more pronising future. i
Se mdn for philosopby ; : S e Feneh {

n to t&e praeuca.l mesns. bf«getﬂ.ng your first Job, that is & more ime
Miah and interesting subject. I started out with the theory that e
 secretarial training-- shorthand, typing and ’huokkodp!ng-—- would be an ‘ iy
;-lmuoat wedge. I found it so and if I were starting out again I _ gL
would add that equipment to my engineering m!niu. ! A mecretarial B
| pesition with a fine engineer offers advantages in the way of eppreatice-
. ship and further treining that are unexcelled. ‘Depending upon $he size
' of the offiee and the volume of Btlnographic work, $here might even dbe

: ,*_t!.u to kcep xm hand in on some of the ﬁradu. uant aaﬂmﬂng and do-

“'1 ‘ : | iy AR
. ,m. ﬂcld. partaenlarly aawago diapesa.l. is one of the mos ¢ promising e

hranshea at civil englmr&ng for its Md;atg on‘.‘lock. ; L
Hﬁu .rm Rider who is o.llo au asaoclate mniber of the Aperican Soclet;r ' o
,of Civil Engineers, is a bacteriologist and was director of the 1aboratory

m the State Health Depnrtunt in Lr&m ‘ She perfomd the duties
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Hics Mary Besther Poormam,
1001 Eorth Doarvors, ;
Ghiczgo, 111,

ot Dear. Wos Poormsni

A\

‘!'qrhpd 1’11 have better

\
i

thh nekfrouamm h m&mror narl
ug:hm Araining and who poseibly could translate
'-tu!nical German. The job s a lidrariamts jJob with the Vestern
Flectric Compamy amnd he wamte the combination of library train-
; 'h; or experiemce with the techmical trainimg. It would pay $30
t:o:as a week, but I doubt whether it vould be a ;ood !t.pping
s {79

v ) o

:ml uid. you cn vrite -to hiu dlreut if yw. want more information:
i 1 l

B: I. “' Baklr.- |
28 ' Western ﬂectric COmnm.
Koamy I.J'_*

Ji"r‘

""_nm Baves TR .
lanager. lnmeu feu Inpartlcnt




that is going shead.’

plans for going after 1%.

-'.Mu m vhtmym mnr mt %0 & mt uﬁ b & mn be glad
1 %o give you an meh«rpmﬂmlt think 4t mey be and
. what would m a ;nmm. nm of aohg mor that kind
il l“ a. #“- ;

{EE

Miss Meredith E. Thoms,

,‘{&

1 am my htm:tea in your letter of lu-eh 19 and shall be. £lad
to offer amy m;tlan thot I can rhieh m !aa‘!p you in 1mt-

lng upmt $he type you seek.

' -‘!uu have an utml;r interesting apcﬂem ﬂm and dmnd be

eble to ersate a2 very interesting job for mrs-nlf in tho work

\ .

©OZt 18 & 18816 A4250u1Y to aviin o8 b speeifie method of ptng

_affer a job without dmowing what your requirements sre. How much

stability do you have to have im & Job? Do you wish to use a

. dob as segretsry to an engineer or a conbractor as a springbeard
. iato a positiom where you can make direet nse of your enginser-
' 4ing training? Do you resd the engineering magasines so that you
i m vhat is going on in the engimsering professiom 2t all times?
| 'Do you want %o slay in the field of engineering con Avith ths
. m$ilization and comserwation of water? You see it is necessary

%0 deseride falrly definitely what you m botnw m can dovelop

Mmﬂa ym. i

Elsis Baves o HE
Director of Market Surveys.
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3100 R Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska,
March 19, 1935.

Miss Elsie Baves,

Director of Market Surveys,
Engineering News-Record,
330 West 42nd Street,

New York, N. Y.

Dear Miss Eaves:

Professor H., J. Kesner of the University of
Nebraska suggested that I write to you for advice.

Cn the enclosed sheet you will find a brief
record of my education and employment. I majored in
structural engineering while in school, but since then
have worked principally on irrization and water power
projects, I am now employed as a secretary at the
University of Nebraska, but there is no chance for
advancement.,

I am anxious to obtain a2 secretarial position
with an engineering or contracting firm, I appreciate
that it is difficult to secure such work now, but I do
think that my education should give me an advantage
that the average secretary does not have,

Will you please advise me how to contact firms
with which I might secure such employment? Any suggestions
vou may offer will be zreatly appreciated,

Very truly yours,

(Miks) Meredith B, Thoms.
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'ham lml!. dum nim :rou left ermn.
~ editor of Bnginesring News-Rescord, but I cam forecast his |

are mlﬁ:‘. "

,_mu“xmmmmmf
. X have just gi

33 West 39th 81, mrm, BT,

-would have to go at the problem by atudying the reports of.

: lcqunmtmu and apsociates, _
P + lha‘.ll be very imtercsted in how you susceed in this and shall
I get infmntiqn that would be particularly interesting to you,

hsrdo!l. fam

Mlﬁ“ﬂw
Iunumdhhmmmmeammmmﬁmtnu

1 alum. be wery glad ‘he ut'ar your letter to M, mnt,

_wm:mmtmmummmmpmum
8mnmlmmmmmwﬂmmmr ;

n hatn:afmmmnwtmrmrm;
of mtaff on the publisation "Givi) Bnginsering,” and =
11 be the same es the ons :

iven, namely, mo etaff additions unti) the = -~ .=
advertising volume is upy you could write to Mr, 8ydney iungt. e
Manager of Publisations, MMWﬂﬂlﬁthﬁm,

It ron hsw m utem::gm Mmm pmt of
Engineering News-Record you have seem that there is a lot of
vork opening up, particularly in highway construetion, m
diaposal, butldinza, both public bu ldins and housing.

I have no. moial porloml Imovledge of possidle opemings, I

active work and rumning down those that appesied to me, That,
plus getting out as meny lines as ponib:ta through profomom

be very glsd to keep you in mind so that X can write you should

8incerely mfs,
' ]

st e Elpie Baves |/ ‘
AR i Msar_', lulfinou l!ova Dq:arhont




American Society of Women Engineers and Architects Records, Box 1, Folder 5, Folder Part 5, Walter P. Reuther Library, Wayne State University

Lincoln, Nebraska,
March 10, 1937.

liss Elsie Eaves,
Engineering News-Record,
330 West 42nd St.,

New York City.

Dear lMiss Eaves:

S0 Here We Are ! Back in Nebraska, right where we
started.

Before leaving New York, I called Mr. Nussbaumer in
Buffalo, who told me that conditions had changed since I had
first talked to him and that he could offer me work for only a
month. It seemed to me that it was scarcely worth while to go
there for so short a time, so Mother and I went on with our

journey as planned.

A stop in Philadelphia and a visit to Mr. Justin
there put in in touch with a company there that wants a steno.
with an engineer's education, to be paid as stenographer. There
was no vacancy then, but one was expected within a couple of
months. They told me I would have a chance to work into technical
writing if I proved capable. It sounded rather good, except for
the salary. :

N¥o prospects in Wilmington, Weshington, or any of the
other places. But, oh, what a lovely trip we had. It seems
months since we started. Both Mother and I want you to know
how much we appreciated 2l that you did for us.

I am sending 2 "Position Wanted" ad. to the Engineering
News-Record today, and hope that it will bring some replies.

Sincerely yours,
3100 R Street,
Lincoln, Nebraska.



Kovembor 30, 1938

‘Wiss Moredith Thows, . . .
1618 - 12th Ave., Baare iyl
aaattlo, Wash. . . -

MM*@MMW
aro not immediatoly engineoring ¢
.;mtmamtmmw

i_v_i'u:::mltaml.:tgpiaanmrmmthfmtw!nqm ngines
Monrm ﬁm tmin&nguﬂupirm;

. %he. mug uz-araﬂ ym mt ™ wry intemaung My
bout for twe years has been in the bay from which all th-tramo
/ tﬁ!@tﬂmmmm they ended. This
 summer wo had a procension of planes, including the plel-a=back
plane and the big Fronch Licutonant du Voisseaun de Paris vhich
was 80 ‘Iargs that the mm Guppcr lmhad mz naaua-d

»
E
f

o o vhitnd ﬂw Qarl!ns thtt fdl aaﬂ. ﬂlmﬁ Id.th thclr nrx POl
. handsom® 18-month old son. They will be vory glad to hear :
'l’m ‘and 1 em sure that they will wish you the some suscess

do in mking nauotmxf peofauma}: mntions i
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November 10, 1938

Miss Jane m1,
601 West 1lth,
30116, Ko,

Dear Miss m:.c

In reply to your letter of October 31, T ax vory glad %0 m e
- your h:u;ui.r!.ea about nr early i.ntnrnn in enginsering. - . ;

As a child I grev up end wont to nchool in Xdsho Spr.tnge. calo.‘ gih
where I exhibited &n sptitude for uthemtin vhich was & 11ittle

better than the anrago for the small high sehool in that mining
town in the Roeky Mounteinw, Walter Funk who was amining
enginesr there, hed we do some work for him computing intergeo-

" tions and ereas for uim eurveys in mﬂtlon with epplying
for sleim patewts. I enjoyed the vork very much axd decided I
would 1ike %o go on with engincering, ' The School of Wimes at
Golden is not coeedusationsl =o my femily insisted on the State '
University where I studied civil engineering as being the bijesst

nemat to nin‘.llz mslmar.‘mc that I aould get there,

T have never nmmg mdying eng neering, I have found thc
assoclations from my Work very del ightful amd have theroughly
enjoyed the work thet haa. ﬁwﬂomd ns a result of my sthaining

and early e:porienco.

I never omurnge a girl to -tndr engineering, ho'aver. on the
theory thet if she wamts to badly emough she will do it in aspite

of all discoursgement. She needs that much determination to

get along in engineering, It is slew of financlal and profesaional
attainments even for men and women still have an additionsl handi-
' cap of having to demonstirate their ability in eompstlt!.on wuth
anglnoars vhose abllity is ‘taken for grented, i

ongimartns oducu.tion in & vary fine tm‘ining. Any -tudm 2
who nalnn the nout of his opportunltieu while atndyina englnnrlu;




‘November 10, 1938

lull:bt hc].p but ﬁnd a nnful -nd hthruﬂ.m Jab 'to do ‘ﬁun h or
'aho leaves college. :. ‘ : e d e gl

" I wish you all kinds of suecess in your m-x and -hau bo intoro-ted
4in having you keep me posted frou t.ine to ﬁm anM rdn hra doing
m h' you 1ike 1“. :

H
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~ Niess Jane Hall,

You could tell protty well by watching the conctruction reporte in

November 1, 1940

Rolla. Mo, siti

Dear' Miss Halls
It is good to hear from you again and to know that you are ltiek- | Esd
ing with he engineering work at college. - L L

You ask whbthir onginooriné Journaliem or. itmqtural ‘design or. i
sanitary engineering offer the best opportunities for women.

1 doubt 4f it makes much difference, You are going to have to
create a place for yourself whatever you do and there are not 28
yet emough women in the field to have made any of these d_!pmts_at_s,.,A..._...i'
of the field comscious of the movelty of womem in it. bl

Engineering journalism is limited of course as to the mumber of
openings. It is a fascinating business and offers very interest-
ing work, Some engimeering andcgomstruction firms end a great ‘
many of the manufacturers serving the field have men on thelir staffs
who write publicity amd promotion material and in some Sases that _
publish little house orgams, These jobs are a oroass between advertis-
ing and engimeering journalism and offer interesting poseibilities
to trained people who have writing ability. i

Structursl design is a pretty broad term smd would supply jobs in
every branch of the market, : : '

Sanitary engineering hae reached a very high state of activity in
the past few years, particularly in sewage disposal, Miss Jane Rider
of Arizona was state sanitary engineer for a period and found that :
work most interesting and worthwhile, In addition to public works
and consulting engineers as possible employers of a sanitary engineer,
there is a growing movement by industrisl companies to treat their
waste products and salvage by-products,

Engineering News-Record the kind of new work that is most active :
and Judge from that what you would prefer to do if you cemfind an e

~opening, .
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. You will probably have to use imagination’and intelligence
~ in finding a Job no matter which of the three fields you '
1 prefer to work in because they are all about on a par so
far as being accustomed to having women apply for the Jobs

they offer. PR ; ! : B

.

Gordially yours,

\

e Lad Rtl-.r

! ; i By . 4 Mede hﬁi. Manager :
e ' . , g ; Business News Deiartment
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