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NA TIONA L WOMEN'S HISTOR Y WEEK 

A resolution proclaiming the week beginning March 7, 1982, 

as National Women's History Week was passed by the United 

States House and Senate in July and signed by Pres ident Reagan. 

The resolution salutes "American women of every race, class 

and ethnic background" who "helped found the Nation in countless 

recorded and unrecorded ways" and notes that "the role of American 

women in hist ory has been consistently overlooked and undervalued 

in the body of American history. 11 (Iwonder if President Reagan 

read the resolution before h e signed it.) 

The successful campaign for n<tional recognition of the vast, 

valuable and varied contributions of women to the history of the 

United States was coordinated by the Congressional Union (an 

organization of feminist historians and activists) and the National 

Women's History Week Project. 

The celebration of Women's History Week began in 1978 

in Sonoma County, California. In July, 1979. leaders of major 

women's organizations meeting in New York for the Sarah Lawrence 

College Summer Institute in Women's History adopted a resolution 

calling for the creation of National Women's H istory Week, to be 

celebrated during the week including International Women's Day-­

March 8. 
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