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Summary Information

Repository: Walter P. Reuther Library

Creator: Murphy, Bette

Title: Bette Murphy Papers

ID: LP001357

Date [inclusive]: 1942-1981

Physical Description: 2 Linear Feet (2 SB) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Language of the
Material:

Material entirely in English.

Abstract: An active member of United Auto Workers (UAW) Local 148
(Douglas Aircraft-Long Beach), Bette Murphy was the first woman at
Douglas to hold positions of supervisor and manufacturing engineer.
Murphy's papers document the affairs of Local 148 throughout her
career from the 1940s to the 1970s.

Citation Style

"Bette Murphy Papers, Box [#], Folder [#], Walter P. Reuther Library, Archives of Labor and
Urban Affairs, Wayne State University"

^ Return to Table of Contents

History

Bette Murphy was born on Staten Island, New York, on November 29, 1918. She started working as a
riveter at Douglas Aircraft Company's Long Beach, California, plant in 1942 and became active in UAW
Local 148 after the union won certification in 1944. She served in various positions, including chief
steward and executive board trustee. Bette Murphy was the first woman supervisor and the first woman
manufacturing engineer at Douglas and retired in 1978.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Scope and Content

The papers of Bette Murphy contain UAW Local 148 minutes and finance reports as well as UAW
convention material relating to the activities of Local 148. Also included are newspaper clippings
and other documentation of Local 148 strikes at Douglas Aircraft in 1951 to 1952 and 1977 to 1978.
Important subjects in the collection: Aircraft industry workers--California. Collective bargaining--
Aircraft industry--California. Communism. Douglas Aircraft Company. McCarthyism. Strikes and
lockouts--Aircraft industry--California. UAW--Local 148 (Long Beach, Calif.). Women aircraft industry
workers.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials are listed in the order they appear in the collection.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Walter P. Reuther Library

5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
URL: https://reuther.wayne.edu

Processing History

Processed by Walter P. Reuther Library.

Access

Collection is open for research.

https://reuther.wayne.edu
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Use

Refer to Walter P. Reuther Library Rules for Use of Archival Materials.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Transfers

Several photographs have been placed in the Reuther Library's Audiovisual Collection and a large
number of issues of Local 148's newspaper, "Air-Scoop," have been transferred to the Archives
Library. A transcript of an oral interview with Bette Murphy may be found in the Rosie the Riveter
Revisited series of oral histories on deposit at the Reuther Library.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Aerospace industries
• Labor unions
• Women in the labor movement
• Strikes and lockouts
• International Union, United Automobile, Aerospace, and Agricultural Implement Workers of

America

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Local 148; minutes (1 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 1

Local 148; minutes (2 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 2

Local 148; minutes (3 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 3

Local 148; minutes (4 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 4

Local 148; minutes (5 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 5
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Local 148; minutes (6 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 6

Local 148; minutes (7 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 7

Local 148; minutes (8 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 8

Local 148; minutes (9 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 9

Local 148; minutes (10 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 10

Local 148; minutes (11 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 11

Local 148; minutes (12 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 12

Local 148; minutes (13 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 13

Local 148; minutes (14 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 14

Local 148; minutes (15 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 15

Local 148; minutes (16 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 16

Local 148; minutes (17 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 17

Local 148; minutes (18 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 18

Local 148; minutes (19 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 19

Local 148; minutes (20 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 20

Local 148; minutes (21 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 21

Local 148; minutes (22 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 22

Local 148; minutes (23 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 23

Local 148; minutes (24 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 24

Local 148; minutes (25 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 25

Local 148; minutes (26 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 26

Local 148; minutes (27 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 27

Local 148; minutes (28 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 28

Local 148; minutes (29 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 29

Local 148; minutes (30 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 30

Local 148; minutes (31 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 31

Local 148; minutes (32 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 32

Local 148; minutes (33 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 33

Local 148; minutes (34 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 34

Local 148; minutes (35 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 35

Local 148; minutes (36 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 36

Local 148; minutes (37 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 37
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Local 148; minutes (38 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 38

Local 148; minutes (39 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 39

Local 148; minutes (40 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 40

Local 148; minutes (41 of 41), 1942-1981 1 folder 41

UAW Local 148, financial reports , 1944 2 folder 1

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1945 2 folder 2

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1946 2 folder 3

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1947 2 folder 4

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1948 2 folder 5

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1949 2 folder 6

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1950 2 folder 7

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1951 2 folder 8

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1952 2 folder 9

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1953 2 folder 10

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1954 2 folder 11

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1956 2 folder 12

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1957 2 folder 13

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1958 2 folder 14

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1959 2 folder 15

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1960 2 folder 16

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1961 2 folder 17

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1962 2 folder 18

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1963-1966 2 folder 19

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1967-1969 2 folder 20

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1970-1972 2 folder 21

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1973 2 folder 22

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1974 2 folder 23

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1975 2 folder 24

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1976 2 folder 25

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1977 2 folder 26

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1978 2 folder 27

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1979 2 folder 28
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UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1980 2 folder 29

UAW Local 148, financial reports, 1981 2 folder 30

Douglas Aircraft Company, clippings, 1951-1952, 1975 2 folder 31

UAW Convention proceedings, votes, 1943-1977 2 folder 32

UAW-CIO 8th Convention, report, 1943 October 2 folder 33

UAW-CIO 9th Convention, proceedings, ballots, various
documents, 1944

2 folder 34

UAW-CIO Convention, Local 148 election notices, minutes, 1949 2 folder 35

UAW-CIO Convention, election document, clipping, 1951 2 folder 36

UAW-CIO 14th Convention, report; Local 148 election documents,
1953

2 folder 37

UAW-CIO 15th International Convention, Local 148 elections
results, documents, 1955, 1943-1977

2 folder 38

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballot, election results,
1957

2 folder 39

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballot, election results,
clipping, 1959

2 folder 40

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballots, election results,
1962

2 folder 41

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballots, election results,
documents, 1964

2 folder 42

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballots, election results,
documents, 1966

2 folder 43

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballots, election results,
documents, 1968

2 folder 44

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballots, election results,
documents, 1970

2 folder 45

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballots, election results,
documents, clippings, 1972

2 folder 46

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballot, minutes,
documents; Resolutions for 24th Constitutional Convention, 1974

2 folder 47

UAW Constitutional Convention, Local 148 ballots, election results,
clippings, minutes, 1977

2 folder 48

Local 148, collective bargaining, documents, clippings,
correspondence, 1977-1978

2 folder 49

Local 148, "Hearing Before a Special Trial Committee: Betty
Murphy v. Ruthe N. Sullivan and Adam Webb," transcript, 1957
October 5, 7

2 folder 50

Bulletins, "Air-Scoop," 1977 2 folder 51
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Bulletins, "Air-Scoop," 1978 2 folder 52
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