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The papers of the National Farm Workers Association were placed in the
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs beginning in 1967.  Deposits of
documents from this and other entities of the Union have been made at
regular intervals.

The founder and still leader of the National farm Workers Association,
Cesario Estrada Chavez, was born in 1927 on a family farm which had been
homesteaded by his grandfather in Arizona three years before that
territory achieved statehood.

Growing up during the depression, Desar Chavez left school after the
eigth grade to work full time in the fields.  In 1938, his father and
the family left Arizona to seek work in California.  Along with his
father and siblings, Chavez joined the migrant farm worker stream
topping sugar beets, picking cotton, thinning lettuce with a short-
handled hoe and picking grapes.  They followed the crops from the
Imperial valley in the south to Sacramento in the north.

A turning point in Chavez' life came with his meeting in 1952 with Fred
Ross who was working in the Mexican-American barrio for the Community
Services Organization (CSO).  Cesar accepted a job as organizer for them.
It was here that his organizing skills were honed under the tutelage of
Ross and Saul Alinsky.

In 1958, Dolores Huerta, who was also working with CSO, along with
several others formed the Agricultural Workers Association (AWA) which
then melded with the Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee (AWOC) set
up by the AFL-CIO the following year.  In 1961, despite the urgings of
Alinsky, the CSO voted not to support AWOC.  Cesar Chaves resigned from
CSO and set out to form his own union.

The National Farm Workers Associatin (NFWA) was founded in 1962 (14 Dec)
at a convention called by Chavez.  In 1965, AWOC struck the grape
growers and Chavez joined with his NFWA.  That December marked the
beginning of the first grape boycott.

In August of 1966, AWOC and NFWA merged to form the United Farm Workers
Organizing Committee (UFWOC), AFL-CIO and the next three years were
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marked by membership drives, grape and lettuce strikes, and boycotts.

The years since that humble beginning have been marked by successes and
failures, growth and decline, good times and bad.  Despite controversies about
his political beliefs, his philosophy of life and his leadership tactics,
Cesar Chavez remains at the head of the union he has struggled to establish
and maintain for so many years.

The papers of the National Farm Workers Association cover the formative
years of NFWA.  As would be expected from an organization that was
formed to deal with the problems of Spanish speaking migrant workers
much of the correspondence and literature in the collection is in
Spanish.

Important subjects covered in this collection include:

AFL-CIO
AWOC
California Migrant Ministry
DiGiorgio Company
Foreign Contract Labor
Immigration
MAPA
Mexican-American Organizations
NLRB
0E0
Pilgrimage to Sacramento
Schenley Company
Strikes
Teamsters
Union Agreements
US Senate Migratory Labor Committee

An index to subjects and correspondence will be found on page 11.
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14 Manuscript Boxes

Series I, General Correspondence files, 1962-1966, Boxes 1-2:

Correspondence and telegrams regarding injuries, strikes,
government aid, education, civil rights, immigration, boycotts,
lawsuits, wages, organizing, collective bargaining, and
fund raising.  Includes a sub-series of correspondence
between Dolores Huerta and Cesar Chavez.  Arranged chronologically.

Series II, Correspondence with NFWA Members files, 1962-1966,
Boxes 3-4:
Correspondence with members of NFWA, mosty in California. Most
of the correspondence from the members is handwritten and in
Spanish.  Arranged alphabetically by location.

Series III, General topic files, 1960-1967, Boxes 5-14:
Includes organizational records, union agreements, telegrams,
boycott information, ballots, with sub-sries for DiGiorgio
strike and election, Schenley, Senate Hearings, and the
Teamsters.  Arranged alphabetically and chronologically.
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Series I

General Correspondence

1962-1966

Boxes 1-2

Correspondence regarding injuries, strikes, government aid, education,
civil rights, immigration, boycotts, lawsuits, wages, organizing,
collective bargaining, and fund raising.  Files are arranged chronologically.

Box 1

1. General Correspondence, 1962-63
2. ,1962-64
3. ,Jan-Aug 1965
4. ,Sep-Oct 1965
5. ,Nov 1965
6. ,Dec 1965
7. ,Jan 1966
8. ,Feb 1966
9. ,Mar 1966
10. ,1 Apr-20 Apr 1966
11. ,21 Apr-30 Apr 1966
12. ,1 May-15 May 1966
13. ,16 May-13 May 1966
14. ,1 Jun-15 Jun, 1966
15. ,16 Jun-30 Jun, 1966
16. , Jul 1966
17. ,1 Aug-15 Aug, 1966
18. ,16 Aug-31 Aug, 1966

19-20. , Telegrams, Aug 1966

Box 2

1. General Correspondence, Telegrams, Sep 1966
2. ,1 Sep-15 Sep 1966
3. , 16 Sep-30 Sep, 1966
4. , Oct 1966
5. , Nov 1966
6. , Dec 1966 and n.d.
7. Correspondence, Dolores Huerta, Jan-Jul 1965
8. , Aug-Sep 1965
9. , Oct-Dec 1965
10. , 1966 and n.d.
11. Correspondence, Dolores Huerta/Chavez, 1962-64
12. , n.d.

13-14. , n.d.
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Series II

Correspondence with NFWA Members

1962-1966

Boxes 3-4

Correspondence with the members of NFWA, mostly in California.  Most of
the correspondence is handwritten and in Spanish.  Files are arranged
alphabetically and chronologically.

Box 3

1. Acampo, CA, 1964-65
2. Arvin, CA, 1964
3. Bakersfield, CA, 1962-64
4. , 1965 and n.d.
5. Clovis, CA, 1964-65
6. Corcoran, CA, 1962-63
7. , 1964
8. , 1965 and n.d.
9. Delano, CA, 1962-64
10. , 1965-66
11. Del Rey, CA, 1962-64
12. Earlimart, CA, 1964-65
13. Exeter, CA, 1962-65
14. Farmersville, CA, 1963-65
15. Firebraugh, CA  1964-66
16. Hanford, CA, 1962-65
17. Healdsburg, CA, 1965
18. Huron, CA, 1964-65
19. Kettlemen City, CA, 1963-64

Box 4

1. Lamont, CA, 1963
2. , 1964
3. , 1965 and n.d.
4. Lindsay, CA, 1963-65
5. Lodi, 1964
6. Los Banos, CA, 1962-64
7. McFarland, CA, 1963-65
8. Modera, cA, 1962-66
9. Manteca, CA, 1964-66
10. , n.d.
11. Mendota, CA, 1962
12. Merced, cA, 1962-64
13. Modesto, CA, 1962
14. Orosi, CA, 1964-65
15. Parlier, CA, 1964-65
16. Portersville-Woodsville, CA, 1964-65
17. Richgore, CA, 1963-65
18. Sanger, 1962-65
19. Selma, CA, 1962-64
20. , 1965
21. Stockton, CA, 1962-64
22. , 1965 and n.d.
23. Tijuana, Mexico, 1963
24. Tulare, CA, 1962-65
25. Victor, CA, 1964-65
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Box 4 cont'd

26. Visalia, CA, 1963-64
27. , 1965 and n.d.
28. Wasco, CA, 1963-65

Series III
General Topics

1960-1967
Boxes 5-14

Includes organizational records, union agreements, boycott
information, ballots, with sub-series for DiGiorgio strike and
election, Schenley, Senate Hearings and the Temasters.  Arranged
alphabetically and chronologically.

Box 5

1. Meeting  of Officers, Minutes, Feb 2, 1964
2. Meeting Outline for Organizers
3. Membership, Recruiting and Miscellaneous
4. Membership Dues
5. Mexican-American Organizations, 1965
6. , 1966
7. MAPA--Mexican-American Political Association
8. Mexican-American Political Association, The Voice, Vol I, Nos. 1-5.

7-16
9. El Mosquito Zumbador May-Aug, 1966
10. , Bakersfield
11. NFWA--Organizational Meeting, Sep 30, 1962--Agenda
12. , Sep 30, 1962 Credentials
13. , Sep 30, 1962 Lists of Delegates
14. , Sep 30, 1962 Election of Officers
15. , Sep 30, 1962 Minutes
16. , Sep 30, 1962 Notice of Meeting
17. , Oct,1962 Minutes
18. , Dec 16, 1962 Agenda
19. NFWA Service Centers
20. Newsletters 1962
21. Newsletters "Guide to a Union Contract"
22. National Farmworkers Association (NFWA), CA State Charter, 1962
23. NFWA Constitution
24. NFWA Constitutional Convention, Jan. 1963 Agenda
25. , Jan. 1963 Delegates
26. , Jan. 1963 Election of Officers
27. , Jan. 1963 Election of Officers
28. , Jan. 1963 Minutes (Spanish)
29. NFWA Convention, Jan. 31, 1965, Agenda and Minutes
30. Occupational Diseases--Farm Worders
31. Office of Economic Opportunity, Request for Funds
32. Organizing Committee--Corcora, Election of Officers, 1962
33. , Election of Officers, 1962
34. , Election of Officers, 1962
35. , Election of Officers, 1962

Box 6

1.  Advisory Committee on Equal Opportunity, 1966
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Box 6 cont'd

2. Affidavits and Depositions, 1963-66
3. AFL-CIO, 1963-66
4. , 1966
5. Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee, 1965-66
6. Aid to Families with Dependent Children, 1963-64
7. American Arbitration Association, n.d.
8. American Friends Service Comm., 1965-66
9. American G.I. Forum, 1966
10. Antle, Bud, Inc., 1966
11. Announcements, Notices, 1961-65, n.d.
12. Arizona, 1965-66
13. Arizona Union of Agricultural Workers Constitution, n.d.
14. Arrest of Pickets, Oct 1965
15. , "Case of the 44", 1965
16. Asociacion Internacional de Emigrados Mexicano, 1965
17. Bail Bonds, Jack McFarland, 1963
18. Boycott, 1966
19. Boycott Centers Mailing lists, 1966 and n.d.
20. Boycott leaflets, fliers, n.d.
21. Boycott Newsletter, 1966
22. Britton, V.G. Co., 1966
23. Brookside Lome Press, 1966-67
24. Brown, Gov. Edmund, 1965-66

Box 7

1. California Center for Community Development, 1966-67
2. California Democratic Council, 1966
3. California Dept. of Employment, 1964-65
4. California Dept. of Industrial Relations, 1966
5. , 1965
6. California Dept. of Industrial Welfare, 1962
7. California Dept. of Public Health, 1963
8. California Dept. of Social Welfare, 1965
9. California Foundation for Economic Opportunity, 1965-66
10. California Industrial Accident Commission, 1965
11. California Legislative Candidate Questionnnaire, 1966
12. California Rural Legal Assistance; Agenda and Minutes, 1966
13. ; By-laws, 1966
14. ; Coorespondence, 1966
15. ; Notices, 1966
16. Census of Farm Workers, n.d.
17. Central Telephone Co. vs Gonzalez, 1965-66
18. Chatfield, Leroy, 1965
19. Chavez, Abe, 1962-67
20. Cherry Agreements, 1961
21. Childhood Development Group of Mississippi, 1966
22. Christian Brothers; authorization cards, Apr 1966
23. ; correspondence, Sep-Dec 1965

Box 8

1. Churches, Oct-Dec 1965
2. , Jan 1966
3. , Feb-Mar 1966
4. , Apr-Nov 1966
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Box 8 cont'd

5. Citizens for Farm Labor, 1964-65
6. , 1965-66
7. Clippings, 1962-64
8. Community Brotherhood Vacation School, 1965
9. Confederacion Revolucionara de Obreros v Campesinos, 1965
10. Collective Bargaining Agreements, A-F, 1963-65
11. , G-R, 1963-65
12. , S-Z, 1963-65
13. Committee on Social Agriculture, 1966
14. Community Organizations, 1965-66
15. Contract samples, 1963, 1967, n.d.
16. Counsel for Justice, 1966
17. , financial matters, 1966
18. Credit Union, 1963-66
19. Damage Actions Pending, 1965-66
20. Declarations and Statements, 1966
21. Delano City Council, 1965
22. Delano Contributions, 1966
23. Delano Grape Strike, 1965-66
24. ; leaflets and notices, 1965-66 and n.d.
25. ; songs and prayers, 1965-66
26. Delano Newsletters, 1966
27. Democratic Clubs, 1965-66

Box 9

1. DiGiorgio; chronology of strike and election, 1965-66
2. ; correspondence, 1966

3-4. ; election, 1966
5. ; election affidavits, 1966
6. ; election, American Arbitration Assoc, 30 Aug 1966
7. ; libel suit against farm workers, 1960
8. ; , 1961
9. ; , notes, 1960-61
10. ; , Appeal, 1962
11. ; , 1966 and n.d.

Box 10

1. Donahue, Rev. Hugh, 1966
2. El Hijo de la Cotorra, Oct-Dec 1963
3. Fabela, Guillermo, 1966
4. Farm Labor groups, 1962-63
5. Farm Labor boosters, 1965-66
6. Farm Worker Newsletter, Texas, n.d.
7. Flowers, Dickie F., 1966
8. Farm Letters, 1962-66 and n.d.
9. Free Speech Movement, Berkley, 1965
10. Fund Raising, 1965-66 and n.d.
11. Bilroy Agricultural Workers Assoc, 1964-65
12. Goodwin, Donald L., 1966
13. Hagan, Harlan, 1963-65
14. Narvest Statistics, n.d.
15. Hawaiian Agriculture, 1959-66 and n.d.
16. Health Clinic, 1966 and n.d.
17. Inder Singh, 1965
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Collection Box 10 cont'd

18. International Fed. of Plantation, Agricultural and Allied
Workers, 1965-66

19. Joint statement on strike; AWOC/NFWA, 1965
20. Labor cases reference, n.d.
21. Labor-Management Disclosure Act of 1959
22. Labor organizations, Sep-Dec 1965
23. , 1966
24. Leaflets 1959-60

Box 11

1. Le Prohn, Robert, 1966
2. Lira, Jose G., 1966
3. Livermore, CA, 1966
4. Local Opposition; Delano Citizens League, 1965
5. ; "Right to Work" Newsletter, 1966
6. ; other, 1965-66
7. Loduca & Perry, 1962
8. , 1963
9. , 1964
10. Marten Ranch, 1965
11. Minutes; Business Agent Meetings, 1964-65
12. ; Steward Meetings, 1964
13. Mt. Arbor Nurseries, 1965
14. National Farm Workers Assoc. (NFWA) Constitution, 1963
15. NFWA vs NLRB (Cove Valley Packers), 1966
16. 0E0 Pamphlets, 1965-66
17. 0E0 proposal, 1965
18. Orendair, Anthony, 1964-65, and n.d.
19. Otell Agreement, 1966
20. Picket expenses, 1963-64

Box 12

1. Pilgrimage to Sacramento,  Mar-Apr 1966
2. ,  "Plan of Delano", 1966
3. , Material to Marchers, 1966
4. Poverty, 1964-65
5. Press and Radio Releases, 1965-66
6. Quinn, Msgr. William, n.d.
7. Radio spot announcements, 1966
8. Radio Station KXEX, 1966
9. Rent Strike, 1965
10. Reports, 1959-63
11. Resolutions, 1966
12. Richards, Howard, 1964-67
13. Roso, Fred, 1962-65
14. Rules for Pickets and Organizers, n.d.
15. Salandini, Fr. Victor, 1965
16. Sample AW0C Agreement, n.d.
17. Sandoval, Marcario, 1966
18. Schenley, 1965 and n.d.
19. Schenley Contract, 1966
20. Schenley Correspondence, 1966
21. Schenley Notes, 1964-66
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Box 13

1. School Children, 1966
2. Senate Hearings; Affidavits, testimony, 1966
3. ; statements, 1966
4. Senate Subcommittee on Migratory Labor, 1966
5. Solodow, Bob, 1965
6. Speaking Invitations, Dec 1965
7. , Jan-Feb 1966
8. , Mar 1966
9. , Apr 1966
10. , May 1966
11. , Jun 1966
12. , Jul 1966
13. , Aug 1966
14. , Oct 1966
15. Speeches confirmed, 1966
16. Stan-Josquin Counties Farm Labor Contractors Assoc, 1965-66
17. Statement of Purpose (NFWA), n.d.
18. Statements of ex-strike breakers, 1966
19. Strike information, 1965
20. Strike meeting, 16 Sep 1965
21. Student Comm. for Agricultural Labor, 1965
22. Student Non-violent Coordinating Comm. (SNCC), 1965
23. Students for a Democratic Society,1966
24. Taquitos, 1965

Box 14

1. Teamsters-Bud Antle Agreement, 1964
2. Teamsters Notices and leaflets, 1966 and n.d.
3. Teamsters propaganda, 1966
4. Terronez, Roger, 1966
5. Texas Contracts, 1966
6. Thank You Letters, Apr 1966
7. , May 1966
8. , Jun 1966
9. , 1 Jul-20 Jul 1966
10. , 21 Jul-31 Jul 1966
11. ,1 Aug-15 Aug 1966
12. ,16 Aug-31 Aug 1966
13. , Sep-Oct 1966
14. ,  Nov 1966
15. ,  Dec 1966
16. , n.d.
17. Truck owners, 1963 and n.d.
18. Union authorization, 1966 and n.d.
19. U.S. Farmers Assoc, 1961
20. Valenzuela, Benjamen, 1966
21. Wage rates, [1966]
22. Welfare Cases, 1966
23. Wisconsin; March to Madison, 1966
24. Woodlake, CA, 1965
25. Wolfe, Burton, 1961
26. Work Registration Form, 1966 and n.d.
27. Yuba City, CA, 1966

-10-



National Farm Workers Association Collection

Index to Subjects and Correspondence
(Correspondence is indicated by an asterisk*)

Allen, Steve, 1:13*, 12:20*, Kennedy, Robert F., 1:12*
12:21 1:18*, 2:5*, 5:6, 13:2

Burton, Phillip, 9:4* Legal Matters,  Affidavits/
California Center for Statements, 6:2, 8:20-21,
Community Development 9:4-5, 9:9, 13:2; Depositions,
(CCCD), 7:1 6:2, 11:10; Complaints, 6:14,

California, State of, Departments, 7:11; Lawsuits, 7:18, 9:7-8,
Employment, 1:16*, 7:3*, 7:4*, 9:10-11, 10:9, 10:17, 11:8*
11:8*, 11:9*, 11:14*; Finance, MAPA (Mexican-American Political
12:8*; Industrial Relations/ Association), 1:8*, 5:5*,
Welfare, 1:11*, 2:8*, 7:5, 5:7*-8, 11:6*
7:6, 7:7*; Public Health; 2:1*, McCain, David, 1:1*, 6:3*, 10:17*,
7:8; Social Welfare, 1:3*, 7:9, 11:8*, 11:12*
14:22* Mexican Workers, 1:2*

California Migrant Ministry, Mitchell, H.L., 9:7*
1:4*, 1:5*, 1:6*, 1:10*, Murphy, George, 1:14*, 13:2
1:12*, 1:15, 2:10*, 5:30* National Council on Agricultural

Carmichael, Stokeley, 1:8* Life and Labor, 1:6*
Chavez, Cesar, 1:3-19*, 2:1-6*, NLRB (National Labor Relations
2:10-14*, 3:1*, 3:3-19*; 4:1-4*, Board), 11:16, 12:17
4:4*, 4:6-28*, 5:5-6*, 5:31*, 0E0 (Office of Economic Opportunity),
6:8*, 6:11*, 6:13, 6:23*, 7:1-2*, 1:6*, 1:12*, 2:6*, 5:31*, 7:15,
7:4*, 7:7*, 7:13, 7:15*, 7:20*, 10:13*, 11:18*
7:24*, 8:2-6*, 8:15*, 8:20*, Reuther, Walter, 12:20*, 13:3
8:28*, 9:4*, 9:6*, 10:1*, Schenley, 12:20*-21, 13:2
10:5, 10:13*, 10:18*, 10:22-23*, Simonson, Bud, 1:18*
11:1*, 11:3*, 11:14*, 11:20*, Teamsters, 14:1-2
12:1, 12:8*, 12:11-12*, 12:14*, Union Agreements, 6:3, 7:21,
12:20*, 13:1-2*, 13:4-15*, 8:10-13, 11:7-9, 11:21,
13:17*, 13:20-21*, 14:6-16*, 12:18-19, 14:5
14:23*, 14:27 US Senate, Migratory Labor

Chavez, Helen, 1:7*, 6:14 Subcommittee, 13:2*-4
DiGiorgio, Robert, 1:12-13*, 1:15-16, Velasco, Peter, 1:21*
2:1, 5:7, 9:1-11, 10:23*, 12:1

Education, 2:1*, 5:3*, 6:1
Foreign Contract Labor, 6:11, 6:23,
12:9, 13:3

C. Al Green, 1:1-2*, 1:8*, 1:14*,
1:17*, 6:3*, 6:15*, 8:10*, 10:17*,
11:8-10*, 11:12*, 13:2, 13:16*

Health, 5:30, 10:16
Henning, John, 1:2*
Huerta, Dolores, 1:3-4*, 1:9*,
1:11-12*, 1:15-17*, 2:3*, 2:6-
14*, 3:1*, 3:4*, 3:7-10*, 3:15-
17*, 4:2-5*, 4:9-10*, 4:14*,
4:17*, 4:20-22*, 4:25-28*,
8:6*, 10:13*, 11:20*, 12:11*,
13:7-9*, 13:13*, 13:15*

Immigration, 1:4*, 1:8*, 2:7-9,
3:9, 6:15, 10:13*

Itliong, Larry, 9:4*, 11:6*,
13:2
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