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The defense cases of the American Federation of Teachers were placed in the Archives of Labor and 
Urban Affairs in May of 1969 by the A.F.T. and were opened for research in 1970 as the Completed 
Defense Cases Series of the A.F.T. Collection.  The material was reprocessed and a new guide was 
written in May of 1986. 

The National Defense Fund of the American Federation of Teachers was established at the National 
Convention in Madison, Wisconsin on August 23-27, 1937.  The fund was included in the union's annual 
budget and financed by per capital payments from each member of one cent a month. This fund was 
administered from Chicago, I11inois by executives in the union's national office.  A member who was 
dismissed or demoted unjustly could apply for financial aid from the fund in order to help cover the costs 
of defense.  The National Defense Fund provided coverage for one-third of a teacher's defense costs, the 
state organization furnished financial assistance for one-third, and the local gave monetary aid for the 
remaining third. 

The papers document various matters that have led to dismissals and demotions of teachers, and 
reflect the union's efforts to defend the teacher's tenure rights. 

Important subjects covered in the collection are: 

Civil liberties Defense policies 
Contract violations Tenure rights 

Among the important correspondents are: 

Herstein, Lillian Krause, 
Rosalie C. Kuenzli, Irvin 
R. Megel, Carl 
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Contents

15 1/2 manuscript boxes 

Series I, Local Defense Applications, 1940-1968, Boxes 1-13: 
Correspondence, clippings, legal documents and other materials relating to 
defense applications made by various teachers to the National Defense Fund. 

Series II,Defense Fund Office Files, 1937-1964, Boxes 13-16: 
Office files of the Defense Fund includes correspondence, speeches, reports and 
financial records concerning the administration of the Defense Fund. 
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Series I 
Local Defense Applications, 1940-1968 

Boxes 1-13 

Correspondence, applications, legal documents and other items concerning various teacher's 
applications for financial assistance from the National Defense Fund.  Most of the materials relate to 
the National Defense Fund.  The files are arranged by local number. State organizations or files 
which do not have a local number are placed at the end of the series alphabetically. 

Box 1 

1. Local 1, Chicago, I11., 1060-61 
2. Local 3, Philadelphia, Penn., 1946 
3. Local 3, Philadelphia, Penn., 1961-64 
4. Local Local 39, Buffalo, N.Y., 1966-67 
5. Local 59, Minneapolis, Minn., 1942-43 
6. Local 59, Minneapolis, Minn., 1961 

7-8. Local 66, Boston, Mass., 1963 
9. Local 79, Milwaukee, Wis., 1946 
10. Local 212, Milwaukee, Wis., 1941-42 
11. Local 224, Chicago, I11., 1960 
12.  Local 224, Chicago, I11., 1963 

13-14.  Local 227, Balboa, Canal Zone, 1965-66 
15.  Local 231, Detroit, Mich., 1941-42 16-20.  Local 

231, Detroit, Mich., 1958-60 

Box 2 

1.  Local  233,  Madison,   Wisc.,   1943-44 
2. Local 250, Toledo, Ohio., 1964 

3-4. Local 252, Milwaukee, Wis., 1960-61 
5-6. Local 252, Milwaukee, Wis., 1960-61 

7. Local 332, Butte, Mont., 1945-46 
8-9. Local 336, Bremerton, Wash., 1960-63 

10. Local 337, Erie, Penn., 1962-63 
11-13. Local 400, Pittsburgh, Penn., 1941-46 
14. Local 400, Pittsburgh, Penn., 1964 
15. Local 411, Newark, Ohio, 1944 

   16. Local 420, Saint Louis, M, 1947-48 
17-18. Local 420, Saint Louis, M, 1959-61 
19-20. Local 420, Saint Louis, M, 1963-64 
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Box 3 

1. Local 420, Saint Louis, M.o. , 1963-65 
2. Local 421, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis., 1959-60
3. Local 422, Tulsa, Okl., 1965-66
4. Local 430, Los Angeles, Cal., 1944 
5. Local 430, Los Angeles, Cal., 1945 
6. Local 430, Los Angeles, Cal., 1946-47 
7. Local 435, Flint, Mich., 1961-62 
8. Local 460, Evanston, I11., 1944 

9-10. Local 481, Newark, N.J., 1959-60 
11. Local 484, Springfield, Mass., 1963 
12. Local 495, Lowell, Mass., 1965

13-14. Local 504, Waukegan, I11., 1955-59 
15. Local 511, Chicago, I11., 1945
16. Local 516, Jacksonville, Fla., 1946-47 
17. Local 540, Rockford, I11., 1962 
18. Local 561, Saint Cloud, Minn., 1962 
19. Local 571, Chicago, I11., 1946-47 
20. Local 571, Chicago, I11., 1957-58 
21. Local 581, Indianapolis, Ind., 1966
22. Local 616, Rochester, N.Y., 1960-62 

23-27. Local 636, Canton, N.Y., 1940-43 

Box 4 
1. Local 662, Gary, Ind., 1960 
2. Local 669, Hibbing, Minn., 1944 
3. Local 672, Louisville, Ken., 1964-65 
4. Local 679, South Bend, Ind., 1956 
5. Local 683, Lansing, I11., 1946 
6. Local 683, Blue Island, I11., 1947-49 
7. Local 684, Highland Park, Mich., 1961-64 
8. Local 698, Detroit, Mich., 1961-62 
9. Local 710, Minneapolis, Minn., 1959 

10. Local 733, Elizabeth, N.J., 1962
11. Local 736, Covington, Ken., 1943
12. Local 738, Omaha, Neb., 1961

13-15. Local 743, Granite City, I11., 1963-66 
16. Local 746, Portsmouth, Ohio, 1960 
17. Local 762, Wilmington, Del., 1946 
18. Local 762, Wilmington, Del., 1957-58 
19. Local 762, Georgetown, Del., 1958 

20-22. Local 762, Saint Georges, Del., 1957-63 

Box 5    1-2. Local 767, Oklahoma City, Okl a. 1943-44 
           3-4. Local 770, Royal Oak, Mich., 1961-65 
           5-6. Local 771, Oakland, Cal., 1964-65 
            7.   Local 771, Oakland, Cal., 1965-66 

8. Local 777, Mobile, Ala., 1945
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Box 5 (cont.) 

9.  Local 779, Saint Louis, M o., 1945-46
10. Local 796, Reading, Ohio., 1945-46 
11. Local 801, Niagra Falls, N.Y., 1964 
12. Local 804, Hamden, Conn., 1965 
13. Local 817, Frankfurt, I11., 1945 
14. Local 831, Arlington Heights, I11., 1945-46 

15. Local 832, San Bernardino, Cal., 1956-57 
16. Local 856, Bloomington, Ind., 1946 
17. Local 856, Bloomington, Ind., 1946 
18. Local 866, Susanville, Ind., 1959-62 
19. Local 871, New Britain, Conn., 1954-56 
20. Local 900, 1008, 1014, Col , 1949 

Box 6 

1. Local 905, Syracuse, N.Y., 1955-57 
                 2.  Local 920, North Providence, R.I., 1962 

3. Local 930, Pawtucket, R.I., 1956 
4. Local 930, Pawtucket, R.I., 1958-59 
5. Local 930, Pawtucket, R.I., 1965 

6-7. Local 933, New Haven, Conn., 1961-63 
8. Local 943, Argo, I11.,1957-59 
9. Local 943, Bridgeview, I11., 1962 

10-11. Local 943, Bridgeview, I11., 1964-65 
12-14. Local 957, Campbell, Cal., 1960-61 
15-16. Local 957, San Jose, Cal., 1964-66 

17. Local 964, Ferndale, Mich., 1961 
18. Local 965, Venice, I11., 1964 
19. Local 1004, Fond du Lac, Wis., 1957 

20-22.  Local 1010, Phoenix, Ariz., 1959-61 

Box 7 

1. Local 1010, Tempe, Ariz., 1961-64 
2. Local 1017, Warwick, R.I., 1963 
3.  Local 1020, Salinas, Cal., 1962-63 

4-5.  Local 1021, Los Angeles, Cal., 1963-65 
6. Local 1021, Los Angeles, Cal., 1965 
7. Local 1027, Pueblo, Col., 1956-57 
8. Local 1033, Amesbury, Mass., 1961 
9.  Local 1067, West Allis, Wis., 1963-64 

10. Local 1067, West Allis, Wis., 1966 
11-13. Local 1077, Marin County, Cal., 1953-58 

14. Local 1078, Berkley, Cal., 1960 
15. Local 1081, Santa Maria, Cal., 1964 

16-17. Local 1087, Patacello, Idaho, 1960-65 
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Box 8 

1-2.  Local 1134, Vancouver, Wash., 1964-67 
3. Local 1140, Elizabethton, Tenn., 1961 
4. Local 1148, Saint Paul, Minn., 1957-58 
5. Local 1158, Eugene, Oreg., 1955-57 
6. Local 1166, Menasha, Wis., 1962

7-8. Local 1175, Juneau, Alaska, 1965-66 
9-12. Local 1199, Lucas County, Ohio, 1957-59

13. Local 1199, Toledo, Ohio, 1965
14. Local 1204, Richfield, Minn., 1961-62 

15-18. Local 1219, Charleston, I11., 1957-59 
19. Local 1220, Saint Louis, I11., 1964-65 
20. Local 1233, New Britain, Conn., 1956-57 

Box 9 

1-2. Local 1237, Bradley, I11., 1956-59 
3. Local 1238, Phoenix, Ariz., 1957

4-5. Local 1238, Tucson, Ariz., 1962-66 
6. Local 1241, Alabama City, Al., 1963 

7-11. Local 1250, Evergreen Park, I11., 1957-60 
12. Local 1250, Chicago Ridge, I11., 1963-67 
13. Local 1258, Salem, Mass., 1964
14. Local 1260, Chicago Heights, I11., 1959 

15-16. Local 1263, Long Beach, Cal., 1958-60 
17. Local 1272, E. St. Louis, I11., 1959-60 
18. Local 1273, Oxnard, Cal., 1961-65 

Box 10 

1. Local 1278, Stockton, Cal., 1959 
2-3. Local 1278, San Diego, Cal., 1960-62

4. Local 1278, Stockton, Cal., 1962-64 
5-6. Local 1278, Grossmont, Cal., 1963-64 
7. Local 1278, San Diego, Cal., 1965-66
8. Local 1289, Peabody, Mass., 1966 
9. Local 1301, Inglewood, Cal., 1964

10. Local 1309, Kansas, M. o., 1960 
11. Local 1309, Kansas, M. o., 1960 
12. Local 1314, Pittsfield, Mass., 1962 
13. Local 1328, Houston, Tex., 1960-62 
14. Local 1332, Mathuen, Mass., 1963-64
15. Local 1334, Saint Peter, Minn., 1962 
16. Local 1340, Chelsea, Mass., 1963-64
17. Local 1342, Benton Harbor, Mich., 1960 
18. Local 1346, Shakopee, Minn., 1960 
19. Local 1346, Shakopee, Minn., 1962 
20. Local 1357, San Antonio, Tex., 1960-61 
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Box 11 

1. Local 1368, Brentwood, N.Y., 1960-62 
2. Local 1373, Harrisburg, Penn., 1962 

3-6. Local 1383, Levittown, N.Y., 1961-63 
7-8. Local 1384, Long Beach, Cal., 1963-64 

9-10. Local 1385, Dearborn Heights, Mich., 1963-64 
11. Local 1390, Cheektowaga, N.Y., 1961-63 

12-13. Local 1420, Albuquerque, N.M., 1962-63 
14. Local 1420, Albuquerque, N.M., 1964-65 
15. Local 1424, Arcadia, Cal., 1964 

16-17. Local 1424, Covina, Cal., 1965 
18. Local 1432, Fomona, Cal., 1963-64 

Box 12 

1. Local 1438, Franklin Square, N.Y., 1964-65 
2. Local 1450, Santa Fe, N.M., 1963 

3-4. Local 1457, Everett, Mass., 1964-65 
5. Local 1458, Detroit, Mich., 1963-64 
6. Local 1460, Jamaica, N.Y., 1965-66 
7. Local 1468, Beachwood, Ohio, 1966-68 
8. Local 1476, Tappan, N.Y., 1964-65 

9-11. Local 1478, Meriden, Conn., 1964-65 
12. Local 1481, Colma, Cal., 1964-65 

13-14. Local 1485, Yakima, Wash., 1965-66 
15-16. Local 1487, Downey, Cal., 1964 

17. Local 1504, Alkol, W. Virg., 1965 
18. Local 1510, Dayton, Ohio, 1965-66 
19. Local 1531, Stratford, Conn., 1964-66 
20. Local 1557, Livingston, La. , 1964-65 

Box 13 

1-4.  Local 1571, San Francisco, Cal., 1965-67 
5. Col. Federation of Teachers, 1948 
6. I11. Federation of Teachers, 1959 
7. I11. Federation of Teachers, 1959-60 
8. Local Angola, Ind., 1951 
9. Local Lansing, Mich., 1942-44 

10. Local New Orleans, La. , 1948-49 
11. Mass. State Branch, 1945-46 
12. Mich. Federation of Teachers, 1962-64 
13. Minn. Federation of Teachers, 1957 
14. Minn. Federation of Teachers, 1964 
15. Minn. Federation of Teachers, 1964-66 
16. N.Y. Federation of Teachers, 1964 

17-18. N.M., Federation of Teachers, 1964-67 
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Series II
Defense Fund Office Files, 1937-1964  

Boxes 13-16 

Correspondence, reports, financial records, minutes, and other materials concerning the administrative functions of 
the Defense Fund office. Most of the materials relate to the administration of the Defense Fund. Files are arranged 
alphabetically by subject or type of material. 

Box 13 (cont.) 

19. Alice Hanson; Carl Walz, 1941-46 
20. Defense Fund checks, 1938-54 
21. Defense Fund payments, 1955-59 
22. Defense Fund correspondence, 1957-60 
23. Defense Fund grants, 1960-62 

Box 14 

1. Executive correspondence, 1937 
2. Executive correspondence, 1937-38 

3-5. Executive correspondence, 1938 
6-9. Executive correspondence, 1939 

10.  Executive correspondence, 1939-40
11-13.  Executive correspondence, 1940 
14-16.  Executive correspondence, 1941 
17-19.  Executive correspondence, 1942 

20. Executive correspondence, 1943 
21. Executive correspondence, 1944 

Box 15 

1. Executive correspondence, 1944-45 
2. Executive correspondence, 1946 
3. Executive correspondence, 1947 
4. Executive correspondence, 1948 
5. Executive correspondence, 1948-49 
6. Educational Policies Committee, 1938-39 

7-8. Educational Policies Committee, 1940 
9.  Educational Policies Committee, 1941 

10-11.  Educational Policies Committee, 1942 
12. Educational Policies Committee, 1943-44 
13. Educational Policies Committee, 1945-47 
14. Non-union applicant, 1960 
15. Oak Lawn, I11., 1961-62 
16. Report file, 1957 
17. Report file, 1957-58 
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Box 16 

1. Report of National Academic Freedom Committee, 1939-40 
2. Report of National Academic Freedom Committee, 1940-41 
3. Report of National Academic Freedom Committee, 1941-42 
4. Report of National Academic Freedom Committee, 1943 
5. Report of National Academic Freedom Committee, 1944 
6. Thank you letters, 1960 
7. Treasurer's Report, Mich., 1964 
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Index to Subjects and Correspondence (correspondence is 
indicated by an asterisk) 

*Burgess, Stewart, 2:13, *Lightbody, Charles, 3:23-27 
4:11, 5:1, 15:1 Marriage, 1:15, 2:15, 2:16, 

Civil Liberties, 6:6-7, 3:19, 5:16 
6:12-14, 6:15-16, *Meany, George, 1:17-18 
7:14, 9:4-5, 11:9-10   Melvin, John, 2:11-13 
14:5 *Nelson, Mercedes, 1:5, 3:27 

*Connors, John, 3:25-27, 4-11   Overseas local, 13:1-4 
Conscription, 15:8                                 Racial disputes, 1:2, 1:3, 2:2 

*Counts, George, 3:26-27,                      Sabbatical, 1:1, 7:4-5, 10:5 
5:10-11 *Simonson, Rebecca, 2:13, 14:21, 

*Dodds, Ruth, 3:4, 3:6,                    15:1 
14:18, 15:2 *Snodgrass, Mildred, 2:12-13, 

*Doxsee, Harild, 2:19-20, 3:1                    14:21, 15:1 
*Eck, Michael, 14:10                               Teacher examinations, 15:7 
Editorial conflicts, 5:11, *Taeschner, Wanda, 15:6, 15:7-8 

5:18, 10:10, 11:16-18     Union busting, 4:1, 15:13, 7:3 
*Green, William, 3:25                             Union factionalism, 1:16-20, 6:22 
*Herstein, Lillian, 15:8-11        Yellow dog contracts, 5:1-2, 6:4 Hults, Lena, 2:16, 5:1, 7:7, 

7:12, 14:11, 14:14, 
14:18, 15:3, 15:5, 
15:9, 15:12 *Krause, 

Rosalie, 6:8, 8:15, 
9:1-2


