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The papers of the League for Mutual Aid were received with the papers of the
Workers' Defense League by the Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs in August 1970
and were opened for research in July of 1983.

The League for Mutual Aid was a national organization founded by Roger N. Baldwin
in New York City in 1920 with the goal of helping workers and others in personal
emergencies regardless of race, creed, or politics. This help included

interest-free loans, free legal advice, aid in finding employment and low-cost

housing, and medical referrals. Among others, the League helped the victims of
World Wars 1 and II, those hurt by the Depression, victims of McCarthyism, and
civil rights workers. Throughout the years, the membership of the League included
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, John Nicholas Beffel, Earl Browder, Stuart Chase, A. J.
Muste, Scott Nearing, A. Philip Randolph, Norman Thomas, and Rexford G. Tugwell.

In addition to providing loans to individuals, the League also accepted groups

of borrowers under special arrangements. These included southern sharecroppers,
minority youths--who used the loans to pay their initiation fees and dues in the
building trades unions--and longshoremen who were expelled with Harry Bridges
from the International Longshoremen's Association.

The League for Mutual Aid was governed by a 15 member Executive Committee which
was elected annually by the membership. The Committee raised and administered

the funds of the organization and decided on loan applications. The Executive
Committee also maintained an Advisory Committee, composed of prominant people
from a number of states, which advised members on problems and recommended
services.

In 1972, the membership of the League voted to liquidate the organization and
the League's funds were turned over to the Human Rights Fund of the Workers'
Defense League.

The papers of the League for Mutual Aid reflect the daily functioning of the
League, including its fundraising and loan-granting activities.
Important subjects covered in the collection are:

Apprenticeship Dues Strike Relief

Among the important correspondents are:

Roger Baldwin Nathan Marer

John N. Beffel Harry Rappaport
Dorothy Dunbar Bromley Frank Schonfeld
Clara dayman Adelaide Schulkind
Walter Frank Roland Watts

An index to subjects and correspondents will be found on p. 7
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Contents

6 manuscript boxes

Series 1, General Office Files, 1920-1972; Boxes 1-3:
Correspondence, minutes, membership lists, financial reports, and other items
which document the daily functioning of the organization. Included in this
series are correspondence with contributors, information on the National
Sharecroppers Fund and the Joint Apprenticeship Program, and material
concerning the liquidation of the League.

Series II, Loan Case Files, 1940-1972; Boxes 3-6:
Applications, correspondence, financial statements, and other material
comprising the loan case files of the League's Revolving Loan Fund relating
to loans granted to help striking workers and to enable others to pay
initiation fees and apprenticeship program dues.

Non-manuscript material
Ten photographs relating to the 50th Anniversary Dinner of the League on
21 March 1970, featuring Roger Baldwin, have been placed in the Archives
Audio-Visual Collections.
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Series 1
General Office Files, 1920-1972
Boxes 1-3

Correspondence, minutes, membership lists, financial reports, programs, and other
items from the office files of the League for Mutual Aid which document the
daily functioning of the organization. Included in this series are correspondence
with contributors to the League, information on the National Sharecroppers Fund,
the Joint Apprenticeship Program, and the Painters' Union, and material concerning
the liquidation of the League. The files are arranged alphabetically by subject

or by type of material

Box 1

1-6. Anniversary Luncheon, 1937-71,n.d.
7. By-Laws, 1920-39
8-20. Correspondence, 1938-70

Box 2

1-3. Correspondence, 1971-72, n.d.
4. Daily Notes, 1971
5. Employment
6-9. Financial Reports, 1936-71
10. Leases and Building Information, 1964-72
11. Liquidation, 1971-72
12-15. ; Questionnaire
16-18.  Membership; Advisory Committee, 1954-58

Box 3
1. Membership; Campaign, [19207]
2. ; Executive Committee, 1940s, 1960s, n.d.
3-7. ; General, 1921, 1968-69, n.d.
8-10. Minutes; Executive committee, 1968-71
11. ; Membership, 1921, 1968-69

12 . Miscellaneous
13.  National Sharecroppers Fund, 1957, 1966
14.  Newspaper Clippings, 1968

15-17. Pamphlets

18. Poems
19. Revolving Loan Fund
20. ; Contributors' Promissory Notes, 1927-68

21. ; Forms and Rules
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Series 11
Loan Case Files, 1940-1972
Boxes 3-6

Applications, correspondence, financial statements, and other items which comprise
the loan case files of the League. The League, through its Revolving Loan Fund,
made interest-free loans available to people in need. Many of these loans were
granted to workers who were unable to work because their unions were on strike,

or to those who used these loans to pay initiation fees and dues for apprenticeship
programs. Workers in the Painters' Union and the Social Service Employees Union,
among others, benefited greatly from these loans. The case files are arranged
alphabetically by the name of the borrower; general correspondence about loans,

a ledger book, and miscellaneous applications appear in this series at the end

of the case files.

Box 3 (cont.)

22 . Andrews, George Jr., 1969
23. Arias, Michael, 1970
24 . Belkowitz, Harry, 1971

Box 4

Boler, Deetje, 1970
Borden, Tyrone, 1969
Bossot, Huguette, 1970-71
Bowie, John, 1969
Boyland, Arilicia, 1970
Brook, Marilyn, 1969
Brower, Gail, 1971

Burnett, Milton Jr., 1969-71
Cadoo, Joyce, 1971

10. Cambeira, Alan, 1970

11. Carman, Horn R., 1970

12. Christie, Susan E., 1970-71
13. Cole, John, 1969-71

14. Collier Edith, 1970-71

15. Commisso, Stephen, 1970
16. Cope land, James, 1969
17. Daniels, Gladys, 1970

18. Dawidowicz, Peter T., 1969-70
19. Dilworth, Carrie, 1968-69
20. Doby, Reginald, 1968-69
21 . Edwards, Sheila, 1969-70
22 . Eleby, James, 1969

23. Felton, Michael, 1968

24 . Ferrell, Robert, 1969

25. Forman, Joanne, 1969-71
26. Franco, Ernesto, 1969-70
27 . Fraticelli, Elbe, 1970

28 . Gilkes, Cheryl-Louise, 1969-71
29. Gittens, Douglas, 1970

30. Goings, Herbert, 1970

31. Gottlieb, Saul, 1970-71

32. Green, Jerome, 1970-71
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Box 4 (cont.)

33. Greenstein, Sidney, 1970-71
34 . Haner, Harold, 1969-70
35. Hardy, Leonard, 1968
36. Herriford, John, 1969-71
37. Hornedo, Thomas, 1968-69
38. Hye, Paul, 1970
39. Inman, Charles, 1969-70
40. Jackson, Robert, 1970
41 . Jimenez, Joe, 1968
42 . Johnson, Melvin, 1969-71
43-44.  Joint Apprenticeship Program; Correspondence, 1967-71
45, ; Financial Statements, 1969-71, n.d.
46. ; Loans Repaid
47 . Jones, Patricia, 1971
48 . Jones, Samuel, 1970
49 . Kaplan, Joann, 1970-71
50. Keddie, Shirley, 1970-71
51. Keddie, Wells, 1968-69

Box 5

Kerpen, Emest, 1965-67
Kornegay, Emma, 1970
Ledbetter, Maxine, 1970-71
Longshoremen, 1970
Lopez, Samuel, 1967-68
Lucas, Joan, 1970

Lucien, Garrett, 1967-68
Malekpour, Judith, 1970-71
Malloy, Kathleen, 1969-71
10. Marigliano, Anthony, 1969-71
11. Martinez, Jose, 1969-71

12 . Martinez, Ramon, 1969-70
13. McDaniel, Ronald, 1969
14. McDonald, Jean, 1971

15. McHardy, Alfred, 1969-70
16. Miller, Charles, 1969

17. Mont, Irma, 1969-70

18. Natelli, Meryl, 1971

19. Painters' Union, 1969-71
20. Perry, Billye, 1970

21. Pierpont, R. J., 1969

22 . Portalatin, Maria, 1971
23. Rohr, Robert, 1970-71

24 . Romain, Lucien, 1965-68
25. Russell, Jeffrey, 1971

26. Scognamiglio, Mario, 1970
27. Senperes, Ralph, 1969-71
28. Sheafe, Ruby, 1970-71
29. Smith, Willie, 1970

30. Social Service Employees Union, 1969-71
31. Sopata, Douglas, 1970

32. Sosa, Relin, 1970

33. Sparks, Richard, 1970-71
34 . Thompson, Doris, 1970
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Box 5 (cont)
35. Vadascy, Nichol, 1968-71
36. Vozzo, Mario, 1969-71
37. Ward, William, 1970-71
38. Wells, Edward, 1969
39. White, Jean, 1969
40. White, Peter, 1966-68
41. White, William, 1970-71
42.  Williams, Benona, 1970
43. Wilson, Joseph, 1970
44. Wood, Clyde, 1969
45. Worthy, Bill, 1971
46. Youngberg, Alan, 1970-71
Box 6

Correspondence, 1940-72
Ledger Book, 1958-1968
Loan Applications, 1963-71
Loans Unpaid, 1971

League for Mutual Aid



League for Mutual Aid

Index to Subjects and Correspondence

(correspondence is indicated by an asterisk)

Agricultural Workers, 3:13, 3:16-17

American Civil Liberties Union, 1:4

American Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Employees, 1:20

American Friends Service Committee, 1:11

American Humanist Association, 1:13

American Jewish Council, 3:15

Baldwin, Roger, 1:4-5, 1:18, 3:12

*Baldwin, Roger, 1:3, 1:14, 1:19, 2:15,
2:18

Beftel, John N., 1:4

*Beffel, JohnN., 1:1, 2:16-17

Birth Control, 1:8

Blacks, 1:11, 3:17

*Bluestein, Abraham, 1:3, 1:15, 1:17-19,
2:1,4:36

*Bowe, William, 1:2-3, 1:15-16, 1:18, 2:18

*Bromley, Dorothy Dunbar, 1:15-17, 2:15,
3:2,3:4,4:20,4:23,4:35,4:37,4:43,
4:51, 5:7,5:24, 5:35

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters,
1:9,1:13, 1:15-16

*Brower, Gail, 3:24, 4:8, 4:49, 5:18, 6:1

Civil Rights, 3:15

*Clayman, Clara, 1:3, 1:5, 1:17-20,
2:1-2,2:10-11, 3:22-23, Boxes 4-5,
6:1

Education, 3:12, 3:15

Employment, 3:15

Frank, Walter, 1:19

*Frank, Walter, 1:11, 2:16

Fund for Human Rights, 2:2. See also
Workers' Defense League

*Glass, Joseph, 1:15-16, 1:19, 2:3,3:4

Harlem Teams for Self Help, 1:19

*Harrington, Michael, 5:4

*Harris, Iris, 1:10

*Horowitz, Rachelle, 1:13, 2:18

Housing, 3:15

International Brotherhood of Pulp,

Sulphite, and Paper Mill Workers,

1:5

International Brotherhood of Teamsters,
1:9

Intermational Ladies' Germent Workers'
Union, 1:5, 1:8,1:12, 1:15,2:1, 2:17

*Kenyon, Dorothy, 1:2, 1:5, 1:14, 1:19,
2:16

*Lloyd, AliciaR., 1:8-9, 1:15, 1:17

*Marer, Nathan, 1:2, 1:11-15, 1:17-18,
2:1-2,2:15-16, 2:18, 3:2, 3:5, 3:8,
4:4,4:27,4:31,4:43,4:51,5:1,5.7,
5:14,5:24-25, 5:40-41, 6:1

Marion, Kitty, 1:8

Mead, Margaret, 1:1

Muste, A.J., 1:14

National Advisory Council on Farm Labor,
3:16

National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, 1:13,2:17

National Committee for Rural Schools, 1:18

National Community Relations Advisory
Council, 3:15

National Council of Senior Citizens, 1:13

National Maritime Union of America, 1:17

National Sharecroppers Fund, 1:13, 3:13

*0lsen, AlexW., 1:5,1:17, 1:20, 2:1-2,
2:11, 2:16, 3:24, 5:8-9

Painters, Decorators, and Paper Hangers
of America, 1:17-18,4:8, 4:13,4:22-23,
5:10-11, 5:19, 5:27, 5:36-37. See
also Frank Schonfeld

*Peterson, Leroy, 1:1

*Randolph, A. Philip, 1:14,2:16

Rappaport, Harry, 3:2

*Rappaport, Harry, 1:5, 1:10-13, 1:18-20,
2:1-3,2:11, 2:16-17

*Russel, Alfred, 2:3

*Rustin, Baynard, 1:14, 5:4

*Schonfeld, Frank, 3:23, 3:36-37, 48,
4:13,4:32,5:10-11, 5:19, 5:27

*Schulkind, Adelaide, 1:1, 1:3, 1:8-19,
2:1,2:17-18,3:2,3:8, 3:13, 6:1

*Schulkind, David, 1:10, 1:12-13, 1:16-18

Social Service Employees Union, 2:2, 3:22,
4:17,4:27,4:30,4:38,4:48, 5:2,
5:15,5:17,5:30, 5:32,5:42

The Newspaper Guild, 2:1

*Thomas, Norman, 1:11-12

*Thompson, Marttie Louis, 1:5

*Totten, Ashley, 1:9

United Federation of Teachers, 1:17, 2:1

Upholster's International Union of North
America, 1:9

Vocation for Social Change, 2:2

*Vorse, Mary Heaton, 2:16

Wages: minimum, 2:5

War Resisters' League, 2:2

Watts, Roland, 3:2

*Watts, Roland, 1:2, 1:14, 1:16-18,
1:20,2:3,2:10-12, 3:8, 3:11,4:19

*Weingarten, Carola, 1:12, 2:18

*Weinstein, Irving, 2:17

‘Women: suffragette movement, 1:8

Workers' Defense League, 1:1, 1:9, 1:11,
1:14,1:16.,2:3, 2:11-15, 3:10.
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Workers' Defense League (cont.). See also
Fund for Human RightsG

World War 11, 1:8

Young Women's Christian Association, 1:10

Youth, 1:11



