
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS LOCAL 1700 

Papers, 1962-1977 
(Predominantly, 1967-1975) 

3.5 linear feet 
Accession Number 1072 

L. C. Number MS 

The papers of the American Federation of Teachers Local 1700 were placed in the Archives of 
Labor and Urban Affairs in January of 1982 and opened for research in October of 1993. 

The Chicago Federation of Teachers was formed in 1897, with Catherine Goggin as its president 
and Margaret Haley as its driving force. On 15 April 1916, the American Federation of Teachers 
was formed in Willmette, IL. Charles Stillman was the AFT's first president, and Margaret Haley 
its national organizer. 

The Archdiocesan Teachers Federation (ATF)--Local 1700, the American Federation of 
Teachers(AFT)--was and organization made up of grade and high school teachers employed at the 
schools
of the Archdiocese of Chicago. The ATF included both lay and religious teachers. The main 
office was located at 21 West Superior, Chicago, IL. Important names in the Federation's history 
are James Keane, President, and Robert Keeley, Executive Secretary. 

The files consist of correspondence, memos, reports, lists, and other printed material relating to 
thedefunct Local 1700. 

Important subjects covered in the collection are 

Contract Writing and Revision Seton Strike, 1968 
Public Relations 

Among the correspondents are: 

James Keane Robert Keeley 



2
AFT Local 1700 

Contents
7 manuscript boxes 

Series I, Contracts, 1962-1975, Boxes 1-5: 
   Correspondence, schedules, reports, lists of names, rough drafts, final copies and other 

materials relating to contract writing and revision. 

Series II, Lay Teachers Strike--Seton High School, 1968, Box 6: 
   Correspondence, questionnaires, lists of names, and handwritten notes relating to the strike at 

Elizabeth Seton High School. 

Series III, Public Relations, 1967-1977, Box 7: 
Correspondence, newspaper clippings, pamphlets, and other materials concerning the promotion 

of AFT Local 1700. 

Non-manuscript material: 
Approximately 100 photographs and other A-V material relating to AFT Local 1700, its members 

and activities, have been placed in the Archives Audio-Visual Collection. 
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Series I 
Contracts, 1962-75 

Boxes 1-5 

Schedules, reports, lists of names, correspondence, rough drafts, final copies of contracts. Also, membership applications,
handwritten notes, and articles relating to contract negotiation. Files arranged chronologically. 

Box 1 
1. Contract and salary schedule for lay teachers, 1962 
2. Article by David Selden on collective bargaining, 1965 
3. Lay personnel directory, 1965-66 
4. Officers' report to AFT convention, 1966 
5. Illinois Federation of Teachers roster, 1966-67 
6. Little Flower High School agreement, 1967 
7. Name and address lists, 1967 
8. Membership applications, 1967 
9. St. Leo High School contract, 1967 
10. Brother Rice High School agreement, 1967 
11. High School study commission, 1967 
12. ATF lists of names, 1967 
13. Archdiocese of Chicago School Board summer high school directory,1967 
14. Roll call of delegates, 1967 
15. ATF constitution, 1967 
16. Catholic Interracial Council of Chicago draft of recommendation, 1967 
17. Laws relating to union activity in Illinois, 1967 
18. ATF membership applications, 1967 
19. ATF convention, 1967 
20. Veterans Administration Chicago Regional Office and American Federation of 

Government Employees Lodge # 1765 agreement, 1967 
21. Teachers Committee on Catholic Education. 
22. Tax sheltered annuities, 1967 
23. Contract preparation and short list of contract terms, 1967 
24. ATF miscellaneous forms and cards, 1967 
25. Leave policies and other unions, 1967 
26. Notre Dame High School statement on Christian education, Feb 1967 
27. St. Leo High School press release, parent letter, and statement, Apr 1967 
28. Collective bargaining memorandum of understanding, 30 Apr 1967 
29. Article by Rev. Robert A. Reicher, 26 May 1967 
30. Hales Franciscan High School personnel policies, 5 Jun 1967 
31. Personnel Policy Committee correspondence, Jul 1967 
32. Leadership Seminar, 16 Jul 1967 

Box 2 

1. Dedication and charter signing, 14 Aug 1967 
2. First signing of charter guest list, 14 Aug 1967 
3. Canonical problems, 20 Aug 1967 
4. Monthly meetings, Aug - Sep 1967 
5. Correspondence, Aug - Oct 1967 
6. Pleasant Valley conference, 8 Sep 1967 
7. Workshop on personnel policies, 16 Sep 1967 
8. Labor education, Fall 1967 
9. Suburban Sub-Committee, Oct 1967 
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10. Francis J. Brown statement, 16 Oct 1967 
11. Archdiocese of Chicago School Directory, 1967-68 
12. School Board notes, reports, pamphlets, n.d. 
13. Illinois Federation of Teachers letters and bulletins, 1967-68 
14. AFT financial statements, Aug - Sep 1967 and Jan - Mar 1968 
15. Retirement, 1967-68 
16. St. Laurence High School collective bargaining, 1967-68 
17. Handwritten notes, 1967-68 
18. Correspondence, 1967-75 
19. Memos, 1967-69 
20. Correspondence, 1967-75 
21. Revised proposal, 15 Jan 1968 
22. Copies of letters to unions 24 Mar 1968 
23. Elections, May 1968 
24. St. Leo High School arbitration award, Dec 1968 
25. Chicago Federation of Labor and Industrial Council, 1968 
26. Cook County College constitution and by-laws, 1968 

Box 3 

1. Life insurance information, 1968 
2. High School Policy Commission Report, 1968 
3. Telegrams, 1968 
4. Archdiocesan salary scale, 1968 
5. Philadelphia #1776 constitution, 1968 
6. Correspondence, 1968 
7. St. Laurence High School correspondence and notes, 1968-69 
8. Sts. Cornelius, Cecilia, Leo and Bernard High Schools, correspondence, notes and 

questionnaire, 1968-70 
9. Inner-City Teachers Organizing Committee agenda and notes, 20 Jan 1969 
10. Archdiocesan School Office three-year plan, 5 Feb 1969 
11. Ground rules, 13 Feb 1969 
12. Organizing reports and notes, Jan - Feb 1969 
13. St. Anne collective bargaining, Sep 1969 
14. St. Bede collective bargaining, Oct 1969 
15. St. Martin contract, 6 Oct 1969 
16. De La Salle High School notes, Oct 1969 
17. Organizing notes and correspondence, 1969 
18. Proposal to Alinsky Industrial Foundation Institute, 1969 
19. School policies and administrative regulations for elementary schools manuscript, 

1969
20. Illinois General Assembly list of state representatives, 1969 
21. Proposal for organizing teachers, 1969 
22. Illinois Federation of Teachers constitution and by-laws, 1969 
23. Correspondence with School Board, 1969 
24. St. Anslem basic contract, 1969 
25. Dental program pamphlet, 1969 
26. Group insurance pamphlet, 1969 
27. St. Simeon notes, 1969 

Box 4 

1. St. Martin contract, correspondence, notes, 1969 
2. Collective bargaining, 1969 



5
AFT Local 1700 

3. St. Leo collective bargaining and grievance procedure, 1969 
4. Our Lady of Solace contract, 1969 
5. Sts. Martin and Carthage revised proposal, 1969-70 
6. St. Anslem Grade School agreement, 1969-70 
7. St. Callistus agreement, 1969-70 
8. Local 1600 benefits, 6 Jan 1969 
9. Sts. Leo, Columbanus, and Our Lady of Peace election campaign, 22Feb 1970 
10. Dr. Frank Brown statement, 7 Mar 1970 
11. Sts. Leo, Columbanus, and Our Lady of Peace agreement, 1970 
12. School policies and administrative regulations for elementary schools, 1970 
13. Proposal (long form), 1970 
14. St. Carthage collective bargaining, 1970 
15. CTU contract provisions, 1970 
16. St. Fidelis notes and correspondence, 1970 
17. Our Lady Queen of Peace collective bargaining, 1970 
18. ATF authorization cards, Mar - Apr 1971 
19. ATF organizing committee, 26 Apr 1971 
20. Elections, May 1971 
21. Elections, Dec 1971 
22. Local 189 minutes, Winter 1972 
23. ATF term paper, 15 Jan 1972 
24. ATF constitution, 1972 

Box 5 

1. Catholic School Board of Chicago correspondence, Feb - Mar 1973 
2. Catholic School Board of Chicago lists of teachers, Feb - Mar 1973 
3. Local 189 spring mailing, 1973 
4. Organizing committee correspondence, Apr - May 1973 
5. Marist High School notes, Fall 1973 
6. St. Philip Neri Church correspondence, notes, 1973-75 
7. Treasurer's reports, 1974 
8-9.  Local 189 correspondence, 1974 
10. High School Policy Commission, n.d. 
11. North-Side Organizing Unit, n.d. 
12. Election campaign, n.d. 
13. Guidelines for parish school boards, n.d. 
14. Council 12 program of action, n.d. 
15. Model contracts, n.d. 
16. Collective bargaining agreement working copy, n.d. 
17. ATF proposed constitution, n.d. 
18. Contract of employment, blank copy, n.d. 
19. Agreement, blank copy, n.d. 
20. Eligibility lists, n.d. 
21. School District 147 final agreement, n.d. 
22. Guidelines for parish school boards, n.d. 
23. Little Flower contract, n.d. 

Series II 
Lay Teachers' Strike--Seton High School, 1968 

Box 6 

Correspondence, questionnaires, lists of names, interviews, notes, and other materials relating to the 
strike at Elizabeth Seton High School. Files are arranged chronologically. 
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Box 6 

1. Faculty meeting, 31 Aug 1967 
2. Teacher questionnaire, 5 Dec 1967 
3. Faculty lists, 1967-68 
4. Materials for distribution, 1967-68 
5. Publicity, Feb - Jun 1968 
6. Draft of letter to parents, 15 Mar 1968 
7. Petitions, 8 May 1968 
8. Chronology of strike, 17 May 1968 
9. Press kit on scabs, May 1968 
10. Interview with Ron Sipowich, Jul 1968 
11. Interview with Robert Keeley, 4 Aug 1968 
12. Interview with Dennis Hiffman, 9 Aug 1968 
13. Correspondence, Oct 1967 - Oct 1968 
14. Questionnaires, 1968-69 
15. Resource materials, 1968-69 
16. Faculty senate teacher contract, 1968-69 
17. Notes, 2 Mar 1969 
18. "Teacher Militancy in a Catholic High School: The Elizabeth Seton Story," by Darl 

Everett Snyder, n.d. 

Series III 
Public Relations, 1967-1977 

Box 7 

Correspondence, newspapers, clippings, pamphlets, church bulletins and other materials 
concerning the promotion of AFT Local 1700. Files are arranged alphabetically by subject or type 
of material. 

Box 8 

1. ATF history, 1 Mar 1969 
2. Booklets, pamphlets re: AFT, 1966-75 
3. Chicago Daily News School Page, 20 Feb 1967 
4. Clippings, 1967 
5. Clippings, 1968-76 
6. Commonweal. 11 Nov 1966 
7. Correspondence, bulletins, agendas, announcements, pamphlets,1967 
8. The Daily Defender. 21 Aug 1967 
9. Literature for talks, 1967 
10. Press memos, 1968-69; 1975 
11. National Conference for Interracial Justice pamphlet, 1967 
12. The National Catholic Reporter. Aug and Oct 1967 
13. The New World. 22 Sep 1967 
14. Pamphlet, "Why Teachers Need the AFL-CIO," 1965 
15. Public Relations—Labor Friends. Aug 1967 
16. "Reveille for Radicals," article by Saul Alinsky 
17. Illinois Union Teacher. Oct 1967 - Mar 1969, Jan 1968, May 1968 
18. "Teachers' Unions in Catholic Schools," article by Joseph Mooney 
19. "Those Expensive Lay Teachers," article by Anthony Seidl, Commonweal. Apr 

1967


