THE RHODE ISLAND FEDERATION OF TEACHERS COLLECTION

Papers, 1946-1982
(Predominantly, 1967-77)

9 linear feet

Accession number 1349
L. C. Number MS

The papers of the Rhode Island Federation of Teachers were placed
in the Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs in November of 1987
and were opened for research in May of 1988.

The Rhode Island Federation of Teachers headquarters are located in Pawtucket, Rhode Island.
This organization received its charter from the American Federation of Teachers on March
27,1947. It was originally chartered as the Rhode Island Branch, American Federation of
Teachers. In 1958 the organization voted to change its name to the Rhode Island Federation of
Teachers. The original unions comprising the Rhode Island Branch , AFT , were : the Warwick.
Teachers' Union Local 915; the North Providence Federation of Teachers Local 920; the
Pawtucket Teachers' Alliance Local 930; the Woonsocket Teachers' Guild Local 251; and the
Providence Teachers' Alliance Local 958. The first president of the Rhode Island Branch, AFT,
was Edward M. J. Melucci.

The papers of the Rhode Island Federation of Teachers reflect the activities of the federation in
the areas of improving the status of their membership and public schools through participation in
various labor, professional, educational programs ,and through the support and sponsoring of
political candidates and legislation. The papers also reflect to a lesser extent the activities of the
American Federation of Teachers and the various Rhode Island Federation of Teachers Locals'
activities in the same areas.

Important subjects covered in the collection are:

AFT Administration School Curriculum
RIFT Administration Teacher Education
RIFT Arbitrations and Grievances Teacher Salaries
RIFT Political Action Teacher Strikes
School Construction Union Mergers

Among the important correspondents are:

John M. Eklund Carl J. Megel

John M. Fewkes Sen. Claiborne Pell
Arthur J. Hartin Donald Porter
Irvin Kuenzli Albert Shanker

An index to subjects and correspondents will be found on p.14

A key to abbreviations used will be found or
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Contents
18 manuscript boxes

Series I, American Federation of Teachers, 1950-1977, Boxes 1-3:
Correspondence, notices, convention minutes, reports and other
materials relating to the parent organization's activities,

administration, and its financial and organizational support
of the Rhode Island Federation of Teachers.

Series II, Rhode Island Federation of Teachers Executive, 1947-
1982, Boxes 3-9: Correspondence, minutes, reports, clippings,
and other materials relating to the activities of RIFT's
executive, executive board, and executive organizations in
the fields of finance, labor, politics, and education.

Series III, General Files, 1946-1977, Boxes 9-18:
Correspondence, clippings, reports and other materials
relating to RIFT's and individual Locals' financial status,
educational, labor, charitable programs, arbitrations, griev-
ances, and support of education related legislation.

Non-manuscript Material:

Approximately 27 photographs relating to

to RIFT's and its Locals' activities in

the areas of strikes. politics, and chari-

table contributions have been placed in
Archives Audio Visual Collection. Numerous
labor and education related reports, pam-
phlets, newsletters, and newspapers received
with this collection are available in the
Archives Library.
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Key to Abbreviations

AFL-CIO American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial

Organizations
AFT American Federation of Teachers
COPE Committee on Political Education
IOTA Instrument for the Observation of Teaching Activities
NEA National Education Association

QUEST Quality Educational Standards in Teaching

RI Rhode Island
RIEA Rhode Island Education Association
RIFT Rhode Island Federation of Teachers

WEA Warwick Education Association
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Series 1
American Federation of Teachers, 1950-1977
Boxes 1-3

Correspondence, minutes, reports, and other items relating to AFT publications, financial
assistance programs, charter applications, convent ions, executive offices and political arm,
COPE. Much of the material relates to the assistance offered RIFT by the AFT mainly through
their Assistance Program and Commission on Service to Lo cals and State Federations. There is
also material concerning AFT campaigns for educational renewal, teacher rights, and protests
against proposed legislation. political candidates and appoint ments, especially the Sidney Mar
land Protest. Less extensive, but equally important is the AFT dismissal of Irvin Kuenzli as
Secretary-Treasurer, which caused a wave of protest from most of the state federations
throughout the country. In addition, it contains correspondence and reports on the unprecedented
jailing of AFT president, David Selden, during the Newark Teacher Strike of 1970 and the
subsequent "Bread and Water Receptions," held throughout the country to cover his legal costs,
and in order to aid the Newark teachers. Files are arranged alphabetically by subject or type of
material, and chronologically when there is more than one folder on any given subject. Gaps in
the inclusive dates are indicated throughout.

Box 1

1. The American Teacher: format change, 13 Sep 1954
2. Assistance Program; financial aid to state federations,
Jun 1975-Dec 1977
3-4. Charter Applications; 1971, Jan 1972-Oct 1973
5-6. Commission on Service to Local and State Federations,
Jun-Nov 1973, Apr-Nov 1976
7-8. COPE, 1973-1976
9. State Constitutions; various states' formats, 1950
10-14. National Conventions, 1951-1952, 1970-1972, 1976
15. Executive Office; Pre*. John M. Eklund, Jan 1952
16. Executive Office; Pres. Carl Megel, Dec 1952-Jun 1954
17. Executive Office; Pres. David Selden's "Bread and Water
Reception," Mar-Jun 1970
18. Executive Office; S.E. New England Area V.P. Arthur

Hartin, 1952-1954

19. Executive Office; Secretary-Treasurer Irvin Kuenzli,
1953-1954
20. Executive Office; Secretary-Treasurer Irvin Kuenzli's

dismissal and protest, 1953-1954
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Box 2
1. Executive Council Minutes, 1951-1953
2. "Fifth Amendment" Policy Controversy, 1953-1954

3-11. General Correspondence, 1953-1954, Nov 1967-Dec 1969,
1970-1974, 1976-1977
12. Protest of Dr. Sidney Mar land Appointment, Sep-Dec 1970

Box 3

National Defense Fund, Dec 1975-Dec 1976

National Health Insurance Program, 1952-1954
National Office Transfer Announcement, 15 Sep 1953
National Referendum, Feb-Jul 1954

"Quest" Consortiums, Sep 1970-Apr 1974

Social Security Notices, 1950-1952

"Voucher Plan" Protest, 1970-1976

Washington Newsletter. Nov 1951-Apr 1954

PN =
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Series 11
Rhode Island Federation of Teachers Executive, 1947-1982
Boxes 3-9

Correspondence, minutes of executive board meetings and conven tions, reports and other items
relating to the financial, political, and labor activities of RIFT executive offices and its
political arm, COPE. Most noteworthy is the extensive documentation on RIFT COPE, and its
sponsoring and fund raising activities for political candidates on the local, state, and national
level, especially the Carter presidential campaign of 1976. There is also extensive
documentation on Sen. Claiborne Pell of Rhode Island, who was enthusiastically supported by
RIFT because of his proeducation stand in the senate. Files are arranged alphabetically by
subject or type of materials, and chronologically when more than one folder occurs within the
same subject area. Gaps in inclusive dates are indicated throughout.

Box 3

9-16. RIFT COPE, May-Dec 1972, Mar-Nov 1974, Jan-Nov 1976,
and May 1977-Sep 1978

Box 4

1 RIFT COPE, 2 Oct 1978-Aug 1979 (cont'd from Box 3)

-3.
4. RIFT COPE; 1975 Bond Issue, Jun 1975
5. RIFT COPE; Carter-Mondale Steering Committee, 29 Sep
1976
6. RIFT COPE; Carter presidential campaign, Feb-Jun 1976
7. RIFT COPE; John P. Hawkins campaign, Mar-Aug 1976
8-9. RIFT COPE; Julius C. Michaelson campaigns, Oct-Nov 1970

and Jul 1974-Oct 1976
10-11. RIFT COPE; Sen Claiborne Pell's positions on education,

1960-1974

12. RIFT COPE; election endorsements and fund raising

campaigns, Jan-May 1976
13. RIFT COPE; Survey of voting districts, 1970

14. RIFT Convention; brochure of 2nd annual convention, 21
May 1952

15. RIFT Convention, 16-18 Oct 1969

16. RIFT Convention; minutes, Jun-Dec 1971

17. RIFT Convention, Jun-Oct 1972

18. RIFT Convention; minutes, 13-14 Oct 1973
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Box 5

RIFT Convention, 11-12 Oct 1974 (cont'd from Box 4)
RIFT Convention; minutes, 24-25 Oct 1975
RIFT Convention; materials on 1974 and 1975
conventions, 1974-1975
RIFT Convention, 1-2 Oct 1976
RIFT Convention; resolutions and Carter endorsement, 1-
2 Oct 1976
Rhode Island Department of Education-Dr. Walsh, Dec
1950- May 1951
7-8. Rhode Island Department of Education, 1974-1975
9. RIFT Executive Council Minutes; predominantly 1969, Oct
1961-Dec 1969
10-12. RIFT Executive Council Minutes, 1970-1972

o LA L

Box 6

1-12. RIFT Executive Council Minutes, 1973, Jan-Jun 1974,
Sep-Dec 1974, 1975, Jan-Oct 1976, Mar-Jun 1979, Aug
1979, Mar-Jun 1980, Aug-Dec 1980, and Jan-Apr 1981
(cont'd from Box 5)

Box 7

1-2. RIFT Executive Council Minutes, May-Dec 1981, and Jan-
Apr 1982 (cont'd from Box 6)
3. RIFT Executive Privy Council Minutes, Nov 1971-Sep 1977
4, RIFT The Federationist; state newsletter, Jan 1969-Oct
1971
5-6. RIFT Financial Statements, Oct 1967-Oct 1969 and Jan
1970-Oct 1973
7-8. RIFT Financial Statements; Treasurer's reports, Dec
1969-Dec 1970 and Jan 1971-Dec 1973
9. RIFT General Correspondence, 1947-1949
10. RIFT General Correspondence; minutes RI Branch, AFT,
1950
11-14. RIFT General Correspondence, 1951, Jan-Sep 1952, Jan-
Nov 1953, and Mar-Dec 1954

Box 8

1-14. RIFT General Correspondence, Feb 1955-Jun 1958, Jul
1959-Aug 1960, Feb 1961-Oct 1962, Feb 1963-Dec 1964,
Feb 1965-Dec 1966, May 1967-Jun 1969, 1970-1973, and
1976

Box 9

1. RIFT Membership List, Jul 1952-Oct 1954
2. RIFT Speech Materials, 1971



Rhode Island Federation of Teachers Collection

-8-
Series 111

General Files, 1946-1977
Boxes 9-18

Correspondence, reports,and other items relating to RIFT's parti cipation and relationship with the RI
AFL-CIO,RI legislature, various committees, commissions, educational-school programs, and charitable
organizations, especially the United Way Drives. There is also extensive documentation on Rhode Island
teacher salaries, school construction, and on the Management and Manpower programs. In addition,
there is extensive correspondence, reports, and other materials relating to the individual Locals'
arbitrations, grie vances , finance , strikes , and general correspondence, with emphasis on the 1951
Pawtucket Strike, which defied an AFT ban on teacher strikes. Files are arranged alphabetically by
subject or type of material, and chronologically within subject areas that have more than one folder.
Gaps in inclusive dates are indicated throughout.

Box 9
3. Addresses; RIFT, Sep 1947-1953
4-5. AFL-CIO State Conventions, Mar 1953 and 15-17 Oct 1976
6. AFL-CIO Correspondence, May 1951-Oct 1952
7. AFL-CIO Executive Board Meetings; minutes and resolu-
tions, Feb-Nov 1974
8. AFL-CIO-William Green and Julius Parker, n.d.
9. Arbitrations and Grievances; Everett Davis, Jan 1972-
Jul 1975
10. Arbitrations and Grievances; Richard Kenyon, Feb 1970-
Dec 1973
11. Arbitrations and Grievances; Cornelius McAulliffe, Aug
1971-Jan 1974
12. Arbitrations and Grievances; McCabe National Defense
Request, May-Jun 1952
13. Arbitrations and Grievances; Donna McCutcheon and Irene
Reilly, Jan-Jun 1975
14. Arbitrations and Grievances; Robert Marchand, Feb 1971-
Feb 1972
15. Arbitrations and Grievances; Newport Teachers'
Association, 21 Nov 1972
16. Arbitrations and Grievances; Pawtucket Committee, Jan
1952-Mar 1954
17. Arbitrations and Grievances; Pawtucket Local, Nov 1949-
Dec 1952
18. Arbitrations and Grievances; St. Aloysius Home, 26 Sep
1974
19. Arbitrations and Grievances; Manuel Stevos, Oct 1973-
Jan 1974
20. Arbitrations and Grievances; Vocational Rehabilitation

Counselors, Aug-Sep 1971
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12.

13.
14.
15.
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18.
19.
20.

Box 11
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Arbitrations and Grievances; Warwick Local, Aug 1973-
Feb 1974
Arbitrations and Grievances; Warwick psychologists, May
1974-Jan 1975
Building Representatives' Correspondence, Jun 1976
Building Representatives' Mailing List, Oct 1971-Nov
1974 and Jan 1975-Oct 1976
Commissioner of Education Candidate Interviews, Jul-Dec
1974
Commissions and Committees; Ad Hoc Committee on Release
of Test Scores, 1968-1970, Nov 1971, Feb-Dec 1972, and
Jan 1973-Apr 1974
Commissions and Committees; Consumer Affairs, n.d.
Commissions and Committees; Energy Conservation, Dec
1975
Commissions and Committees; general RIFT, Mar 1973-Mar
1976
Commissions and Committees; joint RIFT/RIEA, Dec 1971-
Apr 1974
Commissions and Committees; Motion Picture Classifica-
tion, 30 Sep 1974

Commissions and Committees; Planning, Programming and

Budget, Jan-Apr 1974 and Jun-Oct 1974

Commissions and Committees; state government, Jan-Oct
1974

Commissions and Committees; Teacher Unity, Sep 1974-Jan
1975

Conferences; Educational Board, Nov 1968-Oct 1972

Conferences; Governor's on Women, Oct 1972
Conferences; State Assessment, Jan-May 1974
Educational-School Programs; affirmative action, 3-20
May 1974

Educational-School Programs; career education, Apr
1972-Nov 1974

Educational-School Programs; career guidance institute,
Jul-Aug 1975

6-8. Educational-School Programs; construction, Oct 1973-
Apr 1974 and Jul 1974-Feb 1975

9-10. Educational-School Programs; economic, Oct 1971-Dec
1973

11.
12.

Educational-School Programs; grading, Feb 1971

Educational-School Programs; information systems, Apr-
Oct 1971

13-18. Educational-School Programs; management, Apr-Dec 1972,

Jan-Jun 1973,and Aug 1973-Jul 1974
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Box 12

1-3. Educational-School Programs; manpower development, Jan
1972-Jul 1974
4.  Educational-School Programs; methods, [c.1970]
5. Educational-School Programs; more effectiveness, Jan
1971-Jun 1972
6-9. Educational-School Programs; objectives, Jun 1971-Jun
1973 and Sep-Dec 1973
10-11. Educational-School Programs; performance based certifi-
cation, Jan 1972-Jul 1973
12. Educational-School Programs; performance based teacher
education, 1969-1973
13-14. Educational-School Programs; performance contracting,
1969-1971
15. Educational-School Programs; performance contracting
seminar, Sep 1970-Jan 1971
16. Educational-School Programs; planning, Aug-Sep 1972
17. Educational-School Programs; "Project Close-Up," Jun
1973- Sep 1974
18. Educational-School Programs; reading awareness, Oct
1975-Nov 1976
19.  Educational-School Programs; National Reading Council,
Aug-Nov 1970

Box 13

1-2. Educational-School Programs; speakers, Jan-May 1970 and
Dec 1971-Jan 1974
3. Educational-School Programs; staff development, Nov
1971-Nov 1972
4. Educational-School Programs; statewide districts, Mar
1972
5. Educational-School Programs; television, Feb 1972-May
1976
6. Educational-School Programs; statewide testing, May-Jun
1972
7.  Educational-School Programs; testing and students, Feb-
Apr 1975
8.  Educational-School Programs; year round schools, Feb
1971-Sep 1973
9. Financial; bond issue, 2-24 Jun 1975
10-13. Financial; RI budget, Jan-Feb 1975, 6-17 Mar 1975 and
20 Mar 1975- -Aug 1976
14-15. Financial; union dues, Aug 1969-Sep 1970
16. Financial; Early Financial Information Project, Jan
1975-May 1976
17—18. Financial; post-secondary education, Apr—Nov 1974
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Box 14

Financial; office equipment, May 1966-Jan 1970

Financial; Pawtucket scholarships, Jun 1952

Financial; travel bills, Sep 1973-Apr 1974

Financial; Treasurer's report-Pawtucket, Nov 1950-Aug

1954

Governor's Office; Dennis J. Roberts, May 1951-Sep 1954
6-7. Legislation; educational issues, Oct 1974-Oct 1975

8-11. Legislature; Rhode Island, Oct 1973-Jun 1976

HwdE

e

12-13. Locals' General Correspondence; Association of Teachers

of Driver Education, Jul 1973-Apr 1977

14. Locals' General Correspondence; Association of Teacher
Educators, Jan 1972-Feb 1975

15. Locals' General Correspondence; Bristol Teachers'
Union, Jun-Jul 1967

16. Locals' General Correspondence; Brown University, Nov
1971

17.  Locals' General Correspondence; Central Falls Teachers'
Union, Sep-Nov 1967

18. Locals' General Correspondence; Cranston Teachers'

Union, 7 Nov 1967
19.  Locals' General Correspondence; Detroit Federation of
Teachers, 28 Jun 1951

20. Locals' General Correspondence; Diocesan Teachers, 20
Aug 1975

21. Locals' General Correspondence; Exeter-West Greenwich
district, 19 Oct 1967

22. Locals' General Correspondence; Gary, Indiana Local 4,
Feb-Mar 1951

23. Locals' General Correspondence; Lincoln Teachers'
Association, Mar 1970-Jul 1974

24. Locals' General Correspondence; Manpower, Development

and Training Federation of Teachers, Sep 1972-Apr 1974

Box 15

1-4. Locals' General Correspondence; North Providence
Teachers' Union, Nov 1967-Sep 1968, Jun-Sep 1969, and
Jan 1970-Sep 1973

5-6. Locals' General Correspondence; Pawtucket Teachers'
Alliance, Nov 1950-Sep 1954 and Dec 1969-Nov 1973
7. Locals' General Correspondence; Providence College, Sep
1972-Apr 1975
8-13. Locals' General Correspondence; Providence Teachers'
Union, Mar-Apr 1952, 1968-1971, Jan-Oct 1972, Mar-Nov
1973,and 1974-1975
14. Locals' General Correspondence; RI College Local, Sep
1967-Dec 1971
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1-2. Locals' General Correspondence; RI College Local,
1972-1973 (cont'd from Box 15)
3. Locals' General Correspondence; RI College Students'
Local, Mar-Nov 1971
4-5.  Locals' General Correspondence; RI Jr. College, Oct
1967-Jan 1976
6. Locals' General Correspondence; RI School for Deaf,
n.d.
7. Locals' General Correspondence; RI School of Design,
Mar 1971-May 1977
8-9. Locals' General Correspondence; University of Rhode
Island, Feb 1970-Sep 1972
10. Locals' General Correspondence; Vocational Teachers,
Dec 1970-Sep 1973
11-15. Locals' General Correspondence; Warwick Teachers'
Union, Oct 1970-Nov 1971, Jan-Oct 1972, Jan-Apr 1973,
and Jun-Nov 1973

16-17. Locals' General Correspondence; West Warwick Teachers'
Alliance, Mar 1952-Jan 1954 and Jan 1971-Jul 1973
18. Locals' General Correspondence; Woonsocket Teachers'

Guild, Oct 1967-Oct 1971

Box 17

1. Locals' General Correspondence; Woonsocket Teachers'
Guild, Jan 1972-Nov 1973 (cont'd from Box 16)
2. National Education Association Convention, 24-30 Jun
1972
3. Negotiators; RIFT list, [¢.1970]
4, Newsletters; Providence Teachers' Union, Oct 1967-Sep
1969
5 Newport Public Schools; manual, 1966-1967
6 Parent Teachers Association, Mar 1970-Mar 1973
7 Pawtucket Local; building survey, Jun 1953
8 Pawtucket Local; investigation, Jul-Aug 1951
9. Providence Local; referendum, Oct 1974
10. Providence Local; tuition reimbursement, 17 Jan 1970
11 Selective Service; information, Jul-Nov 1971
12 Strikes; information for teachers, [c.1969]
13. Strikes; Pawtucket announcement, May-Aug 1951
14. Strikes; Pawtucket donations, May 1951-Jan 1952
15. Strikes; Pawtucket endorsements, May-Aug 1951
16. Strikes; Pawtucket excuses and resignations, May-Sep
1951
17. Strikes; Pawtucket 1951 strike history, 10 Apr 1952
18. Strikes; Pawtucket negotiations, Nov 1950-Oct 1951
19. Strikes; Pawtucket strike vote, Sep-Oct 1953
20. Strikes; Providence teachers, 21 Sep 1973
21. Teachers; sample dismissal letters, 1975
22 . Teachers; Evaluation Workshop. Augil 1973-Jan 1975
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Box 18

Teachers; IOTA Evaluation, Mar-Nov 1974
Teachers; insurance, Feb-Apr 1951
Teachers;  Leadership Program, May 1972-Mar 1974
Teachers;  Merit Pay Program, Jan 1962-Nov 1973
Teachers;  pension plans, Jul-Dec 1952
Teachers;  general salaries, 1968-1975
Teachers; Rl salaries study, 1968-1971
Teachers; Rl salary study, 1971-1972
9-10. Teachers RI 1nd1V1dual district salaries, 1970-1971
11. Teachers; Tenure Law, Apr 1946-May 1953
12-14. Teachers; Wage, Price Guidelines-Phase IV, Nov 1971-Feb
1972 and Apr 1972-May 1973
15-16. Warwick-WEA Election; union representation, Jan-Nov
1970
17. Warwick; Gorton Jr. High evaluation, Jun 1976
18-21. United Way; RIFT fund raising, Sep 1970-Dec 1971 and
Mar 1972-Oct 1973
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Index to Subjects and Correspondents

(correspondence is indicated by an asterisk)

Ad Hoc Com. on Release
of Test Scores, 10:7-10
Affirmative Action, 11:3
Davis, Everett, 9:9
Detroit Federation of
Teachers, 1951, 14:19
*Eklund, John M., 1:15
*Fewkes, John M., 7:11
Fifth Amendment Contro-
versy, 1953-1954, 2:2
Gary, Indiana Local 4,
1951, 14:22
*Hartin, Arthur J., 1:18
Kuenzli Dismissal, 1953-
1954, 1:20
*Kuenzli, Irvin, 1:19
McAuliffe, Cornelius J.,
9:11
Management Program,
11:13-18
Manpower Development
Program, 12:1-3
Mar land Appointment
Protest, 2:12
*Megel,Carl J., 1:16
NEA Convention, 1972,
17:2
National Office Trans-
fer, 1953, 3:3
Pawtucket Strike, 1951,
17:13-18
Pawtucket Strike, 1953,
17:19
*Pell,Sen. Claiborne,
1960-1974, 4:10-11

Phase IV Guidelines,
1971-1973, 18:12-14
*Porter, Donald, 6:7
Project Close-Up, 1973-
1974, 12:17
Providence Strike, 1973,
17:20
QUEST Consortiums, 3:5
RI Education Legislation,
1974-1975, 14:6-7
RIFT COPE Carter Presi-
dential, 1976, 4:5-6
RI Teacher Salaries,
1968-1972, 18:7-10
RI Teacher Tenure Law,
1946-1953, 18:11
School Construction,
11:6-8
Selden, David, 1:17, 2:9
*Shanker, Albert, 1:2
United Way Drives, 1970-
1973, 18:18-21
Voucher Plan Protests,
1970-1976, 3:7
Warwick-WEA Election,
1970, 18:15-16



