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Summary Information

Repository: Walter P. Reuther Library

Creator: Croxford, Beulah Groehn

Title: Beulah Groehn Croxford Papers

ID: UP002603

Date [inclusive]: 1964-2002

Date [bulk]: 1970-1985

Physical Description: 6 Linear Feet (5 SB, 1 OS) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Language of the
Material:

Material entirely in English.

Abstract: From the 1960s to the early 2000s, Beulah Groehn Croxford was
a resident of West Canfield Street, located between Second and
Third Avenues in Detroit, Michigan. Croxford lived in a historic
home, actively working for the preservation of both her block and
neighborhood. In 1969, Croxford organized the Canfield West-
Wayne Preservation Association, created to enable the restoration
and preservation of the block's homes. Additionally, she succeeded in
creating Detroit's first historic district in 1970, and the West Canfield
Historic District was listed on the National Register in 1971. In 1995
the Michigan Historic Preservation Network granted Croxford its
President's Distinguished Service Award for Lifetime Achievement
for her preservation efforts. The Beulah Groehn Croxford Papers
contains correspondence, meeting minutes, restoration blueprints and
court documents related to the Canfield West-Wayne Preservation
Association and to the Historic Preservation Committee. Additionally,
this collection holds events information and information about crime
statistics and public housing initiatives in the Cass Corridor in the
1970s and 1980s. The papers also include documents from numerous
other Detroit neighborhood associations including Cityscape Detroit,
Inc., the Historic Sites Committee and Detroit Landmarks, Inc., as well
as newspaper clippings pertaining to Detroit crime rates, neighborhood
associations, the city government and community institutions.
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Citation Style

"Beulah Groehn Croxford Papers, Box [#], Folder [#], Walter P. Reuther Library, Archives of
Labor and Urban Affairs, Wayne State University"

^ Return to Table of Contents

History

From the 1960s to the early 2000s, Beulah Groehn Croxford (1914-2001), a Detroit native, was a resident
of West Canfield Street, located between Second and Third Avenues in Detroit, Michigan. Croxford
lived in a historic home, actively working for the preservation of both her block and neighborhood. In
1969, Croxford organized the Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association, created to enable the
restoration and preservation of the block's homes. Additionally, she succeeded in creating Detroit's first
historic district in 1970, and the West Canfield Historic District was listed on the National Register
in 1971. A notable aspect of the West Canfield Historic District is that the street is made up of brick
pavers, which were uncovered during the construction of the Renaissance Center. Croxford is credited
with organizing the preservation of the pavers and arranging for their new location on West Canfield. In
1995 the Michigan Historic Preservation Network granted Croxford its President's Distinguished Service
Award for Lifetime Achievement for her preservation efforts.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content

The Beulah Groehn Croxford Papers contain correspondence, meeting minutes, restoration blueprints
and court documents related to the Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association and to the Historic
Preservation Committee. Additionally, this collection holds event information and information about
crime statistics and public housing initiatives in the Cass Corridor in the 1970s and 1980s. The papers
also include documents from numerous other Detroit neighborhood associations including Cityscape
Detroit, Inc., the Historic Sites Committee and Detroit Landmarks, Inc. as well as newspaper clippings
pertaining to Detroit crime rates, neighborhood associations, the city government, and community
institutions.

Important Subjects: Cass Corridor (Detroit, Mich.). Detroit (Mich.). Historic preservation. Urban
renewal.
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Important Names: Anderson's Garden Bar. Blessing, Charles A. Canfield West-Wayne Preservation
Association. Detroit Renaissance (Firm).

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

This collection is arranged in original order. Folders in each series are simply listed by their location
within each box. They are not arranged, so any given subject may be dispersed throughout several boxes
within each series.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Walter P. Reuther Library

5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
URL: https://reuther.wayne.edu

Acquisition

This collection was donated to the Reuther by Kim Schroeder on February 10, 2015.

Processing History

Processed and finding aid written by Meghan McGowan on March 17, 2015.

Access

Collection is open for research.

Use

Refer to the Walter P. Reuther Library "Rules for Use of Archival Materials." Restrictions:
Researchers may encounter records of a sensitive nature – personnel files, case records and those
involving investigations, legal and other private matters. Privacy laws and restrictions imposed by the

https://reuther.wayne.edu
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Library prohibit the use of names and other personal information which might identify an individual,
except with written permission from the Director and/or the donor.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials

Detroit Renaissance Records, Rosedale Park News Collection, Preservation Wayne Records, Wayne
State University Historic Advisory Committee Records.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Detroit (Mich.)
• Historic preservation
• Urban renewal
• Cass Corridor (Detroit, Mich.)
• Detroit Renaissance (Firm)

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Instances

Midtown and Downtown, newspaper clippings, 1975-1991 box 1 folder 1

Historic Detroit Foundation, correspondence, meeting minutes and
finances, 1975-1983

box 1 folder 2

Landmarks Planning, Inc., invoices and correspondence, 1978-1983 box 1 folder 3

Detroit Police Department and preservation agencies,
correspondence, 1992, 1994

box 1 folder 4

Muccioli Studio Gallery, newsletter, 1989 box 1 folder 5

Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library, 1966 box 1 folder 6

Urban Incentive Tax Credits, A Model Neighborhood Project of the
City Plan Commission, 1972

box 1 folder 7
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Friends of Sibley House, newsletter, 1989 box 1 folder 8

Greater King Solomon Baptist Church, interest in purchasing
property, 1974

box 1 folder 9

Woodbridge Home and Garden Tour, invitation, 1991 box 1 folder 10

American Association of University Professors, newsletter, 1989 box 1 folder 11

Photocopies of a card catalog, undated box 1 folder 12

Woodward Corridor South Development Corporation, 1990 box 1 folder 13

Detroit Historic Preservation Committee, 1976 box 1 folder 14

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association, correspondence,
1992-1993

box 1 folder 15

Highland Park Historic Districts Association, 1989 box 1 folder 16

Detroit Historical Society, 1965-1989 box 1 folder 17

Cityscape Detroit, Inc., correspondence and newsletters, 1981-2000 box 1 folder 18

Historic Designation Advisory Board, 1985-1991 box 1 folder 19

University Cultural Center Association, 1989 box 1 folder 20

Michigan Historic Preservation Network, newsletters, 1988-2000 box 1 folder 21

Friends of Belle Isle, event invitation, 1989 box 1 folder 22

Junior League of Detroit, letter of invitation, 1989 box 1 folder 23

Restoration Chronicles, Henry Ford Estate newsletter, 1991 box 1 folder 24

The Exchange, Neighborhood Information Exchange newsletter,
1978-1992

box 1 folder 25

The Cass Corridor Citizen, newsletter, 1985-1991 box 1 folder 26

Polish American Historic Site Association, 1994-1998 box 1 folder 27

Detroit Landmarks, Inc., correspondence, invoices, and meeting
minutes, 1977-1991

box 1 folder 28

Dearborn Historical Museum, 1971 box 1 folder 29

Detroit Institute of Technology and Cass Corridor Development
Plan, correspondence, planning documents, reports, 1969-1975

box 1 folder 30

Woodward Corridor Developmental Plan, Detroit City Plan
Commission, 1970

box 1 folder 31

Woodward Corridor, newspaper clippings, 1973-1987 box 1 folder 32

Cass Corridor Development Plan and Grand Circus North,
1975-1982

box 1 folder 33

Proposed Ordinance for Defined Elements of Design for the West
Canfield Historic District, 1985

box 1 folder 34

Sound Off, Detroit's Model Neighborhood newspaper, 1973
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box 1 folder 35

Model Neighborhood Agency, job announcements, 1970 box 1 folder 36

Save Our Spirit Coalition, 1989-1992 box 1 folder 37

Coalition to Save Ford Auditorium, undated box 1 folder 38

Cass Corridor Beautification Project, undated box 1 folder 39

West Canfield Historic District, 1972 box 1 folder 40

Metropolitan Detroit Preservation League, 1992 box 1 folder 41

Concerned Citizens of the Cass Corridor, 1978-1979 box 1 folder 42

First Unitarian-Universalist Church, Detroit, 1977 box 1 folder 43

Historic Preservation Incentive Section, Funding Program for
Downtown Detroit Housing, 1974

box 1 folder 44

Cass Corridor Food Co-op, 1987-1989 box 1 folder 45

13th Precinct Police-Citizen Community Council, 1977 box 1 folder 46

Detroit Institute of Technology, undated box 1 folder 47

"Cass Corridor: Pimps, Prostitutes, Drugs, Death," Detroit News
article, City Council meeting, 1977

box 1 folder 48

Cass Corridor, businesses, churches, members, events, 1972-1979 box 1 folder 49

Proposed Salvation Army Harbor Light Detoxification Unit,
Michigan Department of Social Services, circa 1975

box 1 folder 50

Ad Hoc Community Task Force Re Possible Location of
Detoxification Center in Cass Corridor, 1975

box 1 folder 51

469 West Willis, 1975 box 1 folder 52

Center for Instructional Technology, 1979 box 1 folder 53

Board of Zoning Appeals, 1981 box 1 folder 54

North Cass Community Union, undated box 1 folder 55

Detroit Federation of Women's Clubs, image of building, undated box 1 folder 56

Engineering Society of Detroit, Vernor's Plant, 1978 box 1 folder 57

Land Use Division, Community and Economic Development
Department, 4161 Third Avenue, 1975

box 1 folder 58

Hudson's and Crowley-Milner Buildings, newspaper clippings,
1977-1979

box 1 folder 59

Detroit Preservation Attempts to Save Hudson's and Crowley-Milner
buildings, 1977-1979

box 1 folder 60

Virginia Park, newspaper clippings, 1975 box 1 folder 61

Neighborhood renewal, newspaper clippings, 1970-1974 box 1 folder 62



Guide to the Beulah Groehn Croxford Papers UP002603

- Page 9-

Junior League of Detroit, community report, 1990-1991 box 1 folder 63

Scripps House and St. Mary's Residence, 1976 box 1 folder 64

Third Street, widening, correspondence, 1974 box 1 folder 65

Virginia Park Citizens District Council, 1970-1975 box 1 folder 66

Woodbridge, events and proposal, 1973 box 1 folder 67

Eberhard reports, 1992 box 1 folder 68

University City "A" Citizens' District Council, newspaper clippings
and proposals, 1973

box 1 folder 69

Archer Administration, newspaper clippings, 1990-1994 box 1 folder 70

Keep Michigan Beautiful, Inc., newsletter, 1974-1991 box 1 folder 71

Evangelical Homes of Michigan, United Church of Christ,
newsletters, 1991-1992

box 1 folder 72

Map of West Canfield, from Second to Third, undated box 1 folder 73

Dating Mexican photographic post cards, Piling and Grosscup, 2001 box 2 folder 1

"How Canfield's Citizens are Fighting to Save a Street and Maybe a
City," Sunday News magazine, 1974

box 2 folder 2

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association, Inc., 1976-1979 box 2 folder 3

Correspondence, 1971-1991 box 2 folder 4

Police-Black Community Relations in Cass Corridor, paper, 1975 box 2 folder 5

Concerned Citizens of Cass Corridor, 1976-1979 box 2 folder 6

Midtown Alliance, 1998 box 2 folder 7

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association v. City of Detroit,
Housing and Urban Development, Michigan State Housing
Development Authority, Calumet Limited Dividend Housing
Association, and Amurcon, 1978

box 2 folder 8

City of Detroit, Three-point plan for Midtown development, 1995 box 2 folder 9

Cass Corridor Neighborhood Development Corporation, 1998 box 2 folder 10

Historic Districts Commission, undated box 2 folder 11

Scott House, 84 East Ferry, undated box 2 folder 12

Owen House, 100 East Ferry, undated box 2 folder 13

Freer House, 71 East Ferry, undated box 2 folder 14

United Community Ombudsman and historic districts, newspaper
clippings, 1978

box 2 folder 15

Urban Collaborative Firm and University City "A" Citizens' District
Council, 1974

box 2 folder 16

Detroit Land Use Task Force, undated
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box 2 folder 17

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association, by-laws and
meeting minutes, 1974-1976

box 2 folder 18

Civil action and complaints by Canfield West-Wayne Preservation
Association, 1977-1978

box 2 folder 19

Civil action, Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association against
State of Michigan and Wayne County Re Calumet Townhouse
Project, 1977-1978

box 2 folder 20

Civil action filed by Canfield West-Wayne Preservation
Association, 1977-1979

box 2 folder 21

Civil action filed by Canfield West-Wayne Preservation
Association, 1977-1979

box 2 folder 22

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association loses case against
Calumet Townhouse Project, newspaper clippings, 1978

box 2 folder 23

Draft letter to Michigan State Housing Authority from Canfield
West-Wayne Preservation Association, undated

box 2 folder 24

Calumet Townhouse Project and Calumet-Harmonie Place,
correspondence, 1973-1978

box 2 folder 25

Calumet Rehabilitation Project, 1969-1974 box 2 folder 26

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association, appeal document
Re Calumet Townhouse Project, 1978

box 2 folder 27

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association, articles of
incorporation and U.S. tax exemption, 1972

box 2 folder 28

Cass Corridor, newspaper clippings, 1970-1997 box 2 folder 29

University City "A" Citizens District Council, meeting minutes,
1975

box 2 folder 30

Calumet rehabilitation, newspaper clippings, 1976 box 2 folder 31

Midtown Community and Business Alliance, 1998 box 2 folder 32

Indians of Detroit, Detroit Free Press, 1973 box 2 folder 33

Lease agreement, undated box 2 folder 34

Green Acres Woodward Civic Association, 1979 box 2 folder 35

Newspaper clippings, 1976-2001 box 2 folder 36

City ordinance and city council rules Re liquor license revocation
hearings, 1979

box 2 folder 37

Judge William Hague, prostitution, 1978 box 2 folder 38

Palmer family research, undated box 2 folder 39

Modified Development Plan, Calumet Rehabilitation Project, 1974 box 2 folder 40

Hudson's, newspaper clippings, 1996-1997 box 3 folder 1
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West Canfield Historic District, public right-of-way design, 1978 box 3 folder 2

Historic buildings of Detroit survey, 1967 box 3 folder 3

Homeless shelters in Detroit, 1992-1997 box 3 folder 4

Homelessness in Detroit, newspaper clippings, 1992-1997 box 3 folder 5

Crime in Cass Corridor, newspaper clippings, 1971-1997 box 3 folder 6

Crime in Cass Corridor, 1971-1997 box 3 folder 7

Police and government corruption, newspaper clippings, 1994-1997 box 3 folder 8

Detroit City Council, election flyers and celebrations, 1975-1981 box 3 folder 9

Neighborhood clean up programs, 1992-1996 box 3 folder 10

Claes Bookstore, newspaper clippings, 1972-1982 box 3 folder 11

Conference pamphlets, 1975-1978 box 3 folder 12

Collaborative for a Safer Community, Urban Safety Program,
Center for Urban Studies, Wayne State University, 1996-1997

box 3 folder 13

Historic Sites Committee, Windshield Survey, 1972 box 3 folder 14

Historic Sites Committee, Windshield Survey, 1972 box 3 folder 15

Historic Sites Committee, Windshield Survey, 1972 box 3 folder 16

Detroit Historic Preservation Committee, meeting minutes,
1975-1978

box 3 folder 17

Detroit Historic Preservation Committee, meeting minutes,
1975-1978

box 3 folder 18

Glorious Freedom Mission Church, newspaper clippings, 1972-1996 box 3 folder 19

Glorious Freedom Mission, correspondence and newsletters,
1974-1975

box 3 folder 20

Detroit, newspaper clippings, 1974-1996 box 3 folder 21

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association, streetscape
beautification, 1972-1976

box 3 folder 22

Attempt to save Harper Hospital, 1975-1976 box 4 folder 1

Historic Indian Village, 1966-1982 box 4 folder 2

Historic Indian Village, newspaper clippings, 1971-1979 box 4 folder 3

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association, historic ordinance
forms, correspondence, 1984-1994

box 4 folder 4

Decorative glass, notes, 1970 box 4 folder 5

Anderson's Garden Bar, 1981-1982 box 4 folder 6

Prostitution, newspaper clippings, 1975-1978 box 4 folder 7

Amurcon Corporation, newspaper clippings, 1975-1987
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box 4 folder 8

Amurcon Corporation, housing projects, circa 1975 box 4 folder 9

Greenfield Village, lecture notes, undated box 4 folder 10

National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1973 box 4 folder 11

Marie Malone Gardner, correspondence, newspaper clipping,
1975-1977

box 4 folder 12

Urban Conservation Project, 1976 box 4 folder 13

Women's City Club of Detroit, 1975-1976 box 4 folder 14

Governor's Mansion, Mackinac Island, 1976-1987 box 4 folder 15

Alice Richman, 1971 box 4 folder 16

Coalition Against Prostitution in Detroit, 1977-1979 box 4 folder 17

Coalition Against Prostitution in Detroit, 1978-1979 box 4 folder 18

Coalition Against Prostitution in Detroit, newspaper clippings,
1977-1979

box 4 folder 19

Preservation of historic districts and landmarks ordinance, undated box 4 folder 20

Preservation of historic paving materials under site for Renaissance
Center, newspaper clippings, 1973

box 4 folder 21

"Era Dies Along with Maggie, The Last of the Junkman's Horses,"
newspaper clipping, 1976

box 4 folder 22

Michigan History, 1971 box 4 folder 23

Preservation on Detroit's East Side, newspaper clippings, 1963-1982 box 4 folder 24

Pewabic Pottery, newspaper clippings, 1975 box 4 folder 25

West Village, newspaper clippings, 1974-1976 box 4 folder 26

Scarab Club, newspaper clippings, 1979 box 4 folder 27

Manoogian Mansion, newspaper clippings, 1974 box 4 folder 28

LaFayette, Elmwood area, newspaper clippings, 1968-1977 box 4 folder 29

Jefferson Chalmers, newspaper clippings, 1974-1976 box 4 folder 30

Hecker Mansion, newspaper clipping, 1963 box 4 folder 31

Eastern Market, newspaper clipping, 1985 box 4 folder 32

Fisher Mansion, newspaper clipping, 1974 box 4 folder 33

Arden Park, newspaper clippings, 1974 box 4 folder 34

Belle Isle, newspaper clippings, 1950-1977 box 4 folder 35

Cass Corridor and Wayne State University, newspaper clippings,
2002

box 4 folder 36
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Event pamphlets, invitations and flyers, 1986-2001 box 4 folder 37

Proposed policies and possible futures for the Woodward Corridor,
1978

box 4 folder 38

Preservation News, Senator George McGovern, 1972 box 4 folder 39

Keep Detroit Beautiful, Inc., 1974 box 4 folder 40

Calumet Rehabilitation Project, 1974 box 4 folder 41

Canfield Rehabilitation Project, newspaper clippings, 1974 box 4 folder 42

Woodbridge Community Coalition, 1997 box 4 folder 43

Friends of Clyde Cleveland, 1989 box 4 folder 44

Detroit Area Peace Network, undated box 4 folder 45

Platform for Police Reform, flyer, 2001 box 4 folder 46

Detroit Coalition Against Police Brutality, circa 2001 box 4 folder 47

Midtown memo, 1979 box 4 folder 48

Canfield Avenue, businesses and residents, 1970 box 4 folder 49

Detroit calendar, 1979 box 4 folder 50

Capitol Gaines, Michigan Capitol Committee newsletter, 1991 box 4 folder 51

Community Development Advocates of Detroit, newsletter, 2002 box 4 folder 52

Newspaper clippings, 1987 box 4 folder 53

Women's Equality Day, newspaper clippings, 1974-1975 box 4 folder 54

Women's Equality Day, 1974-1975 box 4 folder 55

Wayne State Campus Cultural Center Redevelopment, 1978-1988 box 4 folder 56

Weed and Seed Program, correspondence, 1992 box 4 folder 57

Willard Hotel, 1995 box 4 folder 58

Gloria Preiwald and Beulah Groehn, correspondence, 1974-1975 box 4 folder 59

Detroit Area Art Deco Society, 1991 box 4 folder 60

Judge Hague, newspaper clippings, 1978-1979 box 4 folder 61

West Canfield Street, newspaper clippings, 1968-1970 box 5 folder 1

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association, development of,
1968-1992

box 5 folder 2

West Canfield Renaissance Faire, 1976 box 5 folder 3

West Canfield Renaissance Faire, newspaper clippings, 1976 box 5 folder 4

Canfield West-Wayne Preservation Association and City of Detroit
officials, correspondence, 1970-1983

box 5 folder 5
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People for Empowerment, Openness, Principled Leadership and
Excellence in Government, 1989

box 5 folder 6

Historic Detroit Foundation, 1976-1978 box 5 folder 7

Detroit Historic District Commission, 1987 box 5 folder 8

Preservation Wayne, 1977-1997 box 5 folder 9

Preservation Wayne, newspaper clippings, 1976-1979 box 5 folder 10

Brownstone Revival Committee Conference, 1974 box 5 folder 11

State of Michigan versus Albert Porvin, Harry Levenburg,
Anderson's Gardens, 1976

box 5 folder 12

Preservation Wayne, newsletters, 1996-1999 box 5 folder 13

Historic Neighborhood Coalition, 1997 box 5 folder 14

Detroit Historic District Commission, 4299 Second Street,
1982-1992

box 5 folder 15

St. Louis, Missouri, newspaper clippings, 1971-1974 box 5 folder 16

Grand River Station, newspaper article, 1973 box 5 folder 17

Mayor Coleman Young, early administration, newspaper clippings,
1974-1977

box 5 folder 18

Detroit City Council, endorsement letters, 1981 box 5 folder 19

Neighborhood Opportunity Fund, various materials, 1992-1997 box 5 folder 20

Community Development Block Grant Proposal, 1993-1994 box 5 folder 21

Crime prevention, notes, 1973-1987 box 5 folder 22

Elmwood Cemetery, 1968-1977 box 5 folder 23

Harper Hospital, newspaper clippings, 1968-1977 box 5 folder 24

Traffic Jam and Motor City Brewing Works, 1969-1995 box 5 folder 25

Detroit Historic Advisory Board, event photographs, 1987 box 5 folder 26

Curling Club, photographs, 1973 box 5 folder 27

St. Louis, Missouri, polaroids, 1971 box 5 folder 28

West Canfield Historic District, renovation plans, multiple
blueprints

box 6 folder 1
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