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Summary Information

Repository: Walter P. Reuther Library

Creator: Bledsoe, William, III

Title: William Bledsoe Papers

ID: UP002783

Date [inclusive]: 1947-2002

Date [bulk]: 1960-1989

Physical Description: 8 l.f. Linear Feet 7 SB, 1 OS 

Language of the
Material:

English

Language of the
Material:

Material entirely in English.

Abstract: William F. Bledsoe held a long career in the field of law. Working
under Attorney General Frank Kelley, as well as being elected to the
30th District Court in Highland Park, Judge Bledsoe is particularly
noted for cases pertaining to civil rights issues.

Citation Style

"William Bledsoe Papers, Box [#], Folder [#], Walter P. Reuther Library, Archives of Labor and
Urban Affairs, Wayne State University"

^ Return to Table of Contents

History

Honorable William F. Bledsoe III was born November 20, 1929, to parents Harold Bledsoe and Mamie
Geraldine Bledsoe. Early signs of William's interest in the law and activism came about when he
began his academic career at Olivet College in 1947. Mr. Bledsoe would graduate from Olivet in 1952,
and would go on to earn his law degree from Wayne State University. Following admittance to the
Michigan Bar, Bledsoe would go on to serve in private practice, then immediately joining the ranks of
the Michigan attorney general's office, under Frank Kelley, to assist in the state commission on Civil
Rights. It was during this time that William Bledsoe met Wilma, whom he married in 1970. Follwing his
time here, the Honorable William Bledsoe was elected District Court Judge in 1980, under District 30 in
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Highland Park, where he served for nearly 20 years. Judge William Bledsoe passed away on November
10, 2006.

Judge Bledsoe was also a part of the Black United Fund of Michigan, as well as their first chairman, and
was involved with the Wolverine Bar Association. Law runs deep within the Bledsoe family. His father
worked as an attorney and his sister, Geraldine Bledsoe Ford, was the 1st female African American to be
elected judgeship in 1966.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content

This collection contains 2 series: General Files and Oversize Files. The General Files series contains a
broad ephemera of work-related materials, including opinions, cases, correspondence, election notes, and
commission reports. The Oversize Files contain a map of Highland Park, as well as a campaign sticker
for Circuit Court. Series 1: General Files, 1947-2002. Series 2: Oversize Files, 1973.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The collection is arranged into 2 series. Series 1 (Boxes 1-7) and Series 2 (Box 8). Folders in each series
are simply listed by their location within each box. They are semi-arranged, so any given subject may be
dispersed throughout several boxes within each series.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement
Walter P. Reuther Library

5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
URL: https://reuther.wayne.edu

https://reuther.wayne.edu
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Acquisition
Materials were deposited at the Walter P. Reuther Library by Wilma Ray Bledsoe on April 23, 2018.

Processing History
Processed and finding aid written by Mark Prindiville on September 28, 2018.

Access
Collection is open for research.

Use
Refer to the Walter P. Reuther Library "Rules for Use of Archival Materials." Restrictions:
Researchers may encounter records of a sensitive nature – personnel files, case records and those
involving investigations, legal and other private matters. Privacy laws and restrictions imposed by the
Library prohibit the use of names and other personal information which might identify an individual,
except with written permission from the Director and/or the donor.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
Topics covered in the William Bledsoe Papers are featured in several other Reuther Library
collections, including the Department of Africana Studies Records, the Wayne State University
College of Education, Dean's Office: Detroit Public Schools Monitoring Commission on
Desegregation Records, the Merle Henrickson Collection, and the Cornelius Golightly Papers.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• African American judges
• Social Justice
• African American lawyers
• Michigan -- Politics and government
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• Civil rights
• Levin, Carl, 1934-
• Michigan. Civil Rights Commission.
• Milliken, William G., 1922-
• Kelley, Frank J. (Frank Joseph), 1924-

Collection Inventory

Series I: General Files
Title/Description Instances

Act Number 218 of Public Acts of 1979 Box 1 Folder 1

Adams, Michael, 1975 Box 1 Folder 2

Administrative Services, 1967, 1969, 1972 Box 1 Folder 3

Age Discrimination, 1965-1966 Box 1 Folder 4

Agenda for Commission Retreat, 1966 Box 1 Folder 5

Alabama State Board of Health, 1963-1970 Box 1 Folder 6

Allstate Insurance Company vs Michigan Civil Rights
Commission, 1971

Box 1 Folder 7

Amendments to Uniform Law, 1966 Box 1 Folder 8

American Arbitration Association, 1980 Box 1 Folder 9

A New Approach to the Organization of Wayne County
Government, 1971

Box 1 Folder 10

Annual Reports, 1965-1970, 1 of 2 Box 1 Folder 11

Annual Reports, 1965-1970, 2 of 2 Box 1 Folder 12

Arthur Green vs Michigan Bureau of State Lottery, 1974 Box 1 Folder 13

Articles and Findings, 1969-1971 Box 1 Folder 14

Augustine Ranjel vs Lansing, 1969-1970 Box 1 Folder 15

Avis Holmes and Lena Rivens vs Thomas Leadbetter and the City
of Detroit, 1968

Box 1 Folder 16

Barbara Jean Barry, et al, vs School District of Benton Harbor,
1967-1968

Box 1 Folder 17

Battle Creek Board of Education, 1968 Box 1 Folder 18

Beech Grove Investment Company vs Civil Rights Commission of
the State of Michigan, 1967

Box 1 Folder 19

Benton Harbor Area School Complaints, 1971 Box 1 Folder 20
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Benton Harbor Schools, 1971 Box 1 Folder 21

Black Causes Association, Inc., 1971-1972 Box 1 Folder 22

Black History Contest, 1971-1973 Box 1 Folder 23

Bledsoe for Commissioner, 1980 Box 1 Folder 24

Bledsoe for Judge, 1984 Box 1 Folder 25

Blockbusting, 1969-1970 Box 1 Folder 26

Board of Education of the School District of Detroit, et al, vs The
State of Michigan and Allison Green, 1968

Box 1 Folder 27

Bradley vs Milliken, 1971-1972 Box 1 Folder 28

Bradley vs Milliken, Ruling, 1971 Box 1 Folder 29

Building the Base for Economic Recovery, 1982 Box 1 Folder 30

Charitable Trusts, 1968 Box 2 Folder 1

City of Highland Park, Cable Television Franchise Agreement,
1982

Box 2 Folder 2

City of Warren, the Carado Bailey Family, 1967-1968 Box 2 Folder 3

Civil Rights Commission Briefs and Opinions, 1965-1970 Box 2 Folder 4

Civil Rights Commission, Housing Program, 1970-1971 Box 2 Folder 5

Civil Rights Commission, Rules, 1969-1970 Box 2 Folder 6

Civil Rights Statutes and Opinions, 1957, 1962-1967 Box 2 Folder 7

Civil Rights Statutes and Opinions, 1963, 1965-1966 Box 2 Folder 8

Coleman vs Coleman, 1982 Box 2 Folder 9

Civil Rights Commission, Administrative Guidelines, 1964 Box 2 Folder 10

Commission Directives, Hearing Referees, 1971-1972 Box 2 Folder 11

Commission on Civil Rights Study, 1969 Box 2 Folder 12

Commissioners Friday Report 1969, 1 of 3 Box 2 Folder 13

Commissioners Friday Report 1969, 2 of 3 Box 2 Folder 14

Commissioners Friday Report 1969, 3 of 3 Box 2 Folder 15

Commissioners Friday Report, 1970 Box 2 Folder 16

Commissioners Friday Report, 1971 Box 2 Folder 17

Community Residential Services, 1981-1982 Box 2 Folder 18

Contract Compliance, 1966-1971, 1 of 9 Box 2 Folder 19

Contract Compliance, 1966-1971, 2 of 9 Box 2 Folder 20

Contract Compliance, 1966-1971, 3 of 9 Box 2 Folder 21
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Contract Compliance, 1966-1971, 4 of 9 Box 2 Folder 22

Contract Compliance, 1966-1971, 5 of 9 Box 2 Folder 23

Contract Compliance, 1966-1971, 6 of 9 Box 2 Folder 24

Contract Compliance, 1966-1971, 7 of 9 Box 2 Folder 25

Contract Compliance, 1966-1971, 8 of 9 Box 2 Folder 26

Contract Compliance, 1966-1971, 9 of 9 Box 2 Folder 27

Cooperative, 1963-1969 Box 2 Folder 28

Corrections, 1967-1968 Box 2 Folder 29

Correspondence, 1965-1968 Box 3 Folder 1

Correspondence, 1965, 1970-1972, 1982 Box 3 Folder 2

Correspondence, 1968-1972, 1 of 6 Box 3 Folder 3

Correspondence, 1968-1972, 2 of 6 Box 3 Folder 4

Correspondence, 1968-1972, 3 of 6 Box 3 Folder 5

Correspondence, 1968-1972, 4 of 6 Box 3 Folder 6

Correspondence, 1968-1972, 5 of 6 Box 3 Folder 7

Correspondence, 1968-1972, 6 of 6 Box 3 Folder 8

Correspondence, 1968-1973 Box 3 Folder 9

Correspondence, 1969-1970 Box 3 Folder 10

Correspondence, 1971-1984 Box 3 Folder 11

Correspondence, 1982 Box 3 Folder 12

Correspondence, 1985-1986 Box 3 Folder 13

Correspondence, 1985-1992 Box 3 Folder 14

Correspondence, 1995 Box 3 Folder 15

Court Administrator, 1985-1990 Box 3 Folder 16

Court Reorganization, 1986-1999 Box 3 Folder 17

Criminal Division, 1966-1967 Box 4 Folder 1

The Cross Company vs Michigan Civil Rights Commission, 1971 Box 4 Folder 2

Covington vs Detroit, 1974-1976 Box 4 Folder 3

"Defining Equal Educational Opportunity in Michigan," 1971,
November

Box 4 Folder 4

Departmental Conclusions and Recommendations, 1971, August Box 4 Folder 5

Department of Licensing and Regulation, 1970, August Box 4 Folder 6

The Detroit Lawyer, 1972
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Box 4 Folder 7

Detroit and Pontiac Police Cases, 1968-1970 Box 4 Folder 8

Detroit Plan, 1969-1971 Box 4 Folder 9

Detroit Plan, 1970-1971 Box 4 Folder 10

Detroit Plan, 1971-1972 Box 4 Folder 11

Detroit Public Housing, 1969 Box 4 Folder 12

Discrimination Against Whom?, 1965 Box 4 Folder 13

Dowagiac Police Department, 1969-1970 Box 4 Folder 14

Elinor Jean Bledsoe, 2000 Box 4 Folder 15

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 1971 Box 4 Folder 16

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Contracts,
1968-1970

Box 4 Folder 17

Equal Rights Under the Law, 1968 Box 4 Folder 18

Estate of William J. Hartwig, 1967-1968 Box 4 Folder 19

Flint Police Department Cases, 1967-1970 Box 4 Folder 20

Flint Re-Location, 1965-1966 Box 4 Folder 21

Frederick Holsey vs Chrysler Corporation, 1971 Box 4 Folder 22

Frieda C. Schumaier vs Lawrence Luckhardt, 1979 Box 4 Folder 23

Gant, Houston, 1971-1975 Box 4 Folder 24

Glenda McGuire vs Milliken, 1972-1976 Box 4 Folder 25

Grand Rapids, 1971 Box 4 Folder 26

Gordon, Charles 1967-1975, 1 of 3 Box 4 Folder 27

Gordon, Charles 1967-1975, 2 of 3 Box 4 Folder 28

Gordon, Charles 1967-1975, 3 of 3 Box 5 Folder 1

Gordon, Charles vs Post Office, 1975-1976 Box 5 Folder 2

Gordon, Charles E. vs United States Postal Service, 1976 Box 5 Folder 3

Harold Bledsoe, 1947, 1961-1964 Box 5 Folder 4

Hearing Referees, 1965-1970 Box 5 Folder 5

Helen Brown, MCHRD, 1969-1970 Box 5 Folder 6

Highland Park Community College, 1979-1980, 1 of 2 Box 5 Folder 7

Highland Park Community College, 1979-1980, 2 of 2 Box 5 Folder 8

Highland Park Community College, 1979-1983 Box 5 Folder 9

Highland Park, Magopian, 1980 Box 5 Folder 10
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Highway Re-Location, 1968, 1970 Box 5 Folder 11

Home Rule Charter for Wayne County, 1981 Box 5 Folder 12

Hoover, Bonnie Lynn vs State Board of Education, 1969 Box 5 Folder 13

Informal Opinions, 1966-1970 Box 5 Folder 14

Inter-Office Correspondence, 1985-1991 Box 5 Folder 15

Jackson, Michigan, 1969 Box 5 Folder 16

Jackson, Philemon, 1975 Box 5 Folder 17

John J. Daly vs Peter L. Buback, 1968 Box 5 Folder 18

Joseph Edward Graves, Jr, vs Sidney Singer, 1972, January 27 Box 5 Folder 19

Joseph Edward Graves, Jr, vs Sidney Singer, 1972, February 3-4 Box 5 Folder 20

Lansing Region, 1970 Box 5 Folder 21

Lawyers Co-Op Publishing Co. vs Norman J. Grumbbs and Willie
F. Bledsoe, 1978

Box 5 Folder 22

Legislative File, 1971 Box 5 Folder 23

Licensing Rules, 1975, 1980 Box 5 Folder 24

Liquor Control Commission, 1971-1972 Box 5 Folder 25

Livonia Housing Ordinance, 1972 Box 5 Folder 26

Local Human Relations Commission, 1971-1972 Box 5 Folder 27

Lonnie Peek, Donald Bagley, and Rev. George Colman vs
Ramsey Clark, 1968

Box 5 Folder 28

Manpower Programs, 1967 Box 5 Folder 29

Meadow Brook Executive Committee, 1990, 1993 Box 5 Folder 30

Memoranda, 1985-1988, 1991 Box 5 Folder 31

Memorial, 1986-2001 Box 5 Folder 32

Michelle Oliver vs Kalamazoo Board of Education, 1971 Box 5 Folder 33

Michigan Civil Rights Commission, 1967, 1969, 1971, 1 of 2 Box 6 Folder 1

Michigan Civil Rights Commission, 1967, 1969, 1971, 2 of 2 Box 6 Folder 2

Michigan Civil Rights Commission vs Barron Hoffar, Tow Plus
Productions, and Gary Galbraith, 1967-1970

Box 6 Folder 3

Michigan Department of Mental Health, 1981 Box 6 Folder 4

Michigan State Bar Journal, 1971 Box 6 Folder 5

Michigan State Elks Association, 1972 Box 6 Folder 6

Midwestern Regional Conference of Attorney Generals, 1965 Box 6 Folder 7
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Migrant Labor Hearings, 1968-1969 Box 6 Folder 8

Mutual Agreements with Other Agencies, 1965-1966 Box 6 Folder 9

New Bethel Church Incident, 1969 Box 6 Folder 10

New School Bulletin, 1971 Box 6 Folder 11

Notice of Disposition, 1978 Box 6 Folder 12

Nine-Man Panel, 1972 Box 6 Folder 13

No Probable Cause Hearings, 1971 Box 6 Folder 14

Northern Michigan University, 1970 Box 6 Folder 15

Ontario Human Rights Commission, Special Announcements,
1970, July

Box 6 Folder 16

Open Housing Referendum, 1968 Box 6 Folder 17

Opinion, 1982, 1989-1993 Box 6 Folder 18

Opinion No. 4715, State Aid to Non-Public Schools, 1970,
November 3

Box 6 Folder 19

Opinion Regarding Civil Rights Commission vs National Guard,
1969

Box 6 Folder 20

Orders, 1968, December Box 6 Folder 21

Outstate Asbestos Companies, 1970 Box 6 Folder 22

Personal Correspondence, 1982, 1985, 1988 Box 6 Folder 23

Personal Correspondence, 1990-1998 Box 6 Folder 24

Personal Correspondence, 2000, 2002 Box 6 Folder 25

Pilot Project for the Detroit Metropolitan Area, 1970 Box 6 Folder 26

Pontiac, 1967-1968 Box 6 Folder 27

President Nixon's Revenue Sharing Program, 1971 Box 6 Folder 28

Press Articles, 1985-1991 Box 6 Folder 29

Public Affairs, 1991 Box 6 Folder 30

Publications, Busing, 1972 Box 6 Folder 31

Publications, "The Federal Civil Rights Enforcements Effort: A
Reassessment," 1973

Box 6 Folder 32

Publications, Housing, Education, and Assimilation, 1966,
1972-1973

Box 6 Folder 33

Publications, "Negro History Bulletin," 1972-1973 Box 6 Folder 34

Publications, "Preparing for Change," 1970 Box 6 Folder 35

Public Housing Dispute, 1969, 1 of 2 Box 6 Folder 36
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Public Housing Dispute, 1969, 2 of 2 Box 7 Folder 1

Race Relations in Kalamazoo, 1969 Box 7 Folder 2

Ranjel vs City of Lansing, undated Box 7 Folder 3

Ray Investments, LTD., Meeting with the Board of Directors,
1988

Box 7 Folder 4

Real Estate Licensing Commission, 1970 Box 7 Folder 5

Reinstatement Investigation, 1980 Box 7 Folder 6

Report on Flint Southwestern Violence, 1967 Box 7 Folder 7

Reviewed Files, 1971 Box 7 Folder 8

Review of Michigan State Government, 1971, May 3 Box 7 Folder 9

Rights of Aliens Under FEPA, 1968 Box 7 Folder 10

Roosevelt Johnson vs Detroit, 1975 Box 7 Folder 11

Seniority Discrimination and Incumbent Non-White, 1967-1968 Box 7 Folder 12

Shirley Carter, et al, vs Gus Harrison, et al, 1967 Box 7 Folder 13

Social Welfare Laws, 1977, June Box 7 Folder 14

Speech Material, 1984-1993 Box 7 Folder 15

Special Projects, 1969-1970 Box 7 Folder 16

Statement of Affirmative Action for Equal Employment
Opportunities by the United States Commission on Civil Rights,
undated

Box 7 Folder 17

State of Mississippi vs Imari Abubakari Obadele, 1972 Box 7 Folder 18

Statuatory Index, 1971 Box 7 Folder 19

Systemic Discrimination, Affirmative Action, 1968, September 25 Box 7 Folder 20

Training Division, 1951 Box 7 Folder 21

Training Materials, 1970-1971 Box 7 Folder 22

Trial Notes, 1984-1989 Box 7 Folder 23

Trial Notes, 1990-1999 Box 7 Folder 24

Twenty-First Annual Conference of the International Association
of Human Rights Agencies, 1969

Box 7 Folder 25

"The Unfinished Business in Civil Rights in Michigan," 1966 Box 7 Folder 26

United States Supreme Court Cases, 1967, October Box 7 Folder 27

Vincent P. Donnelly, et al, vs City of Dearborn Heights, 1968 Box 7 Folder 28

Vollie Mae Robinson and Verda Mae Sisson vs Estate of Harold
E. Bledsoe, 1982

Box 7 Folder 29
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Voluntary Agency Study, 1970 Box 7 Folder 30

Warren Urban Renewal Referendum, 1970 Box 7 Folder 31

Wayne County Community College and Grosse Pointe Schools,
1969

Box 7 Folder 32

Wilma Bledsoe, Reflections, 1972 Box 7 Folder 33

Wolverine Bar Association, 1970, 1972 Box 7 Folder 34

Women in Higher Education, 1966 Box 7 Folder 35

^ Return to Table of Contents

Series II: Oversize Files
Title/Description Instances

Map Box 8 Item 1

Campaign Sticker Box 8 Item 2

^ Return to Table of Contents
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