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Summary Information

Repository:

Creator:

Title:

ID:

Date [inclusive]:
Date [bulk]:

Physical Description:

Language of the
Material:

Language of the
Material:

Abstract:

Walter P. Reuther Library
Vom Steeg, Nancy

Nancy Vom Steeg Papers
UP002671

1953-1987

1961-1979

4 Linear Feet (3 SB, 1 OS)
English

Material entirely in English.

Nancy Vom Steeg was a Detroit activist during the 1960s through
the 1980s. Though Poletown might have been the more well-known
issue of the time, Nancy was a part of several movements, such as
food coops, environmentalism, women and religion, and consumer
protection.

Citation Style

"Nancy Vom Steeg Papers, Box [#], Folder [#], Walter P. Reuther Library, Archives of Labor and
Urban Affairs, Wayne State University"

A Return to Table of Contents

Nancy Vom Steeg was born in 1935 to Carl and Annetta Wonnberger. Carl was head of the English
department at Cranbrook School from 1929 to 1967.

Nancy graduated from Kingswood School in 1953. She studied Art at Michigan State University and
later transferred to University of Michigan. In 1963 she married Erich Vom Steeg. They moved to

Lafayette Park in 1966.
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In the late 1960s Nancy and Erich became further involved with Detroit area political and activist
organizations. They held meetings in their Nicolet St. home, with many of their neighbors in attendance.
Nancy and her husband participated in the Poor People's Campaign of 1968, and marched in Washington
DC, where she was arrested while protesting.

Nancy Vom Steeg was very vocal about the destruction of Poletown for the GM plant's construction.
Nancy and her husband took up many causes, including women's rights, food cooperatives, and consumer
protection. Faith played an important role in their lives too. Erich was a Lutheran and Nancy was an
Episcopalian. They attended Christ Church Detroit for decades where Erich sang in the choir. Nancy also
spoke up for women's roles in religion, particularly advocating ion for women to become ministers.

A Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content

This collections contains 2 series.

Series I: Community and Activism Work, 1953-1987: This series contains materials pertaining to Nancy
Vom Steeg's life, including organizations she was involved with, correspondence, conference attendance,
and events involving her activism.

Series II: Oversize and Audiovisual Files, 1953-1987: This series contains several oversize posters, as
well as two folders worth of photographs, several sleeves of negative and photographic slides, and one
VHS tape.

A Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The collection is arranged into 2 series. Series 1 (Boxes 1-3), and Series 2 (Box 4). Folders in each series
are simply listed by their location within each box. They are semiarranged, so any given subject may be
dispersed throughout several boxes within each series.

A Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Walter P. Reuther Library

5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
URL: https://reuther.wayne.edu

Acquisition

Materials were deposited at the Walter P. Reuther Library by Paula Jo Kemler, niece of Nancy vom
Steeg, on January 18, 2018.

Processing History

Processed and finding aid written by Mark Prindiville on February 21, 2018.

Access

Collection is open for research.

Use

Refer to the Walter P. Reuther Library "Rules for Use of Archival Materials." Restrictions:
Researchers may encounter records of a sensitive nature — personnel files, case records and those
involving investigations, legal and other private matters. Privacy laws and restrictions imposed by the
Library prohibit the use of names and other personal information which might identify an individual,
except with written permission from the Director and/or the donor.

A Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
Bruce L. Harkness Poletown Photographs
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Transfers

Box 4, containing audiovisual materials was transferred to the Reuther Library's Audiovisual
Department.

A Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

*  Human rights

*  Environmentalism

*  Consumer protection

*  Women's rights

*  Cooperative societies

*  Food cooperatives

*  Poletown (Detroit, Mich.)

Collection Inventory

Series I: Community and Activism Work

Title/Description Instances
2nd National Conference on Emerging Cooperatives, 1976 Box 1 Folder 1
Accounting for Cooperatives, 1967, 1975 Box 1 Folder 2
Alliance for Displaced Homemakers, 1977 Box 1 Folder 3
American Anthropological Association, ARPA Newsletters, 1972 Box 1 Folder 4
American Association for the Advancement of Science, 1972 Box 1 Folder 5
American Association for the Advancement of Science, Meeting, Box 1 Folder 6
1975
American Christians Working Towards Socialism, 1975-1977 Box 1 Folder 7
American Friends and Quakers, 1964-1979 Box 1 Folder 8
Appalachia, Research, 1972 Box 1 Folder 9
Appropriate Technology for People, Live from the Midwest, Box 1 Folder 10
1976-1977
Catholic Ordination Conference, 1975 Box 1 Folder 11
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Catholic Ordination of Women, 1975 Box 1 Folder 12
Certification of Spiritual Ascension, undated Box 1 Folder 13
City Care, Reports, 1977, 1979 Box 1 Folder 14
Community for the Ministry of Women, Detroit Episcopal, Box 1 Folder 15
1976-1977

Community for the Ministry of Women, Sandra Boyd, 1974-1976 Box 1 Folder 16
Consortium Education Conference, 1976 Box 1 Folder 17
Consumer Alliance of Michigan, 1975, 1977 Box 1 Folder 18
Consumer Cooperative Alliance, 1976 Box 1 Folder 19
Consumer Protection Agency, Bill Information, 1974 Box 1 Folder 20
Co-op Accounting and House Management, 1974 Box 1 Folder 21
Cooperative Congress, Cooperative Services, 1973-1975 Box 1 Folder 22
Cooperative Correspondence and Literature, 1976-1979 Box 1 Folder 23
Cooperative Institute Association, 1974-1975 Box 1 Folder 24
The Cooperative League of the USA, 1976 Box 1 Folder 25
Correspondence, 1964-1965 Box 1 Folder 26
Correspondence, 1968-1970 Box 1 Folder 27
Correspondence, Nancy Milio, 1972 Box 1 Folder 28
Correspondence, un-submitted, 1978, October 24 Box 1 Folder 29
Detroit Alliance for a Rational Economy, 1980 Box 1 Folder 30
Detroit Alliance for a Rational Economy, Dispatch and Notes, Box 1 Folder 31
1979, 1981

Detroit Area Coalition for the Environment, Correspondence and Box 1 Folder 32

Research, 1972-1973

Detroit Industrial Mission, 1975-1977 Box 1 Folder 33
Detroit Memorial Society, 1977-1980 Box 1 Folder 34
Education, Notes, 1974 Box 1 Folder 35
Emerging Cooperatives 1975-1980 Box 1 Folder 36
Episcopal Churchwomen, 1976-1977 Box 1 Folder 37
Episcopal Churchwomen, 1976-1978 Box 1 Folder 38
Episcopal Churchwomen, Annual Report and Notes, 1978-1979 Box 1 Folder 39
Episcopal Churchwomen, Correspondence, 1979-1980 Box 1 Folder 40
Episcopal Churchwomen, Correspondence and Notes, 1977-1978 Box 1 Folder 41
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Episcopal Churchwomen, Minutes, Minutes, 1977-1978 Box 1 Folder 42
Episcopal Churchwomen, Now Domestic Violence Project, Inc., Box 1 Folder 43
1978

Episcopal Churchwomen, Violence Against Women Speech, 1977  Box 1 Folder 44
Episcopal Peace Fellowship, 1975-1977 Box 1 Folder 45
Episcopal Women's Caucus, 1976 Box 1 Folder 46
Episcopal Women's Caucus, 1976-1977 Box 1 Folder 47
From the Ground Up, "A Table Organizer's Handbook," Box 1 Folder 48
1973-1974

From the Ground Up, Literature, 1973-1974 Box 1 Folder 49
From the Ground Up, Notes, 1972-1973 Box 1 Folder 50
From the Ground Up, Notes, 1973 Box 1 Folder 51
From the Ground Up, Notes, 1973-1974 Box 1 Folder 52
Gerontology Program, 1977 Box 2 Folder 1
Greater Detroit Memorial Society, 1980-1981 Box 2 Folder 2
Groundwork, 1973 Box 2 Folder 3
Harrisburg, Research, 1972 Box 2 Folder 4
Harrisburg, "Revolution: A Quaker Prescription for a Sick Box 2 Folder 5
Society," Draft, 1971

Health Care is a Human Right, 1972 Box 2 Folder 6
Holy Trinity Housing Cooperative, 1976 Box 2 Folder 7
"Imaging a World Without Weapons," Workshop, undated Box 2 Folder 8
Income and Unemployment, Research, 1972-1973 Box 2 Folder 9
Indexing, Alphabetical, 1953-1973 Box 2 Folder 10
Indexing, Groups, 1975-1976 Box 2 Folder 11
Indexing, Subject, 1970-1976 Box 2 Folder 12
International Women's Year, 1975 Box 2 Folder 13
Jobs and Justice in Economics and the Environment, 1976 Box 2 Folder 14
Joint Strategy and Action Committee, Grapevine, 1973-1975 Box 2 Folder 15
Kenneth Cockrel, 1977 Box 2 Folder 16
Letter Drafts, 1983, undated Box 2 Folder 17
Liturgy, 1976 Box 2 Folder 18
Miami, 1972 Box 2 Folder 19
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Miami, News Articles, 1972 Box 2 Folder 20
Michigan Citizens Lobby, 1977 Box 2 Folder 21
Michigan Interfaith Full Employment Committee, 1977 Box 2 Folder 22
Michigan Interfaith Full Employment Committee, Box 2 Folder 23
Correspondence, 1976-1978

Michigan Interfaith Full Employment Committee, Jobs, Box 2 Folder 24
1976-1977

Michigan Interfaith Full Employment Committee, Long Range Box 2 Folder 25
Planning Committee, 1977

Michigan Interfaith Full Employment Committee, Minutes, Box 2 Folder 26
1976-1977

Michigan Interfaith Full Employment Committee, Political Box 2 Folder 27
Systems Task Force, 1976-1977

Michigan Interfaith Full Employment Committee, Post- Box 2 Folder 28
Conference Papers, 1977

Michigan Interfaith Full Employment Committee, Task Force Box 2 Folder 29
Notes, 1976-1977

Michigan League for Human Services, 1975-1977 Box 2 Folder 30
Michigan Sociological Association, Conference, 1977 Box 2 Folder 31
Michigan Women's Commission, International Women's Year, Box 2 Folder 32
1977

Michigan Women's Political Caucus, Michigan Legislative Box 2 Folder 33
Report, 1975

Ministry of the Marginalized, 1974, 1977 Box 2 Folder 34
National Association for Repeal of Abortion Laws, 1972 Box 2 Folder 35
National Association of Laity, 1972 Box 2 Folder 36
National Coalition for Women's Ordination to the Priesthood and Box 2 Folder 37

Episcopacy, 1976

National Cooperative Bank Bill, S2631 and HR10873, 1975 Box 2 Folder 38
National Organization for Women, Correspondence and Articles, Box 2 Folder 39
1975-1976

National Organization for Women, National Conference, 1977 Box 2 Folder 40
National Organization for Women, Newsletters, 1974-1977 Box 2 Folder 41
National Organization for Women, Newsletters, 1977 Box 2 Folder 42
The New Harbinger, Co-op Journals, 1976-1979 Box 2 Folder 43
North American Student Cooperative Organization, 1975-1976 Box 2 Folder 44
Northwest Women for Peace, 1973 Box 2 Folder 45
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Only One Earth, 1972 Box 3 Folder 1
Orthopsychiatric Association, 1972 Box 3 Folder 2
The Ossabaw Island Project, 1978-1980 Box 3 Folder 3
Occupational Health Environment of Workers, 1972 Box 3 Folder 4
Poletown, Information to DARE, 1981 Box 3 Folder 5
Poletown, Literature, 1981-1982, 1987 Box 3 Folder 6
Poletown, Literature Distribution, 1981-1982 Box 3 Folder 7
Poletown, Notes and Correspondence, 1981-1982 Box 3 Folder 8
Poletown, Notes and Literature, 1982 Box 3 Folder 9
Poletown, Order Sets, 1981-1982 Box 3 Folder 10
Poletown, Supreme Court Case, 1981, March 7 Box 3 Folder 11
The Poor People's Campaign, 1968 Box 3 Folder 12
The Poor People's Campaign, Correspondence and Statements, Box 3 Folder 13
1968, 1984

Public Citizen, 1976 Box 3 Folder 14
Reuther, Rosemary, 1977 Box 3 Folder 15
Scientists' Institute for Public Information, 1971-1972 Box 3 Folder 16
The Sierra Club, 1975-1976 Box 3 Folder 17
Smith, Dan and Carmella, undated Box 3 Folder 18
Team for Justice, Newsletter, 1975-1977 Box 3 Folder 19
We the Women, Wayne State University, 1978 Box 3 Folder 20
Women and Aging, 1973-1975 Box 3 Folder 21
Women and the Law Conference, 1974 Box 3 Folder 22
Women and Ministry, Reflections, 1977 Box 3 Folder 23
Women in Ministries, 1977 Box 3 Folder 24
Women's Agenda, 1976 Box 3 Folder 25
Women's Conference of Concern, 1973-1974 Box 3 Folder 26
Women's Justice Center, 1976 Box 3 Folder 27
Women's Liberation, 1968-1970 Box 3 Folder 28
Work and Religion, 1976 Box 3 Folder 29
Working for Environmental and Economic Justice and Jobs, 1976 Box 3 Folder 30
Working for Environmental and Economic Justice and Jobs, Box 3 Folder 31

Literature, 1976
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World Population, 1964-1965, 1974 Box 3 Folder 32
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Series I1: Oversize and Audiovisual Files

Title/Description Instances
Oversize posters Box 4 Item 1
Photographs Box 4 Item 2
Photograph slides Box 4 Item 3
Photograph negatives Box 4 Item 4
VHS tape Box 4 Item 5
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