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Summary Information

Repository: Walter P. Reuther Library

Creator: Harkness, Bruce (Bruce L.)

Title: Bruce L. Harkness Poletown Photographs

ID: WSAV002727

Date [inclusive]: 1981-02-1981-10

Physical Description: 1 Linear Feet (2 MB). 

Physical Location: 3W-A-1(4)

Language of the
Material:

English

Language of the
Material:

Material entirely in English.

Abstract: Bruce Harkness photographed the area known as “Poletown,” a multi-
ethnic, multi-racial urban area on Detroit’s East Side, from February
to December 1981. These photographs document the hundreds of
buildings and businesses that were demolished to make way for
the construction of a General Motors assembly plant. In addition,
Harkess captured vibrant urban exteriors and interiors, neighborhood
landmarks, residents, and street scenes. The collection is comprised of
200 8’x10’ silver gelatin, black-and-white photo prints.

Citation Style

"Bruce L. Harkness Poletown Photographs, Box [#], Folder [#], Walter P. Reuther Library,
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs, Wayne State University."

^ Return to Table of Contents

History

Deriving its nickname from once serving as a primarily Polish immigrant neighborhood, the multi-ethnic,
multi-racial urban area referred to as “Poletown” roughly forms a rectangular area of land, extending
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from Gratiot Avenue northwest to the city of Hamtramck, and from the Detroit Medical Center (St.
Antoine and Canfield) northeast to Mt. Elliot (see map with this guide).

In June of 1980, in the midst of a severe economic recession, the cities of Detroit and Hamtramck jointly
offered the northern portion of the Poletown district as a site upon which to build a new General Motors
assembly plant. The area proposed for the plant—renamed Central Industrial Park—was bounded by
I-94 on the south, Mt. Elliot Avenue on the east, St. Aubin Avenue on the west, and the former Dodge
Main site on the north. Intended to ensure that the new plant would create thousands of jobs within the
city, the offer to GM also meant the destruction of the Dodge Main plant and numerous other buildings,
the removal of thousands of residents, and over a hundred businesses. Events during the year 1980-1981
fostered a sharp division among residents within the Central Industrial Park area, while demolition of the
Dodge Main plant and other sites continued to take place.

From February through December of 1981, Bruce l. Harkness set about photographing the neighborhood
before and during the clearing of the Central Industrial Park area. Harkness took over 400 photographs,
documenting neighborhood landmarks, panoramic views, residents, urban interiors and exteriors, as
well as various intersection and street scenes. Through the funding from the Michigan Council of the
Humanities, and a Humanist Grant-in-Aid won by WSU Professor of History, John J. Bukowczyk,
Harkness was able to print 200 of those photographs, with the understanding that the collection would
be permanently stored and preserved at Wayne State University. The Harkness Poletown Photographs
were donated to the WSU Folklore Archive’s Ethnic Archives Project. In October of 1986, some forty
photographs from Harkness’ Poletown documentation were chosen for exhibition at Wayne State
University’s Purdy/Kresge Library.

Documentary photographer Bruce L. Harkness, of Dearborn, Michigan, received his BFA in photography
at the Center of Creative Studies, and his MFA at Wayne State University. A veteran photographer of
Detroit’s urban neighborhoods, Harkness has contributed photographs to several Michigan publications,
has exhibited his work in numerous galleries around the Southeastern Michigan area, is an instructor of
photography, and photographer for the city of Dearborn.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content

The Bruce L. Harkness Poletown Photographs are a collection of 200, 8”x10” silver gelatin, black-and-
white photo prints that document the Poletown neighborhood of Detroit as it existed in February through
October of 1981. The inventory indicates subject and date of each photo, but researchers may find further
identification on the back of each individual print.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Arrangement

Arranged by sequential numbering system (1-201) imposed by the photographer. Note: the Library never
received photograph #47.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Walter P. Reuther Library

5401 Cass Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
URL: http://reuther.wayne.edu

Revision Description
Finding aid revised by Deborah Rice. 2014-12-04

Acquisition

The Bruce L. Harkness Poletown Photographs were transferred from the Wayne State University
Folklore Archive by the Archive’s Director, Professor Janet Langlois, and placed in the Archives of
Labor and Urban Affairs at the Walter P. Reuther Library in July of 1999 as part of the audiovisual
records of the Folklore Archive. Harkness owns and retains rights to the negatives.

Processing History

Processed and finding aid written by Lauren Kata in May 2000. Updated by Deborah Rice in
December 2014.

Access

Collection is open for research.

Researchers may only access one folder at a time and are required to sit at a front table while using
the collection in the Reuther Library Reading Room.

http://reuther.wayne.edu
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Use

Refer to the Walter P. Reuther Library "Rules for Use of Archival Materials."

For image reproduction, contact the AV Department.

Other Copies

Digital copies of some images may be found on the Library's website

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials

Folklore Archives Collections

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• African Americans--History
• Photography
• Photographs
• Detroit (Mich.)
• Polish Americans
• Neighborhoods
• Deindustrialization
• Harkness, Bruce (Bruce L.)

Other Access Aids

An index to locations depicted in the images is included with this guide.
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Box 1 
1. Group of African-American me working on car repairs. Trombly, west of Chene, 

February, 1981 
2. Apartment building with Kuehn Building in left foreground. E. Grand Blvd. At Chene, 

February, 1981 
3. Corner store diagonally across from Immaculate Conception Church. Trombly at Moran, 

February, 1981 
4. Holy Cross Church, Apolistic Faith, a storefront church. Mitchell, February, 1981 
5. Pro-Central Industrial Park Project demonstration. Jos. Campau at Finley, February or 

March, 1981 
6. Two young African-American men outside Hupp Billards. Chene, north of Milwaukee, 

February, 1981 
7. First birthday party, African-American family and neighbors; birthday foodways. Du 

Bois Apartments on E. Grand Blvd., February 18, 1981 
8. African-American birthday party. DuBois Apartments on E. Grand Blvd., February, 1981 
9. African-American parents and one-year-old pose in hallway outside first birthday party. 

DuBois Apartments on E. Grand Blvd. 
10. Four women and child at first birthday party. DuBois Apartments on E. Grand Blvd., 

February, 1981 
11. White Family with rented truck, family moving day. Kanter, February, 1981 
12. Entrance to Dodge Main plant during demolition; demolition cranes. Jos. Campau near 

Dunn, February 18, 1989 
13. Mitch’s Bull Dog Bar, Ruth and Russell Soul Food; graffiti. Jos. Campau near Dunn, 

February 18, 1981 
14. Philips 76 filling station on extreme west side of Poletown district. E. Grand Blvd. at St. 

Aubin, February 19.1981 
15. Well-kept homes on the east side of Poletown area. Piquette, west of Ellery, February 21, 

1981 
16. Two African-American women standing at the gate of chain-link fence, in front of home. 

2190 Dubois and Horton, one block north of E. Grand Blvd., February 19, 1981 
17. Dupont Apartments, 2420 E. Grand Blvd. North side of Grand Boulevard at DuBois, 

February 19, 1981 
18. Rear of Homes; pair of cats on steps. Sargent near Moran February 21, 1981 
19. Abandoned duplex on street still largely occupied. Kanter, February 21, 1981 
20. White family moving in pick-up truck. Dane off Moran, February 21, 1981 
21. Holy Trinity Lutheran Church (formerly Polish Protestant parish). Griffin at Elmwood, 

February 21, 1981 
22. Moving a storefront church; Murray’s Markey next door. Chene at Grandy, February 22, 

1981 
23. Sunlight Café, and, in right rear, Chene-Trombly Market, near Murray’s Market. 

Trombly, from Grandy toward Chene, February 22, 1981 
24. Liberty Lounge and Hospital Drug Co.: second-story offices. Chene and Milwaukee, 

February 22, 1981 
25. Famous Bar-B-Q Restaurant, near Liberty Lounge and Hospital Drug Co; graffiti. Chene 

between Grand Blvd. and Milwaukee, February 28,1981 
26. Backyard incinerator. Backyard on Newton, February 28,1981 
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27. Well-kept home with decorations on portal. Piquette, March 5, 1981 
28. Homes on Kanter; sign reading “Lady’s coat for sale.” Kanter at E. Grand Blvd., March 

5, 1981 
29. Possibly Queen Anne-style cottage, with wooden walkway to rear. Kanter, March 5, 1981 
30. Elderly white women poses on front steps of well kept home. Kanter, March 5, 1981 
31. Home in Poletown (Eastlake style cottage?) Finley near Jos. Campau, March 2, 1981 
32. Berkshire Inn Motel across Dodge Main plant, said to be place of recreation for Dodge 

Main workers. Jos. Campau between Finley and Newton, March 2, 1981 
33. Milwaukee Junction, wreckage of Dodge Main at right. Railroad near Denton, March 

12,1981 
34. Temple of Faith Missionary Baptist Church (formerly St. Nicholas Byzantine Greek 

Catholic Church). E. Grand Blvd. March 15, 1981 
35. Boarded-up, empty Stanley Hotel; note older style lamp post. 2372 and 2375 E. Grand 

Blvd., March 15, 1981 
36. View south down Chene Street from top of apartment building on E. Grand Blvd.; roof in 

foreground is top of hospital Drug Co. E. Grand Blvd. and Chene, March 16,1981 
37. View north toward Hamtramck, taken from top of the apartment building on E. Grand 

Blvd; Beth Loem (Olam) Cemetery in upper left; steeples of St. Florian’s Church, 
Hamtramck, on horizon; Dodge Main plant in right rear. E. Grand Blvd. and Chene, 
March 16, 1981 

38. View north toward Hamtramck, taken from top of apartment building on E. Grand Blvd; 
Location of pro-Central Industrial Park demonstration in top left, Mitch’s Bull Dog Bar, 
and Ruth and Russell Soul Food; gas station in foreground. Chene and E. Grand Blvd., 
March 16, 1981 

39. Rear of homes in central portion of Poletown district; Dodge Main parking lot (not 
depicted) across street. Newton west of Jos. Campau, March 16, 1981 

40. Street scene in central portion of Poletown district. Kanter between E. Grand Blvd. and 
Elmwood, March 17, 1981 

41. Row of homes in Poletown district. Trombly, east of Elmwood, March 17, 1981 
42. Front of façade of two homes on Finley, at DuBois. Taken from the North side of 

Trombly between Elmwood and Moran, March 17, 1981 
43. Four homes, brick front porches probably added after original construction. Finley, east 

of Dubois, Match 19, 1981 
44. Row of homes in Poletown district. Finley at DuBois, March 19,1981 
45. Front of small duplex on Newton Street; note run-down front porch, and garage sale sign 

next door. Newton, east of DuBois, March 19, 1981 
46. Two African-American youngsters on porch of duplex. Trombly, west of Chene, march 

21, 1981 
47. No. photograph #47. 
48. Four African-American children pose for photographer; one holds discarded cross; one 

leans on stick or broom handle. Alley between Trombly and Adele, March 21, 1981 
49. Row of homes west of E. Grand Blvd. Adele at Chene, March 26, 1981 
50. Church of Godin Christ, near Chene-Trombly Market; note revival meeting sign. Chene 

at Trombly. March 26, 1981 
51. Well-kept homes in vicinity of Immaculate Conception Church. Piquette at Moran, 

March 27, 1981 
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52. Ruins of Dodge Main plant; St. Joseph Mercy hospital and nurses’ quarters at rear, center 
of photograph. Dodge Main from Conrail north track, March 27, 1981 

53. Three African-American men cleaning up backyard littered with refuse, on far west side 
of Poletown district. Alley behind St. Aubin, March 28, 1981 

54. Three White men (possibly Yemeni) moving mattresses from home. Grandy/Piquette, 
March 29, 1981 

55. White mother and daughter on porch of home, in southeast part of Poletown district. 
Edsel Ford Service Drive at Moran, March 29, 1981 

56. African-American children play baseball on vacant lot, in west side of Poletown district; 
burned-out house in right foreground. Alley between Adele and Trombly, March 19, 
1981 

57. African-American family on porch of home. Adele near Chene, March 19, 1981 
58. On far west side of Poletown district, African-American boys fool around with croquet 

mallet for photographer, as African-American girls look on; E.J. Hackett in rear. Widman 
south of Milwaukee, April 1, 1981 

59. Two homes on Milwaukee, car parked on street in foreground; “X” mark indicates 
building slated for demolition. Milwaukee, south side, near DuBois, April 1, 1981 

60. Home on Milwaukee; note stripped aluminum siding. Milwaukee east of DuBois, April 2, 
1981 

61. Vacant home in Poletown district. “X” mark indicates building slated for demolition. 
Piquette between Elmwood and Moran, April 1, 1981 

62. White husband and wife in front of home, 2257 Edsel Ford Service Drive, extreme west 
side of Poletown district. Edsel Ford Service Drive, west of Chene, April 9, 1981 

63.  Three homes on Kanter; center home with siding added on. Kanter at Ellery, April 7, 
1981 

64.  Storefront church and Murray’s Market on Grandy Street; paint advertisement on side of 
building; front of Sunlight Café shown at extreme right. Chene at Grandy, April 11, 1981 

65. Berkshire Inn Motel across from Dodge Main plant. Jos Campau between Finley and 
Newton, April 12, 1981 

66. Large home next to two burned out homes on Piquette. Piquette near Moran, April 13, 
1981 

67. Well-kept backyard, White women hanging laundry on clothesline. Edsel Ford Service 
Drive near Jos. Campau, April 13, 1981 

68. Three homes in central/east part of Poletown district. Kanter, east of Elmwood, April 16, 
1981 

69. Dodge Main plant ruins; parking lot razing. Dodge Main near Dunn, April 16, 1981 
70. Nice home with yellow aluminum siding in central/west part of Poletown district, owned 

by African-American family; African-American women sitting on second-story porch 
next to hanging laundry. Trombly at Mitchell, April 18, 1981 

71. Bend in E. Grand Blvd, Fisher Building in right background; left corner foreground (not 
shown) is St. John Evangelist Church. E. Grand Blvd., April 18, 1981 

72. African-American family grouping on west side of Central Industrial park area, before or 
after going to church. Piquette between Ellery and Moran, April 18, 1981 

73. Young African-American male and female standing on side of bar. Widman ear 
Milwaukee, April 19, 1981 
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74. Young African-American children pose for photographer on E. Grand Blvd., Easter 
Sunday. Trombly, east of DuBois, April 19, 1981 

75. East Sunday arson, by this time a common occurrence in the Poletown area west of 
Chene. Adele near DuBois, April 19, 1981 

76. African-American residents cleaning up backyard, on a warm spring day; roof of 
Immaculate Conception Church in center rear. Dane between Elmwood and Moran, April 
22, 1981 

77. African-American family next door to backyard shown in 76, behind Immaculate 
Conception Church; barbeque, roll of carpeting on ground, and dog included. Dane 
between Elmwood and Moran, April 22, 1981 

78. Home across street from backyards shown in photographs 76 and 77, near immaculate 
Conception Church; house is empty. Dane between Elmwood and Moran, April 22, 1981 

79. Milwaukee Avenue and, in background, St. Joseph Mercy Hospital nurses’ quarters; tree 
painted white, probably for visibility to drivers. Mitchell north of Milwaukee, April 23, 
1981 

80. Living room wallpaper mural above sofa in home located on Edsel Ford Service Drive 
near E. Grand Blvd., April 25, 1981 

81. Teenagers pose for photographer in front of home in central southern part of Poletown 
district. Jos Campau at Piquette, April 25, 1981 

82.  Row of homes in central portion of Poletown district; Dodge Main parking lot across 
street is not depicted. Newton, April 25, 1981 

83. Backyards in southwest portion of Poletown district; right to left: old car, child’s wading 
pool, dog house. Adele at DuBois, April 30, 1981 

84. White women rakes in front of her home, in southwest corner of Poletown district. Adele 
east of DuBois, April 30, 1981 

85. Cars parked on Piquette during a Poletown meeting. Piquette near E. Grand Blvd., April 
30, 1981 

86. Garden on Widman on far west side of Poletown district; note row of plant stakes, and 
scarecrow. Widman, south of Milwaukee, April 30, 1981 

87.  Empty home on east side of Poletown district; note women talking over fence. Trombly, 
at Ellery, April, 1981 

88. Neighborhood youths play baseball in parking lot of Majeske Adult Education Center, 
(formerly Majeske School); note strike zone chalked on wall behind batter. Trombly at 
St. Aubin, May 2, 1981 

89. Home in north central portion of Poletown district, north of E. Grand Blvd.; note 
children’s tricycles, wagon, bed sheets hanging on clothesline, and chairs on porch. 
Horton, West of Chene, May 3, 1981 

90.  Interior of Murray’s Market, neighborhood grocery store in the south central portion of 
Poletown district. Grandy, near Chene, May 3, 1981 

91. Chene-Trombly Market, owned by Eddie Niedbala, who lived above store. Trombly at 
Chene, May 3, 1981 

92. House on E. Grand Blvd. North side of E. Grand Blvd., may 3, 1981 
93. Rundown area on west side of Poletown district; wheel-less truck propped on 

cinderblock. Adele at St. Aubin, May 7, 1981 
94. Homes in central part of Poletown district; note Christmas wreath in second floor 

window of house at right. Jos. Campau near Milwaukee, May 10, 1981 
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95. Milwaukee Avenue home, in west central part of Poletown district. North side of 
Milwaukee, west of Chene, May 12, 1981 

96. Gardens and clothes hanging to dry, in backyards of homes on Milwaukee Avenue. 
Milwaukee, May 12, 1981 

97.  Wreckage of bulldozed home, with three homes in background. Kanter at Ellery, May 
12, 1981 

98.  Aerial view of Poletown district; right center is Detroit School Building and DeRoy 
Apartments, Wayne State University; left center, top of Ambassador Bridge can be seen. 
Apartment roof, Milwaukee at Chene, May 12, 1981 

99. Fenced home with added-on front portion; occupant(s) were White. Dane at Ellery, May 
12, 1981 

100. Homes on Piquette in south central part of Poletown district; “X” marks on  
  home at left indicate building slated for demolition. Piquette, May 12, 1981 

 
Box 2 

101. White family on porch of home at southeast corner of Poletown district. Adele, east of 
DuBois, May 16, 1981 

102. Garden at Widman on west side of Poletown district. Widman, May 20, 1981 
103. Street scene (Murray’s Market on corner at end of block). Grandy near Trombly at 

Craig, May 20, 1981 
104. Home and church at west end of Poletown district; note bulldozed site in foreground. St. 

Aubin at Adele, May 20, 1981 
105. “THIS HOME DEFENDED, YOU MESS YOU WILL MEET YOUR MAKER 

SOON,” sign painted on home on east central side of Poletown district. Trombly at Craig, 
May 20, 1981 

106. Corner house on west side of Poletown district. St. Aubin at Adele, May 20, 1981 
107. African-American children stand alongside gas company trench. St. Aubin at Adele, 

May 20, 1981 
108. Home at center of E. Grand Blvd at Trombly. May 20, 1981 
109. Home, in vicinity of Immaculate Conception Church. Trombly at Moran, May     20, 

1981 
110. Stores at Joseph Campau, across Dodge Main plant. Jos Campau at Finley, May     24, 

1981 
111. Photograph, taken from front steps of Immaculate Conception Church, of prayer 

gathering around statue of the Virgin Mary; Rev. Karasiewicz, pastor stands at right rear. 
Moran at Trombly, across from Immaculate Conception Church, May 24, 1981 

112. African-American women and baby on front of steps of home, southeast central        
portion of Poletown district. Piquette, west of moran, May 24, 1981 

113. African-American families on porches of homes. Trombly, west of Chene, May 25, 
1981 

114. African-American children in group, near Chene-Trombly market; note child in center 
with toy gun in mouth. Trombly, May 25, 1981 

115. “High Five” between two African-American men. Trombly, west of Chene, May 25, 
1981 

116. African-American youth. Trombly, west of Chene, May 25, 1981 
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117. Male friendship group (one White man, three Africa-American men. Trombly, west of 
Chene, May 25, 1981 

118. Polish-Americans (non-residents of area), sitting on porch; owner of home seated at 
right. North side of Trombly near DuBois, May 25, 1981 

119. Greater Triumph Missionary Baptist Church next to lawnmower repair shop, in extreme 
southeast corner of Poletown area. Edsel Ford near Mt. Elliot, May 27, 1981 

120. House being demolished on Grand Boulevard. E. Grand Blvd. At Trombly, May 29, 
1981 

121. Polish-American homeowner in background, brother of Mrs. Giannini, expressed pride 
in his trees to photographer. Lyman, east of DuBois, May 31, 1981 

122. Man and women in wheelchair, of Southern White extraction, sit on porch of home. 
Kanter, June 1, 1981 

123. View of man and women in wheelchair, on porch of home, from distance. 
124. House in northeastern area of Poletown district. Finley toward Newton, June 3, 1981 
125. Mrs. Giannini and son stand on porch of home; Mrs. Giannini (not shown) owned Hupp 

Billiards. Milwaukee, June 3, 1981  
126. African-American Women (homeowner) stands on steps of her home. Finley, June 3, 

1981 
127. Goodwill Community Chapel (formerly Industrial Branch of YMCA?); dog on porch of 

home at left. E. Grand Blvd., east of DuBois, June 5, 1981 
128. “Boycott GM,” sign on side of building. E. Grand Blvd., June 5, 1981 
129. African-American women with baby in stroller on porch of two-family home. North 

side of E. Grand Blvd., east of DuBois, June 5, 1981 
130. Small apartment building near site of Temple of Faith Missionary Baptist Church. E. 

Grand Blvd. Near DuBois. n.d. 
131. Demolition of Temple of Faith missionary Baptist Church (formerly ST. Nicholas 

Byzantine Greek Catholic Church). North side of E. Grand Blvd., June 9, 1981 
132. Young African-American man with three children. North side of E. Grand Blvd. Near 

DuBois, June 9, 1981 
133. African-American woman with son and daughter stand in front of home. Adele, near 

Chene, June 9, 1981 
134. Interior of Hupp Billards, Chene Street, June 10, 1981 
135. White husband and wife stand on porch of Home. Edsel Ford Service Drive, June 11, 

1981 
136. Elderly white man sweeping alley. Alley between Trombly and Adele, June 11, 1981 
137. African-American youngsters playing horseshoes. Kanter, west of Elmwood, June 11, 

1981 
138. African-American youngster on bicycle. North side of Adele west of DuBois, June 11, 

1981 
139. African-American family on second-story porch. Piquette near Jos. Campau, June 11, 

1981 
140. White man seated on porch of home. North side of Kanter, June 14, 1981  
141. Milwaukee Junction area. E. Grand Boulevard, June 14, 1981 
142. “Original Primitive Baptist” church. South side of Finley, June 14, 1981 
143.  Interior of Hupp Billards. Chene Street, June 15, 1981 
144.  Interior of Hupp Billards. Chene Street, June 15, 1981 
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145.  Interior of Hupp Billards. Chene Street, June 15, 1981 
146.  Interior of Hupp Billards. Chene Street, June 15, 1981 
147.  Interior of Hupp Billards. Chene Street, June 15, 1981 
148.  Interior of Immaculate Conception Church. Trombly and Moran, June 15, 1981 
149.  Interior of Immaculate Conception Church. Trombly and Moran, June 15, 1981 
150.  Interior of Immaculate Conception Church. Trombly and Moran, June 15, 1981 
151.  Interior of Immaculate Conception Church. Trombly and Moran, June 15, 1981 
152.  Interior of Immaculate Conception Church. Trombly and Moran, June 15, 1981 
153.  Home in east central side of Poletown district. Trombly at Craig, June 15, 1981 
154.  White husband and wife on balcony. East side of Mitchell, June 16, 1981 
155.  African-American family on porch of home; “X” mark indicates slated for demolition. 

Jos. Campau at Trombly, June 16, 1981 
156.  Interior of Famous Bar-B-Que Restaurant. Chene Street, June 22, 1981 
157.  Interior of Famous Bar-B-Que Restaurant. Chene Street, June 18, 1981 
158.  Abandoned home in Poletown district. Piquette near Mt. Elliot, June 18, 1981 
159.  24-hour hamburger and coffee shop at entrance to Dodge Main. Conant at Dunn, June 

18, 1981 
160.  Backyard with statue of the Virgin Mary. Craig backyard, June 22, 1981 
161.  Women stands with pet dog at chain-link fence. Piquette at Jos. Campau, June 22, 

1981 
162. African-American men salvaging parts of an abandoned car. Kanter at Moran, June 24, 

1981 
163. Porch of well-kept home in Poletown district. E. Grand Blvd., June 27, 1981 
164. Tow African-American males, one African-American female stand in front of car. 

Lyman, June 27, 1981 
165. Three African-American men stand in front of home. Lyman, June 27, 1981 
166. Home surrounded by chain-link fence. South side of Lyman east of DuBois, June 27, 

1981 
167. Early morning at Beth Olem Cemetery. Northern end of Central industrial Park area, 

June 28, 1981 
168. Early morning at Beth Olem Cemetery. Northern end of Central industrial Park area, 

June 28, 1981 
169. Tombstones at Beth Olem Cemetery. Northern end of Central industrial Park area, June 

28, 1981 
170. St. John Evangelist Church and rectory. E. Grand Blvd., July 2, 1981 
171. Interior of Famous Bar-B-Que Restaurant. Chene Street, July 3, 1981 
172. Two elderly White women and children on porch of home. North side of Dane, July 3, 

1981 
173. African-American man leaning on storage mail box. Milwaukee at Chene, July 4, 1981 
174. Flag, displayed for Independence Day, on Giannini home. North side of Milwaukee 

near DuBois, July 4, 1981 
175. Three African-American youngsters stand at street corner surrounded by recent 

demolition. Trombly west of St. Aubin. No date. 
176. “Dennison Bookkeeping Service,” formerly “Guarantee Trust and Loan Company.” E. 

Grand Blvd. At Trombly, July 7, 1981 
177. Immaculate Conception Church and school. Taken from Dane and Ellery, July 11, 1981 
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178. Empty home in Poletown district, television on roof of porch. North side of Piquette, 
July 11, 1981 

179. Immaculate Conception Church during demolition. Trombly at Moran, July 14, 1981 
180. Burned building in Poletown district. South side of Trombly, July 14, 1981 
181. Well-maintained home in Poletown district. Kanter west of Elmwood, July 14, 1981 
182. Yard sale, sign reads, “GM wants us out! Help.” E. Grand Blvd. Near Piquette, July 17, 

1981 
183. Duplex in Poletown district. North side of Trombly west of Chene, July 14, 1981 
184. Chain-link fence around site of demolished Immaculate Conception Church. Moran 

site, July 20, 1981 
185. Backyard of Giannini home with swing and picnic table. North side of Milwaukee near 

DuBois, July 20, 1981 
186. “Poletown Botanical Garden.” Site of demolished home in Poletown district. No date. 
187. Pittman Memorial Church of God in Christ. E. Grand Blvd., July 30, 1981 
188. Kuehn Building. Grand Blvd. At Chene, July 23, 1981 
189. African-American residents in Poletown district. Lyman, July 30, 1981 
190. African-American woman with wig. Lyman, August 2, 1981 
191. African-American woman without wig. Lyman, August 2, 1981 
192. Middle-Aged African-American couple stands on porch of well-kept home in Poletown 

district. Trombly, August 4, 1981 
193. Middle-Aged African-American couple stands on porch of well-kept home in Poletown 

district. Trombly, August 4, 1981 
194. Two homes remaining in area west of E. Grand Blvd., Poletown district. Adele near 

Chene, August 7, 1981 
195. Site of altar of Immaculate Conception Church, memorialized. Trombly between 

Elmwood and Moran, August 18, 1981 
196. African-American demolition worker sits on discarded chair. E. Grand Blvd. At 

DuBois, August 18, 1981 
197. White family and dog sit on porch of well-kept home in Poletown district. Kanter west 

of Moran, August 19, 1981 
198. White family and dog sit on porch of well-kept home in Poletown district. South side of 

Kanter west of Elmwood, August 19, 1981 
199. Mound of earth with sign “Mount Poletown.” Milwaukee near Chene, August 30, 1981 
200. Last row of homes standing in Poletown area. Adele, October 12, 1981 
201. Fire-blackened home in Poletown district. Trombly, October 12, 1981 
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 Index to Locations* 
 

* numbers refer to the photo print number 
 
Adele: 48, 49, 56, 57, 75, 83, 84, 93, 101, 104, 106, 107, 133, 136, 138, 194, 200 
 
Beth Olem (olam) Cemetery: 167, 168, 169 
 
Cee Ceil’s Bar: 118 
 
Chene: 6, 23, 24, 25, 36, 37, 38, 49, 50, 64, 91, 143, 144, 145, 146, 156, 157, 171 
 
Dane: 20, 76, 77, 78, 99, 172, 177 
 
Demonstrations: 5 
 
Dodge main Plant: 12, 52, 69 
 
Dubois: 16, 17, 44, 83 
 
Dunn: 159 
 
Edsel ford Service Drive: 55, 62, 67, 80, 119, 135 
 
Finley: 31, 43, 44, 110, 124, 126, 142 
 
Grand Boulevard: 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 17, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 71, 92, 108, 120, 127, 128,  

129, 130, 131, 132, 141, 163, 170, 176, 182, 187, 188, 196 
 
Grandy: 22, 23, 54, 64, 90, 103 
 
Griffin: 21 
 
Horton: 89 
 
Hupp Billards: 6, 134, 143, 144, 145, 146 
 
Immaculate Conception Church: 76, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 177, 195 
 
Joseph Campau: 5, 12, 13, 32, 65, 81, 94, 110, 155 
 
Kanter: 11, 19, 28, 29, 30, 40, 63, 68, 97, 122, 123, 137, 140, 162, 181, 197, 198 
 
Lyman: 121, 164, 165, 166, 189, 190, 191 
 
Milwaukee: 24, 59, 60, 95, 96, 98, 125, 173, 174, 185, 199 
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Milwaukee Junction: 33 
 
Mitchell: 4, 70, 79, 154 
 
Moran: 3, 55, 109, 111, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 179, 184 
 
Mt. Elliot: 119 
 
Newton: 26, 39, 45, 82 
 
Piquette: 15, 27, 51, 54, 61, 66, 72, 85, 1000, 112, 139, 158, 161, 178 
 
Poletown Botanical Garden: 186 
 
St. Aubin: 53, 93, 104, 106, 107 
 
Sargent: 18 
 
Trombly; 1, 3, 23, 41, 42, 46, 48,56, 70, 74, 87, 88. 91, 105, 109, 111, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 
136, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 155, 175, 179, 180, 183, 192, 193, 195, 201 
 
 
Widman: 58, 73, 86, 102 
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